GREEK INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE ATHENIAN
AGORA

(PraTes 59, 60)

1 (PL 59). Upper part of a pedimental stele of white marble found face up over
a Hellenistic channel (section BI') on August 9, 1974.* Mended from two pieces, the
left part of the inscribed surface has been worn smooth by foot traffic. The original
sides, top, and back are all preserved.

The pediment of the stele is unusually elaborate. Underneath the tympanum
there are a cyma recta decorated with alternating acanthus and lotus leaves and, below
that, dentils. In the pediment are carved three acanthus leaves flanked by flowers;
the acroteria consist of palmettes with tendrils. The whole is remarkably ornate and
does not find a close parallel in contemporary inscriptions. In fact, a perusal of the
plates published in Kirchner-Klaffenbach, Imagines Inscriptionum Atticarum; Dow,
Prytaneis, Hesperia, Suppl. 1; and Hesperia, volumes 1-46 reveals no near parallel.

Height, 0.77 m.; width, 0.55 m.
Thickness of inscribed surface, 0.145 m.; of pediment, 0.194 m.
Height of letters, ca. 0.006 m.

Inv. no. I 7484
.214/3 a. NON-3TOIX. ca. 45
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1 émt Edduhjrov dpxovros émt mijs "Epexfetdos rerdprns °
[mp|vravetas fu *Aplorwr Beoddpov ‘Pauvoiaios éypapud-
[rever- Bondpout ] Gros éver kai véar, Tpirew kal Sexdre[ 7] Hs

4  [wpvravelas: é]kxhnoia kvpia év Td BedTpwr T@p mPoé-"""
[Spwv émefmidilev] Xapuréns Mapdilov *Adidraios kal *
[ovpmpdedpor]- €dofev T BovAér kai Tét Sripwe Pavép’-

7 [axos —%* Duhd]oos eimer émedn) oi édmBou ol émi ArokNé-
[ovs dpxovros] Sueréheoav edrakTobvres eis 7<a> y[vurd]-
[0t koreokebaoalv 8 éavrods ebmefels 7d Te koo [nTel Kai]

10 [rols kabeordo |w adrols Sibackdhois év Te 1€ T[eNerer?]

1T am indebted to Professor T. Leslie Shear, Jr., Director of the Athenian Agora Excavations,
for the opportunity to study and publish these fragments and to Professors S. Dow and A. G.
Woodhead for helpful comments on an early draft of this study. A grant-in-aid from the College
of Humanities at The Ohio State University has supported this work in part. I also wish to record
my thanks to J. McK. Camp II and D. Romano for supplying some much needed squeezes from
Athens.
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[rdp Mvornpt]wr é\eirodpynoar kakds kal eboeBad[s — &L —
[- %% — a]vrols § Te Baoiheds kal of Tdu Mvomp [ lw ém]-

13 [peAnrai mémop]dav 8¢ kai Tas wopmas kai Tas \[apmddas]
[€8pauov év] Tols dANois dydow edoxnuéve|s kol ebrdx]-
[rws €Bvoaly 8¢ k[a]i ras Bvaias Tois feots kal [ékalhiépyoav]
16 [dkolovfws] 7o[Ts] vépois kai Tols Yndiou|aoe — — L L~ —
[— -1 — K |afnkovons év Sakap|[tve —— 220 — — ]
[ 78 A]npokpatiar Typ wop|w] v [éndpmevoay kal Tov]
19 [8pduov] €Spapov 7éu émwvipwe Tis [miocov momaduevor]
[Ty dud\]av kafdmep avrols oi véu[oL mpooérarrov &2
[22 émay'] yehbein mapakoirotvré s Te SieréNeaav kal Tals]
22 [éxxhnot]us épedpevovres ob érart|ev 6 kooums: v O€]
[dmédeli]y Te 7€ Bovhér kai Ty é[v Smhos émovjoavro: Smws ]
[&v odv da]ivmrar 6 Sfjuos Tiudv 7[ovs éavrods edyproTovs kai]
25 [ioovs mapaokevdfovras ayalfe[w Tvxe 8eddxBar Téu Bovher Tovs Aa]-
[xvrals wpoébpovs eis My é[ moboav ékkAnoiay xpyuarioar]
[mepi ToV | Twv yvduny O¢ € [vuBdrheabar THs Bovhis eis Tov 84 |-
28 [uov 87t] Sokel Té Bovk[& émawéoar Tovs édriBovs Tovs émi Awo]-
[khéo]vs dpxovros kai [oTedpavdoar dvrovs xpvodr orepdvawe]
[edoeB]elas évexa s [mpds Tovs Peods kal evraias kail pihore]-
31 [ui]as s eis Ty Bo[vAy kai Tov Sfjpov: émawéoar e %]
[ 2% ]y Hivaxos *Ava[— <2 — 7ov koopimw adrdv: émavéoar]
8¢ kal 7ov war[Sorpifny ‘Edpriov ‘Epuoddpov *Axapréa kal Tov ka]-
34  ramahtad|érmy Néavdpov Iediéws éx Kepauéwr kal Tov]
omho[payory——————— —— e — ]

EricrarPHICAL COMMENTARY

Line 1. Only the uppermost horizontal of the first two letters is preserved.

Line 5. The line of breakage, as chance would have it, obscures the reading of the nomen.
The chi, though badly worn, seems certain. In isolation dotted alpha could be lambda and dotted
lambda could be alpha.

Line 7. Of dotted epsilon, only a trace of the topmost horizontal survives at the break.

Line 8. The alpha in pointed brackets has no crossbar.

Line 12. Only the top third of dotted rho is visible,

Line 14. Of dotted omega, only the upper half is preserved.

Line 15. Only the serif at the top of dotted iota is visible.

Line 17. Of dotted mu, only the initial vertical appears at the edge of the break.

Line 18. The second preserved pi is inscribed over another letter, apparently a lambda.

Line 22. Only the horizontal of dotted tau is preserved.

Line 29. Of dotted iota, only a small part of the top is preserved.

Line 31. Only the arc from the upper left of the dotted omikron is visible.

Line 32. Of dotted nu, only the right vertical can be discerned.
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This new ephebic text and Agora I 7181, now dated to 204/3,* provide the only
significant evidence for the activities of the ephebes, and for the honorific language
employed to describe these activities, in the crucial years 229 to 200 B.c. The other
known texts which certainly fall within these fermint are three in number. Two of
the three, viz. Hesperia 15, 1946, pp. 190-193 and Hesperia 34, 1965, pp. 90-92, pre-
serve only parts of the register of names. The third, /G II?, 794, preserves only
the preamble and the first line of the decree proper.®

The present text appears to conform to Reinmuth’s type II: “ one general honor-
ary decree followed by the names of the ephebes of all tribes.” * The restorations inlines
1-9 and 24-35 follow well-known formulae and appear to be reasonably certain. The
restorations in lines 10-23 are intended as exempli gratia, although some seem more
probable than others. For example, A. G. Woodhead points out that lines 12-14 of
the present text make it possible to restore IG II?, 700, lines 13-14 = Hesperia 7,
1938, p. 110.

[-———- & Te Baoi\eds kai of Tdu Mvamypt] wv émperyral: €8-
[papov 3¢ kai Tas hapmddas kal Tods dANo]vs dpduovs Tovs yryvo-

Other possible restorations which I think worth mentioning are as follows:

Lines 11-12. . .. edoeBd[s ép’ ols kai | émjweaav a]drois krh. 1 owe this suggestion
to Professor Woodhead who cites IG I*, 101 as a parallel for émawely with the
dative.

Lines 16-17 may provisionally be filled out: [€fvoav 8¢ 7@ At|avre émi s k] abnkodons
& Sahau[tn Ovoias —<2—].
Lines 20-21. [iva | naow émay]yeNfein kr\.

In the present text the ephebes are praised for their general deportment in the
gymnasia and obedience to their instructors (lines 7-10); for their participation in
the Mysteries and in other games and sacrifices (lines 10-16) ; for their activities on
Salamis presumably in the Aianteia (lines 17-20); for acting as an honor guard at
meetings of the Ekklesia (lines 21-22) ; and for dress parades which they presented
before the Boule, probably at the close of their year of service (lines 22-23). Apart
from the general references to their good behavior, the specific praise which they
are accorded suggests that the corps of ephebes acted in the main during 215/4 as

? First published by O. W. Reinmuth, Hesperia 43, 1974, pp. 246-259, and re-edited by J. S.
Traill, Hesperia 45, 1976, pp. 296-303.

8 For a re-edition, see S. Dow in HSCP 48, 1937, pp. 108-109. Another fragment which pre-
serves part of the opening lines, Agora I 5722 (W. K. Pritchett, B. D. Meritt, The Chronology of
Hellenistic Athens, Cambridge, Mass. 1940, pp. 110-111), may well date to 213/2 rather th~n 195/4
as Pritchett-Meritt,

¢ Cf. Hesperia 24, 1955, p. 226.
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a small, select honor guard at the most important religious festivals and public meet-
ings.

The activities mentioned in this inscription can all be paralleled in the more ex-
pansively phrased decrees of the late 2nd century B.c.; see, for example, /G 11%, 1006,
1008, 1011, 1028. At the same time, the specific phraseology of this decree, of Agora
I 7181 (Hesperia 45, 1976, p. 297), and of IG II*, 794 differ, thus suggesting that
there was not as yet an established pattern for the language of decrees honoring
ephebes. To what extent this unsettled state of the language reflects flux in the insti-
tution itself is unclear. Necessarily, the deeds praised were a selection, for not all
of the activities of the ephebes could be, or deserved to be, mentioned. It seems
reasonable to conclude, therefore, that the specific events mentioned reflect in this
period (229-200 B.c.) the choice of the proposer of the decree as well as the particular
activities of the year.

As an example, the text of the present inscription refers to activities on Salamis
in language which is not paralleled in other inscriptions. The reference in line 18
in particular seems to be to a well-known statue of Democracy on the island (cf. IG
IT%, 1011, lines 62-63). The participation of the ephebes in the Aianteia and in the
ceremonies commemorating the battle of Salamis was an annual event and it is well
attested in our records. Thus it is surprising that it receives no mention in the text
of 204/3 (Hesperia 45, 1976, pp. 297-299), the more so when one notes that the lan-
guage of that decree is more detailed and mentions a greater number of gods and
specific festivals than the present text. It seems more likely, therefore, that this
omission reflects the proposer’s choice rather than that the ephebes did not participate
in the Aianteia in the year of Diodotos.

Reinmuth suggests in his commentary on Agora I 7181 (Hesperia 43, 1974, pp.
258-259) that the ephebes had more real military activities in the last quarter of the
3rd century B.c. than they did in the 2nd and 1st centuries B.c. This may well be
so. The difference in emphasis, however, between the present text and Agora I 7181,
if there is in fact a real one, would appear to be traceable to the growing elaboration
of the language used in decrees praising ephebes and to the particular choices of the
speakers rather than to any appreciable differences in the ceremonies in which the
ephebes of 215/14 and 205/4 participated.

The width of the present text, 0.55 m., is comparable to that of Agora I 7181,
the original width of which was ca. 0.51 m. This width suggests a roster of ephebes
in two columns and a relatively small number enrolled. The roster of 220/19 (Hes-
peria 15, 1946, pp. 190-193) has parts of 8 names preserved in the second column and
seems to have contained about 20 names in all; the roster. of 210/09 (Hesperia 34,
1965, pp. 90-92) contains parts of 21 names from four tribes and the original en-
rollment may be estimated as a little over 50; the roster of 205/4 (Hesperia 45, 1976,
pp. 297-299) contains parts of 19 names and the total enrollment may be estimated
as about 30. The stelai from earlier in the century (/G II?, 665, 681, 766, 787) have
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approximately the same width; the usual enrollment was about 30.° The enrollment
seems to have fluctuated in the years 229-200 from 20-50 students. In any case, the
institution during this period was relatively small, reflecting the impoverished state
of the city in the first years of freedom.

ProsoroGrRAPHICAL COMMENTARY

Line 2. This secretary is also attested in Meritt and Traill, The Athenian Agore, XV, Inscrip-
tions: The Councillors, Princeton 1974, no. 135, line 2.

Line 5. The nomen XapiréAys is new to Attic prosopography. A Ildududos *A¢. is attested as
an ephebe in 107/6 (IG 112, 1011, line 111).

Lines 6-7. This man is attested as a councillor sometime after 225 B.c.; see Agora XV, no.
125, line 19.

Line 32. The personal name, Iliva§, is new to Attic prosopography.

Line 34. The length of the name required suggests the restoration; cf. Hesperia 11, 1942, pp.
301-302.

2 (PL 60). Fragment of white marble with the back preserved (rough picked)
found in a marble pile (section BI') in June of 1972.

Height, 0.185 m.; width, 0.11 m.; thickness, 0.045 m.
Height of letters, 0.006 m.

Inv. no. I 7421
ca. a. 140 a. NON-3TOIX. ca. 40

I [mmmmmmmmmmme B 7 (R ]
[ kal Siareréexev dyabov] Méywy [kal wpdrrwv Ymép]
[7s wé\ews kaTo. v éav]rob 8y | apw Vmép bv kal diro]-
4  [pepapripnrar atrols ¥]7o mhedv|wr Smws dv odv]
[6 djuos daivnrar xdpiras] karaéi[als [Sadvidrrav]
[rots els éavrov duhorypo Jupuévors dy[abi Tixme 8eddx]-
7 [Bow mHe Bovhij Tovs ha]xdvras mpo[éSpovs eis Ty ém]-
[coboav ékrrnaiav xpn]patioca mep[i rodrov yrduny]
[8¢ EvuBdAeobar mjs B]ovAijs eis 70 [v Sijuov &7 Sokel ]
10  [+He BovAfu émawéoar =< Jva Helbaydp[ov -2 kal ore]-
[pavdoar Balhod orepdve]i edvoias [Evexa xai dhoriui]-
[as 7hs eis Tov Sfjuov 70]v "Abnvaiw|v 6edéofar 8¢ adrdi]
13 [kal mohirelav Sokipac]évre év 76 [ Bovhevrypiwe: Tovs]
[8¢ feopobéras Srav ] pérov why[pdow SikaaTipiov]
[els éva kal mevraxoaiolvs Sikao[Tas eicayayeiv]
16 [adrée v Sokwpactiov T4 s molroy | padias kal un wap]-
[vre kai €lvaw adrde So]kipacBé[vre ypdpacfar Gviis]
[kal Sripov kai pparplas] fs [dv BovAnrar. dvaypdipas k7). ]

5 Cf. S. Dow, HSCP 48, 1937, p. 109.
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EprigrarrIcAL COMMENTARY

Line 1. The stone is very worn and abraded in this area, which leaves some doubt as to
whether the inscribed surface is preserved at all. There do appear, however, to be traces of letter
strokes and the sigma seems to be certain. It is located directly above the lambda in line 2.

Line 2. Dotted lambda could also be alpha. Only the initial vertical of dotted nu is preserved.

Line 4. Only the right side of dotted pi is visible.

Line 6. The right part of the last preserved letter space is very worn. Epsilon and pi are also
possible.

Line 10. For dotted rho, beta is also possible.

Line 12. A small part from the bottom left side of dotted omega is preserved.

Line 14. The initial vertical of dotted eta appears along the line of the break.

Line 17. In isolation, the strokes read as dotted kappa could also be part of a chi or, perhaps,
even a sigma,

The margins as here restored are purely hypothetical.

The date of this citizenship decree has been determined both by the hand and
by the formulae employed in the grant. The language conforms to type III in the sys-
tem developed by M. J. Osborne and suggests a date in the 2nd century B.c., probably
after 174/3.° The hand is that of a cutter whose dated work spans the years 152/1-
135/4.7

For the restorations in lines 2 and 3 see, for example, /G II?, 655, lines 8-9; for
those in lines 3-4 compare IG II%, 979, lines 15-16; and for those in lines 4-6 see IG
I1%, 677, lines 7-8. The restorations of lines 6-18 follow the well-known pattern of
citizenship decrees of the period. See, for example, IG II?, 980 and 981. For the
wording of line 14 compare also IG I1?, 922, line 10. '

Line 10. The spacing suggests that about 2-3 letters are lost from the nomen.
The restoration [Afw]ve seems probable. Unless the line was unusually crowded, the
ethnic can have been no more than 6 letters in length at most.® This man is not at-
tested elsewhere.

StepHEN V. TrRACY
THaE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

¢ Cf. M. J. Osborne, “Athenian Grants of Citizenship after 229 B.C.,” Ancient Society 7, 1976,
. 113-118.
i 7 The I 6006 Cutter in S. V. Tracy, “ Five Letter-cutters of Hellenistic Athens (230-130 B.c.),”
Hesperia 47, 1978, pp. 261-266.
8 For a convenient list of ethnics attested in Attica, see H. Pope, Foreigners in Attic Inscrip-
tions, Philadelphia 1947, pp. 1-8, and for a list of naturalized Athenians, A. Billheimer, Naturaliza-
tion in Athenian Law and Practice, Gettysburg 1922, pp. 110-128.
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PLATE 60

SINVIVS O SV¥09VNT ONIY
SYONOH SNIHLY :dNOYLS ‘S ATVNOY ANV SIATT ‘W AIAV

v yuowesy :0Z ZII O

VYOOV NVINHHLY FHL WOYd
SNOILLAIIOSN] JF9YL) (XOVY], "A NIHdHLS
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