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From the Archives

Mycenae Excavation 
Photos Added to School 
Archives
An unexpected and valuable gift arrived 
at the School’s Archives in early February. 
Previously, Kate Biddle More, through Pro-
fessor William Scott of Dartmouth College, 
had inquired whether the School would be 
interested in acquiring an album of pho-
tographs from the excavations of Grave 
Circle B at Mycenae in 1953, in which she 
had participated as a recent graduate from 
Vassar College. Professor George Mylonas 
of Washington University in St. Louis, Mis-
souri, together with archaeologist Ioannis 
Papadimitriou, directed the excavation.

The majority of the photos in the album 
were taken by the renowned photographer 
Nikolaos Tombazis, the father of architect 
Alexandros Tombazis, one of the two ar-
chitects responsible for the New Acropolis 
Museum. After retiring from India where 
he worked for 30 years as a commercial 
representative of the Rallis Brothers firm, 
Tombazis launched a new career as free-
lance photographer on archaeological ex-
cavations in Greece. His rich photographic 
archive has been deposited at the Benaki 
Museum, which recently held an exhibit in 
honor of Tombazis with photographs from 
India and Greece. Although a number of 
the photos in the album have been included 
in George Mylonas’ publication of Grave 
Circle B, the album also contains beautiful 
landscape photos of the Mycenae hill, as 
well as several images recording casual mo-
ments of the dig, such as the big feast that 
followed the end of the excavation, vividly 
remembered by Kate Biddle More:

“At the end of August or early Septem-
ber, when the dig was finished for the year, 
we had a Homeric feast in one of the tholos 
tombs near the citadel. The roof of the tomb 
had long ago collapsed and the debris had 
been cleared away. Two long tables were set 
up and a lamb was roasted on a spit over an 
open fire for several hours. When it was done 
we had a feast, with wine and other suitable 
things (salad? grapes? bread, surely). The 
workmen sat at one table, the archaeologists, 
me and a wife or two who had come out from 
Athens at the other. Photos of this event are in 
the album. One workman stood guard at the 
circle of graves, as they were still open, with 
many of the contents in situ. During the feast 
he came running to Drs. Mylonas and Pa-
padimitriou and reported that some German 

tourists were walking in the circle of graves, 
refusing to understand his urgent signals that 
they were not allowed to be there. Of course 
he didn’t speak German, and they pretended 
not to understand his communications. Dr. 
Papadimitriou ran back up to the site and, in 
German, angrily ordered the intruders to get 
out, with heated remarks about having had 
enough of Germans during the occupation of 
Greece in World War II.”

The School is most grateful to Kate 
Biddle More for her generous decision to 
share with us her treasure of photos and 
her unique memories of this landmark 
excavation.

ddd

Gennadeion Archives 
Acquire Papaioannou 
Papers
The Papers of George Papaioannou, a lead-
ing figure of EDES (Ellenikos Demokra-
tikos Ethnikos Stratos), were donated by 
his family to the Archives of the Gennadius 
Library. Led by General Napoleon Zervas, 
EDES was one of the two armed resistance 
groups (the other being ELAS, the National 
Liberation Front) which emerged in the 
mountains during the German occupa-
tion. EDES cooperated with ELAS for a 
time in operations against the Germans 

and Italians—the destruction of the Gor-
gopotamos railway viaduct in November 
1942 cut the supply line of the Germans for 
months—but between October 1943 and 
February 1944, the two guerrilla groups 
fought each other. EDES was also bolstered 
by the British, who hoped to build EDES 
into a force strong enough to rival EAM-
ELAS; however, EDES was incapable of 
extending its influence far beyond Epirus. 
During the fighting between ELAS and the 
British, which began in December 1944, 
the EDES army was destroyed by ELAS in 
a short time.

EDES’ forces concentrated in northwest-
ern Greece, and Papaioannou, a doctor by 
training and a member of the Greek par-
liament since 1933, was the leader of the 
Trichonis subdivision of EDES (the pre-
fecture of Trichonis is located in the area 
of Aetoloacarnania). After the end of the 
Greek Civil War, he served as mayor of 
Agrinion and member of the Greek Par-
liament. Part of his archive was published 
in 1999 (V. Lamnatos, Ανέκδοτα Ιστορικά 
Κείμενα της Εθνικής Αντιστάσεως του Γεωργίου 
Παπαϊωάννου), but the archive also contains 
a considerable amount of unpublished ma-
terial. In addition to the papers relating to 
the Civil War, the archive also includes 
information about the recognition of the 
EDES guerilla fighters during the dictator-

The Mycenae excavation team, 1953. Kate Biddle stands in front row next to exca-
vation co-director George Mylonas, with architect Alexandros Tombazis (seated) to 
Mylonas’ left, co-director Ioannis Papadimitriou to Tombazis’ left, and archaeologist 
Dimitris Theocharis standing in front row, second from right.

continued on page 16
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ship in 1969. Other material includes many 
photographs from the mountains showing 
guerillas of EDES; various reports by Napo-
leon Zervas, the leader of EDES; correspon-
dence between Papaioannou and British 
major G. McAdam; several issues of local 
newspapers (Παναιτωλική, Αχελώος, Χρόνος) 
from the 1950s and 1960s referring to the 
rivalry between ELAS and EDES, but also 
to internal disputes between the guerilla 
fighters of EDES (Papaioannou vs. Stelios 
Choutas, Papaioannou vs. Antonis Papa-
pandoleon).

The Civil War has been a dark page in 
Greece’s recent history, having left bitter 
and unhealed feelings among those who 
participated. As a result, Greek historians 
avoided focusing their research on this 
period until recently. Most of our knowl-
edge about this period came from “biased” 
chronicles and memoirs of Civil War par-
ticipants, as Professor Stathis Kalyvas of 
Yale University has recently pointed out 
(Kathimerini, 8/3/2009). However, with 
most participants of the Civil War having 
passed away during the last two decades 
of the twentieth century, there has been a 
renewed interest by a new generation of 
dynamic Greek historians in studying this 
period (with many conferences organized 
in 1999–2000), without the emotional bur-
dens that characterized the work of histori-

ans of the immediate post-war generations. 
With a few minor exceptions, historical 
collections relating to the Greek Civil War 
are almost absent from the Archives of the 
Gennadius Library. Part of this absence has 
to do with the fact that the Greek Resis-
tance fighters were alive until recently, and 
it is only now that their families have be-
come aware of the historical value of these 
collections and are concerned about their 
future. We view the Papaioannou Papers 
as a significant addition to the Gennade-
ion Archives. We are especially thankful 
to Mrs. Nadia Tzevelekou, the daughter 
of George Papaioannou, for accompany-
ing her gift with a fellowship to support 
historical research.

ddd

Venezis Papers Donated 
to Gennadeion Archives
The School is pleased to announce the ac-
quisition of the Elias Venezis Papers, which 
are now resident at the Archives of the Gen-
nadius Library, in the company of his fel-
low writers and friends Stratis Myrivilis and 
Angelos Terzakis. 

 Elias Venezis (1904–1973) is a well-
known Greek prose writer, who belongs 
to the so-called 1930 Generation (Η γενιά 
του ’30). His novels and short stories reflect 

From the Archives
continued from page 15

his horrible experiences of cruelty before 
and after the Asia Minor Disaster (1922). 
His first book, Number 31328, published in 
1931, is the chronicle of Venezis’ fourteen 
months spent as a “slave laborer” in Ana-
tolia, rebuilding what had been destroyed 
during the war between the Greeks and the 
Turks. In a later novel, Aeolic Earth (1943), 
Venezis recounted his childhood in his na-
tive Aeolia. Lawrence Durrell, in his preface 
to the English edition of Aeolic Earth (or 
Beyond the Aegean) considered Venezis “to 
be together with Myrivilis one of the great-
est Greek novelists of to-day.”

 The Venezis Papers are a medium-size 
collection of about 7 linear meters con-
sisting of personal (including Venezis’ 
letters from the prison) and professional 
correspondence (correspondence with 
publishers and critics), unpublished radio 
speeches (from his career at the National 
Greek Radio for sixteen years), and news-
paper clippings.

 We are most grateful to Anna Venezi-
Kosmetatou for her thoughtful decision to 
donate her father’s papers to the Gennadius 
Library.  e

— Natalia Vogeikoff-Brogan
Doreen Canaday Spitzer Archivist

George Papaioannou (center), 1944.

Celebrating the Centenary of Elias 
Venezis’ Birth,  by the National Society of 
Greek Novelists in 2006. 
From the Elias Venezis Papers.
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Reading Louis E. Lord’s History of the Amer-
ican School of Classical Studies at Athens, 
1882–1942, one learns only the most ba-
sic information about Loring Hall: which 
organization funded its construction, the 
name of the architect, and its opening date. 
One could hardly imagine that 16 years of 
complicated negotiations preceded its of-
ficial opening in February 1930, or that it 
was the dream of several important women, 
including the exceptional but controversial 
M. Carey Thomas, President of Bryn Mawr 
College (1894–1922), before it was finally 
named after a man, Judge William Caleb 
Loring. 

“We the under-signed Presidents of the 
five colleges of women, Mt. Holyoke Col-
lege, Smith College, Vassar College, Wellesley 
College and Bryn Mawr College, which have 
contributed in the past and are now contrib-
uting $1,250 annually to the support of the 
American School of Classical Study [sic] at 
Athens earnestly request the Director of the 
school and the Managing Committee to make 
suitable provision for women students in the 
school building which is …now being rebuilt 
and enlarged. …We are informed that men 
students at the American School are able to 
obtain a room in the school for the very mod-
erate sum of $20 a year, including heat and 
service, and that this room is kept for them 
during their travels…, but that women not 
only find it difficult to obtain lodging at all 
being practically confined to one boarding 
house, …but that their rooms are not reserved 
for them during their trips through Greece… 
We are further told that the difficulty of us-
ing the library in the evening is also very 
great it being unsafe for women students to 
go through the lonely streets that lead to the 
school…” 

This petition was addressed to the Chair 
of the ASCSA Managing Committee, James 
R. Wheeler, on July 18, 1913. In April of 
1913, the School had launched its first 
major architectural remodeling to enlarge 
the main building. When it was finished in 
1915, it featured an enlarged reading room, 
several more bedrooms for male students, 
a common room, a room variously used 
as a bursar’s office or an architect’s draft-
ing room, and a ladies’ parlor, the last of 
which was furnished by a generous bequest 
of $500 from Miss Ruth Emerson (Mrs. 
Henry Martineau Fletcher), a member of 
the School in 1895. The large cost of this re-
modeling and the small number of women 
attending the American School were prob-

ably the two main reasons that prohibited 
the construction of a women’s quarters.

A couple of years later, in the midst of 
WWI, the American and British Schools 
at Athens found themselves negotiating 
with the Greek government for the acqui-
sition of a large piece of land on the north 
side of Souidias street—then still Spefsip-
pou— which belonged to the Monastery of 
Asomaton (Moni Petraki). Having no spare 
funds for the land purchase, the American 
School in 1916 appealed to the presidents 
of the women’s colleges who had made the 
petition in 1913. By November of 1916, the 
same five colleges plus Barnard, Radcliffe, 
and the Women’s College at Brown re-
sponded to the School’s appeal by subscrib-
ing $450 each. President M. Carey Thomas 
of Bryn Mawr College, who by now had 
assumed a leading role in the fund-raising 
campaign for a Women’s Hostel in Athens, 
asked for the Trustees’ “promise in writing 
that the land we purchased will be reserved 
for a woman’s building for at least fifteen or 
twenty years and that if at the expiration 
of this time it should prove impossible to 
get the money for a woman’s building the 
Classical School be at liberty to refund to 
the donors the money contributed and to 
use the land for other purpose connected 
with the School.” In addition to the college 
subscriptions, two individuals, Hetty Gold-
man and Alice Walker (later Cosmopoulos) 
contributed $1,000 each to the purchase 
of the land. The expropriation of the land 
was published in 1918 and the two schools 

received their land titles a year later.
Soon after, at the American School, 

Edward Capps, the new Chairman of the 
Managing Committee, had launched a large 
campaign for the endowment of the School. 
In 1922 John Gennadius had just presented 
to the School his extraordinary library and 
collections and the School had received a 
magnificent gift from the Carnegie Corpo-
ration to build the Gennadius Library. Just 
before the May Meeting of the Managing 
Committee, in a letter to Bert Hodge Hill, 
Capps mentioned that “we hope to be able 

Loring Hall: Could It Have Been “Thomas Hall”?

Share Your Memories!
After 80 years of use, Loring Hall is 
in need of expansion and some much-
deserved modernization (see Develop-
ment News box on p. 6 and website 
for details), but one thing that won’t 
change is Loring’s place as the heart 
and soul of the School. We invite you 
to help mark Loring Hall’s 80th year 
and celebrate the years to come by par-
ticipating in our web-based Memory 
Book project. What remembrances of 
your years at Loring would you like 
to share? Whether funny or poignant, 
historical or recent, we’d like to hear 
them! Add your anecdote to the guest 
book (http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/index.
php/alumni/guestbook/) and share 
them with your fellow alums!

continued on page 25

Loring Hall in 1929, before it officially opened.

http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/index.php/alumni/guestbook/
http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/index.php/alumni/guestbook/
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overarching objective of gaining a better 
understanding of the Kalamianos site and 
its hinterland.

In 2010 we plan to conduct a study sea-
son, with the goal of producing a mono-
graph on the project soon thereafter.

ddd

Plakias Survey 

Thomas Strasser, Providence College

While claims for pre-Neolithic artifacts on 
Crete have been made for decades, the Pla-
kias Survey is the first project to identify 
Mesolithic and Palaeolithic artifacts in dat-
able geologic contexts.

The survey, led by Eleni Panagopoulou 
(Ephoreia of Palaeoanthropology and Spe-
leology, Southern Greece) and Thomas 
Strasser (Providence College) under the 
auspices of the Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism of Greece, identified 29 sites as-
sociated with caves and rockshelters and 
collected a sample of just over 2,000 stone 
artifacts attributable to the Mesolithic and 
the Lower Palaeolithic periods. Since Crete 
has been an island for five million years, 
these findings have significant implications 
for the history of seafaring in the Mediter-
ranean. The Plakias team presented these 
findings at the Archaeological Institute of 
America’s Annual Meeting in Anaheim, 
California, in early January.

The Plakias project found the Stone Age 
artifacts in 2008; the 2009 season was de-

voted to conducting geological analyses to 
provide datable contexts and providing a 
terminus ante quem more than one hundred 
and thirty thousand years B.P. for the Lower 
Palaeolithic artifacts. A Mesolithic site-lo-
cation model was used to identify regions 
on Crete likely to have early Holocene sites. 
The team considered that if Mesolithic for-
agers found smaller islands attractive for 
subsistence, Crete must also have been a 
desirable habitat; and so they searched for 
habitats that were preferred by foragers and 
that also have the appropriate environmen-
tal features to preserve their sites or activity 
areas. The coastal area around Plakias has 
limestone caves and rockshelters, proxim-
ity to coastal wetlands, and a steep bathy-
metric drop-off that both attracted foragers 
and preserved their cultural remains. Upon 
examining all caves and rockshelters near 
the mouths of freshwater perennial streams 
and rivers emptying into the Libyan Sea, 
the survey team discovered lithic artifacts 
on the slopes directly below the openings. 
The geological context at five of the sites 
allowed an approximate date to be assigned 
of 130,000 years, although the artifacts 
may, in fact, be much older.

The principal raw materials found were 
quartz and, to a lesser extent, various types 
of chert; both were used for manufacturing 
the majority of Mesolithic and Palaeolithic 
artifacts. Mesolithic-period tools include 
end scrapers, notches, denticulates, trunca-
tions, spines, and combination tools. The 
absence of polished stone axes, ground stone 
querns, clay or stone spindle whorls, and 
characteristic ceramic wares of Neolithic 
or later type strongly argues against a post-
Mesolithic age for the Plakias industry.

Lower Palaeolithic lithic artifacts were 

ASCSA in the Field
continued from page 14

collected from nine sites. The Palaeolithic 
artifacts are distinguishable from the Meso-
lithic ones by their larger size as well as by 
technological and typological criteria. The 
tools include bifaces (handaxes), cleavers, 
scrapers, and other forms. The geological 
contexts at five of the sites, including as-
sociations with raised marine terraces and 
fossil soils, suggest an approximate age of 
130,000 B.P. for the oldest artifacts, and 
they are probably much older. The pres-
ence of Lower Palaeolithic sites is strong 
evidence for an early period of seafaring in 
the Mediterranean, with implications that 
the colonization of Europe by early African 
hominins was not exclusively land-based.

An in-depth article on the survey find-
ings will be published in an upcoming issue 
of Hesperia (79.2), available in June 2010.

ddd

Excavations at Ancient Nemea
 
Kim Shelton, University of California, Berkeley

The forthcoming project “Excavations at 
Ancient Nemea, 2010–2012” will inves-
tigate the process of transition in the area 
of the later Sanctuary of Zeus from border 
region, or hinterland, between emerging 
political powers to a ritual center that 
became a focus for pan-Hellenic national 
and ethnic identity; a change that the area 
exhibits as it moves from the prehistoric 
period into the early historical one. The 
site is well positioned for the examination 
of this process as it sits at the crossroads of 
routes that run from Mycenae to the Corin-
thian Gulf and from the central Arcadian 
heartland to the Argive plain. It also acts as 
a liminal zone that stimulates interaction 
between three regions and their emerging 
poleis (Phlious, Kleonai, Argos). Thus, the 
Nemea Excavation Project has the ability 
to be able to explore and define bound-
aries and transitions both diachronically 
and synchronically; between Bronze Age 
centers, among poleis, and from habitation 
to ritual use.

Indeed, although the development of 
ritual centers and their relationship to ear-
lier Mycenaean sites are subjects discussed 
individually at other sites, it has been until 
now difficult or impossible to bring Nem-
ea into these dialogues, despite its being 
able to exhibit evidence for both issues. 
We hope that this project will make a sig-
nificant contribution to our knowledge of 
Aegean prehistory, Iron Age regional tran-
sition, and studies of the development of 
organized ritual spaces. e 

Plakias survey, left: the Preveli Gorge. Right: Hand axe found at its west flank.



19

Summer Session I began on a wonderfully 
clear, windy afternoon on Lykavitos with 
some excellent views of the monuments 
and mountains around the city of Athens. 
That afternoon proved a harbinger of good 
fortune, and τύχη stayed with us through-
out the program. We were grateful to have 
her along as our apparent protectress. The 
schedule was demanding, but we had 20 
superb students (9 undergraduates; 6 grad-
uates; 4 high school teachers, recipients of 
a Fulbright fellowship; and an associate 

professor of English from DePauw Univer-
sity) who stayed the course.

At the end of it, we were tired but in the 
best possible way, worn out with the plea-
sure of having accomplished a physically 
and intellectually demanding program of 
visits to well over 100 sites and museums 
and coordination with over 60 American, 
Greek, German, French, and Danish ar-
chaeologists. These individuals took pre-
cious time from their research agendas to 
discuss everything from the shapes of archi-
tectural moldings to the poetry of Kavafis, 
with stops along the way at Schliemann’s 
notebooks, Michael Ventris’ letters, pro-
cessions in the palace at Tiryns, and many 
other places too numerous to mention.

The opportunity for two professors to 
lead the session (co-directorship), intro-
duced in recent years, proved advanta-
geous to the students, who benefit from 
the depth of knowledge that two directors 
with complementary interests can bring 
to the program, and from the combined 
larger network of speakers that both di-
rectors could recruit. Student comments 
(see sidebar) attest to the benefits of this 
arrangement and to the overall program.

The effects of Summer Sessions are 
far-reaching. Art educator Joel Cook has 
already put into practice his knowledge 
and created a list of bibliographic sources 
for AP Art History teachers (www.amazon.
com/AP-Art-History-Bronze-Age-through-
Alexander Greece/lm/R1Y9NOUC2CFZ6/
ref=cm_lm_byauthor_title_full). Richard 
Davis, another teacher who participated 
in the session, tracked our visits to every 
site on a Google Map page. His blog (www.
hotchkissmedia.org/rdavis/2009/06/) was 
invaluable for the students, and it was en-
joyed by families in the States. Secondary 
school teacher Jennifer Carinci (currently a 
Ph.D. candidate in Education at Johns Hop-
kins University) kept an amazingly illus-
trated scrapbook, capturing places, people, 
and monuments. Both students and direc-
tors now have a rich photographic archive 
which they turn to for classes, research, and 
education outreach to our communities.

In sum, the ASCSA Summer Session 
offers something profoundly important. 
All participants acquire an appreciation of 
culture in a context rather than in a text-
book. They learn what challenges face a 
country with such a rich heritage trying 
to progress in contemporary society. All 
participants also gain that 3-D understand-
ing of the ancient world. Without having to 

navigate the mountains and seas of Greece, 
it is difficult to understand how important 
a factor geography is for ancient history. 
Those who continue in Classics often come 
back, apply to the Academic Year Program, 
finish their dissertations at the ASCSA, and 
may even ultimately decide to lead a Sum-
mer Session.

Finally we must thank our students, 
who endured some extremely long days 
punctuated by double-barreled lectures. 
There were certainly times when, in the 
midst of the kilns and inscriptions, they 
must have wondered what hit them. We can 
only hope that they have recovered and are 
still committed to pursuing the profession 
that provided us with the opportunity to be 
a part of their education. It is an honor to 
be associated with the American School of 
Classical Studies and we hope to see them 
all back on Souidias soon.

— Eleni Hasaki (University of Arizona)
and Timothy F. Winters 

(Austin Peay State University)
Co-Directors, Summer Session I

For a Google map: “Where is the Summer Ses-
sion?” by Richard Davis, and more text and pho-
tos of the summer session, see http://www.ascsa.
edu.gr/index.php/spiffs/summersession09.

ASCSA Summer Session 2009: A Multimedia Experience

What our students say… 

“Summer Session I benefited enormously 
from having co-leaders who were different 
in many ways. Their academic interests 
and leadership styles, though dissimilar, 
were complementary, and both leaders 
demonstrated a sincere love for Greece, 
both ancient and modern. This affection 
was contagious, and for me, the experi-
ence brought to life images I had only ever 
seen in books. It was particularly won-
derful to have one session leader who is 
a frequent visitor to Greece, and another 
who is a native of the country, as they both 
made the warm, welcoming, and vibrant 
culture of Greece—not just its art and 
architecture—tangible to all.”

Elizabeth Baudoin, Ph.D. candidate 
in Art History, Duke University

“To say that attending the ASCSA Sum-
mer Session was life-changing would be 
an understatement. As a teacher of Art 
History, I was blown away at the breadth 
and quality of the program. Under the di-
rection of Drs. Hasaki and Winters, I was 
able to gain perspective on Greek history 
that I had lacked to that point. . . . I thor-
oughly enjoyed them both, along with the 
different attitudes and knowledge bases 
they had. I think it was a definite strength 
of the program, and to be offered (some-
times) different perspectives/opinions on 
the same subject was good. It forced me 
to think, isolate, and draw conclusions, 
which, in my opinion, is what any good 
educator allows their student to do. His-
tory has never been a one-sided story, and 
it was only fitting to have two professors 
leading this experience. 

Joel Cook, Reagan High School, 
Houston, Texas

Summer session students at Eleutherai.
Photo: T. Winters

www.amazon.com/AP-Art-History-Bronze-Age-through-Alexander Greece/lm/R1Y9NOUC2CFZ6/ref=cm_lm_byauthor_title_full
www.amazon.com/AP-Art-History-Bronze-Age-through-Alexander Greece/lm/R1Y9NOUC2CFZ6/ref=cm_lm_byauthor_title_full
www.amazon.com/AP-Art-History-Bronze-Age-through-Alexander Greece/lm/R1Y9NOUC2CFZ6/ref=cm_lm_byauthor_title_full
www.amazon.com/AP-Art-History-Bronze-Age-through-Alexander Greece/lm/R1Y9NOUC2CFZ6/ref=cm_lm_byauthor_title_full
www.hotchkissmedia.org/rdavis/2009/06/
www.hotchkissmedia.org/rdavis/2009/06/
http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/index.php/spiffs/summersession09/
http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/index.php/spiffs/summersession09/
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My goal in spending three months in Ath-
ens was to make significant advances on the 
manuscript of the catalogue of the sculpted 
funerary monuments from the Athenian 
Agora. While in Athens the thrust of my 
efforts were twofold: utilization of the Ble-
gen Library to check all bibliographic ref-
erences and to gather current information 
on literature pertinent to gravestones; and 
examination, and in some cases reexami-
nation, of sculptures in the Agora store-
rooms.

I examined and made notes on seven-
ty-one sculptures that were on a list of 
uncertain reliefs that Carol Lawton had 
compiled. Carol is working on the votive 
reliefs from the Agora, but has also per-
formed the invaluable task of shelf reading, 
with the assistance of one of her students, 
all the sculptures in the inventory to en-
sure that every possible fragment of a relief 
was identified so that if one of us could 
make a reasonable case for its being either 
of votive or funerary origin, it would be in-
cluded in one or the other of our respective 
volumes. Of those fragments of uncertain 
reliefs, I determined that twenty-nine had 
enough characteristics to consider them 

fragments of grave monuments, and they 
will be added to my catalogue, bringing the 
total number of sculptures in the manu-
script to 395. In addition to examining the 
sculptures on the uncertain list, I looked at 
an additional fifty-four stones about which 
I had lingering questions. All of this direct 
contact with the stones is work that could 
be accomplished only in Athens and for 
that reason alone it was essential that I was 
there.

In the library, I was able to check the 
last ten years of periodical literature in an 
organized and methodical manner owing to 
the open access of journals that is still the 
practice of the Blegen Library. I searched 
both JSTOR and Dyabola databases on 
relevant keywords, and I also discovered 
much useful information on certain niche 
topics relevant to the interpretation and 
iconography of various stones.

In summary, I accomplished my original 
goals and more during my three months at 
the School, and am continuing my work 
on the manuscript as I prepare it for in-
ternal review later this year. The 395 frag-
ments of funerary monuments that have 
been unearthed to date in the excavations 

Kress Fellow Examines Agora’s Funerary Monuments
In the 2008–09 academic year, thanks to funding from the Samuel H. Kress Foundation, the School awarded three fellowships aimed at sup-
porting scholars who are publishing materials from the excavations at Ancient Corinth or the Athenian Agora. Kress Publications Fellow Janet 
Burnett Grossman (The J. Paul Getty Museum, retired) provided the following report on her progress during her fellowship.

of the Athenian Agora are weathered and 
degraded, but they have the advantage of a 
known provenance and are worthy of study. 
Some exhibit carving of the highest quality 
so that they can still be enjoyed aestheti-
cally, while others contain rare or unique 
iconography. All of them are of interest for 
the development of funerary sculpture.

The monuments to which these frag-
ments belonged stood originally in the 
cemeteries located outside the city gates. 
Most of these sculptures were brought in 
as building stones, and some probably were 
re-used several times for this purpose. The 
most exciting discovery among the reliefs is 
a fragment depicting a priestess of Athena 
(S1060). New examples of rare scenes or 
monument types include the fragment of a 
stele with a kneeling attendant figure, three 
fragments of monuments featuring Hermes 
Psychopompos, a funerary altar with Bac-
chic motifs, and a triangular monument 
with the relief of a butterfly. Fragments 
from six East Greek monuments were a 
surprising discovery, suggesting that some 
members of the Metic population of Ath-
ens commissioned gravestones from their 
home cities. e

In 2008–09, funding from the Solow Art 
& Architecture Foundation enabled two 
advanced Ph.D. candidates to spend two 
months on dissertation research requiring 
access to archaeological sites and collec-
tions in Greece and the use of the resources 
of the American School.

Katherine Swinford (University of Cin-
cinnati) was able to complete the initial 
assessment of the archaeological remains 
from the archaic settlement at Toumba-
Thessaloniki, which forms the basis for her 
dissertation. Her project includes a detailed 
study of the archaeological remains from 
Toumba in order to create a comprehen-
sive stratigraphy of the archaic settlement, 
along with the study of survey finds from 
the nearby Langadas Basin, which will pro-
vide comparanda for the material culture 
of Toumba and will locate the settlement 
in a broader regional context. Her time 
in Greece yielded data that will comprise 

the primary body of evidence for her dis-
sertation and provided the foundation for 
preliminary analysis performed during the 
remainder of the year.

Along with Dr. Stelios Andreou, the di-
rector of excavations at Toumba, and two 
colleagues, Ms. Swinford prepared a sub-
mission for presentation of the preliminary 
results of the recent excavations at Toumba 
at the Annual Meeting of the Archaeological 
Institute of America. Their submission was 
accepted, and New Excavations at Thessalo-
niki Toumba: Continuity and Communality in 
the Late Bronze and Iron Ages was presented 
in Philadelphia in January 2009.

Angela Ziskowski (Bryn Mawr College), 
whose dissertation deals with the formation 
of Corinthian identity during the Archaic 
period, worked toward finalizing research 
in the Corinth Museum and engaging in a 

Dissertations Advance Thanks to Solow Fellowships

Katherine Swinford studies a Geometric 
skyphos in the excavation laboratory, 
Thessaloniki, Greece.

continued on next page
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Among the ASCSA’s most dedicated sup-
porters in its early years were Mr. and Mrs. 
J. Montgomery Sears of Boston. Sears had 
inherited a large fortune from his father and 
pursued a career in Boston real estate, but 
he also had many personal interests, par-
ticularly music and archaeology. His first 
contribution to archaeology, in 1896, was 
purchasing the library of the late archaeolo-
gist Ernest Curtius (noted for the original 
excavation of Olympia), which he donated 
to the library at Yale, his alma mater. In 
1898, about the time of the inception of the 
ASCSA’s Corinth Excavations, Sears and his 
wife donated $1,000 to the School.

From 1896 to 1900 their son J. Mont-
gomery Sears Jr. (“Monty”) was a student 
at Harvard. He had studied the Greek lan-
guage for five years, as many did at that 
time. His record in Greek (as in nearly all 
his other classes) was poor, which must 
have been of much concern to his parents. 
He took some months from his studies at 
Harvard to study in Athens at the ASCSA, 
and after graduating from Harvard, he spent 
the next academic year at the School.

The School had 16 students at this time, 
considered a “happy condition.” In Athens 
Monty evidently put up at the Hotel Grande 
Bretagne, still a five-star hotel on Constitu-
tion Square. However, he spent much of 
his time at excavations at Oeniadae and 
Corinth. He evidently did apply himself 
and became much involved in the work. It 
appears that his parents financed the spe-
cific projects, as a report at the time said 
the Oeniadae work was “carried out at the 
expense of two members of the school, Dr. 
L.L. Forman and J. Montgomery Sears Jr.”

In November 1900 Monty wrote home 
describing a trip from Athens to Arcadia with 
two companions, Mr. Hardy and Mr. Rich-
ardson (of the faculty), which took several 
days. Travel was by horse and mule, with 
two muleteers. The party stayed in primitive 
villages along the way, untouched by the 
refinements of civilization. They returned to 
Athens, much more quickly, by train.

Monty returned home in 1901 and began 
at Harvard Law, where he applied himself 
somewhat better than as an undergraduate, 
and graduated in 1904. In 1902 and 1904 
he found time to complete two articles 
about the excavations in Greece. The first 

was “The Lechaeum Road and the Propy-
laea at Corinth,” published in The Journal of 
the Archaeological Institute of America, and 
the second was “Oeniadae: VI. The Ship-
Sheds,” published in the American Journal 
of Archaeology. After graduation he entered 
the law firm of his uncle, Charles F. Choate, 
Jr., in Boston.

Monty’s father died in 1905, and Monty 
began to forge his own path into new inter-
ests, notably politics. An active member of 
the Democratic party in Boston, he attend-
ed a statewide convention at Faneuil Hall in 
1907, declared his candidacy for alderman 
(but then withdrew in favor of a blacksmith 
named Daniel Donnelly), and had his name 
put forward for State Senate. But the world 
would not see how this burgeoning politi-
cal career might have evolved.

In August 1908 Monty left his office 
early one afternoon and headed into Rhode 
Island in his new “high powered roadster.” 
At Providence he checked into a hotel, then 
picked up a friend, George Saunders, near-
by. Although it was quite late, they headed 
south to visit another friend.

At about 1 a.m. they were sighted driv-
ing very fast toward a poorly marked bend 
in the road. Sears missed the turn. The car 
flew over an embankment, crashed, and 
somersaulted, and both men were thrown 

out, suffering grave injuries. Other motor-
ists who had seen them pass and feared 
the worst returned to the site, and quickly 
phoned for aid.

Monty Sears’ injuries were extensive, 
and he died at Providence Hospital the fol-
lowing morning. He was 28 years old.

In later years Monty’s mother Sarah 
made many contributions as memorials 
to her son, including some to the ASCSA. 
From 1910 through 1916 (when the School 
suspended due to World War I), she made 
annual gifts of $1,500. In 1920 she was 
a major donor toward a new Mason and 
Hamlin grand piano for the School’s social 
rooms. From 1924 to 1927 she served as an 
ASCSA Trustee. In 1925 she donated “a new 
Ford car” to the dig in progress at that time. 
Sears’ influence also found its way into a 
1936 town cookbook edited by his sister 
Helen, who contributed “A Greek Recipe 
for Orange Compote,” which her brother 
had brought home from Greece.  e

For a first-person account of J. Montgomery Sears’ 
experiences in Greece, visit http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/
index.php/spiffs/montgomerysears to read his letter 
home, dated Nov. 21, 1900, courtesy of the Sarah 
C. Sears Archive.

J. Montgomery Sears: Brief Life, Long Legacy
A contributor to various historical newsletters, Nancy B. Wilson came across a long-ago ASCSA connection while researching a historically 
prominent Boston family. Pursuing this lead, she discovered—and shares here—a window on the life and times of a School alumnus and the 
lasting impression the ASCSA made on him and his family. 

Solow Fellowships
continued from previous page

number of topographical studies. She also 
had the opportunity to participate in the 
Sikyon Survey Project, under the direction 
of Yannis Lolos, which greatly enhanced 
her understanding of an important regional 
neighbor of the Corinthians.

Thanks to her presence in Corinth, Ms. 
Ziskowski was able to research a number of 
objects in the Corinth Museum that were 
critical to her dissertation work, and to 
obtain photographs of all the objects to be 
included in her dissertation. She also made 
substantial progress on her topographic 
study of the area, engaging with the ter-
rain on foot in order to inform her under-
standing of what would have logically been 
considered part of Corinthian territory, a 
key aspect in her dissertation chapter on 
topography and boundaries. e

Photo: Courtesy Sarah C. Sears Archive

http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/index.php/Spiffs/montgomerysears/
http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/index.php/Spiffs/montgomerysears/
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Guided by what the pagan Greeks used to 
call an agathos daimon, we [Clay and his 
wife, Jenny Strauss Clay, also a Regular 
Member that year] decided not to live in 
Loring Hall. By great good luck we rented 
a part of Lia Londou’s apartment at 64 
Odos Skoufa in Kolonaki. It was on the 
fifth floor and from the opening of a small 
street named Staikou we had a clear view 
of the acropolis and Parthenon. The Par-
thenon and Propylaia were very dramatic 
as their Pentelic marble was illuminated 
by lightning.

In 1963 Greek kitchens still had icebox-
es. The iceman delivered every Thursday 
and perhaps more often. If we overslept the 
block of ice would become a puddle in the 
bucket outside our door. From our balcony 
we could look down on moving baskets 
laden with fish and hear a voice crying  “the 
fisherman, the fisherman.” There was also 
the cry of the itinerant peddler. All of this 
has long disappeared from Odos Skoufa, 
as have the great scruffy restaurants to the 
east of the Greek Agora—the Jannina and 
now the Epeiros. They have been devoured 
by the excavations of the Agora.

Almost every Sunday we would take 
out our car from parking on the dangerous 
Odos Skoufa and travel up Mt. Hymettos 
to the monestary at Kaisariane. The reason 
for our trip was the divine Olympia. She 
was a donkey worthy of Giotto of the Arena 
Chapel. We would feed her apples and car-
rots and drink pure water from the cisterns 
of the monastery. There are no donkeys in 
Greece of 2009, the date of my last visit.

We were very lucky to have gotten to 
know Lia Londou. Sometimes when we re-
turned to Greece in later years we would 
stay in her apartment. She was the sister of 
Andreas Londos, whose first wife was Maro 
Seferis. She arranged for me to meet Seferis 
and his wife and in 1971 I spent a long af-
ternoon with them. It was a truly unforget-
table experience. I recorded my memories 
of that afternoon and our conversation in 
The New Griffon NS 2 (1997) 39–47.

In 1963 Henry Robinson was Director of 
the American School and during our many 
trips to Corinth he directed us to every well 
there. He was a somewhat austere man and 
posted a notice in the School at the mail 
boxes warning the women students to 
dress modestly so not to offend the Greek 

women dressed in black. Eugene Vander-
pool was Professor of Archaeology and was 
long an advisor after we left the School to 
return to the University of Washington. 
Charles Williams was the director of the 
excavations in Corinth and he enlisted my 
classmate Nancy Bookidis to collaborate 
in the Corinth Excavations; she began her 
long career on the slope of the mountain 
in 1964. Our trips took us to many sites 
in Greece but not to northern Greece: we 
traveled to Crete on the ill-fated Myrtidi-
otissa, to Corinth (of course), Boeotia and 
the sanctuary of Apollo on Mt. Ptoon, to 
Brauron and the east coast of Attica down 
to Sounion, Bassae and Mount Lykaion, 
Megalopolis, and Delphi (twice). As we 
climbed up to the Corycian Cave by the 
back route up from the Stadium we looked 
down to the Gulf of Corinth and sighted 
the yacht of Aristotle Onassis. We were told 
that the Kennedys were aboard.

The trip that made the greatest impres-
sion on me took us up to Bassae, the old 
Bassae Hotel, and Mount Lykaion. It was 
already getting cold in mid-October and 
our iron beds made it seem even colder. 
We climbed Mount Lykaion but beyond 
the precinct wall known to Pausanias we 
strangely continued to see our shadows. 
Vanderpool, whose Greek was perfect, told 
us a story of an earlier visit. Thinking of 
Pausanias’ shadow he asked a local if he 
could still see his shadow halfway up the 
mountain. The local looked at him incredu-
lously and said: “You’ve got to be a stranger 
to these parts.”

Coming down from the mountain on 
November 22 we met a Greek who asked 
us if we were German. When I said that 
we were Americans he replied “Kennedy 
καλόϛ άυθροπος.” I did not quite understand 
the response then, but I did the next day 
down in Megalopolis. I had left the hotel 
where we were staying for some coffee and 
instead of bazouki music they were playing 
Beethoven’s third symphony, the Heroica. 
When I returned to the hotel I stopped in 
the lounge to listen to the 8:00 AM news 
on the radio. Then I understood. The sym-
pathy of the Greeks for us was enormous 
and touching.

It was a tragic and wonderful time to 
live in Greece. When we arrived in Pylos I 
bought a paper (was it To Bema?) and read 

the headline: Communist Agent Assassinates 
President Kennedy. The next day on our way 
back to Athens I bought another paper with 
the headline: The Murderer is Murdered. It 
showed a picture of Jack Ruby killing Lee 
Harvey Oswald. It was a grim Thanksgiving 
for Americans as we sat at table with Henry 
Robinson at its head.

In the spring of 1964 we did not ex-
cavate in Corinth but traveled to Sicily, 
Rome, and Paris. We sold our car. We 
would not return to Greece until the sum-
mer of 1968. e

Greece in 1963
ASCSA Managing Committee Member Diskin Clay has experienced the School from many perspectives: as a Trustee of the Gennadius Li-
brary, a Whitehead Professor, an excavator, and a student. Here, he shares some recollections of his first exposure to the School, as a Regular 
Member in 1963–64. 

Department), representing Gonzaga Uni-
versity, a new Cooperating Institution; 
Ioannis Mylonopoulos (Department of 
Art History and Archaeology), as a third 
voting representative from Columbia Uni-
versity; Kristen Seaman (Department of 
Visual Arts), as a second representative 
from Kennesaw State University; Chris-
topher Stackowicz (Department of Visual 
Art), representing Bethel College, a new 
Cooperating Institution; David Voros (Art 
Department), representing the University 
of South Carolina, a new Cooperating In-
stitution; Charles T. Watkinson (Director, 
Purdue University Press), as a second rep-
resentative from Purdue University; and 
Justin Walsh (Art History), as a representa-
tive from Louisiana State University.

Also at the meeting, Managing Commit-
tee Chair Mary C. Sturgeon confirmed the 
appointment of Richard Anderson as Archi-
tect Emeritus of the Agora Excavations. His 
appointment was recommended by Agora 
Excavations Director John McK. Camp in 
recognition of loyal service. Mr. Anderson 
has served as Architect at the Agora Excava-
tions since 1989.

In other Managing Committee business, 
a proposal to form a new standing commit-
tee of the Managing Committee, a Commit-
tee on Information Technology, was recently 
approved by institutional vote. The pro-
posal had been approved by the Managing 
Committee’s Executive Committee at the 
January meeting. A ballot, sent to the Man-
aging Committee as a matter of substance in 
February, was finalized March 5. e

Managing Committee
continued from page 5
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2009–10 Members: Inquiring Minds
The stimulating intellectual community at the School this year was enriched by scholars pursuing research on topics both tangible (e.g., pot-
tery, monuments, buildings) and conceptual (e.g., poetry, identity, space). Members for 2009–10 are listed below, along with research interests 
and fellowships held.
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REGULAR MEMBERS

Kristen Nicole Baxter
Rutgers, The State University
Martin Ostwald Fellow
Archaic Greek poetry, specifically choral 
lyric. Dissertation examining the religious 
significance of the epinician poetry of  
Pindar and Bacchylides

Johanna Best
Bryn Mawr College
James H. and Mary Ottaway, Jr. Fellow
Greek archaeology in the Classical and 
Hellenistic periods, Greek religion, archi-
tecture and landscape. Public green spaces

Christian F. Cloke
University of Cincinnati
The Archaic to Roman period in the Nemea 
Valley

Emily Catherine Egan
University of Cincinnati
Emily Townsend Vermeule Fellow
Nestor’s Megaron: Contextualizing a  
Mycenaean institution at Pylos

Dominic Paul Galante 
University of Pennsylvania
Archaic and Classical Greek history

Joseph Viguers Groves 
University of Michigan
Philip Lockhart Fellow
Roman conquest in Augustan authors

Paul Joseph Kosmin 
Harvard University
Thomas Day Seymour Fellow
Seleucid Space: Spatial dynamics and  
ideology of the Seleucid Empire

Karen Anne Laurence 
University of Michigan
Heinrich Schliemann Fellow
The Administration of Cult: Archaeologi-
cal Evidence for the Infrastructure of Greek 
Sanctuaries

Katherine E. Lu 
University of Michigan
Michael Jameson Fellow
The afterlife of drama in the Second Sophistic

Charlotte Elizabeth Maxwell-Jones 
University of Michigan
The Hellenistic East and interactions of the 
Greek population with natives and non-
natives, particularly in Hellenistic Bactria

Lincoln Thomas Nemetz-Carlson 
Ohio State University
Perceptions of the past and depictions of the 
present in Athenian monumental art of the 
5th century

Robert Joseph Nichols 
Indiana University
Virginia Grace Fellow
Language of τιμωρία in Lysias and Demos-
thenes

Jessica Paga 
Princeton University
Bert Hodge Hill Fellow
Architectural agency and the construction 
of Athenian democracy, symbiotic relation-
ship between the urban landscape of Athens 
and the formation of democracy 510 to 480 
B.C.E.

Cameron Glaser Pearson 
City University of New York
Poetical and historical context in which 
martial elegy was developed

Mark Felix Piskorowski 
Michigan State University
Archaic Athens and roles played by the Peisis-
tratids that helped to form the developing polis

Kelcy Sagstetter
University of Pennsylvania
John Williams White Fellow
Documentation and epigraphical analysis 
of ancient Greek inscriptions via 3-D laser 
scanning

Sarit Stern 
Johns Hopkins University
Apollo and Artemıs together

Christina Marie Trego 
Florida State University
Lucy Shoe Meritt Fellow
Construction and employment of fortifica-
tions in the Argolid and Corinthia at both 
palatial and non-palatial sites during 
LHIIIB

John Anthony Tully 
Princeton University
James Rignall Wheeler Fellow
Classical and Hellenistic Greek history: 
notions of identity in ancient Greece and on 
the Hellenistic Achaean League

Charles Umiker 
Pennington School
Greek history, art history, language technology

STUDENT ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Natalie Abell 
University of Cincinnati
Fulbright Fellow
Reconsidering a cultural crossroads: Dia-
chronic analysis of island identity and 
Aegean connectivity in Bronze Age Kea

Matthew J. Baumann 
Ohio State University
The imagery of poet cults in Ancient Greece

Alexis Marie Belis 
Princeton University
Fire on the Mountain: Ash altars and 
mountaintop sanctuaries in Ancient Greece

Heidi F. Broome-Raines 
Brown University
M. Alison Frantz Fellow
Reception of Classical Greek drama in 
early and middle Byzantium

Miriam Galadriel Clinton 
University of Pennsylvania
Fulbright Fellow
Minoan neopalatial domestic architecture: a 
contextual analysis of the ordinary house

Tzoulia Dimitriou 
Boston University
Attic old comedy

Jamieson Donati 
NYU, Institute of Fine Arts
Toward an Agora: The spatial and architec-
tural development of Greek civic space in 
the Peloponnese

Yuki Furuya 
University of Cincinnati
Jacob Hirsch Fellow
Diachronic trends of Late Minoan jewelry 
motifs: reflection of social changes dur-
ing the Neopalatial and the Final Palatial 
periods

Scott Charles Gallimore 
University at Buffalo
Edward Capps Fellow
Roman Ierapytna: A Cretan port city and 
its role in the pan-Mediterranean Roman 
economy

Mark David Hammond 
University of Missouri – Columbia
Homer A. and Dorothy B. Thompson 
Fellow 
Roman and Late Roman pottery from 
Corinth and its environs (1st to 8th  
centuries A.D.)
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Jason R. Harris 
University of Southern California
Eugene Vanderpool Fellow
Mobility and identity among Greeks in 
Magna Graecia during the Late Classical 
and Hellenistic periods

Kristine Marie Hess 
University of Chicago
Mount Sinai and the Monastery of Saint 
Catherine: depicting “place” and “space” in 
pilgrimage art

Seth Jaffe 
University of Toronto
Thucydidean moral psychology:  
Fear, honor, profit and the nature of politi-
cal order

Styliani Kalle 
Coulson/Cross Fellow in Turkey

Lauren Murray Kinnee 
NYU, Institute of Fine Arts
Solow Dissertation Fellow
The Roman trophy: From battlefield marker 
to emblem of power

Kristian Lorenzo 
University of Wisconsin – Madison
Doreen C. Spitzer Fellow
Greek and Roman naval victory monu-
ments: from Megara to Rome

Sarah Elizabeth Madole 
NYU, Institute of Fine Arts
Sarcophagus imagery and the construction 
of identity in Roman Asia Minor

Jerolyn Elizabeth Morrison
Leicester University
Cooking pots and cooking practices

Ayşe Ozil 
University of London
Cotsen Traveling Fellow
Changes in Orthodox communal buildings in 
Asia Minor during the nineteenth century

Ann Patnaude 
University of Chicago
Locating identity: Word and image in Ar-
chaic Greek pottery, ca. 675–480 B.C.E.

Catherine W. Person 
Bryn Mawr College
Kress Art and Architecture in Antiquity 
Fellow 
Domestic shrines in houses of Roman 
Greece: A comparative study with Asia 
Minor and Italy

Benjamin M. Sullivan 
University of California at Irvine
Ione Mylonas Shear Fellow
Aspects of Archaic Greek land warfare

Laura Surtees 
Bryn Mawr College
Solow Dissertation Fellow
A Thessalian city: The urban survey of 
Kastro Kallithea

Martin Gregory Wells 
University of Minnesota
Gorham Phillips Stevens Fellow
A cosmopolitan village: The Hellenistic 
settlement at Gordion

SENIOR ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Elizabeth Angelicoussis
Roman art in private British collections

Elizabeth C. Banks 
University of Kansas
Publication of Lerna small finds - Neolithic 
through Bronze Age, architecture
and stratigraphy of Lerna I and II

Iulian Trifon Bîrzescu 
Mellon East European Research Fellow
Attic fine pottery of the Archaic period in 
Istros/Histria: Context and chronology

Thomas M. Brogan 
INSTAP Study Center, East Crete
The production of perfumed oils at
Mochlos, oil and wine at Papadiokambos 
and colored textiles in Pacheia
Ammos. New light on the Minoan economy.

Mihalis Catapotis 
NCSR Demokritos
Wiener Laboratory Research Associate
Technological study of metallurgical ceram-
ics from the FN-MBA site of Mikro Vouni 
on Samothrace

Melissa Eaby 
INSTAP Study Center, East Crete
Mortuary variability in Early Iron
Age Cretan burials

Sireen El Zaatari 
Max Planck Institute
Wiener Laboratory Angel Fellow in Skele-
tal Studies for Evolutionary Anthropology
The prehistoric Mediterranean diet: Evi-
dence from microwear texture analysis of 
pre-Neolithic Greece

Edward M. Harris 
Durham University

Nigel Martin Kennell 
College Year in Athens
Greek citizen training in Hellenistic and 
Roman period and history of Archaic
and Classical Sparta and archaeology of 
Laconia and Spartan women in the
Hellenistic and Roman periods.

Luisa Sonia Klinger 
University of Haifa
Kress Publications Fellow

Robert D. Lamberton 
Washington University - St. Louis
Education in antiquity

Elizabeth Langridge-Noti 
American College of Greece
Greek pottery, Laconia

Carol L. Lawton 
Lawrence University
Kress Publications Fellow

Sarah Lepinski 
Bryn Mawr College
Kress Publications Fellow
Roman wall paintings from the Panagia
field at Corinth

Maria Anne Liston 
University of Waterloo
Burials in wells from the Agora

Richard D. McKirahan 
Pomona College
Book on Philolaos

James D. Muhly 
University of Pennsylvania (emeritus)
Cretan Bronze and Iron Age; copper and 
bronze metallurgy

Polymnia Muhly
Excavations at Kato Symi

Jennifer Lynne Palinkas
Arcadia University 
Greek sacred architecture; roads, gates, 
processions

Mary B. Richardson
Greek epigraphy

David Kawalko Roselli 
Scripps College
NEH Fellow 
Athens at work: the representation of labor 
and laborers in Athenian art and drama

Susan I. Rotroff 
Washington University - St. Louis
NEH Fellow 
Industrial religion: ritual pyres at Athens

Deborah Ruscillo Cosmopoulos 
University of Missouri, St. Louis
Wiener Laboratory Research Associate
Sexual dimorphism in mammalian skeletons

Jacek Rzepka 
Warsaw University
Mellon East European Fellow
Stratocles of Diomeia: Civil strife and the 
nature of political leadership in Early Hel-
lenistic Athens

2009–10 Members
continued from previous page
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Jan Motyka Sanders 
Arcadia University
Urban development of post-independence 
Athens

Julia Louise Shear 
Athenians’ memory of the past,
their identity, and ritual

Carolyn S. Snively 
Gettysburg College
Excavations at Konjuh; Early
Byzantine monasticism in the southern 
Balkan peninsula

Anne Stewart

Sharon Rae Stocker 
University of Cincinnati
Mallakastra Regional Archaeological 
Project (Albania); Blegen’s unpublished
work at Pylos

Gregory Stournaras 
Coulson/Cross Fellow in Turkey

Sara Strack
Iron Age wells in the Agora

Anastasia Tatiana Theodoropoulou 
Université de Paris I; Panthéon  
Sorbonne
Wiener Laboratory Faunal Fellow 
Fishing by the lake: Fish and fishing 
activities at the lakeside settlement of 
Dispilio, Lake Kastoria, Greece

Leslie L Threatte 
University of California, Berkeley
Greek epigraphy & linguistics

E. Loeta Tyree
The Skoteino cave

Chavdar S. Tzochev 
St. Kliment Ohridski
Mellon East European Fellow
Trade and consumption in the Hellenis-
tic city of Kabyle: A transport amphora 
study

Efrossini Vika 
Bournemouth University
Wiener Laboratory Research Associate
Investigating fish consumption in Greek 
antiquity using delta 13C and delta 15N 
analysis from fish bone collagen

Bronwen Wickkiser 
Vanderbilt University
NEH Fellow
New approaches to Asklepios

2009–10 Members
continued from previous page

to build both the Gennadius building and 
the Hostel at the same time, if as seems 
possible we are to get gifts to cover each of 
them.” The Athens Hostel had re-entered 
Capps’ agenda for another reason: after the 
Asia Minor destruction, which led to the 
sudden influx of one million refugees to 
Greece, the problem of lodging, female or 
not, was real for the School. To solve the 
problem temporarily, the School rented 
Prince George’s Palace on Academias Street 
from 1923 to 1929.

The School’s acute lodging problems 
clearly mobilized negotiations between 
the School and the Women’s Hostel Com-
mittee (WHC); there is extensive reference 
to it in the Minutes of the May Meeting of 
the Managing Committee in 1924, includ-
ing a five-page supplement describing the 
terms of an agreement between the ASCSA 
and the Women’s Committee on a Hostel 
for Women Students at Athens. The agree-
ment is a very interesting and surprising 
document because it gives full power to 
the WHC concerning the administration 
and management of the Women’s Hostel, 
which was to be “reserved exclusively for 
the accommodation of women students 
of the American School and of such other 
women, as it may be wise to admit.”

However, the WHC’s grant application 
to the Laura Spellman Rockefeller fund was 
turned down because the Rockefeller Foun-
dation expressed doubts whether there 
“would ever be, or often be, 20 qualified 
women students available,” and whether 
the building should be restricted solely to 
women. After this initial rejection letter, 
both Capps and Thomas began reconsider-
ing the idea of an exclusively female hostel, 
formulating one that would accommodate 
both sexes. The change in the plans for 
the Women’s Hostel in Athens did not have 
everybody’s approval: Hetty Goldman and 
Alice Walker Cosmopoulos, who had con-
tributed generously toward the purchase of 
the land in 1916, refused to consent to a 
hostel that allowed both sexes.

In December 1926, the School sent a re-
vised application to the Rockefeller Foun-
dation, to increase the School’s endow-
ment, build a residential hall, and support 
its publication program. Oddly, on March 
4, 1927, the WHC submitted to the Foun-
dation a second application for a women’s 
hostel, which would, however, allow for 
men “whenever there are not enough wom-
en students to fill the bedrooms.” In May 

1927 the Rockefeller Foundation awarded 
$500,000 to the School’s programs; of the 
$500,000, $133,000 was allotted to the 
construction of a hostel, toward which 
the School was obliged to raise an addi-
tional $66,000. A major dispute quickly 
erupted between Capps and Thomas (who 
was representing the Women’s Hostel Com-
mittee), with Thomas claiming that the 
grant should fund the Women’s Hostel on 
the basis of the March 1927 application. 
The School was too embarrassed to ask 
the Rockefeller Foundation what kind of 
a hostel it had funded, although the word-
ing of the grant referred to a residential hall 
for “students and workers.” Nevertheless, 
there is little doubt that the grant was made 
to the School. The conflict between Capps 
and Thomas, which lasted more than a year, 
was referred to Judge William Caleb Lor-
ing, the President of the School’s Trustees, 
who became the key figure in resolving the 
hostel problem.

At a special meeting held in February 
1928, a Special Trustees’ Committee de-
cided that the complete responsibility for 
the use of the building “for students and 
workers” rested exclusively with the Trust-
ees, and not with the WHC. In March 1928 
the WHC communicated to the Trustees a 
resolution announcing its dissolution. The 
dissolution of the WHC took place with-
out the presence of M.C. Thomas, who was 
traveling abroad. Grace Macurdy, who par-
ticipated in the dissolution meeting, wrote: 
“I think there was nothing else for us to do. 
None of us except Miss Thomas had ever 
been so very keen for a large Women’s Hos-
tel, no money had been subscribed for it 
and Miss Thomas never indicated that she 
would build it herself… Judge L[oring] is 
very optimistic when he thinks that in two 
months time or less the sum of 250,000 can 
be raised… Where it will all come from I 
do not know, but I can pretty surely say not 
from women’s colleges. I think that Miss 
Thomas has perhaps accomplished this 
much, that the dormitory will be built both 
for men and women.” The School soon 
managed to raise the $66,000 needed for 
the residential hall, and construction began 
in the fall of 1928. The building was named 
after Judge Loring, honoring his courtesy, 
patience, firmness, and diplomatic astute-
ness. Stuart Thompson and John Van Pelt 
were the architects. 

Loring Hall
continued from page 17
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Wiener Lab Report
The Neolithic and Early 
Bronze Age Bone Tools 
from Kryoneri, Lower 
Strymon Valley

Rozalia Christidou

Paris X-Nanterre University 
2008–09 Wiener Laboratory Fellow  
in Faunal Studies

My study of the bone tool assemblage of 
Kryoneri in northern Greece provides in-
formation about the Late Neolithic and 
Early Bronze Age sequences of the site 
and addresses issues surrounding bone 
tool manufacture, use, and discard in the 
settlement. This study makes possible 
comparisons with other sites that provide 
information about technological traditions 
and the contexts of their use.

Study of the collection included record-
ing of the manufacturing and use marks 
and of the natural alterations observed on 
the bone artifacts by naked eye and at low 
and high magnifications by means of a ste-
reoscope and a metallographic microscope. 
The anatomical, morphological, and metric 
traits and the sequence of manufacture of 
each piece were also studied. The micro-
scopic equipment and the skeletal reference 
collection of the Wiener Laboratory were 
used in the analysis.

A total of 143 bone pieces underwent 
examination. Manufacturing and use wear-
and-tear have been securely identified on 
110 out of 143. The Neolithic bone objects 
were made from deer antler, long bones, 

ribs, scapulas, and tali (28, 43, 9, 3, and 
2 specimens, respectively) and the Early 
Bronze Age ones from deer antler, long 
bones, ribs, and canines of Sus (3, 9, 1, 
and 2 specimens). The anatomical origin of 
nine artifacts has not been identified.

Included in the study was an exami-
nation of the stratigraphic distribution of 
the artifacts. The Neolithic material (dated, 
with the exception of one fragment, to the 
later Late Neolithic and the beginning of 
the Final Neolithic) was recovered from 
discard zones at the periphery of the settle-
ment and the Early Bronze Age pieces from 
habitation areas.

Overall, the material from the dump 
zones of Kryoneri contrasts with other 
sites of this period, where constructed 
areas have mainly been explored. The 
Kryoneri bone tool assemblage exhibits a 
considerable morphological diversity; lack 
of significant numbers of typologically and 
technologically homogenous tools; limited 
evidence for tool maintenance; an appre-
ciable amount of rejected deer antler; and 
frequent animal damage of the objects 
after their discard. An unusual variety of 
pointed implements has been recorded. 
These artifacts include rare finds such as a 
bone pin and bipoints, as well as a head of 
harpoon, unique for the region. As a rule, 
the pointed objects were carefully worked 
using scraping and/or grinding, and the 
shaping methods employed are comparable 
to those known from other Neolithic sites 
of northern Greece. But contrary to these 
sites, complex debitage methods are virtu-
ally absent from Kryoneri. Selectivity of 
raw materials becomes apparent from the 
types and size of the long bone splinters 
used as tool blanks. Edged tools are less 
frequent and less varied both technologi-
cally and typologically than the points, and 
this also contrasts with other Neolithic sites 
of northern Greece. Finally, fragments of 
spoons, a unique head of a humerus of 
large cattle used as tool, and a spherical 
bowl made from the head of a femur of 
large mammal, similar to those found in 
the Middle Chalcolithic of Cappadocia, 
Central Anatolia (personal observation), 
were also found.

Fragmentation and small sample size 
made investigation of the typological 
and technological variability in the bone 
tools of the Early Bronze Age unfeasible, 
although the simple character of the pro-
duction would be in agreement with data 
available from advanced Final Neolithic 
and Bronze Age sites in northern Greece 
and environs. The Early Bronze Age sample 
includes, apart from a toothed tool and a 

tubular object, fragments of awls and edged 
tools made from shattered long bones and a 
split rib. Raw materials and techniques do 
not show differences between this period 
and the Neolithic. Most of the tools are ex-
tensively scraped and/or ground and care-
fully finished. While traces from use of the 
Early Bronze Age tools on animal and vege-
tal materials are well formed, resharpening 
traces have not been recognized. However, 
this may be due to the small sample size. 
Finally, this study reveals the sparse charac-
ter of bone artifacts in the constructed area 
of the Early Bronze Age, when compared 
to the Neolithic contexts. e

Spherical bowl from head of femur.

“Although the old Hostel idea has been 
scrapped, we [have] nevertheless inherit[ed] 
some of the responsibilities that come from 
the organization which sponsored the Hostel. 
We are not likely to go anything like so far 
in throwing open LH to occupants as Miss 
Thomas and her Committee planned, and yet 
probably we ought to adopt a fairly broad 
academic principle… There is also the further 
consideration that we have built a building of 
considerably greater capacity than our pres-
ent needs and can easily suffer a staggering 
loss each year unless we make a definite effort 
to keep our rooms filled.” Of course, this 
letter from Capps to Rhys Carpenter in Sep-
tember 1929, a few months before Loring 
Hall’s official opening, could not anticipate 
that 80 years later the School would need 
more residential space.

— Natalia Vogeikoff-Brogan
Doreen Canaday Spitzer Archivist

Loring Hall
continued from page 25

My year as a Regular Member at the ASCSA 
was an invaluable experience. My education 
was enhanced not only through the visits to 
the archaeological sites and museums but 
also through the interaction and communi-
cation with colleagues and scholars within 
the archaeological community. I believe that 
the year at the school provided me with an 
interactive course of study that will help in my 
current research as well as enhance my future 
teaching experience. It has been a privilege to 
hold the Emily Townsend Vermeule Fellow-
ship .

Stella Diakou

Bryn Mawr College
2008–09 Emily Townsend Vermeule Fellow

Fellowships
continued from page 2
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Save the Date

The American School will celebrate its 
130th anniversary in 2011 with events 
in the U.S. and in Greece. Please look for 
announcements in the coming year! 

In Memoriam
Rebecca C. Robinson
1924–2009

Rebecca Cooper Wood Robinson, wife of 
the late Henry S. Robinson, Director of the 
School and Director of the Corinth Excava-
tions from 1959-1969, died on December 
7, 2009 at Medford Leas Retirement Com-
munity in Medford, NJ.

Rebecca C. Robinson earned an A.B. 
(cum laude) in archaeology from Bryn 
Mawr College in 1945 and an M.A. in 
1950. She was a School Member in 1950–
51 (Ella Riegel Fellow of Bryn Mawr Col-
lege), working at the Agora excavations 
during the spring and at the University of 
Pennsylvania excavations at Gordion that 
summer. She was a Special School Fellow in 
1951–1952, when Henry S. Robinson was 
a Fulbright Research Scholar at the School. 
They married in December 1953. During 
the years when Henry Robinson was Direc-
tor of the School, she presented lectures 
and teaching sessions for the students and 
spent summers at the Corinth Excavations. 
She returned to the School from 1978 to 
1979 as a Senior Associate Member. She 
published “Tobacco Pipes of Corinth and 
of the Athenian Agora” in Hesperia, 1985.

Sir Hugh Lloyd-Jones
1922–2009

Sir Hugh Lloyd-Jones, former Regius Pro-
fessor of Greek at Oxford University and a 
Classical scholar of great renown and pro-
digious output, died on October 5, 2009 at 
age 87. Known as an enthusiastic lecturer 
and a colorful scholar, he taught at Oxford 
from 1954 to 1989; his retirement was rec-
ognized with a knighthood that same year. 
His published works covered a wide range 
of fields, including Greek epic, lyric, trag-
edy, comedy, Hellenistic literature, religion, 
and intellectual history. Deepest sympa-
thies go to his wife, ASCSA Trustee Mary 
Lefkowitz, and to his family.

Martin Ostwald
1922–2010

Martin Ostwald, William R. Kenan Jr. Pro-
fessor Emeritus at Swarthmore College, died 
April 10 in Swarthmore, Pennsylvania.

Born in Dortmund, Germany, in 1922, 
Mr. Ostwald held degrees in Classics from 
the University of Toronto (B.A., 1946), the 
University of Chicago (A.M., 1948), and 
Columbia University (Ph.D., 1952). After 
receiving his doctorate, he taught at Wes-
leyan University and at Columbia before 
joining the Classics Department at Swarth-
more College in 1958. From 1968 until 
his 1992 retirement, he taught graduate 
programs in Classical Studies and Ancient 

fill of the various rooms and floors of the 
houses. Since the animals identified are 
not burrowing animals (like the moles, for 
example), the bones represent the actual 
animals that coexisted with humans in and 
around the settlement during the phases of 
occupation or a little later. So, they possi-
bly ended up in the assemblage either due 
to their natural death, or due to predation 
activity. The possibility of the transloca-
tion of bones from upper stories or upper 
terraces of the island is also strong, due to 
soil erosion. Finally, since the study of the 
stratigraphy of the houses is not yet com-
plete, information regarding most of the 
contexts as well as the use of certain rooms 
and spaces is still lacking; thus, I cannot 
comment on the presence of rodents in the 
storage rooms and in the magazines of the 
houses, and what this could mean for the 
everyday life of the inhabitants.

In summation, the Mochlos material 
offers new data to help illuminate the mi-
cromammalian history of Cretan fauna, 
which is a big puzzle for both zooarchae-
ologists and paleontologists. The presence 
of both commensal rodents (house mice) 
and wild rodents and insectivores (spiny 
mice, wood mice, shrews), which yield in-
formation about the microhabitats, helps 
in the reconstruction of the environment 
around the site and in the recreation of the 
everyday life of the inhabitants.

This project would not have taken place 
without an Advanced Fellowship from the 
ASCSA, for which I am extremely grateful. 
Further gratitude goes to Jeffrey Soles and 
Kostis Davaras, directors of the Mochlos 
excavations, whose permit was manda-
tory for the undertaking of the project; to 
INSTAP Study Center Director Thomas 
Brogan and his skillful staff; and to Wie-
ner Laboratory Director Sherry Fox, who 
provided me with space in the lab, support, 
and enthusiasm. e

Student Report
continued from page 10

History at the University of Pennsylvania 
while continuing his undergraduate teach-
ing duties at Swarthmore. A member of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
and the American Philosophical Society, 
he was an editor of the Cambridge Ancient 
History from 1976 to 1992.

Mr. Ostwald was a Member of the School 
(Fulbright Fellow) in 1961–1962. He served 
as a representative to the Managing Com-
mittee from Swarthmore College from May 
1968 until his retirement, when he became a 
Managing Committee Member Emeritus. e

School Lecture Series Online
The School has posted videocasts of its 
popular Lecture Series on the website. 
The last two years of lectures are avail-
able for viewing to all alumni, Manag-
ing Committee members, Members, 
and staff of the School under those 
four navigational headings (password 
needed).

In addition, the School’s Open 
Meeting is available to the general 
public at http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/in-
dex.php/News/newsDetails/lecture-
open-meeting-of-the-work-of-the-
school/. 

The ASCSA thanks the Canello-
poulos Foundation and the U.S. De-
partment of Education for their generous support of the Director’s Lecture Series, 
and also thanks Lloyd E. Cotsen for the Gennadius Lecture Series.

Ian Morris (Stanford University) giving the 
Trustees Lecture at the School in December.

http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/index.php/about/lectures/
http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/index.php/about/lectures/
http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/index.php/News/newsDetails/lecture-open-meeting-of-the-work-of-the-school/
http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/index.php/News/newsDetails/lecture-open-meeting-of-the-work-of-the-school/
http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/index.php/News/newsDetails/lecture-open-meeting-of-the-work-of-the-school/
http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/index.php/News/newsDetails/lecture-open-meeting-of-the-work-of-the-school/
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Wiener Laboratory Hosts Max 
Planck Institute Workshop
The Wiener Laboratory hosted a Max Planck Institute for Demographic 
Workshop (Rostock) on March 15–17, 2010 entitled “Sex, death and 
bones: Paleodemography and gender differentials in the Mediterra-
nean World.” The workshop drew 25 participants from various parts 
of the globe—Russia, Germany, Denmark, the Netherlands, Greece, 
Canada, and the United States—six of whom have been affiliated with 
the Wiener Laboratory (Sherry Fox, Chryssa Bourbou, Maria Liston, 
Michael MacKinnon, Anastasia Papathanasiou, and Sevi Triantaphyl-
lou). Papers included “Sex differences in prehistoric Greece: The hu-
man osteological record” (A. Papathanasiou); “Engendering the people 
of the Argolid in the Middle Helladic period: A comparative view of 
Lerna, Argos and Mycenae” (S. Triantaphyllou); and “The question of 
infant death in Greco-Roman antiquity: Infanticide, natural causes, or 
all of the above.”

In October former ASCSA Director James 
D. Muhly received an honorary doctorate 
from the University of Cyprus, in recogni-
tion of his contributions to the archaeology 
and history of Cyprus. In his honor, the 
university also hosted a two-day confer-
ence, “Eastern Mediterranean Metallurgy in 
the Second Millennium B.C.,” organized by 
Lina Kassianidou and George Papasavvas 
of the university’s Archaeological Research 
Unit.

ddd

An exhibit of research drawings of Athens’ 
ancient Parthenon by Fairfield University 
art historian and archaeologist and ASCSA 
Managing Committee Member Katherine 
Schwab was on display last fall at Fairfield 
University’s Lukacs Gallery. Ms. Schwab 
was honored last summer when gray-scale 
images scanned from 26 of her original re-
search drawings of the Parthenon’s east and 
north metopes became part of the perma-
nent installation in the Parthenon Gallery 
of the new Acropolis Museum in Athens. 

Jim Muhly and George Papasavvas. 
Photo: S. Fox

Participants in the Max Planck Institute for Demographic 
Workshop.




