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where he is fueling a little Sili-
con Valley…there are 32 pro-
grammers feeding 32 families.” 
He said Innovation Acceler-

ator, the company of board
member John Pirovolakis has
also hired programmers, and
declared “we want to inspire
more of these types of projects.”
The third area is education

“we have identified three ac-
credited schools in Greece, the
American College of Athens, the
American College of Thessa-
loniki and the American Farm
School of Thessaloniki, whose
campuses are the site of innov-
ative and dynamic programs.”
“Because they are U.S. ac-

credited, there are checks and
balances,” and we know their
money will be properly spent.”
To learn more about the new

dimension developed in re-
sponse to the Greek crisis visit:
www.greekamerica.org/pro-
jects. The Greek America Foun-
dation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization that Pappas
founded in 1997 because he
wanted “to change the status
quo in our community.”
It focuses, he said on Greek

ideals, but not what usually
comes to mind. “Other people
do food, faith and family much
better than I do,” he said, and
added the Foundation focuses
on the three “Ps”: philotimo,
philanthropy and paideia. What
he call the “lost ideals” of excel-
lence that slip when Greeks de-
fine themselves exclusively
through the three “Fs.”
Everybody does the Ps, he

said. Chicago has food festivals
year round. He said what
makes Greek-Americans special

is their commitment to excel-
lence, to be the very best at
what they strive for – as indi-
viduals –where they stumble is
in their collective endeavors.
At Stix, the focus was on the

ideal of philanthropy, the spot-
light on the Greek crisis. He and
his colleagues had asked them-
selves, “now that we have cre-
ated this amazing network of
successful Greeks in America
and Canada, what are we doing
to help Greece? Greece is burn-
ing,” Pappas declared, “literally
and figuratively.”

“We call ourselves Greek-
Americans,” he continued. “If
we don’t care about what’s hap-
pening in Greece right now then
we are not good Greek-Ameri-
cans…and by no means are we
good Greek Orthodox Chris-
tians, he thundered.
“Are we just using the Greek

tag to look at a credit in a movie
and say ‘ooh, that’s Jennifer
Aniston. She’s Greek, you
know.’”

THIS IS GREECE?
He had their attention and

would not let go. He kept

sounding the alarm.
The city that hosted the glit-

tering 2004 Olympics now has
20,000 homeless people. Pappas
then said he is working with
Doctors Without Borders. Its
Athens director told him “We
need your help and we need it
fast, because we have a tuber-
culosis epidemic on our hands
in Athens.” The same group re-
cently spent $185,000 to stop a
Malaria epidemic near Sparti.
“The last time we dealt with
malaria was in southeast
Africa,” he was told.

“Guys we are talking about
Greece,” Pappas appealed, “the
country where our parents and
grandparents come from, where
we spend our vacations. The
people of Greece are suffering.”
He said “That’s why we took

a stand and created Project
Hope for Greece, because hope
is the last things to die. As long
as hope exists, good things can
happen.” Pappas wants to help
by generating innovative ideas. 
He emphasized that the or-

ganizations they support are
carefully examined. The Niar-
chos Foundation has given them
the catalogue of organizations
they have vetted and he added
that “100 percent of the money
we raise is going to Greece,” be-
cause their administrative costs
have already been covered by
major donors. 
The Foundation website

bears the coveted GuideStar
USA distinction which reports
on U.S. nonprofit companies.
“Transparency and sustainability
are two things we are very
proud of,” Pappas told TNH.
People have picked up the

ball from Pappas and are run-
ning it. He told of Broadway en-
tertainer George Psomas’ 30th
birthday party. 
“In lieu of gifts, he told his

200 invited guests to bring a do-
nation to Project Hope for
Greece. The third-generation
Greek-American with few rela-
tives in Greece told Pappas he
wanted to help” because this
country gave me so much. It’s
what defines me and flows
through my veins.”
The proceeds of the next pro-

duction of actress Anthoula Cat-
simatides’ one woman show will
also go to Project Hope. 

“Those just a few examples
“of what our community is ca-
pable of,” he said. “I want you
all to think outside the box, to
leave here tonight thinking
about what you can do.” He said
his goal is to find 300 Ambas-
sadors of Hope who will commit
to raising $1000 dollars each.
He began his own New Year’s
party and Vasilopita. The am-
bassadors will be provided
brochures and a video to pro-
mote their event.
Demetra Maheras told TNH

she attended because “what’s
happening in Greece is heart-
breaking.” She wants her chil-
dren to experience the good the
she had during her childhood
visits.” Thea Fournaris, a VP at
Morgan Stanley, attended to
“raise awareness as to what is
happening in Greece and the
Community.” She said watching
the news from Greece breaks
her heart too. 
Pappas means to give those

emotions direction and purpose.
“We will all come together and
create a critical mass of good
and philanthropy to help the
people of Greece and the coun-
try that we love so much.”
The Project is one of the cen-

ters of action and models for
other groups that are finally
popping up here and there in
the community. 
Who knows what will next

emerge from inside or outside
the box? Pappas announced that
the day after this year’s May 25
Gabby Awards in Hollywood
there will be a big Greek cele-
bration at Disneyland. Its presi-
dent, George Kalogridis, has
asked his friend
Mickey Mouse to appear

wearing a fustanella.
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(L-R)The hosts of the fundraiser “Happy Hour for Hope” that launched “Project Hope for
Greece” in NY: Gregg Pappas, Chris Papavasiliou, and Stathis Antonakopoulos.

in Manhattan and further con-
versations and meetings with
key people involved with the
Elitis Chair. By October, the
Mouyiaris gift was announced,
with the proviso that for every
$200,000, Rutgers must raise
S100,000. 
The Elitis Chair Foundation,

along with the Greek and Phil-
hellene students of the Hellenic
Cultural Association, will assist
the Rutgers University Founda-
tion in seeking donors and rais-
ing the matching funds. The
Elitis Foundation, which was es-
tablished by professor Efstathios
Bourodimos soon after the poet
won the Nobel Prize, has al-

ready raised $700,000.
“The goal for the overall ini-

tiative through the Our Rutgers,
Our Future campaign is to raise
up to $3 million, which will fully
endow the chair and the pro-
gram,” according to Rutgers. To
date, $1.7 million has been col-
lected or committed. A fundrais-
ing dinner dance for the Elitis
chair has been scheduled for
April 20, which will also be the
occasion for honoring and
thanking Mouyiaris. 
According to his biography

on the website of the US-Cyprus
Chamber of Commerce,
Mouyiaris was born in Athienou,
Cyprus. He attended elementary
and high school in Nicosia,
Cyprus.” In the United States,

he attended St. John’s Univer-
sity prior to Rutgers.
He started Mana Products

with $6,000 that he borrowed
from his brother, Apostolos. To-
day, it is a very successful en-
terprise employing more than
600 people. 
Mouyiaris received the Ellis

Island Medal of Honor Award
and is a member of Leadership
100. “He never forgets his place
of birth, the small town of
Athienou. He helps support the
Old Age Home,” helped build a
Day Care Center and financed
archeological digs. “He is mar-
ried to Carol, and they have two
adult children, Alexis and Ari-
ana,” according to the Chamber
bio.

Mouyiaris Gives 600K for NJU Greek Studies

By Constantine S. Sirigos
TNH Staff Writer

MANHATTAN – Like the United
States, the city-state of Athens
had humble origins, being the
poorest of the Mycenaean
states.  Dr. John McKesson
Camp II, the Stavros Niarchos
Foundation Professor of Classics
at Randolph-Macon College, re-
flected on its rise through his
discussion of the recent Athen-
ian excavations Agora at the Na-
tional Arts Club in Manhattan’s
Gramercy Park on January 10. 
And as is often the case, the

truth requires some digging.
Camp currently directs excava-
tions, which commenced in

1931, undertaken by the Amer-
ican School of Classical Studies
at Athens (ASCSA).
According to www.agathe.gr,

the ASCSA website devoted to
the agora: “On any given day
the space might be used as a
market, or for an election, a dra-
matic performance, a religious
procession, military drill, or ath-
letic competition.”
Camp said the agora, which

he called the site of the world’s
first democracy, was designed
as a large open space. Statues
and small monuments
abounded, but Hellenistic and
Roman authorities later filled
much of the area with large
buildings.  

He highlighted the continu-
ing work on the 5th century BC
Stoa Poikile, which is famous as
the source of the name of the
Stoic school of philosophy
founded by Zeno of Cyprus. Its
renowned but now vanished
paintings also marked it as the
world’s first art gallery. 
A number of earlier candi-

dates for its remains had been
rejected by archaeologists.
Camp discussed the importance
of different kinds of evidence in
identifying what is uncovered,
including coin finds, and literary
sources such as Pausanias fa-
mous “Description of Greece”
from the 2nd century AD. 
Much of the stoa is still under

a modern building. Eventually,
no modern structure will remain
at the agora site, but Camp
noted  their owners will be  fully
compensated.
Camp began his presentation

by stressing that such endeavors
are privately funded in the
United States. “There is no min-
istry of culture in Washington,”
he said. They depend on private
citizens, whom he took the op-
portunity to thank, along with
the dozens of unpaid students
who participate in the digs.
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Dimitris Christofias, President of Cyprus, greets Nikos Mouyiaris during a visit to NY last fall.
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Athenian Agora Digs at NY Arts Club

Left: John McKesson Camp,
Michele Kidwell of the Na-
tional Arts Club, and Mary
Emerson, Exec. Director of the
ASCSA; Its director, Jim
Wright, was also present. Be-
low: A restoration of the Poik-
ile Stoa.
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