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2500 years from the battle of Marathon
On the anniversary of the battle – Sunday, 12th September 2010, 19.30
we shall walk to the Grave Mound,

…to relive History, 

listening to Herodotos’ account of the battle
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On September 12th, 490 BC, 2500 years ago, just a few Greeks, fighting for their cities’ democratic values, succeeded contrary to all expectations, in defeating the overwhelming might of the autocratic Persian Empire.   
It was a victory that became a legend for Greeks and acted as a source of inspiration and moral strength through the centuries of subsequent history. It became a legend also for other people, inspiring creative artists through the centuries. It is no chance that in our own age, inspired by the achievement of Phidippides, hundreds of Marathons are run every year, in every corner of our earth. 

Between 2000 and 2003, ELLINIKI ETAIRIA (Hellenic Society for the Environment and Cultural Heritage) had taken a prominent part in the international movement for the protection of the historical site of Marathon, so that Marathon becomes again a destination in its own right for travellers from Greece and all over the world, with its valuable natural features, the largest wetland in Attica, the sand dunes and the rare pine forest, which are mentioned from the time of Aeschylus, Herodotos and Aristophanes. That movement inspired people all over our planet to join their voices with ours in the aim of preserving Marathon.

Today, ELLINIKI ETAIRIA and the Municipality of Marathon are setting themselves an objective, to work consistently for the gradual restoration of the damaged historical landscape. 

There is much to be done. We are beginning this year, with activities that will have a long-term effect. 

“CULTURAL FOOTPATHS”

FOR THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF MARATHON
Together with the Municipality of Marathon, we are creating a network of footpaths for pedestrians and cyclists, supported by the A.G. Leventis Foundation. To be called “CULTURAL FOOTPATHS”, they will enable the visitor to wander through the wider area, with the assistance of appropriate signage on the footpaths, and visit the Mound, the Victory Tropaion, the Mesosporitissa church, the Makaria Spring, the Pine Forest, the ancient quarries, the Temple of the Egyptian Gods. 
Our advisors in this scheme are the Academician Mr. Vasilios Petrakos and Mr. George Steinhower, both distinguished archaeologists. 

The plan is that these paths should be available on the internet to encourage cultural tourism in a sustainable form that will be beneficial to the region’s inhabitants. 

12 September 2010, 19.30
On the anniversary of the great battle we shall walk to the Tymvos Mound and relive history. The ancient sound of flutes, unchanged over the centuries, will accompany us. We shall sit quietly on the ground around the Mound. Then the well-known actors Lydia Koniordou, Konstantinos Markoulakis and Lefteris Vogiatzis will read the accounts of the battle from Herodotos, accompanied by ancient musical instruments - ancient Greek  lyra and avlos by Yannis Xanthoulis, and nay by Charis Lambrakis. We are hoping that some passages will be read in English. Maria Polyzou, the marathon runner who recently repeated the original run of legendary Greek soldier Pheidippides, will also participate. Artistic direction by Lydia Carra.   
The message of Marathon continues to move human beings, perhaps because above all else, it symbolizes the ability of human beings, when they believe in certain values and have confidence in themselves, to overcome all odds. That is a message which Greeks need today, but so do all the people of the world and so indeed does our small and vulnerable Planet. 

     
Kindly supported by the Eastern Attica Prefecture and the A.G. LEVENTIS Foundation.  

Please support this event, forwarding the invitation to your friends.   

Meeting Point: Plateia Paralias Marathona (Marathon Beach Square). 30-minute walk to the Tymvos Mound, and return to the same place after the event, through footpaths in the area.
Parking Facilities: Municipal Parking – Plateia Paralias Marathona (Marathon Beach Square). 

NOTE: Those unable to join the walk, can park close to the Tymvos Mound. Parking is prohibited in front of the Tymvos, where the event will take place. In the archaeological site there will be seating available for those in need – participants could also bring their own cushions. Walking shoes are recommended. 
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