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Located in the heart of modern Athens and at-

tracting hundreds of thousands of international 

visitors annually, the Agora was in ancient times 

the business, political, and legal center of Athens, 

bringing together citizens and foreigners, litigants 

and jurors, and merchants and philosophers. The 

School has been excavating at the Agora since 

1931, and has brought to light a rich and splendid 

history of continuous habitation that extends over 

more than 3,000 years. The major public buildings 

of ancient Athens are now displayed in a thought-

fully landscaped archaeological park with all of the excavated artifacts and excavation records housed in the 

restored Stoa of Attalos and available online at ascsa.net. These finds have significantly expanded our knowl-

edge of ancient Athens and the origins and practice of democracy, which lies at the foundation of our shared 

western heritage.

WHY US? WHY GREECE? WHY NOW?

ABOUT THE SUMMIT

Founded in 1881, the 

American School of 

Classical Studies at Athens 

is the leading American 

research and teaching 

institution in Greece, 

dedicated to the advanced 

study of all aspects of Greek 

culture, from antiquity to 

the present. A consortium 

of over 190 affiliated North 

American colleges and 

universities, we have for 

the past 135 years brought 

Greece’s past to life to 

help shape the world’s 

tomorrow.

 Whether we are measuring 

column diameters at an 

excavation site, scrutinizing 

bone fragments in our 

lab, studying in one of 

our research libraries, or 

trekking to ancient ruins 

throughout Greece, we 

are digging deeper into 

Greece’s past for a reason. 

We do so because we 

believe firmly that what we 

find can inspire, inform, and 

transform the society in 

which we live today.

Our work is more important 

today then ever before. For 

not only do we continue 

to dig deep into the past, 

we have arrived at the 

precise moment in time 

when we can share our 

discoveries with the world 

without limit. Through new 

advances in technology, 

we can create a surge 

of knowledge, access, 

creativity, and experience 

never thought possible. 

Kairos!

THE ATHENIAN AGORA

THE GOAL
To lay the foundation for the creation of a Global Innovation Technology Program at the American School.  

An initial step would be to identify and work collaboratively on a technology project at the Athenian Agora.
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THE LANDING RESORT & SPA • 4104 Lakeshore Blvd, South Lake Tahoe, CA 

The beautiful Landing Resort & Spa, with a prime lakefront location, offers a gorgeous backdrop to this event. 

The contemporary European design parallels our vision of technology innovation. 

LOCATION
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OUR HOSTS
JIM AND NANCY DEMETRIADES 

Jim and Nancy Demetriades, in addition to their other business inter-

ests, are the proprietors of The Landing Resort and Spa in Lake Tahoe, 

California. Upon a recent trip to Greece with their family, they were 

inspired by the work of the American School of Classical Studies at 

Athens, and they took special interest in the work being done by Bruce 

Hartzler in the Athenian Agora. It was during that visit, and after numer-

ous discussions with Bruce and the leadership of the ASCSA, that Jim 

and Nancy decided to host this Innovation Technology Summit with the 

idea of harnessing advancements in technology to bring Greece’s past 

to life. 



MODERATORS

George Orfanakos, Executive Director 
American School of Classical Studies at Athens

George Orfanakos began his tenure at the American School of Classical Studies at Athens 

in March 2015. Since joining, he has strived to communicate the School’s vibrant history 

and impact. His initial efforts have included amplifying communications efforts, steward-

ing existing friends, and engaging new audiences worldwide. In addition to sustaining and 

enhancing the cornerstone programs of the American School, he has also been working to 

develop new initiatives that will appeal to broader audiences. Prior to joining the American 

School, Mr. Orfanakos was at the NYU Langone Medical Center and served as President of 

the Children’s Tumor Foundation.

Bruce Hartzler, IT Specialist – Athenian Agora Excavations
American School of Classical Studies at Athens

Bruce Hartzler has been a staff member of the American School’s excavations at the Athe-

nian Agora since 1998. During this time he has developed the site’s technical infrastructure 

and directed efforts to digitize the 80+ years of archaeological data, including creating 

mobile applications for recording in the field, desktop applications for annotating digitized 

excavation notebooks, and websites for publishing the site’s findings.
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 12

7:00 pm Welcome Dinner at Jimmy’s  

(within the Landing Resort)

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13

8:00 am Breakfast

8:45 am Greeting: George Orfanakos

 Welcome: Jim Demetriades

9:00 am Introduction: Bruce Hartzler

9:30 am The Big Picture 

ASCSA IT Assessment: Greg Lavender

10:00 am–  The IT Landscape

4:00 pm Presentations from existing

  technology innovation programs

 

4:00–5:00 pm  Review and Discussion

SCHEDULE

7:00 pm  Drinks and Dinner at Riva Grill  

(900 Ski Run Boulevard) 

Hosted by George Macricostas

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14

8:00 am Breakfast

9:30 am–  Brainstorming and Planning

12:00 pm

12:00–3:00 pm Prioritizing and Budgeting

3:00–5:00 pm Final Review, Next Steps and Goals
 

7:00 pm Farewell Dinner at Jimmy’s  

(within the Landing Resort)

SUNDAY, JANUARY 15

8:00 am Breakfast at Jimmy’s  

(within the Landing Resort)



PARTICIPANTS

BUSINESS LEADERS

Jim Demetriades, Founder and Managing Partner
Kairos Venture Investments

Jim Demetriades founded SeeBeyond Technology Corp. in 1989. Mr. Demetriades then took 

the company public and enjoyed the many adventures of being the CEO and Chairman of 

a 1,600 person public company that invented and patented numerous technologies. With 

offices in 35 countries, Mr. Demetriades successfully sold the company to Sun Microsys-

tems (now part of Oracle) in 2005. Mr. Demetriades also founded and manages his own 

groundbreaking venture capital investment company, Kairos, real estate development and 

management company, Multiversal, and his own unique children’s internet education media 

company that he created called Inspiro.Net. He serves on boards of numerous technology 

companies in a variety of industries. 

Art Dimopoulos, Executive Director
National Hellenic Society

Art Dimopoulos is the Executive Director of the National Hellenic Society (NHS) and was 

formally with the law firm of Preston Gates Ellis & Rouvelas Meeds LLP in Washington, DC. 

Art is a graduate of Catholic University, Southwestern Law School, and Georgetown Law, 

where he received his LL.M with distinction and served as an Adjunct Professor of Law in 

the Graduate Legal Studies Program. Art has extensive experience in international maritime 

law, policy, corporate finance, and government relations. He held leadership positions in 

several professional, civic, and faith-based organizations. He is published in industry, trade, 

and professional publications and was publisher of Odyssey the World of Greece magazine. 

Constantine Karides, Partner
Reed Smith Financial Industry Group

Mr. Karides counsels companies and funds in a wide range of corporate matters including pri-

vate equity investments, restructurings, corporate governance, and securities. Mr. Karides has 

worked with entities across the corporate growth cycle from early stage private companies to 

establish publicly traded entities. He also has considerable cross-border experience and acts 

for foreign companies operating in the United States. (Joining by phone, Saturday)

Greg Lavender, CTO, Cloud Architecture and Infrastructure Engineering
Citi

Mr. Lavender came to Citi from Cisco Systems, where he was the Corporate VP of Network 

Software Engineering. Mr. Lavender led Cisco’s global engineering organization in several key 

efforts, including their platform independent networking protocol software and next gen-

eration virtualized embedding network OS. Mr. Lavender has an M.S. and Ph.D. in Computer 

Science from Virginia Tech. Mr. Lavender has also worked as a Networking Research Scientist 

and Computer Science Professor conducting advanced R&D on virtual machine architectures, 

network protocols, and distributed systems. He began his career in the early 1980s imple-

menting TCP/IP and other early Internet protocols on IBM VM/CMS and MVS mainframes, BSD 

Unix minicomputers, Sun/DEC workstations, and specialized network processors.
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George Macricostas, Chairman, CEO, and Founder
RagingWire

George Macricostas founded RagingWire in 2000 and served as the company’s first CEO. He 

is a successful entrepreneur, and with two patents to his credit he is a technology innova-

tor. He has grown the company to become an industry leader culminating in the invest-

ment of $350 million by NTT Communications in RagingWire in January 2014. Previously, 

Mr. Macricostas was a Senior Vice President at Photronics, Inc., a leading global supplier of 

photomasks to the semiconductor industry.

Sebastien Missoffe, Vice President
YouTube

Sebastien Missoffe joined Google in 2006 where he has served many roles including Direc-

tor for YouTube, EMEA Online Sales and Operations, as well as Head of South Europe for 

Online Sales with responsibility for advertisers and agencies in France, Spain and Italy. Mr. 

Missoffe has advised and led the American School’s IT and Publications departments in sev-

eral cutting-edge digital projects and his expertise in this area has proved to be invaluable 

as the School continues to develop its technological capacities in the 21st century. 

John Zavitsanos, Founder, 
AZA

John Zavitsanos is a widely-regarded trial lawyer from Houston and the founder of AZA, 

one of the premier trial boutique firms in the United States known for its prowess in intel-

lectual property and energy cases. His firm employs a number of lawyers who are former 

engineers and has been recognized nationally for litigation expertise by Best Lawyers, U.S. 

News & World Report, Chambers USA, and Law360. Mr. Zavitsanos is board certified in civil 

litigation by Texas and national groups and is routinely named one of the top 100 lawyers in 

Texas. He has tried more than 75 cases to verdict in complex commercial disputes. He was 

made an Archon by the Ecumenical Patriarch in 2004 and regularly speaks throughout the 

country on issues affecting the Greek Orthodox Church in the Middle East.

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE AMERICAN SCHOOL OF 
CLASSICAL STUDIES AT ATHENS

Alex Zagoreos, Chairman, Board of Trustees 
American School of Classical Studies at Athens

Mr. Zagoreos is a retired partner of Lazards, where he worked for 40 years. He is currently 

chairman of a number of listed investment companies, and also manages a beef farm in 

upstate New York. He holds B.A., M.B.A., and M.I.A. degrees from Columbia. The American 

School’s Gennadius Library Overseer since 2000 (Chairman since 2010), he became a Trus-

tee of the School in 2010 and was elected Chairman of the Board in 2016

Andrew Bridges, Board of Trustees 
American School of Classical Studies at Athens

Andrew Bridges is a Partner at Fenwick & West LLP, specializing in Internet law and litiga-

tion. He holds a B.A. from Stanford, B.A. and M.A. degrees from Oxford, and a J.D. from 

Harvard. An alumnus of the School (Summer Session 1974, Regular Member 1977–78), he 

has been a Trustee since 2006. 
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Jenifer Neils, Chair, Managing Committee
American School of Classical Studies at Athens

Elsie B. Smith Professor in the Liberal Arts

Case Western Reserve University

Professor Neils is an authority on the art of ancient Greece, with a specialty in iconography. 

She has written extensively on Athenian vase painting and on the sculptural program of the 

Parthenon. In addition to two books on the Parthenon, she produced a video documenting 

the novel seating arrangement of the gods. She has organized two major international loan 

exhibitions dealing with Greek art. Professor Neils has served as Vice-President for Publica-

tions of the Archaeological Institute of America and is currently the Chair of the Managing 

Committee of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens. As of June 2017, Profes-

sor Neils will be the next Director of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens.

Jim Wright, Director of the School
American School of Classical Studies at Athens

Professor in Department of Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology

Bryn Mawr College

Professor Wright’s primary research is in the evolution of complex societies in the Aegean 

and he has had a long interest in ancient Greek architecture. In 1972 he first came to 

Greece as a student member of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens. From 

1975–1977 he was Secretary of the School and is currently its Director. Prof. Wright also 

directs the Nemea Valley Archaeological Project, one of the first in Greece to bring PCs 

into the field and has been innovative in its methodologies and standardized recording 

of archaeological data. He has received numerous grants for his field research from the 

National Endowment for the Humanities, the National Geographic Society, and the Institute 

for Aegean Prehistory. 

John Camp, Director of Agora Excavations
American School of Classical Studies at Athens

John Camp received his B.A. from Harvard University in 1968. His M.A. (1972) and Ph.D. 

in Classical Archaeology (1977) are both from Princeton University. He has worked in the 

Athenian Agora since 1966, first as an excavator, later as assistant director, and now as 

its director, which he became in 1994. Dr. Camp has taught and lectured throughout the 

United States and the world. He was the Mellon Professor at the American School of Clas-

sical Studies from 1985–1996 and continues to teach there. He came to Randolph-Macon 

College’s classics department in 1996 to teach in the fall and January terms.

Joanne Berdebes, Director of Institutional Giving
American School of Classical Studies at Athens

Joanne Berdebes joined the American School of Classical Studies in Athens in May, 2016 as 

the Director of Institutional Giving. Prior to that, she was at Columbia University where she 

spent the past decade in various leadership positions and since 2009 served as the Associ-

ate Vice Dean for Research Administration and Finance. Her primary expertise is in manag-

ing large/complex research operations, interpreting and operationalizing policy, strategic 

planning, audit preparation and change management. She also brings high level expertise 

in grants management, strategic communications, research, grant writing, foundation/cor-

porate relations and project management. Ms. Berdebes holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in 

Sociology from Brandeis University and a Masters in Public Health from Boston University.
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DIGITAL RECORDING

John Ristevski, Chairman of the Board and CEO
CyArk

“Bringing History to Life with VR”

John Ristevski was formerly the Vice President of Reality Capture and Processing at Nokia’s 

mapping company, HERE, where he led the company’s initiative to index reality. John 

joined HERE in 2012 through the acquisition of his company, earthmine, which developed 

systems to capture and deliver highly accurate street level imagery and 3D data of cities. 

John is a Fellow of the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors and currently serves on the 

board of the nonprofit CyArk. He has lectured at Stanford’s Civil and Environmental Engi-

neering Department.

Elizabeth Lee, Managing Director
CyArk

“Bringing History to Life with VR”

CyArk is an international nonprofit organization with the mission to capture, archive and 

enable virtual access to the world’s cultural heritage. Ms. Lee’s expertise includes develop-

ing international partnerships in support of technology-driven solutions for cultural herit-

age protection, education, and appreciation. Originally trained as an archaeologist with 

excavation experience in Turkey and Hungary, Elizabeth has been applying 3D technologies 

to the cultural field for over a decade.
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AUGMENTED REALITY

Suzanne Stroh, Founder and CEO
Legion Group Arts

“ARVR at The Ancient Agora at Athens”
 

Augmented Reality (AR) allows us to see and experience what, before now, could only be 

imagined in the world around us. Virtual Reality technology (VR) will deliver this experience 

online to millions more visitors. Film producers Legion Group Arts Hellas, the Athens-based 

social enterprise, have teamed up with industry leader New York Times VR to offer this as-

tonishing new way for visitors worldwide to experience the Athenian Agora. 

 
James Bruce, Executive Producer
Legion Group Arts

“ARVR at The Ancient Agora at Athens”
 

What if you could stand at any point in the Athenian Agora and see it the way it looked at 

pivotal points in history? Without damaging the fragile site, technology can reveal hid-

den histories at the Agora to visitors at the site. Hollywood veteran producer Jamie Bruce 

(“Survivor”) along with Legion’s founder Suzanne Stroh explain the steps they want to take 

to make the first ARVR experience of the Acropolis and the Agora.

 
Daniel Lowenborg, PhD
Uppsala University and Disir Productions

“Augmented History”

Professor Lowenborg will be presenting a platform for Virtual/Mixed Reality apps that use 

the positioning functions of mobile devices to present reconstructed environments on site. 

The app allows the user to freely explore an environment and interact with objects and 

animated characters that present different aspects of the past. Through textual information, 

sounds and interactive quests, the user is presented with a vivid reconstruction of the site 

that stimulates an interest in the historical background and development of the area.

MARKET PLACE/CULTURAL MARKETS

Maria-Louiza Laopodi, Project Manager, START
Create Cultural Change Fellowship Program

Goethe-Insitut Thessaloniki

“Alternative Business Models for Historical and Cultural Materials”

Cultural material can be used in many other sectors beyond the typical venues of cultural 

consumption like museums, as the content is very rich in information. In order to do this, 

several processes need to be designed in order to turn cultural material from its original 

source into items that can be used in other tools and applications in sectors like tourism, 

entertainment, academia, life-long learning, and gaming.
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EDUCATION, STORYTELLING AND VISITOR EXPERIENCE

Maria Roussou, Assistant Professor
University of Athens, Department of Informatics & Telecommunications

“Emotive – http://www.emotiveproject.eu 

CHESS – http://www.chessexperience.eu

Professor Roussou will be presenting her work on interactive digital applications for visitors 

of cultural / archaeological sites; specifically, research and prototype methods to augment 

a site visitor’s experience, whether it be in person or online, through digital means (e.g., 

mobile devices) and drawing on the power of “emotive” storytelling. Our goal is to en-

gage visitors, trigger their emotions, connect them to other people around the world, and 

enhance their understanding, imagination and, ultimately, their experience of cultural sites 

and content.

Art Dimopoulos, Executive Director
National Hellenic Society

“The Greek Guide to Greatness”

Mr. Dimopoulos will be showcasing the work the NHS sponsored for public awareness cam-

paigns, as it is dedicated to the goal of preserving and passing on Hellenic heritage, culture, 

and values to the next generation through innovative, relevant, and meaningful programs 

in collaboration with the American Hellenic Institute, the National Hellenic Museum, and 

other like-minded organizations. 

Moira Lavelle, Social Media Manager
American School of Classical Studies at Athens

“New Media for a Classical Institution”

In today’s world, social media presence is an imperative need for every institution, com-

pany, and organization. It is a necessity for institutions and organizations that would appear  

to be the antithesis of this new media, such as museums, archives, or a school of classical 

studies. Questions addressed will be: What does it actually mean to create content, develop 

audiences, and fine tune strategies for social media for a classical institution? What are the 

goals? And what works?

Ioulia Tzonou-Herbst, Assistant Director, Excavations at Ancient Corinth
American School of Classical Studies at Athens

“Outreach to New Audiences at Ancient Corinth”

The Corinth Excavations of the ASCSA is dedicated to breaching the echo chamber of 

academia and disseminating archaeological research to wide audiences such as school 

children in the US and Greece, undergraduate and graduate students, and laypersons lo-

cally and worldwide. This presentation will discuss our outreach endeavors using Corinth’s 

monuments and a wealth of artifacts from our collections, with records of their discovery, 

excavations notebooks, and photos and drawings (all digitized since 2007). Lesson plans on 

a variety of subjects are now online that promote human stories of the past to new genera-

tions.
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ACADEMIC USAGE

Brady Kiesling, Writer, Archaeologist, ex-Diplomat
American School of Classical Studies at Athens

“ToposText”

Mr. Kiesling is the developer of ToposText (TT), a reference app for classically minded trave-

lers and scholars, containing a library of ancient texts mapped to thousands of geo-located 

ancient places. The TT database of 80,000 geo-linked, dated paragraphs should be one 

core component of a four-dimensional data ecosystem of sites, artifacts, and texts needed 

for enhanced visualizations of the past. Creating TT required digital tools that should be 

part of a broader humanities data manipulation/presentation toolkit with long-term institu-

tional support.

Reinhard Foertsch, Director of Information Technologies
German Archaeological Institute

“idai.world”

The German Archaeological Institute is an institution of research within the field of ar-

chaeology under the auspices of the federal Foreign Office of Germany. It was founded in 

1829 and is in operation in 13 departments and 7 stations in 13 countries. The idai.world is a 

modular set of information systems managing the digital research data as an infrastructure, 

based on the dai-cloud. Mr. Foertsch will present the overall framework and some examples 

of data visualization and analysis.

DIGITAL ARCHAEOLOGY

Greg Lavender, CTO, Cloud Architecture and Infrastructure Engineering
Citi

Follow the cultural evolution of original Greek scientific/technical ideas, beginning with 

Aristotle and Plato, using pictures of allegorical Renaissance paintings and ancient artifacts 

to illustrate the ideas. This presentation will tie together the mission of the School and the 

future of Digital Humanities in a unique and inspiring manner as a way to motivate the op-

portunity for the ASCSA to be a leader in Digital Humanities.

Thomas Levy, Professor of Anthropology
University of California, San Diego

“Cyber-Archaeology and Recent Land and Sea Research around the Gulf of Corinth, Greece”

To take advantage of the Information Technology revolution and archaeology, it is crucial 

to  establish digital workflows that integrate digital data capture, curation, analyses and 

dissemination. During the summer of 2016, the University of the Aegean and UC-San Diego 

carried out a land and sea project at Kastrouli and a number of small bays near Antikiyra on 

the Gulf Corinth  to develop    this approach for Mycenaean research.  

     A field archaeologist, Professor Levy also directs the Center for Cyber-archaeology and 

Sustainability at the Qualcomm Institute - California Institute of Telecommunications and 

Information Technology.
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CONTACT INFORMATION
For more information contact Karen Volpi at 609-454-6810 or kvolpi@ascsa.org 
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AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES AT ATHENS

54 Souidias Street, GR-106 76 Athens, Greece   

Tel.: +30-213-000-2400

6-8 Charlton Street, Princeton, NJ 08540-5232   

Tel.: 609-683-0800 

www.ascsa.edu.gr


