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Dear Colleagues,

The year 2011 witnessed a record number of monographs published by the 
ASCSA, and you will find information about each of these new publications 
in the following pages. You will notice something new in this catalogue, too: 
QR codes on nearly every page. If you have a smartphone, download a free QR 
code reader, open the app, and point your phone’s camera at the code to launch 
a webpage containing links to special features, sample chapters, and other 
interesting, free content for each of our new books. The QR code below links to 
the main Publications page of the ASCSA’s website where you can browse our 
older titles.

In 2012, the ASCSA begins to offer a new way to purchase and read its 
monographs, eBooks and print+digital bundles, which are now sold through our 
distributors, the David Brown Book Company and Oxbow Books. Buy a print 
copy of a book for your office, and for a little more receive the digital edition for 
use while traveling or in the field. Individual eBooks are also available for sale. 
New titles are the first ASCSA publications to be sold as eBooks, and older titles 
will become available over time.

Hesperia enters its 81st year having recently moved to JSTOR’s Current 
Scholarship Program. Subscribers of the print+electronic and e-only editions 
now have access to the full run of the journal in one place online at jstor.org. 

I hope you enjoy all of the publications the ASCSA has to offer, as well as the new 
ways you can acquire and read them.

With all best wishes for 2012,

Andrew Reinhard
Director of Publications
@ascsapubs on Twitter See all ASCSA titles 

with this QR code
or visit ascsa.edu.gr/
publications

http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/index.php/publications/
http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublication?journalCode=hesperia
https://twitter.com/#!/ascsapubs
http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/
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Histories of Peirene: A Corinthian Fountain in  
Three Millennia

BETSEY A. ROBINSON

Spanning three millennia and touching a fourth, Peirene developed from a name-
less spring to a renowned source of inspiration, from a busy landmark in Classi-
cal Corinth to a quiet churchyard and cemetery in the Byzantine era, and finally 
from free-flowing Ottoman fountains back to the streams of the source within 
a living ruin. These histories of Peirene as a spring and as a fountain, and of its 
watery imagery, form a rich cultural narrative whose interrelations and mean-
ings are best appreciated when studied together. The author deftly describes the 
evolution of the Fountain of Peirene framed against the underlying landscape 
and its ancient, medieval, and modern settlement, viewed from the perspective 
of Corinthian culture and spheres of interaction. Published with the assistance 
of the Getty Foundation. 

Betsey A. Robinson is Associate Professor of History of Art and Classical Studies at 
Vanderbilt University.
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Figure 129. Peirene: Chamber III, 
east wall, detail of reconstruction by 
P. Duell, Corinth I.6, pl. XIV

Figure 130. Peirene: Chamber III, 
east wall, current state
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Figure 131. Peirene: Chamber IV, 
west wall, detail of reconstruction by 
P. Duell. Corinth I.6, pl. XV

Figure 132. Peirene: Chamber IV, 
west wall, current state of paintings. 
Entire wall showing gastropod and 
diving fish, a snail, three porgies, a 
spiny lobster, a clam, and a croaker

chapter six160  •

ἐν δ’ ἱστοὶ λίθεοι περιμήκεες, ἔνθα τε Νύμφαι 
φάρε’ ὑφαίνουσιν ἁλιπόρφυρα, θαῦμα ἰδέσθαι· 
ἐν δ’ ὕδατ’ ἀενάοντα.

At the head of the harbor is a long-leafed olive tree, and near it is a pleasant, 
shadowy cave sacred to the nymphs that are called naiads. in it are mixing 
bowls and jars of stone, and there too the bees store honey. And in the cave 
are long looms of stone, at which the nymphs weave purple webs, a wonder to 
behold; and in it are also ever-flowing springs.27

indeed, from the age of Homer, caves are the places where deities are born and where 
immortals and mortals find shelter to make love. nymphs are prominent from the earliest 
sources, whether as protagonists or supporting figures. The Homeric Hymn to Hermes 
(4.5–9) envisions the conception of Hermes by the nymph Maia and Zeus in a shady 
cave.28 it is also in the Homeric Hymns (26.5) that the lasting image of Dionysus in a cave 
of the nymphs is born; thereafter, he would be a recurring figure in cave imagery.29

some of the earliest ancient figural representations of grottoes probably adorned the 
upper registers of the so-called Chest of Cypselus at olympia. An authentic Corinthian 
work of the early 6th century B.c., this cedar casket was embellished with gold and ivory 
reliefs organized in tiers or friezes.30 it is preserved in a description by Pausanias, who 
catalogued the scenes with inscribed captions and attempted to decipher uninscribed 
subjects. in the second tier, Pausanias (5.19.6) identifies Dionysus reclining in a cave, 
surrounded by vines, apple trees, and pomegranate trees. immediately above Dionysus, 
he interprets a scene of a man and a woman asleep in a grotto as odysseus and Circe 
(5.19.7), noting the resemblance of four attendant handmaidens to Homer’s description 
(Od. 10.348–374). Working from Pausanias’s observations, modern scholars have rightly 
suggested that a more fitting identification is the marriage of Peleus to Thetis in her grotto.31

inhuman, monstrous beings also inhabit caves—hominoids like Polyphemus and the 
giant Alcyoneus, and formal hybrids like centaurs and the Chimaera and scylla—and the 
cave as monster lair is another prominent manifestation of the cave in Archaic art.32 Among 
the earliest images, siebert notes the cave of the nemean lion or the Pythian serpent.33 in 
early Archaic representations of caves, sometimes the cave itself is merely suggested, as 

in an image on a fragment of an Argive vessel of about 680 B.c., which 
shows the blinding of Polyphemus (Fig. 88).34 An interior space here is 
defined by flat, geometric panels, but its uncivilized bearing is indicated 
by a sort of mattress of multicolored boulders; these directly anticipate 
the pillowy stones of Corinth’s Cyclopean Fountain.

More typical of the Archaic period is the rendering of caves in a sort 
of shorthand that resembles a simple cross-section, and for this there 
are a number of Corinthian examples. A Middle Corinthian skyphos 
of the first quarter of the 6th century B.c., now in the Louvre, portrays 
Heracles in the land of the centaurs (Fig. 89).35 The centaur Pholus 
stands ready to host the hero by the mouth of his cave home, shown 
in a deep, sickle-shaped section and complete with hearth, cauldron, 
and utensils. Heracles, however, is already striding into the fray, to do 
battle with the less urbane centaurs to the left. This profile or sectional 

Figure 88. Protoargive vase fragment 
showing the blinding of Polyphemus, 
ca. 680 B.c.
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view was the predominant 
stylization of rustic caves 
and bowers on Corinthian 
and Attic vase paintings 
through the 5th century 
B.c. Variations indicate 
significant artistic license, 
with rock faces ranging from 
smooth cuts to beetling 
blobs, often further textured 
with incisions or added 
white pigment. Alternatively, 
where the painter desired to 
indicate a chasm or a vale, 
pendant outcrops might rise 
up to frame the scene.36 As siebert has already remarked, these early representations often 
capture their subject with more force and greater depth than later treatments do.37

in the list of early caves should be included the lair of the Monster of troy on a Late 
Corinthian column krater of about 560–550 B.c., now in boston (Fig. 90).38 nothing more 
than a big bare skull, the monster is posed as if emerging from the ground, in this case 
rendered not in section but as a gaping black hole.39 The monster is an amalgam of fossil 
mammal and reptilian skeletal remains—the life models for a Corinthian artist in search 
of new ways of rendering the horrific.40 since the Corinthia lacks the type of fossil beds 
that would produce the raw material for the monster, either the marvelous bones or the 
artist must have been well traveled. The combination of fossils—minimally doctored—
into a mythological monster reflects a Corinthian interest in the land and underland, and 
a keen eye for details, as well as individual genius.

Figure 89. Protocorinthian skyphos 
depicting Heracles before the grotto 
of Pholus, embarking on Centauro-
machy, first quarter of 6th century 
B.c. Paris, Musée du Louvre, inv. 
MNC 677 (L 173)

Figure 90. Corinthian column krater 
depicting the Monster of Troy, ca. 
560–550 B.c. Boston Museum of 
Fine Arts, inv. 63.420
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the symposium 
in context
Pottery from a Late Archaic House 
near the Athenian Agora
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Kathleen Lynch is Associate Profes-
sor in the Department of Classics at the 
University of Cincinnati. She has worked 
on sites in Italy, Greece, Albania, and 
Turkey. 

This book presents the first well- 
preserved set of sympotic pottery recov-
ered from a household near the Athenian 
Agora. The deposit contains utilitarian 
and fine-ware pottery, nearly all the fig-
ured pieces of which are forms associated 
with communal drinking. The archaeo-
logical context allows the iconography 
of the figured wares to be associated 
with a specifically Athenian worldview, 
in contrast to Attic figured pottery made 
for export markets. Since it comes from 
a single house, the pottery reflects the 
purchasing patterns and thematic prefer-
ences of the homeowner. The multifac-
eted approach adopted here shows that 
meaning and use are inherently related, 
and that through archaeology we can 
restore a context of use for a class of 
objects frequently studied in isolation.

Front cover:
Type C cup, bearded male figure holding a 
Corinthian skyphos

Back cover:
(Left) Type C cup, owl between two tendrils
(Right) Type C cup, eight-spoke wheel
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“The major objectives of the study are excellent 
ones, and reflect the best current directions of 
pottery studies . . . [They] demonstrate deci-
sively how much greater the whole is than the 
sum of its parts.” 

— Nicholas D. Cahill, Professor of Art History, 
University of Wisconsin-Madison

46

“[This book] contributes valuable information 
about what an Athenian family was actually 
using, which helps us make inferences about 
their behavior. . . . Readers will find it useful 
and interesting to examine a household assem-
blage, especially to be able to study an Athenian 
house’s well-preserved assortment of pottery 
used for symposia.” 

— Martha K. Risser, Associate Professor of  
Classics, Trinity College
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“[This book] contributes valuable information 
about what an Athenian family was actually 
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and interesting to examine a household assem-
blage, especially to be able to study an Athenian 
house’s well-preserved assortment of pottery 
used for symposia.” 

— Martha K. Risser, Associate Professor of  
Classics, Trinity College

The Symposium in Context: Pottery from a  
Late Archaic House near the Athenian Agora

KATHLEEN M. LYNCH

This book presents the first well-preserved set of sympotic pottery recovered 
from a household near the Athenian Agora. The deposit contains household and 
fine-ware pottery, nearly all the figured pieces of which are forms associated with 
communal drinking. Since it comes from a single house, the pottery also reflects 
purchasing patterns and thematic preferences of the homeowner. The multifac-
eted approach adopted in this book shows that meaning and use are inherently 
related, and that through archaeology one can restore a context of use for a class 
of objects frequently studied in isolation.

Kathleen M. Lynch is Associate Professor in the Department of Classics at the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati.
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with leaves and one blob-fruit in field around them. Side B: At left, Dionysos seated 
facing right on an okladias. Wears a himation and holds a kantharos, shown in 
side view, away from his body. At right, draped female figure dancing with krotala 
moves right and looks back left. Two branches in field around them with one 
blob-fruit. Under one handle, a satyr moving right and looking back at Side A.  
Under opposite handle, draped female figure in same pose as dancer on Side B. 

Figure 21. amphoriskos 3: (a) pro- 
file drawing; (b) side a; (c) side b;  
(d, e) under handles. Scale 1:2.  
Profile drawn author; inked E. Schmitt

a b c

d e
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Her head overlaps the handle. Reserved: underside and exterior face of foot, top of 
lip, interior of handles, and interior below neck. Added white: female flesh, part of 
Dionysos’s wreath, neckline of Dionysos’s garment, joints of okladiai, possibly hearts 
of palmettes. Added red: beards of Dionysos and satyr, tail of satyr, garment folds, 
Dionysos’s wreath, satyr’s fillet, fillet on females, dots on grape clusters, probably 
band on fillet above foot. Hasty drawing and incision.

For small-scale amphoras, see Agora XXIII, pp. 128–131, nos. 206–225, pls. 24– 
26. The combination of neck motifs is not common for the class. It is found on a 
slightly larger Dot-band Class amphoriskos London, BM 63, 7–28, 443, CVA Lon- 
don, British Museum 4 [Great Britain 5], pl. 70 [215]:7a, b, and on at least two 
amphoriskoi of Light-Make Class (ABV, pp. 593–600), Tarquinia RC 1629, 
ABV 598, no. 31, CVA Tarquinia 2 [Italy 26], pl. 35 [1184]:3, 4; and Bologna 42,  
ABV 598, no. 24, CVA Bologna 2 [Italy 7], pl. 22 [321]:1, 2. The style does not 
match any of the hands Beazley assigned as painters of the Dot-band Class. For 
amphoriskoi, style is closest to Munich J1218, CVA Munich 9 [Germany 48],  
pl. 35 [2332]:4, and 36 [2333]:1–3, which the author associates with the Krotala 
Group of painters of lekythoi, and two amphoriskoi by the Michigan Painter, 
Michigan 2599, ABV 344, no. 9, CVA Michigan 1 [USA 3], pl. 14 [99]:3a, b; and 
Copenhagen 8757, CVA Copenhagen, National Museum 8 [Denmark 8], pl. 316 
[319]:2a, b. The style in general most closely matches that of the Kalinderu Group 
of lekythos painters, ABV, pp. 503–504, Agora XXIII, pp. 234–235, nos. 1075–1082, 
pl. 85 for examples. In particular, the folds of Dionysos’s garment emanate from 
both the arm and the knee, and the head declines slightly. A satyr on a lekythos by 
the Kalinderu Group from Rhitsona (R135.75, ABV 504, no. 13, Ure 1927, pl. 15) 
matches the satyr under the handle on 3. The Kalinderu Group is near the style 
of the Campana Painter of black-figured cups (ABV, pp. 653–654, CVA Louvre 10 
[France 17] pls. 117 [752], 118 [753], 119 [754]:1, 2), whose Dionysoi are near 
replicas of Dionysos on 3 and the Kalinderu Group lekythoi. Pose, drapery, and 
wreath are among the consistent details. The wreath is such a typical trait that the  
small fragment Louvre C 10457, ABV, p. 654, no. 10, CVA Louvre 10 [France 17], 
pl. 118 [753]:12, can be attributed to the Campana Painter. Moore hinted at the 
relationship between the lekythos painters and painters of small amphoras based 
on the shared subsidiary patterns on both forms (Agora XXIII, p. 12). It is well 
known that better painters, such as the Edinburgh Painter and the Theseus Painter, 
worked on both lekythoi and small closed shapes, thus it is likely that their less 
skilled associates did the same.

Dot-band Group (D. von Bothmer in Camp 1996)
Kalinderu Group (Lynch 1999)
Ca. 500

s tamnos
*4 (P 32345) Stamnos Fig. 22

+49.76–49.14 m (Level 2)
P.H. 18.0; Diam. foot 15.5
Mended from 20 fragments to make up two joining fragments, foot (b) and 

lower wall (b), about the bottom third of vessel. The joining fragments have not 
been mended because contact area is so slight. Four lead clamps represent ancient 
repair, holding foot to body. Peeling black glaze, mottled red in places. Attic clay 
with several large white inclusions.

Spreading ring foot with thick torus outer face rising on underside to rounded 
bottom of vessel with slight nipple at center. Flat, vertical fillet at junction of foot 
and wall bounded at top and bottom by an incised groove. Ovoid body. Lower 
third and underside of foot reserved.

Illustration 3. Type C cup (89), detail

Illustration 4. Type C cup (90), detail

Illustration 5. Type C cup (91), detail

Illustration 6. Type C cup (92), detail
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Translated by John C. Davis and Elizabeth Key Fowden

GENNADEION MONOGRAPHS VI

Exploring Greek  Manuscripts 
in the Gennadius Library

Edited by Maria L. Politi and Eleni Pappa

Maria L. Politi is President of the Greek  
Paleographical Society.

Eleni Pappa is a researcher at the Academy  
of Athens.

Exploring G
reek M

anuscripts in the G
ennadius L

ibrary

The Gennadius Library (known as 
“the Gennadeion”) contains a large collection of 
books on various aspects of post-classical Greek 
culture and history. The Library’s archives are 
the repository of many more important pho-
tographs, manuscripts, documents, and special 
collections. The Gennadeion Monographs se-
ries exists to publish studies related to the col-
lections of the library.

Politi and Pappa

Front cover: Genn. MS 42, fol. 2v. Nikephoros 
Blemmydes, Epitome logica

Back cover: Genn. MS 5.3, fol. 31. The ekphonesis with 
a depiction of the Holy Trinity

Greek manuscript production has a long and fascinating history, covering  
       almost every area of intellectual, religious, literary, and administrative endeav-
or in the Greek-speaking world of the medieval and early modern eras. Exploring 
Greek Manuscripts in the Gennadius Library features 12 essays on the tremendously 
rich and exquisite Greek manuscript collection of the Gennadius Library. Each of 
the authors is a leading manuscript scholar, and each chapter is illustrated by color 
plates highlighting some of the most interesting and beautiful examples held in the 
Library’s care.
      The Gennadius Library of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens 
and the Greek Paleographical Society have joined together to produce this volume 
on Greek manuscripts in both Greek and English. Their publication marks the re-
launch of the Gennadeion Monographs series and allows the American School of 
Classical Studies to continue its commitment to bilingual publishing. 

Greek Paleographical Society: ΙSΒΝ 978-960-88303-1-8
Eλληνικη παλαιογραΦικη εταιρεια

Politi jacket ENG REV.indd   1 9/20/11   11:59 AM
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appendix

Contents of the Mathematarion (fols. 1, 2)

Abbreviations have been resolved and the names and initial words of the titles written 
in capitals. The numbers refer to the pagination of the manuscript. Not included in 
the table of contents are extracts from Isocrates, To Nicocles (pp. 412–413), and the 
beginning of an Encomium in Honor of John the Baptist and against Pride (p. 602), 
which were clearly added later. 

Riddles by many authors, very fine Folio         1

Chrysoloras’s Sententiae 17

Gavrios’s Quatrains 63

Leo the Wise, Song on the Second Coming of Christ 85

Ignatios, Hortatory Iambics 92

Gregory the Theologian, Ethikon alphabeton iambikon 95

Phocylides, Nouthetikon Poiema 97

John of Damascus, iambic canon on the nativity of 
Christ

113

Another iambic canon on the holy Epiphany, poem by 
John of Damascus

123

Another iambic canon on the holy Pentecost,
poem by John Arclas

133

Lucian, Dialogues of the Dead 147

Isocrates, Advice to Demonicus 209

By the same author, Second Discourse to Nicocles on 
Kingship

339

Proclus, archbishop of Constantinople, our father 
among the saints, First Treatise on the Holy Epiphany

259

By the same author, Second Treatise on the Passion of 
Christ on Holy and Good Friday

267

By the same author, Third Treatise on Holy Easter 272

Nikephorus Basilakes, the rhetor, First Ethopoiia 279

4.  The manuscript has many leaves 
that are not written upon, the page 
following 361 is blank, and on the 
lower part of the page on which 
the sketch appears there is also suf-
ficient space, but despite this, the 
author of the sketch preferred the 
nook formed by the last line and, 
in particular, by the phrase at the 
end of the text.

5.  Whoever sketched the head had 
stuck it, if I may be allowed the 
expression, just above the word 

“Theotokos”. “The end of the ser-
vice of supplication to the all-holy Theotokos” is the phrase that closes the text.

6.  The title of the text, at the end of which the figure was sketched, reads as fol-
lows: “The canon of supplication to the all-holy Theotokos, sung in all contri-
tion of the soul and in need. Poem by the monk Theosteriktos.”

The temptation to suggest a hypothesis that would explain the existence of this 
particular sketch at this particular place in this particular manuscript is great: who 
could resist imagining, given the information provided above, that the old mathema-
tarion, whose material included various verse canons, had become a prayer book in 
the hands of the student laboring over the fate of his comrades and waiting his own 
turn to be arrested? If this were the case, agonizing and praying only shortly before his 
own arrest “in all contrition of the soul and in need,” reading the canon of supplica-
tion, perhaps Emmanouil made a clumsy sketch of the figure of Rigas at the end of the 
text, below the phrase “chasing away the darkness of ignorance” and directly above the 
word “Theotokos.” p

Figure 2. Could this be the face of Rigas, 
sketched by his anguished comrade Ioannis 
Emmanouil?

Exploring Greek Manuscripts in the  
Gennadius Library

Maria Politi and Eleni Pappa (eds.)

The production of manuscript books continued to be a thriving industry in Greece 
until the end of the 18th century, over 300 years after the introduction of Greek 
printed texts. From theological and ecclesiastical materials to biographical ac-
counts, the range of subject matter skillfully copied by the scribes was broad, and 
the study of these books offers fascinating insights into the development of Greek 
identity and the wide variety of written culture. This book contains 12 essays on 
the particularly rich and representative Greek manuscript book collection of the 
Gennadius Library. The authors are all leading manuscript scholars, and the papers 
are illustrated in color with some of the most interesting and beautiful examples 
held in the Library’s care.

A modern Greek edition is also available.

Maria Politi is President of the Greek Paleographical Society. Eleni Pappa is a  
researcher at the Academy of Athens.

Plate 5  •  (Mitsani)

Genn. MS 1.5, fol. 2. Epistle of Eusebius to Carpianus

Plate 4  •  (Mitsani)

Genn. MS 1.5, fol. 1v. Note of Saint Epiphanios
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Inscriptions: The Dedicatory Monuments

Daniel J. Geagan

This is the last of five volumes presenting inscriptions discovered in the Athenian 
Agora between 1931 and 1967. Published here are inscriptions on monuments 
commemorating events or victories, on statues or other representations erected 
to honor individuals and deities, and on votive offerings to divinities. Most are 
dated between the 4th century b.c. and the 2nd century a.d., but a few survive 
from the Archaic and Late Roman periods. A final section documents monuments 
that are potentially dedicatory in character, and a small number of grave markers 
that were omitted from Agora XVII. Each of the 773 catalogue entries includes a 
description of the object inscribed, bibliography, a transcription of the Greek text, 
and a detailed commentary. 

Daniel J. Geagan authored The Athenian Constitution after Sulla (Hesperia Suppl. 12) 
and was Professor of History at McMaster University.
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c. Fragment (I 592), preserving a portion of line 1. Found on March 20, 1933, in a Late Roman context east 
of the Tholos (H 12).

H. 0.055 m; W. 0.065 m; Th. 0.025 m (with molding); L.H. 0.012 m.
d. Fragment (I 733), preserving portions of lines 2 and 3. Found on April 29, 1933, in a Late Roman context 

east of the Tholos (H 11).
H. 0.03 m; W. 0.12 m; Th. 0.025 m; L.H. (line 3) 0.013 m, (line 2, pres.) 0.015 m, (line 2, est.) 0.023 m.
e. Fragment (I 3933), preserving portions of lines 3 and 4. Found on March 31, 1936, on the surface west 

of the Odeion ( J 11).
H. 0.065 m; W. 0.09 m; Th. 0.73 m; L.H. 0.012 m.

2nd or 3rd century a.d.

molding
 a b c
  v Ἀριστοκλ̣ε[̣- - - -]α̣ν ἐπώ̣ν[υμο- - - - ἐπὶ] τὰ ὅπ[λα - - -]

 d γ̣[ραμματε- βο]υλῆ̣ς κ̣[αὶ δήμου - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -]
  [- - - - - ἀ]ν̣τιγραφεὺς [- - - - - - - ὑ]πογραμ[ματεὺς - - -] e
    [- - - - - Παρ]αμονο[- - - - - - - - -]

Line 1: lambda: the peak of a triangular letter; epsilon: the upper portion of the vertical on the break; al-
pha: a trace confirmed by the presence of red paint in the upper tip of a letter centered on the letter space, as 
reported by J. S. Traill; omega: most of the circumference except the bottom. Line 2: gamma: the horizontal 
and a very short portion of the vertical; eta: the lower tips of two verticals; kappa: the lower tip of the vertical. 
Line 3: nu: the top of the right vertical.

Citation of non-Eleusinian aeisitoi, the grammateus (or keryx) of the boule and demos (line 2), the antigra-
pheus and hypogrammateus (line 3), and possibly the hieraules (line 4), with the hoplite general (line 1) marks 
the prytanical nature of this document and makes restoration of the eponymos (of the phyle) more likely in line 1 
than archon eponymos.99 Juxtaposition with the antigrapheus permits restoration of hypogrammateus as a nomina-
tive; otherwise lack of fuller context prevents restoration of case endings to the other titles. The architectural 
context is unusual for a prytanical document, as Traill (per ep.) agrees. Traill proposes restoring the name of 
Aristokleides, son of Philisteides, of Piraeus in line 1; he was eponymos in the first decade of the 3rd century, 
had been archon in 176/7,100 and was named in a list of distinguished men of ca. 175–185 (C120). Eucharistos, 
son of Paramonos, of Epieikidai, hieraules among the aeisitoi in prytany lists from prior to a.d. 165/6 until  

a.d. 168/9, can be restored in line 4.101 Paramonos occurs as a name also in several other 2nd-century Athenian 
families; other names ending -αμονος or -αμων are uncommon.102

Oversized letters give the man named in line 2 heightened prominence, possibly as donor of the building 
for which the cornice was sculpted. Such a role would have been appropriate to the current grammateus of the 
council and demos or to the eponymos of a phyle. The fragments were all found in the prytanikon, immediately 
east of the Tholos and the Propylon to the Bouleuterion, where the decrees honoring 3rd and 2nd centuries 
b.c. prytaneis were set up;103 The colonnaded porch to the Tholos and the Propylon to the Bouleuterion are 
nearby.

C112 (Pl. 10). Fragment of a Pentelic marble plaque (I 4229), preserving portions of the smoothly dressed face 
and of the roughly picked back; broken away to both sides, above, and below. Found on June 1, 1936, in a Late 
Roman context in a cistern on the south slope of kolonos Agoraios (B 13:4).

H. 0.125 m; W. 0.06 m; Th. 0.03 m; L.H. (lines 1–3) 0.009, (lines 4–7) 0.005 m.

2nd or 3rd century a.d.

  [- - -] Γ Αὐρ̣[- - - -]
  [- - -]όδωρ[ος - - -]
    [Αἰ]ξων[εύς]
  [ὁ τὸν] σῖτο[ν - - -]
 5 [- - - -]σικ[- - - - -]
  [- - - -]υ̣λ.[- - - - - -]
  [- - - -]ο̣[- - - - - - -]

Line 1: rho: the vertical is preserved, but the loop obscured. Line 6: upsilon: the upper end of the right arm. 
Line 7: the top of a circular letter.

Possibly a catalogue of grain magistrates (see C104).

MONUMENTS SET UP BY PUBLIC AND PRIVATE RELIGIOUS BODIES 

In addition to instruments of governance104 and votive offerings (below, pp. 285–289), epigraphical 
evidence of cult organizations includes catalogues of devotees105 set up by individuals as a liturgy 
(C120–C122) or by committees as records of service (C113–C117), sometimes following a decree 
of the members (C118, C121).106 Catalogues of cult devotees are sculpted on bases (possibly C117–
C119, C122, C123, possibly H499, possibly X713), on pillar monuments (C113–C115), on stelai 
(C120, C121, possibly X720), on votive altars (C116), or even on architectural blocks (C209).

The members of the phyle Aiantis set up a statue (C119). The genos of the kerykes, who ad-
ministered the city Eleusinion, set up lists of distinguished Athenians who prepared the lectister-
nium for Pluto (C120, probably C123),107 and a list of over 700 names possibly of initiates (C121). 
The Praxiergid genos dedicated a monument to Herakles (C113) and the Euneidai to Dionysos 
Melpomenos (C118). Cult officials set up a catalogue of the paianistai to Asklepios on the same 
monument that displayed a paian to koronis and Asklepios (C122),108 and the therapeutai, whether 
of Asklepios, of the Egyptian gods, or possibly of the Syrian goddess, set up a catalogue (C117). A 

99. For a catalogue of the aeisitoi, see Follet 1976, pp. 490–
505.

100. See Traill 1982, pp. 216–218, no. 22; kapetanopoulos 
1984, p. 181.

Figure 1. Drawing of C111, showing vertical spacing of fragments and cross section of cornice. 
Scale 1:2. W. B. Dinsmoor Jr. 

101. Traill 1978, pp. 309–311, no. 31, line 44; Follet 1976,  
p. 495; Nordquist 1994, pp. 84–85 and n. 25. For a homony-
mous auletes, but from the deme Epieikidai, see Norquist 1994, 
p. 85.

102. The reverse index of LGPN II has only one alternative 
for a name ending in -αμονος, dated to the 5th century b.c., 
and two alternatives for a name ending in -αμων, neither of 
them common, dated to the first three centuries a.d.

103. Agora XV, p. 3 and pl. 1.
104. A phratry (Agora XVI, no. 255F = SEG XXXII 150); 

the kerykes (Agora XVI, nos. 77, 271) and Eumolpidai (Agora 
XVI, no. 306), or both (IG II2 1236); other gene (IG II2 1229); 
the Salaminioi (SEG XXI 527); orgeones (Agora XVI, nos. 130, 

161, 245, 329, 235;); thiasotai (Agora XVI, nos. 223, 230, 231; 
SEG XXI 534); and other cult organizations (Agora XVI,  
nos. 307, 324, 325, 330). See IG II2 1229–1355 for comparable 
materials. For private religious associations, see Parker 1996, 
pp. 333–342.

105. See IG II2 2338–2361 for comparable material.
106. As for example IG II2 1297, 1298, 1322, 1335.
107. IG II2 1933, 1934, 1935 (= IG II2 2464); Clinton 1974, 

p. 29, n. 122; 1992, p. 20; Parker 1996, pp. 250, 295. Miles 
(Agora XXXI, pp. 101–102) treats Pluto’s shrine. 

108. For continuity of membership, see Oliver 1940 (SEG 
XXXIX 194 = IG II2 2481). Another chorus served in the 
Piraeus (IG II2 2963).
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The Early Bronze Age Village on  
Tsoungiza Hill

Daniel J. Pullen

While “corridor houses” like the House of the Tiles at Lerna have provoked wide-
spread discussion about the origins of social stratification in Greece, few settlements 
of the Early Bronze Age (ca. 3100–2000 b.c.) have been thoroughly excavated. This 
important study integrates the presentation and analysis of the archaeological 
evidence from a single settlement that flourished on Tsoungiza Hill in the Nemea 
Valley from the Final Neolithic until the end of the Early Helladic period. The first 
part of the volume details the stratigraphy, architecture, deposits, and ceramics of 
each of the five major periods represented; chapters on the material culture follow, 
including the small finds, textiles, crafts and industry, chipped and ground stone, 
and faunal and palaeoethnobotanical remains.

Daniel J. Pullen is Professor of Classics at Florida State University.
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701

702 703

699 Bass bowl fig. 6.60
(91-2-26) eu 5 cistern 1 (harland’s excavation)
rim fragments mended from six sherds. diam. rim 

0.14.
class 51. fine even 10yr 7/2 burnt. tiny–small 

irregular gray inclusions.
Shape Xii.2. Bass bowl. Syntax B (but could be 

Syntax d). interior rim: motif Viia.5 (solid triangles 
above three horizontal lines). Shoulder: motif ts iVa.66 
(multiple horizontal lines with two rows of alternating 
diagonal short bars) set between four vertical lines to 
form panel for entire side. lower body reserved?

“p W” or “p Well” on sherds. lerna iV phase 1–2.
early helladic iii

700 Narrow-necked jar fig. 6.60
(91-2-22) eu 5 cistern 1 (harland’s excavation)
Body sherd. Max. p.W. 0.08, diam. neck/shoulder 

junction ca. 0.13.
class 59. Medium uneven 7.5yr 7/4–5yr 7/2 core. 

tiny and small angular gray, red, and white inclusions.
form XVii. Jar, narrow-necked. two taenias of type 

d cross on shoulder.
“p ii” in pencil on sherd.
early helladic iii

701 tankard fig. 6.61
(91-2-31) eu 5 cistern 1 (harland’s excavation)
Body fragment mended from three sherds. Max. 

p.W. 0.22.

class 51. Medium burnt. tiny and small round white 
and dark, tiny and small irregular dark inclusions.

form iii. tankard. Syntax B. upper shoulder solidly 
painted. Shoulder: motif i.2 (two horizontal lines) 
above reserved band, then motif ts Xi.14 (crosshatched 
lozenges) with motif ts iii.3b (grouped vertical lines 
intersecting horizontal lines) above and below. Bottom 
of overall pattern uncertain.

“p Well” on sherd. lerna iV phase 1(–2).
early helladic iii

702 flask fig. 6.61
(91-2-29) eu 5 cistern 1 (harland’s excavation)
rim and handle fragment. diam. rim 0.05.
class 57. fine uneven 7.5yr 7/4–7.5yr 6/2 core. No 

visible inclusions.
Shape XiX.1. flask. plain.
“p W” (i.e., Well) on sherd.
early helladic iii

703 Base figs. 6.34, 6.61
(91-2-6) eu 5 cistern 1 (harland’s excavation)
Base and wall fragment. diam. base 0.06.
class 51. fine even 10yr 7/3. greenish tinge, but 

very fine (no visible inclusions).
Base, closed, probably of a tankard. Black paint. 

Syntax e? lower body reserved. underside of base: 
motif iii.9 (two sets of three lines intersect within circle; 
oblique intersection).

“p Well” in pencil.
early helladic iii

Figure 6.61. eh iii pottery from eu 5 cistern 1 (701–703). Scale 1:3

“p Well” in pencil.
early helladic iii

698 Bass bowl fig. 6.60
(91-2-24) eu 5 cistern 1 (harland’s excavation)
rim fragment. diam. rim 0.11.
class 51. fine even 7.5yr 7/4–7.5yr 7/2 core. 

Virtually no visible inclusions.
form Xii. Bass bowl. Burnished before paint. Syntax 

B (probably, or d). interior rim: motif Viia.4b (solid 
triangles above two horizontal lines). Shoulder: motif 
ts Viie.25c (multiple triangles).

“p Well” on sherd. lerna iV phase 1–2.
early helladic iii

Figure 6.60. eh iii pottery from eu 5 cistern 1 (695–700). Scale 1:3

696

697 698

695

699 700

144 the early helladic ii initial period 145deposits

Figure 4.3. eU 5, plan of southeast sector

Figure 4.4. eU 5, view of southeast sector, from south

Walls 38 and 39
Wall 38
location: e20698–20700/n6449–6451
level top of wall: +373.04–373.27; level bedrock 

to north: +372.79–84; level bedrock to south: 
+372.78; level bottom of wall: ca. +372.80

Wall 39
location: e20700–20701/n6450
level top: +373.07–373.16; level bedrock to north: 
+372.86

Figure 4.5. eU 5, eh ii initial features in southeast sector

Figure 4.6. eU 5 Wall 38, view from north

Wall 38 (Fig. 4.6) is a 2.0–2.1 m long segment of a curvilinear wall apparently bedded on 
the marl bedrock. Wall 38 was formed by two lines of small to medium stones (ca. 0.10 x 
0.15–0.25 x 0.30 m) with the space between filled with other stones and earth. the preserved 
portion runs approximately east–west, so the inner side of the curving wall is to the south. 
the west end of Wall 38 was destroyed by the construction of Wall 11 and no remains of 
Wall 38 were found to the west of Wall 11. the east end is poorly preserved, ending around 
the e20700 line; no construction of later date that might have destroyed the east end was 
identified. Whether Wall 38 was entirely circular or merely an apsidal portion of an otherwise 
rectangular structure is unknown. separate calculations on the inner curve and the outer 
curve yield an estimated diameter of 2.50 m for the interior and 3.50 m for the exterior. if 
circular, the structure would have had a rather small interior space of only about 5 m2 (see 
restoration in Fig. 4.5).
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Land of Sikyon
Archaeology and History of a Greek City-State

YA N N I S  A .  L O L O S

Ancient Sikyon, in the northeastern Peloponnese, was a major player on the Mediterranean stage, 
especially in the Archaic and Hellenistic periods. This comprehensive study combines a discussion 
of the geological and historical background with the results of original research based on many years 
of archaeological fieldwork. Author Yannis Lolos, drawing upon the limited excavations in Sikyonia, 
literary sources, and mostly his own extensive survey data, traces the history of the human presence in 
the territory of Sikyon from prehistory to the early modern period. A series of detailed maps plots the 
position of many previously unknown roads, fortifications, and settlement sites.

“Lolos has established what must stand as the most comprehensive account 
of the visible antiquities of the Sikyonia.”

— Mark Munn, Professor of Ancient Greek History, Greek Archaeology, and 
Classics and Ancient Mediterranean Studies, Penn State University

“Land of Sikyon represents a major advance in our understanding of an 
important region of the Peloponnese. Apart from its contribution to our 
knowledge of Sikyon itself, it helps to clarify the geographical and politi-
cal relationships between that state and Corinth, Phlious, and Kleonai, 
and so will be welcomed by scholars with interests in all those areas.”  

— Mark Landon, Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Classics, 
Mount Holyoke College

Yannis Lolos is an Associate Professor in the Department of History, 
Archaeology and Social Anthropology at the University of Thessaly.

http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/index.php/publications/book/?i=9780876615393
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Land of Sikyon: Archaeology and History  
of a Greek City-State

Yannis A. Lolos

Ancient Sikyon, in the northeastern Peloponnese, was a major player on the Medi-
terranean stage, especially in the Archaic and Hellenistic periods. This comprehen-
sive study combines a discussion of the geological and historical background with 
the results of original research based on many years of archaeological fieldwork. 
Author Yannis Lolos, drawing upon the limited excavations in Sikyonia, liter-
ary sources, and his own extensive survey data, traces the history of the human 
presence in the territory of Sikyon from prehistory to the early modern period. 
A series of detailed maps plots the position of many previously unknown roads, 
fortifications, settlements, and sites of various purposes.

Yannis A. Lolos is Associate Professor of Archaeology at the University of Thessaly.
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Land of Sikyon
Archaeology and History of a Greek City-State

YA N N I S  A .  L O L O S

Ancient Sikyon, in the northeastern Peloponnese, was a major player on the Mediterranean stage, 
especially in the Archaic and Hellenistic periods. This comprehensive study combines a discussion 
of the geological and historical background with the results of original research based on many years 
of archaeological fieldwork. Author Yannis Lolos, drawing upon the limited excavations in Sikyonia, 
literary sources, and mostly his own extensive survey data, traces the history of the human presence in 
the territory of Sikyon from prehistory to the early modern period. A series of detailed maps plots the 
position of many previously unknown roads, fortifications, and settlement sites.

“Lolos has established what must stand as the most comprehensive account 
of the visible antiquities of the Sikyonia.”

— Mark Munn, Professor of Ancient Greek History, Greek Archaeology, and 
Classics and Ancient Mediterranean Studies, Penn State University

“Land of Sikyon represents a major advance in our understanding of an 
important region of the Peloponnese. Apart from its contribution to our 
knowledge of Sikyon itself, it helps to clarify the geographical and politi-
cal relationships between that state and Corinth, Phlious, and Kleonai, 
and so will be welcomed by scholars with interests in all those areas.”  

— Mark Landon, Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Classics, 
Mount Holyoke College

Yannis Lolos is an Associate Professor in the Department of History, 
Archaeology and Social Anthropology at the University of Thessaly.
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Figure 5.29. Classical artifacts from 
various sites. Scale 1:3

Figure 5.30. Classical artifacts from 
various sites. Scale 1:3. Drawings K. Sotiriou

(a) HS-144. Black-glazed skyphos. Second 
half of 5th century. Torus ring foot and 
lower wall. P.H. 0.033; p.Diam. (base)  
0.11 m. 5YR 7/6 (reddish yellow). Red  
glaze on interior.
 (b) HS-118. Bowl. 5th or 4th century. 
Shallow flaring body curving up to 
outturned rim. S-shaped profile. P.H. 0.03; 
est. Diam. (rim) 0.12 m. 10YR 8/3 (very 
pale brown). Black glaze on interior and 
exterior. 
(c) HS-118. Kotyle. 5th century. Flaring 
ring foot and straight, flaring wall. P.H. 
0.028; est. Diam. (base) 0.06 m. 10YR 8/3 
(very pale brown). Band with rays on lower 
body. 
(d) HS-4. Kotyle. Second half of 5th 
century. Foot and slightly convex wall. P.H. 

0.03 m. 10YR 7/4 (very pale brown). Black 
glaze on interior, semiglazed on exterior.
(e) HS-52. Black glazed skyphos. 4th 
century. Torus ring foot and steep wall. P.H. 
0.025; est. Diam. (base) 0.07 m. 10YR 7/3 
(very pale brown). Unglazed.
(f ) HS-97. Black glazed saucer. Attic. 
Inturned, thickened lip. P.H. 0.02; est. 
Diam. (rim) 0.11 m. 5YR 7/6 (reddish 
yellow). 
(g) HS-28. Black glazed convex-concave 
saucer. Attic. Inturned, outward-thickened 
rim. P.H. 0.02; est. Diam. (rim) 0.09 m. 5YR 
7/6 (reddish yellow). 
(h) HS-118. Round-mouth oinochoe. 
Concave neck and everted lip. P.H. 0.065; 
est. Diam. (rim) 0.12 m. 5YR 5/4 (reddish 
brown). 

(i) HS-88. Stew pot. Slightly convex wall 
and horizontal rim. P.H. 0.05; est. Diam. 
(rim) 0.20 m. 5YR 7/6 (reddish yellow) with 
inclusions. 
(j) HS-118. Lekane. 5th–4th century. 
Convex wall, beginning of horizontal, round 
handle bent upward, and hooked rim. P.H. 
0.08; est. Diam. (rim) 0.37 m. 5YR 6/6 
(reddish yellow). Traces of black slip on 
interior and exterior. 
(k) HS-54. Loomweight. Conical with 
straight bottom and high beveling. H. 
0.09; Diam. (base) 0.042 m. 2.5Y 8/4 (pale 
yellow). Wt. 0.277 kg. 
(l) HS-97. Loomweight. Conical with 
concave base and high beveling. H. 0.85; 
Diam. (base) 0.042 m. 2.5Y 8/4 (pale 
yellow). Wt. 0.202 kg.

sanctuary, judging by the number of miniature vases and architectural re-
mains concentrated in one area. Kriepepa 1 (HS-65), below the village of 
Paradeisi, is also laid out on a hillside overlooking the Asopos River. The 
site covers an area of 20,000 m2, and has a sizable Classical component; 
we observed many ashlar blocks reused in early modern terraces. Unlike 
all the rather densely populated Classical sites described above, Classical 
artifacts at Agia Aikaterini of Krinai (HS-41) were thinly spread over an 
area of ca. 50,000 m2, with a few clusters of artifacts and ashlar blocks 
observed. The site probably represents a settlement of a dispersed nature.

In addition to these, four more large sites ranging in size between 
20,000 and 30,000 m2 yielded material evidence that could be broadly 
dated between the Archaic and the Early Hellenistic period (HS-20, HS-
101, HS-127, HS-138). Typical finds in these sites include black-glazed 
body sherds, ashlar blocks, and glazed Lakonian tiles. Pre-Roman artifacts 
represent most or at least a significant part of the material at three of these 
large sites (HS-101, HS-127, HS-138), but the ceramic diffusion here is 
low to moderate.

Medium Sites

In addition to these large sites, we mapped a number of medium-size sites 
ranging from 8,000 to 20,000 m2. Four we recognized as certainly Classical  

(HS-30, HS-56, HS-62, HS-73); the other two contain artifacts that 
were assigned generally between the Archaic and the Early Hellenistic 
periods (HS-25, HS-129). The one site with a predominant Classical 
phase (HS-30) showed a low-density scatter of mostly plain pottery, but 
also included some fine ware (from skyphoi and kotylai) and architectural 
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στεγα
Τhe Αrchaeology of Ηouses and  
Ηouseholds in Αncient Crete

E D I T E D  B Y 
K E V I N  T.  G L O WA C K I  A N D 

N ATA L I A  V O G E I KO F F -B R O G A N

“This volume comprises an important and useful collection of papers 
reflecting the state of household archaeology and domestic studies on 
ancient Crete.”

— Bradley A. Ault, Associate Professor of Classics
University at Buffalo

“Cretan material is distinctively different from material from elsewhere in 
the Greek world. This volume could therefore be influential in stimulating 
debate about regionalism in the domestic sphere in different periods.”
    

— Lisa Nevett, Professor of Classical Archaeology
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

Kevin T. Glowacki is Assistant Profes-
sor of Art and Architectural History at 
Texas A&M University. 

Natalia Vogeikoff-Brogan is Doreen 
Canaday Spitzer Archivist of the Ameri-
can School of Classical Studies at Athens.

Back cover:
Small-scale recreation of the Early Minoan 
settlement at Phournou Koryphi, Myrtos, as 
viewed from the west.   Photo J. Atkinson

This volume presents the papers of 
an international colloquium on the ar-
chaeology of houses and households in 
ancient Crete held in Ierapetra in May 
2005. The 38 papers, which range from 
a study of household activities at Neo-
lithic Phaistos to a discussion of the 
domestic correlates of “globalization” 
during the Early Roman Empire, dem-
onstrate a variety of methodological 
approaches to the understanding of the 
built environment in all of its manifesta-
tions. Key themes include the variabil-
ity of domestic organization and house-
hold composition; the role of houses 
and households in mediating social 
(and perhaps even ethnic) identity; and 
household activities of all types, from 
basic subsistence to production and 
consumption at a suprahousehold level. 

Front cover:
Building A of Cluster B2 at the Hellenistic 
settlement of Trypitos, Siteia, from the west.  
Photo N. Vogeikoff-Brogan

Hesperia Supplement 44
520 pp, 252 col and bw figs, 19 tables
ISBN 978-0-87661-544-7  •  Now Available
Paper $75 / £45 /€60

http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/index.php/publications/book/?i=9780876615447


e v i  s ikl a th e  elus iv e  d om e st ic  s h r ine  in  neopal atial  cre te222 223

I have attempted to identify the activities in which these vessels may 
have been involved, regardless of their architectural setting. The purpose of 
this exercise is not to differentiate between secular and religious activities 
or spaces; the vessels with bull representations have a strong ritual quality 
in and of themselves, meaning they conferred a religious character to an 
activity even when there was no other indicator of ritual. In my sample I 
include vessels from contexts that represent households of varied positions 
within the socioeconomic spectrum of MM III–LM IB Crete from the 
central and eastern regions of the island.20 For the purposes of this paper, 
I discuss only the nonpalatial contexts.21 The assemblages in which the 
bull vessels appear are from floor deposits, and their use seems to have 
ended in a catastrophic event (earthquake or destruction by fire) that sealed 
the deposit’s contents,22 thus making the find contexts of the bull vessels 
informative of their use context at the moment of the destructions. The 
study is based on the published information about the sites mentioned, 
including preliminary reports, so it may be modified when the final pub-
lications become available.

The study of the contexts of the vessels with bull representations 
shows that they tend to be associated with certain types of activities within 
settlements throughout the Neopalatial periods.23 The first of these is 
“food consumption.” In this category I include assemblages that indicate 
the intake of drink and food. The second activity is “food preparation,” 
and perhaps also the “preparation of substances other than food.” This  

Figure 20.1. Bull rhyton from Build-
ing BQ on Pseira. Courtesy American 
School of Classical Studies at Athens,  
Alison Frantz Photographic Collection

Figure 20.2. Bull lid from the lustral 
basin of Block B at Palaikastro.
Bosanquet and Dawkins 1923, fig. 59;  
courtesy British School at Athens

20. Households are defined here 
simply as the people that lived and 
interacted within a single architectural 
unit.

21. Palatial buildings such as the 
Ayia Triada villa or the building at 
Archanes Tourkogeitonia are excluded, 
but most of the so-called villas are 
included in the sample.

22. Driessen and Macdonald 1997, 
pp. 15–18.

23. R. Koehl (2006, pp. 283–290, 
303–310) has also studied many of the 
deposits I discuss here, and he has in- 
dependently arrived at similar conclu-
sions about the activities involving 
rhyta.

TABLE 20.1. BULL VESSELS IN MM III–LM IB HOUSES

Identified Activities Site Date Vessel Type

Total of 
Assemblages 
per Activity

Food consumption and 
ritual use

Knossos, Sphakianakis plot
Palaikastro, Block B, room 3

MM IIIB–LM IA
LM IB

rhyton
lid

2

Food consumption and/or 
ritual use or storage

Phaistos, Chalara North, room ι
Pseira, Building AB, room 12

MM IIIA
LM IB

head rhyton
head rhyton

2

Food consumption and/or 
storage

Phaistos, Acropoli Mediana
Pseira, Building AF
Zakros, Building N, room 19

MM IIIB
LM IB
LM IA

rhyton
rhyton
kernos

3

Food preparation Knossos, Vlachaki plot
Phaistos, Building XLI, room 102

MM IIIA
MM IIIA

bowl/basin
rhyton

2

Preparation of food or other 
substances or ritual use

Palaikastro, Block Delta, room 18 MM IIIB–LM IB bucket jar 1

Storage Tylissos, House A
Malia, House Ζβ, room 1
Apodoulou
Phaistos, Building XLIII, room 104
Gournia, House Cm, room 58
Gournia, House Ac, room 20
Pseira buildings: BQ, room 1; AA, 

room 4; BT, room 1; AB, room 4

LM IB
LM IB
LM I

MM IIIB
LM IA
LM IB
LM IB

pithos
jug

head rhyton
head rhyta, 2
head rhyton
head rhyton

rhyta, 3; piriform jar

11

Special storage Sklavokampos, room 4 LM IB rhyton 1

Special storage or food con- 
sumption and ritual use

Knossos, Royal Road North House LM IB head rhyton 1

Total of assemblages with bull vessels: 23

Figure 20.3. Bucket jar with bull  
and double-axe iconography from 
room 18, Block Delta at Palaikastro.
Reproduced with permission of the British 
School at Athens

στεγα: The Archaeology of Houses and 
Households in Ancient Crete

KEVIN T. GLOWACKI AND NATALIA VOGEIKOFF-BROGAN (EDS.)

This volume presents the papers of an international colloquium on the archaeology
of houses and households in ancient Crete held in Ierapetra in May 2005. The 38 
papers, which range from a study of household activities at Neolithic Phaistos to 
a discussion of the domestic correlates of “globalization” during the early Roman 
empire, demonstrate a variety of methodological approaches to the understanding 
of the built environment in all of its manifestations. Key themes include the vari-
ability of domestic organization and household composition; the role of houses
and households in mediating social (and perhaps even ethnic) identity; and house-
hold activities of all types, from basic subsistence to production and consumption 
at a suprahousehold level. 
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to and within Minoan structures was simultaneously highly controlled and 
variable.19 Similarly, a large hall with a column takes the place of a pier-
and-door partition hall in the north part of the east wing of the “villa” at 
Makrygialos (Fig. 21.7), where a lack of finds indicates that it served as 
a reception area.20 It is tempting to suppose that the preference for the 
“vernacular hall” indicates a more humble origin for the building’s patron, 
but an alternative explanation might be that she/he was actively promoting 
identification with a long-held tradition in domestic architecture.

Lo oking Beyond Crete

Thera

The plan of the West House at Akrotiri, Thera (Figs. 21.8, 21.9), both 
conforms to the SWAS or “vernacular hall” tradition and provides new 
information about the use of this plan through the extraordinary level of 
its preservation.21 At first glance, the size (ca. 150 m2), absence of ashlar  

Figure 21.7. Makrygialos villa, plan.
L. A. Hitchcock, after Davaras 1997, p. 118, 
plan 1

19. Hitchcock 2000, p. 87.
20. Davaras 1992b, 1997. As a 

court-centered building lacking other 
features associated with “palaces,” such 

as ashlar masonry and pier-and-door 
partition halls, Makrygialos confounds 
the distinction between “villas” and 
“palaces.”

21. Michailidou 1987, p. 523. Paly-
vou (1999) points out less notable exam- 
ples at Akrotiri, including Houses A, B, 
and D, and the house at Thirasia.

Figure 21.8. Akrotiri, West House, 
view from the south. Photo L. A.  
Hitchcock

Figure 21.9. Akrotiri, West House, 
plan. B. O’Neill, after Palyvou 1988, pl. 8

walls,22 and ground plan of the house associate it both with the vernacular 
tradition as well as with McEnroe’s type 2 house plan.23 However, the 
elaborate program of marine-themed frescoes decorating the upper floor 
indicate occupancy or use by the elite of Aegean society; such fresco deco-
ration is a feature previously limited to McEnroe’s type 1 Minoan house.24 
Thus, the evidence of the West House suggests that it is time either to 
reevaluate Minoan house typology or to employ a more flexible scheme 
through the quantification of formal features and techniques.25

22. There is some ashlar used to 
strengthen the corners and the area 
around the windows. See also Palyvou 
1999, p. 611.

23. McEnroe 1982, pp. 7–10, fig. 2.
24. McEnroe 1982, p. 19, table 2, 

only records the presence of frescoes for 
type 1 houses. The presence of frescoes 
in type 2 houses further reduces the 
heuristic value of McEnroe’s typology.

25. E.g., Driessen 1989–1990; 
Hitchcock and Preziosi 1994.

m
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16  iM 3553  Pair(?) of bronze earrings fig. 2.98
Diam. max. (outer) 0.021 m
slightly corroded. one intact and one in three piec-

es. Perhaps a pair.
Hoops of plain, thin bronze wire, circular in section. 

simple hitch clasp preserved on one.
Cf. 17; Corinth Xii, no. 2012 (“Byzantine”); Miller 

1980, p. 192, pl. 43:a (gJ 35a, b from grave 5, nemea, 
5th to 6th centuries).

Bibliography: Marty Peppers 1979, pp. 301–302,  
fig. 97:a (MCon1).

Worn by one or two of the adults buried in neg 67-
001.

17  iM 5019  Bronze earring fig. 2.99
Diam. max. (outer) 0.034 m
intact.
Hoop of plain, thin bronze wire, circular in section. 

ends twisted into hooks to form a simple hitch clasp.
Cf. 16; same parallels.
Bibliography: Isthmia Vii, no. 259.
Worn by the individual, probably an adolescent or 

adult woman, buried in Pal 56-001 (figs. 2.80, 2.81).

18  iM 67-6  iron buckle fig. 2.100
p.l. 0.072, p.Diam. (loop) 0.026–0.031, Diam. max. 

(hole) 0.008 m

severly corroded. loop slightly broken on one side. 
tongue snapped near base.

Circular hoop, possibly circular in section. long, 
thin tongue attached to loop, but shape and articula-
tion marked by corrosion.

Cf. Corinth Xii, nos. 2175, 2176 (4th to 8th centuries) 
for buckles with same general form.

Worn by a child buried near the top of neg 67-001 
(fig. 2.12).

19  iM 69-36, 69-37  Pair of gold earrings fig. 2.101
Diam. 0.024 m
intact. Matching pair.
thick, heavy gold wire twisted into a cable, forming 

circular hoop ridged in section. Clasp with small globe 
on exterior of hoop for hitch.

Bibliography: Michaud 1970, pp. 945, 946, fig. 126; 
Clement 1972, p. 166, pl. 136:a–c; Isthmia V, p. 78, n. 48, 
pl. 21:b.

Worn by the young woman (C) buried in neg 69-
001 (fig. 2.21).

20  iM 69-43  Bone pendant cross figs. 2.102, 2.103
l. 0.024, W. 0.020 m
intact but surface scraped and pitted.
greek cross carved from bone with multifaceted 

knobs on ends of three lower arms. top arm has circular 

Figure 2.95. Cooking pot (12). Scale 1:2

Figure 2.96. Pierced coin  
(pendant?; 14). Scale 1:1

Figure 2.97. Bronze finger  
ring (15). Scale 1:1

Figure 2.98. Pair(?) of bronze  
earrings (16). Scale 1:1

Figure 2.99. Bronze  
earring (17). Scale 1:1

Figure 2.100. iron buckle (18). Scale 1:1 Figure 2.101. Pair of gold  
earrings (19). Scale 1:1

suspension loop pierced lengthwise with ringed base. 
lower arms somewhat circular in section but flattened. 
square panel at intersection of arms with sharp rim and 
interior incised to create raised quadrants. originally 
hung on a necklace with variegated beads (21a–k).

Cf. Corinth Xii, nos. 2080–2083 (“Most are from 
tenth–twelfth century contexts, but some might well be 
much earlier. . . . Concerning the chronology of the en-
tire group of pendant crosses, few generalizations can 
be made,” p. 256); Miller 1988, p. 3, pl. 5:a (gJ 106, 
109 from graves, nemea, 5th to 6th centuries) for same 
basic design.

Worn on a beaded necklace (21) by the infant buried 
in t14 69-991.

21  iM 69-44–69-54  Beaded necklace figs. 2.102, 2.103
the following 11 beads of various materials and 

forms, together with the bone pendant cross (20), 
comprised a necklace worn by the infant buried in t14 
69-991. the string was not preserved and the arrange-
ment of the objects is unknown. Perhaps the beads were 
strung so that they alternated in shape, material, or col-
or. Presumably the cross held the central position and 
hung over the middle of the chest.

a  iM 69-44
l. 0.010 m
intact.
smooth green stone. roughly rectangular, trapezoi-

dal in section, pierced lengthwise.
b  iM 69-45
Diam. 0.005 m
intact, but surface weathered so color is not apparent.
flattened glass sphere.
Cf. Corinth Xii, nos. 2437–2440, 2442, 2444–2447, 

Figure 2.102. Beaded necklace with bone pendant cross (20–21),  
suggested reconstruction. Scale 1:1

The Roman and Byzantine Graves and  
Human Remains

JOSEPH L. RIFE

This study describes and interprets the graves and human remains of Roman 
and Byzantine date recovered by excavation between 1954 and 1976 in several 
locales around the Isthmian Sanctuary and the succeeding fortifications. This 
material provides important evidence for both death and life in the Greek 
countryside during the Late Roman to Early Byzantine periods. Examination 
of burial within the local settlement, comparative study of mortuary behavior, 
and analysis of skeletal morphology, ancient demography, oral health, and 
paleopathology all contribute to a picture of rural Corinthians during this 
transitional era as interactive, resilient, and modestly innovative.

Joseph L. Rife is Associate Professor in the Department of Classical Studies at Van
derbilt University.
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have since abandoned this approach for several reasons: the morphological types used by 
angel and others were based on disparate samples; they were poor reflections of genetic 
reality; they were theoretical constructs without secure historical basis; they oversimplified 
biological diversity by applying a generalizing concept of races; and they underestimated the 
range of variability within single groups.94

despite the shortcomings of this program, the basic goal of tracing genetic relationships 
between groups over space and time was an important one. The modern study of biological 
distance between skeletal samples at different sites through the statistical analysis of poly-
genic traits can reveal the relatedness or divergence between ancient peoples. such analysis, 
however, requires the comprehensive collection and publication of both metric and non-
metric traits from human remains at different sites, the formation of samples that accurately 
represent the biological populations from which they are derived, and the selection of traits 
that are directly controlled by genes.95 as more human remains from Roman and Byzantine 
graves in the Corinthia are fully published, it will be possible to situate the skeletal sample 
from the isthmus within the changing regional population by charting its distance from or 
proximity to other samples.96

Growth and Stature

The size of postcranial bones in subadults and adults reveal patterns of growth and stature. 
as individuals age from birth to adulthood, they experience intensive phases of growth 
during the first year of life and adolescence after which osseous fusion is completed and 
full stature is reached. Growth and stature are two basic aspects of an individual’s physical 
appearance that arise from various biological and environmental factors. The reconstruc-
tion of subadult growth and adult stature in a skeletal sample is an important component 
of osteological analysis because it furnishes a criterion for evaluating somatic differences 
between groups. The inclusion of stature in anthropological reports serves another simple 
but important purpose in helping modern readers imagine what ancient people might have 
looked like. The human remains of late Roman to early Byzantine date from the isthmus 
attest to the growth and stature of local residents. however, the significance of these local 
characteristics cannot be fully established because little metric data exists from other sites 
for comparison.

Growth rates are usually calculated for postcranial bones prior to epiphyseal fusion us-
ing age at death as indicated by dental development. in the late Roman to early Byzantine 
skeletal sample from the isthmus, growth was only measured in the maximum diaphyseal 
lengths of bones present in at least nine subadults, namely, the clavicle, humerus, ulna, ra-
dius, and fibula (fig. 5.41). The ages used to determine the rate of growth are the means of 
the age ranges estimated for each individual. since the oldest subadult was no older than 
twelve years, these rates reflect maturation only in infancy and childhood, not adolescence. 
over this span of life, the limb bones grew gradually longer, with the greatest increase in 

94. Cf. Wesolowsky 1973, p. 344, criticizing angel’s identi-
fication of two late Roman or early Byzantine skeletons bur-
ied in lerna hollow at Corinth as “negroid” (Wiseman 1969,  
p. 86, nn. 38–39); see also the assessment in Roberts et al. 
2005, pp. 41–42.

95. larsen (1997, pp. 302–332) provides a general discus-
sion of biological distance in skeletal studies.

96. an early study of the isthmian sample (Rife and Gie-
sen 1994) attempted to assess the biological distance between 
the Classical skeletons from the West Cemetery and the late 
Roman to early Byzantine skeletons from the fortifications 

based on select cranial and mandibular measurements. The 
study tentatively proposed biological continuity between the 
two samples but stressed the provisional nature of this conclu-
sion. The case cannot be proven because of the small size of 
the sample and the simplicity of the statistical test. moreover, 
without substantial skeletal remains of hellenistic or early Ro-
man date for comparison, the apparent craniomorphological 
similarity between the earlier and later samples might be at-
tributed to phenotypic stabilization or even reversion after a 
period of divergence rather than to genetic continuity.

Figure 5.6. neG 69-103B. Scale 1:3

Figure 5.7. neG 69-004B. Scale 1:3

Figure 5.8. neG 69-004C. Scale 1:3

Figure 5.9. neG 69-004d. Scale 1:3



This study describes and interprets the 30 graves and 69 sets of human remains of Roman and Byzantine date recovered by excavation between 1954 and 1976 in several locales around the Isthmian Sanctuary 
and the succeeding fortifications. The graves and human remains provide important evidence for both death and life in the Greek countryside during the Late Roman to Early Byzantine periods. Examination 
of burial within the local settlement, comparative study of mortuary behavior, and analysis of skeletal morphology, ancient demography, oral health and paleopathology all contribute to a picture of the rural 
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This study describes and interprets the 30 graves and 69 sets of human remains of Roman and Byzantine date recovered by excavation between 1954 and 1976 in several locales around the Isthmian Sanctuary 
and the succeeding fortifications. The graves and human remains provide important evidence for both death and life in the Greek countryside during the Late Roman to Early Byzantine periods. Examination 
of burial within the local settlement, comparative study of mortuary behavior, and analysis of skeletal morphology, ancient demography, oral health and paleopathology all contribute to a picture of the rural 
Corinthians over this transitional era as interactive, resilient and modestly innovative.

This monograph considers the painted frieze on the facade of Tomb II at Vergina (ca. 
330–280 B.C.) as a visual document that offers vital evidence for the public self-stylings 
of Macedonian royalty in the era surrounding the reign of Alexander the Great. The 
hunting scene on the frieze reflects the construction of Macedonian royal identity through 
the appeal to specific and long-standing cultural traditions, which emerged, long before 
Alexander’s reign, from a complex negotiation of claims to heroic and local dynastic 
pasts, regional ideals of kingship, and models of royal behavior provided by the East.
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The American School of Classical Studies at Athens (ASCSA) is a research 
and teaching institution dedicated to the advanced study of the archaeology, 
art, history, philosophy, language, and literature of Greece and the Greek world. 
Established in 1881 by a consortium of nine universities, the School now serves 
graduate students and scholars from more than 180 affiliated colleges and uni-
versities, acting as a base for research and study in Greece. 

As part of its mission, the School directs ongoing excavations in the Athenian Agora 
and at Corinth and sponsors all other American-led excavations and surveys on 
Greek soil. At its base in Athens it also maintains research facilities including the 
Wiener Laboratory for Archaeological Science, the Blegen Library, and the Gen-
nadius Library—a center for the study of post-classical Greece. 

The Publications Office, based in Princeton, New Jersey, exists to disseminate the 
work of the School, and to publish other important works on Greek studies to the 
highest editorial and production standards. The Office is guided by a Publications 
Committee composed of leading scholars. Proposals and manuscripts on topics 
related to the mission of the School are always welcome, and author guidelines 
can be found on our website (www.ascsa.edu.gr/publications).

All book orders—including those for Hesperia Supplements—should be sent to the  
David Brown Book Company (in North America) or Oxbow Books (outside North 
America). All subscriptions, claims, and other inquiries about Hesperia should be 
directed to Turpin Distribution. See pages 23–24 for further details. 
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