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Among archaeologists, histo-
rians, and classicists, 25 years
may not seem like a long
time, but in the world of
design, it’s an eternity.
Therefore, as the Newslet-
ter enters its 25th year of
publication, we have given
it a new look, one that we
hope will continue to do
justice to the diverse
achievements and ac-
tivities it documents.

Launched in 1977
by then-President of
the Board of Trustees,
Elizabeth A. White-
head, the Newsletter
aimed to keep mem-
bers of the School
family abreast of

the work of the School, in its
many facets. Her successor in 1983 as Presi-
dent, Doreen Canaday Spitzer, assumed at
the same time the editorship of the News-

The terrible events of September 11 truly
knew no international boundaries, as doz-
ens of nations suffered the loss of citizens and
countless individuals mourned for friends
and strangers alike. David Gill (University
of Wales), who had arrived in Athens that
afternoon to do work in the School’s Ar-
chives, found himself standing outside the
School, struggling to absorb the magnitude
of the news that greeted him. His poem, re-
produced here, articulates the timelessness
of tragedy.

Whispered words
“It can’t be true”
“All of them?”
They gather below the sacred stones
And weep at the Sicilian news.

Ashen faces
“We can’t go on”
“What’s the point?”
Satellite dishes line the ancient streets
While orange flames lick the screen.

letter, which continued to record the evolu-
tion not only of the School but also of the
field of classics and archaeology.

Upon Doreen’s retirement from the Board
in 1996, her fellow Trustees honored her
with the establishment of an endowment
fund for the Newsletter so that it could con-
tinue to do what she had done so energeti-
cally in her years as President: spread the
news of the School’s achievements. During
Doreen’s editorship, the Newsletter intro-
duced a feature called ákoue!, to call atten-
tion to a particular article or editorial. That
name has now been incorporated into the
Newsletter’s nameplate on an illustrated
cover page that will also feature a table of
contents. The inner pages are redesigned as
well, to make text more readable and to al-
low more flexibility with photographs.
ákoue! — The Newsletter will continue the
tradition set by Betsy Whitehead and Doreen
Spitzer, bringing to its readers the vibrancy
and variety of scholarship and life at the
School. e

                                            — The Editor

A New Look for the Newsletter
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continued on page 16

At its May meeting, the ASCSA Managing
Committee appointed Stephen V. Tracy as Di-
rector of the School for a five-year term. Mr.
Tracy succeeds current School Director
James D. Muhly, whose term expires June 30,
2002.

“The School is a marvelously successful
academic enterprise, and I am honored to be
elected to serve as the next Director,” Mr.
Tracy said of his appointment. “Changing
times and changing international conditions
present us with interesting challenges and
opportunities, to which I look forward. It will
be a particular pleasure
for me to work with the
outstanding students
who attend the School
each year.”

Mr. Tracy, who holds
a B.A. in Latin and
Greek from Brown Uni-
versity and an M.A. and
Ph.D. in classical phi-
lology from Harvard
University, first visited
Greece as a Harvard
Traveling Fellow in
1965. His association
with the School began
in 1966–67, when he
wrote his dissertation,
“A Letter-Cutter of
Classical Athens,” at
the School under a grant from the Woodrow
Wilson Foundation. A member of the Man-
aging Committee since 1974 and Chair since
1998, Mr. Tracy has also been a Summer
Session director, Senior Research Fellow
(Visiting Professor), Chair of the Commit-
tee on the Summer Sessions and the Com-
mittee on Publications, member of the Com-
mittee on Committees, and both an elected
and ex officio member of the Executive
Committee.

Mr. Tracy’s scholarly work includes sev-
eral books and book chapters, as well as a
large number of articles on epigraphical, his-
torical, and literary subjects. He has pub-
lished four books related to epigraphy—The
Lettering of an Athenian Mason, Hesperia
Supplement XV (Princeton, 1975), IG II2

2336, Contributors of First Fruits for the
Pythaïs (Meisenheim, 1982), Attic Letter-
Cutters of 229 to 86 B.C. (University of Cali-
fornia Press, 1995), and Athenian Democracy
in Transition: Attic Letter-Cutters of 340 to 290
B.C. (University of California Press, 1995)
—as well as a very well received book on a
literary topic, The Story of the Odyssey

(Princeton University Press, 1990). Mr. Tracy
was co-author (with J. Bodel) of Greek and
Latin Inscriptions in the USA: A Checklist
(American Academy in Rome, 1997) and co-
editor of Studies Presented to Sterling Dow on
his Eightieth Birthday, Greek, Roman, and
Byzantine Monograph 10 (Durham, 1984).
His latest book, Athens and Macedon: Attic
Letter-Cutters of 300 to 229 B.C., is forthcom-
ing from the University of California Press.

Mr. Tracy is a life member of the Ameri-
can Philological Association and a corre-
sponding member of the Deutsches archäo-

logisches Institut, Berlin.
He has held fellowships
and grants from the Na-
tional Endowment for
the Humanities, Ameri-
can Council of Learned
Societies, Archaeological
Institute of America, the
Institute for Advanced
Study, the Packard Hu-
manities Institute, the
National Science Foun-
dation, the Gladys Krieble
Delmas Foundation, and
the Ford, Mellon, and
Woodrow Wilson Foun-
dations. He is currently
part of an international
team of scholars who, in
cooperation with the Ber-

lin Academy, are preparing a new edition of
Inscriptiones Graecae volumes II–III, the in-
scriptions of Attica subsequent to the year
404 B.C.

Mr. Tracy is Director of the Center for
Epigraphical Studies at Ohio State Univer-
sity, where he is Professor of Greek and Latin
and Adjunct Professor of Ancient History.

His wife, June W. Allison, also a Profes-
sor of Greek and Latin at Ohio State, is a very
popular teacher who has also published a
number of articles on literary subjects. Her
most recent book, Word and Concept in
Thucydides (Scholars Press, Atlanta), was
published in 1997. e

Tracy Appointed School Director

Photo courtesy Ohio State University

School’s First
Assistant Professor
Concludes His Term
In Fall 2000, the School appointed Brendan
Burke to a newly created position: Assistant
Professor of Classical Studies. As his two-year
term winds down, he takes stock of the enhance-
ments to School programs and services made
possible by the new position, and examines its
effect on his own scholarship.

Over the last year and a half, as I have served
as the first Assistant Professor of Classical
Studies at the American School, I have had
the unique opportunity to work with some
of the brightest graduate students from some
of the best programs in Classics, Art History,
and Archaeology. I have also been fortunate
enough to have truly inspiring and dedicated
colleagues, from the visiting professors at the
School to the permanent members of the
teaching staff. My position has been at times
challenging but also a highly rewarding ex-
perience.

At the start of the 2000–2001 academic
year the teaching program of the School had
to adjust to the additional position of the As-
sistant Professor. Merle Langdon, the Mellon
Professor, made every effort to welcome me
and was very accommodating to my teach-
ing and research interests. Together with
Corinth Excavation Director Guy Sanders,
the three of us have worked out a program
for the four Fall trips which has room for
contributions by members of the teaching
staff but also gives each of the trip leaders a
fair degree of autonomy. We all agree that
leading trips is like teaching a course, and
we employ our own pedagogical methods.
Our curriculum proved successful last year
and we have basically kept with the same
program for the 2001–2002 academic year.

Rhys F. Townsend has been named to suc-
ceed Stephen V. Tracy as Chair of the Man-
aging Committee, effective July 1.

Mr. Townsend is Associate Professor of
Art History at Clark University, where he
has taught since 1982. A full profile will
appear in the next issue of the Newsletter.

Photo: Marie Mauzy
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Student Reports

Unconventional Sources
Yield Clues to Macedonia’s
Social History

IPEK K. YOSMAOGLU

EDWARD CAPPS FELLOW, 2001–2002
M. ALISON FRANTZ FELLOW, 2000–2001

The Gennadius Library is highly acclaimed
as one of the major research libraries
for Byzantine history. However, this well-
deserved reputation should not lead us into
assuming that the Gennadius collection’s
appeal is limited to Byzantinists. In fact, the
Library’s holdings offer invaluable material
to scholars from a variety of disciplines
whose research interests concern the history
of the Balkans, the Orthodox Church, and
the Ottoman Empire.

Last academic year, I had the opportunity
to continue my doctoral thesis research at the
Gennadius Library as the American School’s
M. Alison Frantz fellow. My project intends
to reconstruct a local and social history of the
Struggle for Macedonia, which has so far
remained within the realm of political and
diplomatic history. I focus on the area around
Serres, which today is one of the largest
towns of the region of Macedonia in Greece.
I have drawn primary material for this study
from a variety of sources including Ottoman
and French state archives and periodicals,
and I hope to extend my study to include
Greek state sources this year.

My research in the Gennadius Library, on
the other hand, concerned an entirely differ-
ent category of sources that has been both
blessed and condemned by historians,
namely, travel literature. Holdings of the
Gennadius Library include arguably the
most impressive collection of travel literature
concerning the Peloponnese, the Balkans,
and Anatolia from the seventeenth through
the beginning of the twentieth century.

I was aware of the wealth of this collec-
tion before I came to Athens last year, but it
was a surprise to find out about an equally
important, yet not as frequently acclaimed,
resource among the holdings of the Library
as I was perusing the stacks: ethnographic
maps of the Ottoman Empire and the
Balkans. (John Gennadius himself published
one such map, accompanied by a booklet,
in 1877 under an anonymous name; this
map is among the holdings of the Library.) I
based a May 2001 tea talk on these ethno-
graphic maps and attempted to show how

they, despite their obvious shortcomings as
propaganda pieces, can also provide clues
that help us understand the specific condi-
tions that determined their production. One
of my main purposes was to show how eth-
nographic maps, invented and first intro-
duced to the Balkans by Europe as indispens-
able tools of colonization, were co-opted and
deployed by the nationalist elite of the very
same region in order to articulate their own
agendas of domination. To that end, the
Gennadeion proved to be an extremely rich
and valuable resource for my research efforts,
as it provided an unusual vantage point for
exploring the history of the Balkans.

���

East Meets West:
A Reassessment of
the Medieval Morea

HEATHER E. GROSSMAN

GORHAM P. STEVENS FELLOW, 2000–2001
OLIVIA JAMES FELLOW (AIA), 1999–2000

When the ASCSA Regular Members arrive
in Stymphalos on their fall trip, they expect
to see the striking reed-filled lake where
Herakles performed his sixth labor, as well
as the extensive remains of the ancient city.
However, also tucked into this fertile valley
are the ruins of the thirteenth-century C.E.
monastery of Zaraka, founded after the
Fourth Crusade and likely an outpost of the
Cistercian monastic order. On both the 1999

and 2000 trips, I had the pleasure of learn-
ing about ancient Stymphalos as well as dis-
cussing this medieval site with other School
Members. I visited the Zaraka monastery on
these trips and others during the past two
years, researching the architectural evidence
for cultural interaction between Westerners
and Byzantines following the Fourth Crusade.

Culminating in the capture of Constan-
tinople in April of 1204, the Fourth Crusade
initiated an era of Western settlement and
consequent cultural interaction between
Greeks and Franks, as the Byzantines called
the knights from Burgundy, Champagne,
Flanders, and Lombardy. In the two centu-
ries that followed, several major and minor
states were created in the Aegean. Among the
richest and most stable of these domains was
the Principality of Achaïa, also called the
Morea, comprising much of the Pelopon-
nesos. The Franks brought with them the
power structure, religion, and cultures—
including the material culture — of their
homelands. As their existence in the region
became more permanent, these Franks
formed with the upper-echelon Greeks of the
area a mutually supporting, though at times
antagonistic, elite.

In my dissertation, I am examining the
architectural record left by this syncretic so-
ciety in the Peloponnesos, Epirus, and
Euboia. I am focusing on newly built and
adapted ecclesiastic structures of the first
century of the Frankokratia. Most of these
structures are undated, and there are only
scant references to these sites in medieval
documents. Scholars have tended to group
the architecture built or adapted during the
Frankish period into the categories of “West-
ern” and “Byzantine,” based primarily upon
the structures’ plan typologies and ornamen-
tation. This taxonomy implies that the archi-
tecture of the medieval West was imported
wholesale into the Morea after 1204 by the
predominantly French-speaking conquerors,
and suggests singular, ethnically based points
of origin for the monuments and their fea-
tures. However, close examination of the
buildings’ fabric, plans, and ornamentation
allows me to suggest that these structures
exhibit instead a complex hybridization. El-
ements from a shared early Christian past
reemerge in Greece as they did in the
Romanseque West, Byzantine and Gothic
masonry techniques are mixed in the same
structure, and Western sculpture appears in
otherwise Byzantine churches.

I have investigated the remains of eccle-
siastic sites in order to consider from where

An ethnographic map of European
Turkey and Greece, published by John
Gennadius in an 1877 booklet.

Photo: Ipek K. Yosmaoglu

continued on page 6
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JOHN MCK. CAMP II
AGORA EXCAVATIONS DIRECTOR

Northwest Area

In Section BZ the excavations, supervised by
Floris van den Eijnde, Marcie Handler, and
Michael Laughy, continued to expose the
Middle Byzantine settlement of the eleventh
century A.D. For the most part we excavated
through and under the lowest floor levels,
digging into fill representing the abandon-
ment of the area in the seventh to ninth cen-
turies and exposing the upper parts of the
Late Roman walls beneath. The Byzantine
house walls, built of irregular stones set in
clay with a fair admixture of reused material,
were exposed to their full depth. A tile-and-
stone-lined well was partially excavated; the
lining had collapsed where it passes through
Dark Age levels, and final excavation will
wait for next season. A fair amount of glazed
and sgrafitto pottery from the lining suggests
either that the well is one of the later features
to survive on the site, dating to the twelfth
or thirteenth century A.D. or, more probably,
that a late attempt was made to reline the
upper part of the well.

A second feature uncovered this year was
a stone-lined cess-pit, placed in the road just
outside the house. It was well preserved, with
a cover slab in place, along with a drain lead-
ing into it from the adjacent house. It is the
first such installation for household waste to
have been uncovered or recognized in this
neighborhood. In the southern area a large
plaster-lined pit—perhaps the lower part of
a cistern—produced pottery of the twelfth
and thirteenth centuries along with large
chunks of roof tiles. At the extreme north end
of Section BZ, a serious and successful at-
tempt to clear up the area of a modern base-
ment was carried out. The churned-up fill
included fragments of terracotta wheels and
figurines of the sort found in large quanti-
ties in a shallow pit just a few meters to the
east—evidence of coroplasts at work here in
the Roman period (J 1: 1 - Hesperia 65, 1996,
pp. 239–241, and pl. 69).

Section BZ continued to produce assorted
fragments of herms, adding to the corpus of
such monuments recovered from the north-

west corner of the Agora, which was known
in antiquity as “the Herms” because of the
large number dedicated there. Herms were
used to mark the entrances of houses and
shrines all over Athens, and they are concen-
trated in our area because we are excavating
the principal entrance to the Agora, along the
Panathenaic Way, and therefore a suitable
location for the erection of public herms. To
date, parts of 17 herms have been found in
the area north of Hadrian Street. Somewhere
in this vicinity stood the Stoa of the Herms,
referred to in ancient sources from the fifth
to the second century B.C.; thus far it is ei-
ther unexcavated or unrecognized.

In Section BE, supervised by Dave Scahill,
we continued work in the Classical shop
building. In the southernmost room excava-
tions beneath the floor produced yet another
Hellenistic pyre deposit. These shallow pits,
full of small-scale vases, traces of burning,
and a few bones, represent a ritual not at-
tested to in the literature. They are found in
houses and shops, almost never in public
buildings or sanctuaries, so they seem to be
an expression of private cult activity. The
vases indicate that dining and drinking were
part of the ceremony, while the invariable
presence of a lamp perhaps suggests that the
rite was nocturnal. The BE shop building has
a higher concentration of these little depos-
its (seven) than anywhere else in the exca-
vations. This particular deposit contained
about 20 pots and a lamp dating to ca. 350–
275 B.C.

Further work was done in both of the
Mycenaean chamber tombs, partially exca-
vated in previous seasons and dated to the
fourteenth century B.C. In the southernmost
grave, enthusiastic pumping by the Metro
Company had lowered the water table suffi-
ciently to allow us to clear the last of the
bones scattered on the floor. The large num-
ber of additional bones may require a reas-
sessment of the full complement of individu-
als buried in the tomb, presently estimated
at two adult males, an adult female, and a
child. In the northern tomb we removed the
end of Roman wall C and finally exposed the
entranceway, or dromos, into the tomb. The
doorway, partially cut by the fifth-century
well excavated the past two seasons, was

blocked with stones. Set near the center of
the dromos, some 2.5 meters from the
blocked door, was the lower part of a large
grey-ware Lesbian amphora, dating to the
first half of the fifth century B.C. The top had
been shaved off in antiquity, at the same level
as the preserved top of the dromos. Within
the amphora was some charcoal and ash,
together with a single large iron nail.

The northeast corner of a third Myce-
naean chamber tomb was uncovered this
season, just south of the dromos described
above. It seems from its alignment to be
somewhat earlier, perhaps fifteenth century
B.C. The cutting was full of large stones, sev-
eral vases, and a pile of bones. Much more
work will have to be done on this tomb; like
the others, it is largely obscured by later walls
and installations.

Agora Excavations Celebrate Seventieth Anniversary
The summer of 2001 marked the 70th anniversary of the School’s excavation work at the Agora, and what better way to commemorate the milestone
than to excavate!  In June, following the pattern established in recent years, a team of about 45 students and supervisors conducted excavations in
the Athenian Agora, focusing on the northwest of the Agora and the area of the Eleusinion.  Primary funding for the project was provided by the
Packard Humanities Institute.

Excavations in the Classical shop building
uncovered a Hellenistic pyre deposit.

Photo: Craig Mauzy

continued on page 7
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planning and stylistic influences and con-
struction methods may have come. Through
fieldwork and library research in France and
Italy as well as in Greece, I have identified
new, close parallels for plan types and orna-
mental sculpture found in churches in
Korinthia, Messenia, and Ilia. I am also in-
terested in the questions of artistic and con-
struction workshops, and the cultural mean-
ing of architectural forms and how these
change over time or in new settings. Last
year, while working in the southern,
northwestern, and northeastern Pelopon-
nesos, regional groupings of distinct traits,
such as moldings, brickwork, or capitals,
became apparent in the extant churches of
thirteenth-century Greece. From these
groups, I can reconstruct ateliers that may
have flourished in localized settings and at
specific moments.

The use of the distinct crocket capital is
particularly interesting vis-à-vis the question
of hybridity. In its basic form the crocket, or
French crochet, capital incorporates two styl-
ized, stemmed buds or volutes that bound
each of the capital’s faces, and may also in-
clude other decorative devices. Such crocket
capitals have strong ties to French medieval
ornamental vocabulary, and those in Greece
have typically been thought of as Western
importations following the 1204 conquest
and symbols of Western ownership. They
stem, however, from a revival of ancient
forms that occurred in both the East and the
West. In the Peloponnesos, the crocket capi-

tal is found in several smaller churches, some
of which have typically Middle Byzantine
plans and all of which incorporate Byzantine
construction techniques. Such churches are
usually located in close proximity to larger,
more obviously Western-looking structures
or to earlier Byzantine buildings with addi-
tions including this same capital type. The
crocket capital is also found in churches in
the Arta area, which I consider to determine
the extent to which this architectural koine
traveled. The crocket capital and other as-
pects of the several remaining Frankish-
period buildings are signs of the creation of
a new local style that had multifaceted cul-
tural associations. Continued analysis this year
will allow me to further decipher the mean-
ings of these elements and finally present a
new approach to the medieval Morea.

���

The Fountains of Corinth

BETSEY A. ROBINSON

OSCAR BRONEER FELLOW, 2001–2002
SAMUEL H. KRESS FELLOW, 2000–2001

A year at the American School of Classical
Studies provided me with ideal conditions
for completing my dissertation, “Fountains
and the Culture of Water at Roman Corinth.”
Over the year, I commuted between Corinth
and Athens, wrapping up field studies at
Ancient Corinth, and writing and revising in
the Blegen Library. In the summer, I returned
home to Philadelphia, submitted the disser-
tation, and received my degree from the

University of Pennsylvania. I am grateful to
the Kress Foundation and the American
School for making such an enjoyable and
productive year possible.

My dissertation traces the history of
Corinthian fountains and water imagery
from the Roman refoundation of Corinth in
44 B.C. to the end of the fourth century A.D.,
considering the architecture of six fountains,
as well as a diverse corpus of fountain art.
Most of the subjects of my study were un-
covered by the 1930s, and while many have
been published in preliminary reports and
monographs like Bert Hodge Hill’s Corinth
I, vi: The Springs, my initial research sug-
gested that the time was right for an update.
For each of the monuments, I have built
upon published accounts by reevaluating
excavation records and preserved structures.
Further layers of interpretation draw from
the history of art and architecture and stud-
ies in topography and landscape. As
Pausanias noted, Roman Corinth was full of
fountains. My work sheds light on how the
these monuments were used, not only in the
sense of keeping the city “well watered,” but
in the establishment and maintenance of
Corinthian identity and civic pride.

My case studies begin with the Peirene,
the preeminent Corinthian spring, where I
have identified four major Roman phases
extending from the late first century B.C.
through the fourth century A.D. The first and
last of these phases are particularly intrigu-
ing. The early-Imperial architects made
Peirene look as “Roman” as so many of the
colony’s new structures, covering the subter-
ranean Greek spring-house with an arcaded
screen-wall that would have looked right at
home in the Forum Romanum. But Peirene
was not just another civic building. It was a
venerable ancient source, a numinous locale
charged with meaning. The designers were
perhaps responding to these factors in build-
ing a façade that incompletely masked the
scruffy bedrock ceiling and allowed a view
deep into the cavernous reservoirs beyond.
Here was a world “through the looking-
glass,” the lair of a nymph, beside which
Bellerophon first tamed Pegasos.

The development of Peirene culminated
in the creation of a luxurious water-court
with three apses—basically the monument
that visitors see today. This triconch court
was long credited to the second-century
magnate Herodes Atticus, and although sev-
eral authors have argued against Herodes’
responsibility, the assumption has persisted
that such a grand monument should date to
the “Greek renaissance” of the second cen-The remains of the thirteenth-century A.D. Cistercian monastery at Zaraka,

Stymphalia, Peloponnesos (the medieval Morea).

Student Reports
continued from page 4

Photo: Heather Grossman

continued on page 11
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Acropolis Slopes

In Section E�, supervised by Laura Gaw-
linski, we continued to dig in the area just
south of and uphill from the Eleusinion,
along the east face of the Late Roman fortifi-
cation wall. A handful of Late Roman sherds
found in the fill presumably reflects its con-
struction in the years around 280 A.D. For

the most part we encountered a thick layer
filled with fragmentary pottery, mostly of the
late third and early second centuries B.C.;
included were numerous black-glazed kan-
tharoi, mould-made bowls, beehives, and
examples of West Slope ware. Also recovered
were numerous fragments of worked bone,
several dozen loomweights, many stamped
amphora handles (most from the island of
Rhodes and others from Knidos), the partial
remains of two or three horses (skulls, ver-
tebrae, and leg bones, partially articulated),
and fragments of terracotta figurines. There
is no obvious historical or archaeological event
to account for this deposit, nor any certainty
that it is in primary deposition here. Some-
what puzzling is the fact that this material
lies directly over bedrock, leaving no sign of
earlier activity in the area. In the final hours
we uncovered the shaft of an unlined well
cut through bedrock; the upper fill was Hel-
lenistic. A few irregularly placed post-holes were
encountered in the bedrock; when excavated
lower down the hill they have usually been
interpreted as sockets for anchoring wooden
bleachers (ikria), set up for spectators watch-
ing parades or chariot races along the
Panathenaic Way (Athenaios 4. 167f). e

Agora Excavation
continued from page 5

A horse skull was among the remains
uncovered during excavations in the area
of the Eleusinion.

Photo: Craig Mauzy

Summer Session I was, in my estimation, an
unqualified success. The students seemed to
find the experience both educational and
enjoyable, and it was certainly a welcome
experience for me to revisit and reconnect
with Greece, its archaeological sites, and the
School itself after too many years away.

Our group consisted of 13 graduate stu-
dents and 7 undergraduates. Despite (or
perhaps because of) the strong academic fo-
cus of this group, they were, to say the least,
a fun-loving lot. The group dynamic was
excellent; all seemed to socialize with one
another quite freely, and they all appeared
genuinely fond of one another. A second
great stroke of luck for me (and all of us) was
that there were no injuries or illnesses be-
yond the normal and predictable (one
sprained ankle, a throat infection, some fa-
tigue). All in all, things went remarkably
smoothly.

The program of sessions and trips was
pretty much as outlined in the School’s sug-
gested schedule; this was my first experience
leading a group, and I inclined to follow the
tried and true. For the most part, the pace
was brisk but doable. Easier and harder days
were well balanced, and in retrospect it is
clear to me that some of the more hectic days
are logistically inevitable.

The strength of the program is clearly in
the participation of visiting lecturers. It was
a continual source of amazement to me that
these distinguished scholars would not only
donate their time for the Summer Sessions
but would display such a high level of prepa-
ration and a willingness to spend massive
amounts of time with the students. Every
lecturer without exception did a wonderful
job. Spending the morning with Manolis
Korres (Athens Polytechneion), with his in-
credible depth of experience in the restora-
tion of the Parthenon, was an experience I
would not have traded for anything, al-
though it is unfortunate that we never got
to the Parthenon, owing to a guard strike and
a very odd sequence of events.

The most negative development of the
summer was, of course, the guard strike
during the last five days of the session that
caused us to miss Olynthos, the sites and
museums of Aigina, and our last sessions at
the Agora, the Acropolis, and the National
Museum. Some things are simply beyond
control. Other than that, we were able to see
virtually everything we were planning to see,
and one or two things that we did not ex-
pect to see, like the domestic quarters at
Knossos.

—Mark D. Fullerton
Director, Summer Session I

���

The group on hand for Summer Session II
included two university professors, four
teachers, four undergraduates, and ten
graduate students. This remarkable group of
men and women got along famously. They
actually asked me to arrange more meals so
they could spend more time together as a
group. We enjoyed cool weather the first
couple of weeks, so that when the real chal-
lenges of heat and weariness set in we had
reached a way of living and working together
that depended on our interest in Greece, re-
spect for each other, and general good feel-
ing, collegiality, and friendship.

Of great importance to the session’s suc-
cess was our good fortune in securing the
services of an outstanding driver, not once
but twice (southern and northern tours). Not
only would he take his new bus on difficult
roads for us, but he also helped organize our
group meals and excursions to the best
sunset-watching spots. The fact that he
seemed to know every taverna owner, hotel
manager, and bus driver in Greece became
an invaluable asset.

The staff and guest speakers were, as
usual, most helpful. School Secretary Bob
Bridges not only worked hard to make the
program run nearly flawlessly, he also intro-
duced the students to Brauron and Thorikos

Summer Session Directors Praise
Speakers, Students
Despite its basic framework—six weeks, 20 students, 100-plus sites, dozens of lectures, and count-
less student reports and site talks—each Summer Session, by virtue of its unique set of personali-
ties and circumstances, takes on a character all its own. In 2001, both first-time Director Mark
Fullerton (Ohio State University) and repeat Director Clayton Lehmann (University of South
Dakota) found their program to be a source of unexpected challenges as well as serendipitous
surprises, as they reveal in excerpts from their reports to the Director of the School, James D.
Muhly, and the Managing Committee.

continued on page 10
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Blegen Library News

CAMILLA MACKAY

BLEGEN LIBRARIAN

Following Nancy Winter as Librarian of the
Blegen Library has been a tall order. Unfor-
tunately I was not able to overlap with Nancy,
but librarians Mimi Photiades, Liz Gignoli,
and Phyllis Graham, secretary Eleni Maran-
tou, library assistant Maria Tourna, and re-
ceptionists Elena Kourakou and Stavros
Oikonomidis have made my first few months
as Librarian as smooth as possible, not to
mention all the rest of the American School
staff. It is a privilege to be a part of such a
fine group. Stefanie Kennell did a wonderful
job of coordinating acquisitions and keeping
accounts in order for the six months between
Nancy Winter’s departure and my arrival, and
trained me in the details of the system, stay-
ing around for another couple of weeks to
organize our exchange files.

Repairs necessary following the Septem-
ber 1999 earthquake are in the immediate
future. We hope to take advantage of the
presence of the contractors and expand shelf
space in the Library by finishing the base-
ment of the New Extension and making it
ready for compact shelving. Space is already
tight: only 22 percent of the existing shelf
space in the Library is now free, and at the
rate the Blegen now acquires books and jour-
nals, this space will only last for another few
years. Disruptions to readers should be kept
to a minimum, since I am sure that Mimi’s
and Liz’s experience of past construction and
changes in the Blegen will ensure that every-
thing runs smoothly.

���

ARGOS Project

In the near future one of our biggest chal-
lenges will be to establish a new library man-
agement system. Computers now play almost
a secondary role in the processes of the
Blegen Library, apart from the orders database
maintained by Phyllis. Although we will not
abandon the card catalogue, it is essential that
we establish a working, user-friendly online
catalogue for our members and readers. We
will also benefit by seeing our processes
streamlined, including acquisitions, cata-
loguing, and serials processing. While we will
remain a member of the ARGOS project and
will continue to contribute our holdings to
the ARGOS union catalogue, we are increas-
ingly finding that the ABEKT software pro-
vided by the National Documentation Cen-

ter is insufficient for our needs and the needs
of our readers. We have sent out letters to
the companies that have developed commer-
cial library software that supports both Ro-
man and Greek characters (the choice is lim-
ited, for better or worse; there are very few
such companies). Anna Nadali, representing
the Gennadeion, and Information Technol-
ogy Manager Tarek Elemam will be part of
the search.

���

Print and Electronic Acquisitions

I am expanding the scope of the Blegen col-
lection in two areas: online databases and
medieval and post-medieval archaeology. We
will move from CD-ROM access to more
reliable, and more widely available, Internet
access for our present databases where pos-
sible, and we are beginning to purchase

online bibliographic databases. OCLC’s
WorldCat is a recent acquisition. A computer
with Internet access will be added to the Li-
brary so that visitors can take advantage of
these new databases. In order to support the
archaeological work of the American School,
publications relating to the medieval and
post-medieval archaeology of Greece will
now form a part of the Blegen’s collections.
On the recommendation of Corinth Excava-
tions Director Guy D.R. Sanders, we have
just purchased almost the entire back run of
the Italian journal Archeologia Medievale.

The Blegen Library website is being up-
dated frequently, and contains information
about new features and new acquisitions
(www.ascsa.edu.gr/blegen/). I welcome com-
ments and suggestions for the Blegen. It is a
challenge, but also a great opportunity, to
work in such an important library. e

During my stay at the School I was able to
concentrate a great deal of effort on my
project, “The Tholos Tombs of Ancient
Thrace.” My Mellon Research Fellowship
provided me with the opportunity to con-
duct research in great libraries, visit
archaeological museums and sites, meet
helpful and interesting colleagues, give a lec-
ture on my research topic, and attend sev-
eral conferences.

I was able to conduct the main part of my
library research in the School’s Blegen Li-
brary, one of the world’s richest libraries on
classical studies and archaeology. The re-
sources of the School’s Computer Lab en-
abled me to scan a number of pictures related
to my study. I was also able to consult the
libraries of the British School and the French
School for some additional material.

The opportunity to travel to a number of
archaeological museums and sites through-
out Greece also proved extremely valuable
to my research, as I was able to examine first-
hand many finds and monuments and take
a lot of pictures. I visited the many incom-
parable museums of Athens and archaeologi-
cal museums at Nemea, Epidauros, Rhodes,
Kos, Samos, Samothrace, Thessaloniki,
Amphipolis, and Chios, as well as the sites

and monuments of those cities.
The fellowship also made it possible for

me to meet and consult many colleagues,
several of whom were particularly interested
in my research topic. Conversations with
colleagues I encountered both on my trav-
els and at the School (where I presented my
topic in an open seminar) yielded valuable
information and diverse opinions that will
prove very helpful as I pursue further study
on this topic.

In addition to pursuing my research, I at-
tended an international conference in
Rhodes on “Religion and Rationalism in
Ancient Greece,” organized by the Univer-
sity of the Aegean and CIERGA, where I pre-
sented “Mountain Goddesses in Ancient
Thrace: the Broader Context.” While in Ath-
ens, I was able to attend the annual meetings
of the Canadian, Australian, and Netherlands
archaeological institutes.

As a Mellon Visiting Scholar, I can say
from experience that the Mellon Research Fel-
lowships are of great value for East-Central
European scholars, not only because they
support their study during a difficult period
of transition, but also because these fellow-
ships open the boundaries between East and
West and between different cultures. e

Mellon Visiting Scholar Makes Most
of Research Fellowship
Last spring Nikola Theodossiev, of Sofia University, spent three busy months at the School as a
recipient of a Research Fellowship under the Mellon East-Central European Visiting Scholars
Program, as he recounts here.
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Reports from the
Wiener Laboratory
Analyzing the Franchthi
Cave Population

ANASTASIA PAPATHANASIOU

EPHOREIA OF PALAEOANTHROPOLOGY AND SPELEOLOGY,
MINISTRY OF CULTURE

The site of Franchthi Cave is located on the
coast of the southern tip of the Argolid pen-
insula in the eastern Peloponnese. Investi-
gated from 1967 to 1979 by an exemplary
prehistoric excavation, it consists of a large
cave 150 meters long and an open settle-
ment in the surrounding area. The well-
documented stratigraphic sequence has re-
vealed evidence of human occupation, start-
ing from 25,000 to 5,000 years before present
(B.P.), extending to a broad cultural period
from the Upper Paleolithic until the Final
Neolithic Age, periods for which archaeo-
logical material is scarce and little known.
Apart from the habitation debris, the site has
yielded mortuary evidence and fairly well
preserved human osteological material, re-
mains of the inhabitants of the cave, dating
from 10,000 to 5,000 B.P. In the past, J.L.
Angel and D. Cook had studied this popula-
tion, and I took over this summer after I was
contacted by the Managing Committee of the
Franchthi excavation. The entire population
was transferred to the Wiener Lab, where I
spent last summer meeting with each one of
the Franchthi individuals, or parts of them,
and learning about their life stories. In total,
the population consists of 29 Neolithic and
9 Mesolithic formal burials, as well as ap-
proximately 300 fragments of scattered hu-
man bone, representing at least another 12
individuals. This material represents a broad
period of time covering all cultural periods—
from Paleolithic hunting and gathering, to
Mesolithic foraging and partial cultivating,
to Neolithic food production and sedentism
— and thus it is ideal for the investigation
of the transition and the impact of the
Neolithic lifeways on human health.

The Neolithic Age is one of the most ac-
tive periods of human history in terms of the
sociopolitical dynamics of cultural develop-
ment. During the Neolithic, economies
changed to include domesticated plants and
animals, which frequently led to a variety of
technological developments as well as in-
creased sedentism. These changes had a great
impact on human life, particularly health,
social organization, and economy. Domesti-
cation and sedentism also resulted in

changes in dietary habits. While Pre-
Neolithic people utilized a variety of wild
species throughout the year, the strategy of
many Neolithic societies was to reduce the
diversity of their diets. Neolithic diets tended
to be starchy and deficient in protein, essen-
tial amino acids, and iron. Reliance on eas-
ily stored and processed carbohydrates with
poor or marginal nutritional value brought
long-term malnutrition and related patholo-
gies such as growth arrest lines, anemic con-
ditions, infectious diseases, growth retarda-
tion, and dental caries. However, while skel-
etal lesions and skeletal markers of stress are
usually reported in higher frequencies in
agricultural populations, there are some ag-
ricultural populations that exhibit good nu-
trition and more successful adaptations.

With this scope, the focus of this study is
the reconstruction of the paleodemographic
and paleopathological profile of the Franch-
thi population, in order to reconstruct the
biological framework of the population, its
characteristics, the stresses to which it was
subjected, and the interaction between cul-
ture, health, and adaptation. A standard
analysis has been undertaken in order to
describe the basic demographic parameters
of the population. The results have shown
that the Mesolithic population consisted of
7 adults (3 male and 4 female) and 3 sub-
adults. The Neolithic population, on the
other hand, consisted of 20 adults and 20
sub-adults. From the adults for whom sex
was possible to determine, 3 were male or

possible male and 7 were female or possible
female. From these data, a demographic pro-
file will be constructed detailing mortality
and morbidity rates, life expectancy, mean
adult age, and stature. The osteological re-
mains have also been examined and evidence
of pathology on bones and teeth has been
recorded. Special attention was given to ane-
mic conditions, osteoarthritis, activity mark-
ers, growth arrest episodes, dental disease,
localized infections, and trauma. Finally,
morphological genetically controlled charac-
teristics were recorded because they function
as possible markers of population variation,
genetic affinities, and inbreeding.

In addition, a paleodietary reconstruction
has been performed on the Franchthi popu-
lation, using carbon and nitrogen stable iso-
tope analysis of human bone collagen and
carbonate apatite. Eighteen individuals have
been examined and the results yield evidence
for a terrestrial, predominantly C3 diet fo-
cused on plant resources such as wheat, bar-
ley, and olives, and almost certainly some
animals. At this point it is not possible to
determine how much terrestrial animal pro-
tein they incorporated into their diet, but the
data suggest that the amount was negligible.
On the other hand, the very negative nitro-
gen values indicate that very little or no
marine food was incorporated in the diet
despite proximity to marine resources. The
analysis suggests that the cave and the sur-
rounding area were occupied by an agricul-
tural group (or groups) with a land-based
economy and subsistence, which gives their
diet a largely terrestrial component. Thus, it
is likely that the subsistence strategy of the
Franchthi population was primarily terres-
trial, with only occasional or periodic ex-
ploitation of animal and marine protein
resources.

The completion of the study of the
Franchthi population will add temporal and
geographical breadth to current bioarchaeo-
logical questions and contribute another
facet of the overall impact of Neolithic
changes on human life, health, and biology.
The analysis of the demographic and paleo-
pathological data will shed light on past
human biology, health, and lifeways, while
the comparison and correlation of the data
sets from the different time and cultural pe-
riods reflected in the Franchthi Cave record
will produce a picture of the biological
changes that took place through time and
help evaluate the degree to which the afore-
mentioned population was adapting to the
Neolithic transformations.

The first known burial in Greece comes
from Franchthi Cave: a Lower Mesolithic
(9,500–9,000 B.P.) male, 25–30 years of
age, showing cranial trauma.

Photo: Anastasia Papathanasiou

continued on page 11
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In my Whitehead application I noted that the
facet of the American School that I most re-
gretted not having had the opportunity to
participate in was its teaching program. In-
deed, working with the extraordinary group
of students assembled at the School in 2000–
2001 was a most rewarding experience.

I participated in the Argolid trip during
the Fall term and in several of the Athenian
and Attic topography sessions in the winter.
But the real high point of the year for me was
the seminar that I offered on post-Minoan
Crete and the School’s trip to Crete that took
place midway through the term. Eight Regu-
lar Members and two Associate Members
formed the core of the seminar, with several
other students and professors sometimes
joining us. The students, who represented
different fields within the discipline—pre-
historic and classical archaeology, ancient
history, classical philology—proved to be a
very lively, engaged, and engaging group.

We explored a wide range of topics, such
as socioeconomic models of Dark Age soci-
ety on Crete, Crete in epic poetry, the cult of
Aphrodite and Hermes at Kato Syme, the
Cretan koinon, and the oath in Cretan laws.
And the trip to Crete—what a wonderful
addition to the seminar! I helped Assistant
Professor Brendan Burke plan, organize, and
lead the trip. We included a good number of
post-Minoan sites, which dovetailed nicely
with the course content. There is simply
nothing better than experiencing the land-

scape and the topography firsthand!
Both seminar and School trip were ex-

tremely useful in my on-going research for my
book on the social and political organization
of the Cretan city-states. Prior to my year as
Whitehead Professor, my focus was on the
individual city-states as more or less discrete
entities. Teaching the Whitehead seminar
helped me to begin the process of putting the
discrete units together to form larger patterns.

During the year, I also completed three
papers: “Gortyn. The First Seven Hundred
Years Part II. The Laws from the Temple of
Apollo Pythios,” to appear in volume 6 of the
Papers of the Copenhagen Polis Center; “The
Cretan Colonists of Sicily: Prosopography,
Onomastics and Myths of Colonization,” to
appear in the posthumous festschrift for
Ronald F. Willetts; and “Writing on the Walls.
The Architectural Context of Archaic Cretan
Laws,” submitted for the proceedings of the
“Crete 2000” conference. e

 — Paula Perlman
University of Texas at Austin

���

Teaching graduate students — a first for me
— proved to be every bit the stimulating ex-
perience I’d hoped for. I found this group
well prepared, hard-working, and genuinely
interested in their studies. Nine Regular
Members and two Associate Members took
my course on Greek warfare. We investigated

how Greek warfare changed between Homer
and Thucydides, examining equipment, for-
tifications, campaigns, sieges, and battles. A
highlight of the course was the day we vis-
ited the reconstructed trireme Olympias, for
Carolyn Koehler (University of Maryland)
came along and gave us an excellent report
on the reconstructed fourth-century trading
vessel now rotting a few meters away.

Each student gave at least three oral re-
ports, and the class produced final papers on
an eclectic mix of topics, ranging from the
role of beans in Greek agriculture and war-
fare to fortifications in fifth-century Sicily
and their influence on the Greek mainland.

In addition to teaching, I went on the first
Fall trip and the first half of the fourth. In

2000–2001 Whitehead Professors Report on Busy Year
In addition to leading seminars in their areas of expertise, last year’s Whitehead Visiting Professors advanced their own research and took advantage
of many opportunities to interact with the School community, as shown by these excerpts from their reports to the Director of the School, James D.
Muhly, and the Managing Committee.

Squeezes of inscriptions helped Whitehead Professor Paula Perlman’s research.

Photo: Marie Mauzy

and led them on a much-appreciated walk-
ing tour of Athens. Summer Session speak-
ers are a tremendous source of expertise; the
students found them nearly always stimulat-
ing and interesting, sometimes inspiring. The
importance of the speakers to this program
cannot be overstressed.

I followed in general the accumulated
wisdom of decades of Summer Sessions em-
bodied in the recommended itinerary. I did
follow the lead of last year’s Summer Session
II Director, Tim Winters (Austin Peay State
University), and scheduled an overnight in
Matala, thereby easing the scheduling of sites
in the Mesara (and giving the students a
treat). In addition, following a suggestion I
made in my report after directing the Sum-
mer Session in 1992 (and fulfilling a prom-
ise I made to myself), I included Meteora in
the itinerary. The students considered this
site one of their favorites, and I have no re-
grets about taking the time to do it.

I am grateful that the School has once
again honored me with this wonderful op-
portunity to show to a group of students and
scholars a land that I love. I was pleased to
see how these people, who rapidly became
my friends, likewise came to love Greece,
if only in some small way through my
efforts. e

 —Clayton M. Lehmann
Director, Summer Session II

continued on page 15

Summer Sessions
continued from page 7
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tury A.D. My research, however, has indicated
that this incarnation of Peirene came about
considerably later, probably within the later
fourth century A.D. This finding transforms
our image of a period of Corinthian history
that has long been a poorly understood “dark
age” but increasingly shows signs of cultural
continuity and relative prosperity.

Monuments like Peirene and the Foun-
tain of Glauke, where stories of Corinth’s
mythic past were told and retold, were
complemented by numerous other water-
displays, ranging from modest basins and
water-spouting statues to an impressive
Fountain of Neptune, the delicate South Stoa
Fountain, and a grand Nymphaeum beside
the North Market. Indeed, highlights of my
year in Greece included the opportunity to
work with Corinth’s conservators, Stella
Bouzakis and Koula Assiatides, on the clean-
ing and consolidation of the South Stoa

Student Reports
continued from page 6

Fountain, and a “new view” of the North
Market Nymphaeum, afforded by the clear-
ing of the early twentieth-century warehouse
that incorporates the ancient remains.

As the Broneer Fellow at the American
Academy in Rome this year, I have the op-
portunity to look back on Corinth from the
old imperial capital. Throughout the Roman
period, even as Corinth was gradually “hel-
lenized,” several monuments reflect remark-
able Italian, or Western, influences. For ex-
ample, a water-spouting Skylla group, at-
tested on Corinthian coins of the second and
third centuries, finds its closest parallels in
the water-grottoes of imperial villas near
Rome. As for Peirene, not only the Early
Roman façade but a gorgeous series of
second-century marine-fish paintings and
the very design of the Late Roman triconch
court reflect a long-term debt to the Roman
West. A better understanding of such Corin-
thian monuments is to be found in the an-
cient homes, gardens, baths, and fountains
of mainland Italy and Sicily. e

The fountain of Peirene.
Photo: Betsey Robinson

Making Royal Purple from
Murex Species

DEBORAH RUSCILLO

UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG

In the months of July and August 2001, ac-
companied by assistant Liz Watson, I ven-
tured to Kommos, Crete in search of Murex
marine gastropods. The purpose of this jour-
ney was to collect and extract dye from
Murex species, a project for which I was
awarded an INSTAP post-doctoral fellowship
for 2001. Murex were collected in baited pots
and baskets in sub-littoral waters, as well as
by hand collection at depths of three meters.
Dye was drawn out by breaking the shells
and extracting the hypobranchial gland,
which produces the precious fluid. The liq-
uid is best described as a mucus that appears
diaphanous when first extracted but, when
oxidized, turns a wonderful ultraviolet color.
If swatches are dipped in the concoction of
mucus straight away, the legendary Biblical
Blue is produced. This blue (tekhelet) is wo-
ven into prayer cloths by rabbis of the Jew-
ish religion. If the glands and mucus are
steeped for a few days, the dipped swatches
become the age-old Royal Purple. Royal
Purple was worn by kings and rulers from
as early as the Early Bronze Age in the east-
ern Mediterranean region, the Levant, and
Mesopotamia, and was highly favored on
garments by the emperors of Rome.

Combining the glands and mucus with
different ingredients such as salt, water,
urine, and/or vinegar affects the hues pro-
duced, as does the amount of time the glands
are steeped and the period of swatch immer-
sion. Hues ranging from blush pink to black-
ish purple and light blue to navy can be pro-
duced according to each recipe. All recipes
are incredibly odiferous, and the task of col-
lecting and extracting is difficult enough! We
found that each Murex can produce about
one gram of dye, contrary to recent specula-
tion that thousands are needed for a gram.
With 300 specimens, one can dye a deep vio-
let silk blouse; with 1000 specimens, one can
produce a lavender-color cotton dress; with
10,000 specimens, one can dye a purple
woolen cloak, or enough wool yarn to weave
one.

In addition to my dye research, I also re-
ceived an associateship with the Wiener Lab
this past summer to study the archaeologi-
cal animal bone remains from the Hellenis-
tic site of Stymphalos. The name of the site

is famous from one of the labors of Herakles
– to eradicate the Stymphalian birds. Over
30,000 bones have been shipped to Athens
for the analysis of the faunal remains from
the town and acropolis of Stymphalos. A
temple believed to have been sacred to
Athena has been recovered there, but the
search continues for some archaeological

connection to Herakles. Perhaps the bones
may produce the remains of some
Stymphalian bird, but so far predominantly
domesticates (cattle, goat, sheep, and dog)
have been recovered. Hunted species like
wild boar, hare, and red deer, and occasion-
ally bird and fish remains, have been recov-
ered as well.

continued on page 14

Wiener Lab Reports
continued from page 9
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 Judy (Grand) Rubenstein
(ASCSA SS 1951), a retired
Latin teacher from St. Louis,
Missouri, attended a Harvard
cruise, “Islands of the Gods,”
with her husband in Sep-
tember 2001 and rekindled
old memories with a visit to
the School while in Athens.
Two recent School alumni/ae,
Natalie Taback and John
Hansen (both ASCSA
Associate Members in Fall
2000), were among the
lecturers on the cruise.

All photos by Marie Mauzy unless otherwise specified.

Deborah Ruscillo (University of Winni-
peg) presented “To Dye For: Making Royal
Purple and Biblical Blue from Murex sp.” at
the Tenth Annual Wiener Laboratory
Lecture, October 2001.

Mellon Professor Merle Langdon, speaker at the Open Meeting of
the School in March 2001, chats with Hans Goette (Deutsches
archäologisches Institut, Athens), who was among the attendees.

Blegen Librarian Emeritus Mary Zelia Philippidis, Head Librarian
(on leave) Nancy Winter and new Head Librarian Camilla
MacKay personified Blegen history as they attended a lecture in
honor of Mrs. Philippidis in October 2001.

Jane Buikstra (University of New Mexico)
spoke on “The Kings of Copan: A Bio-
archaeological Perspective” at the Wiener
Laboratory Open House, September 28,
2001. A reception in her honor followed.

Acropolis at Orchomenos
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NEH Fellow Sulochana Asirvatham and Associate Member
Alexandra Lesk ring in the new school year at a welcome garden
party in September.

School Members and staff explored the acropolis at Orchomenos during the Fall trip to
central Greece, led by Mellon Professor Merle Langdon.

Photo: John Coleman

Photo: Craig Mauzy Photo: Craig Mauzy

Trustees Lloyd Cotsen (Chair of the Gennadius Library Trustees) and
Elizabeth Gebhard and President of the ASCSA Trustees James R.
McCredie were at the School for the Trustees’ Meetings in June 2001.

Thomas Brogan, Director of the INSTAP East
Crete Study Center, was a speaker at the Sep-
tember memorial for former ASCSA Director
William D.E. Coulson in the School’s garden.

During the June Trustees’ Meetings, Gennadius Library Trustees
Apostolos Doxiades, Edmund “Mike” Keeley, and Ted
Athanassiades enjoyed a party in the School’s garden.

SS II Director Clayton Lehmann (University of South Dakota) and
David Romano (University of Pennsylvania; Director of the Corinth
Computer Project) say farewell to summer at the August garden party.
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Something Fishy in
Aristotle

JASON TIPTON

TULANE UNIVERSITY

My summer was spent doing what many
people love doing during the summer: fish-
ing. Actually, I spent the entire 2000–2001
year — as a Fulbright fellow and Wiener
Laboratory research associate—fishing. But
I wasn’t fishing in just any secret spot, nor
was I searching for just any fish. I was stalk-
ing a non-food fish, a goby, in Aristotle’s old
stomping grounds, Lesvos.

Most scholars agree that Aristotle spent
several years on the northeast Aegean island
with Theophrastus after Plato’s death. It ap-
pears as if Aristotle spent a good deal of time
in Lesvos studying the great diversity of
plants and animals to be found there. One
of the organisms that seems to have occu-
pied Aristotle was a small, rather insignifi-
cant fish—the kobios, or goby. Aristotle dis-
cusses the habitat, diet, spawning, and even
the secondary sexual characteristics of this
fish, which I have determined to be the gi-
ant goby (Gobius cobitis).

By reexamining Aristotle’s descriptions of
the fish, I hope to introduce a new genera-
tion of biologists to the richness and detail
of his biological observations. But more im-
portantly, I am always interested in explor-
ing how Aristotle’s biological works—e.g., his
History of Animals, Parts of Animals, and Pro-
gression of Animals—might illuminate and
complement the more canonical treatises.

I believe one way to explore the relation-
ship between the biology and the philoso-
phy is through Aristotle’s notion of ergon,
which is usually translated as “function” or
“work.” In an effort to show how the ergon
of the goby is its work, its life history, I col-
lected data every month on the fish’s habi-
tat, diet, spawning, and the other character-
istics Aristotle identifies. I am also interested
in the way that Aristotle uses the notion of
ergon in trying to give a causal account, in
trying to explain the presence and mainte-
nance of the parts and behaviors of animals.
If we are to understand Aristotle, we must
attempt to understand what he was doing
when he was looking at the fish, inverte-
brates, and other organisms of Lesvos. This
effort will not be in vain because, whether
one is a student of philosophy or of biology,
it is clear to me that there is much in Aristotle
that is of interest to contemporary study.

Molecular Sex
Determination of Skeletal
Remains from Greek
Burial Sites

GEORGE D. ZOUGANELIS

UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS, MEDICAL SCHOOL,
LABORATORY OF FORENSIC MEDICINE AND TOXICOLOGY

Until recently, sex determination of skeletal
remains in archaeological and forensic con-
texts was based on morphometric analysis.
Although it is a routine procedure, problems
are often encountered when bones are physi-
cally damaged or missing, or belong to im-
mature individuals. Since skeletal remains in
such condition are often found in Greek ar-
chaeological sites, alternative methods for
sex determination should be explored.

Today, with the advancement of molecu-
lar biology, it is possible to isolate DNA from
skeletal remains and apply certain assays to
determine sex. A DNA amplification method
known as polymerase chain reaction (PCR)
can be applied to target DNA sequences spe-
cific for X and/or Y chromosomes. Although
it might sound simple, this is not a very easy
job to do. PCR is extremely sensitive and is
therefore prone to contamination by non-
relevant human DNA material both in the
field and in the laboratory. Other problems
are the highly degraded state of DNA and the
presence of inhibitors of unknown origin
that interfere with PCR. Nevertheless, two
scientific groups recently have successfully
amplified sex-linked DNA from Greek skel-
etal material: one amplified DNA from sev-
eral skeletal remains ranging from 2,500 to
14,000 B.P.; the other successfully typed 40%
of the skeletal remains in Grave Circle B from
Mycenae.

At the Wiener Lab, in conjunction with
the Laboratory of Forensic Medicine and
Toxicology (University of Athens), we are
currently employing two types of DNA meth-
ods and two types of PCR assays in order to
determine sex of skeletal remains from a mod-
ern cemetery (Athens), a Classical Period site
(Almyros-Corfu), and a Mycenaean Period
(Agia Triada) burial site. The molecular data
will be cross-referenced with morphological
data. In this way we will assess the preserva-
tion of DNA in the above excavation sites,
devise an optimum protocol for molecular
sex determination from Ancient Greek skel-
etal material, and provide sex information
where morphological criteria fail. e

Wiener Lab Reports
continued from page 112001–2002 Lecture Series

Examines Greek Frontiers
The School’s 2001–2002 Lecture Series
opened on October 2 with Deborah
Ruscillo (University of Winnipeg) pre-
senting “To Dye For: Making Royal Purple
and Biblical Blue from Murex sp.” at the
Tenth Annual Wiener Laboratory Lecture,
followed on October 19 by Mary B. Moore
(Hunter College), whose lecture “The
Passas Painter: A Protoattic ‘Realist’?” was
given in honor of former Blegen Librar-
ian Mary Zelia Philippidis. In November,
Angeliki Andriomenou, Emeritus Ephor of
Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities of
Thebes, spoke on “The Archaic Tombs of
Akraiphia and the Attic Grave Stele of
Mnasitheios,” and in December Ingrid
Rowland (American Academy in Rome)
gave the Pirie Lecture, speaking on
“Raphael and Greek Antiquity.”

Lectures scheduled through the win-
ter and spring include: January 22, Wolf
D. Niemeier (Deutsches archäologisches
Institut, Athens), “Hittites and Western
Anatolia prior to the Ionian Migration;”
January 29, Askold Ivantchik (Institute of
World History, Moscow), “Cimmerians
and Scythians: Herodotus and Archaeol-
ogy;” February 5, Mary M. Voigt (College
of William and Mary), “Gordion and the
Phrygians;” February 12, George Despinis
(University of Thessaloniki), “NeÒtera
gia th zvfÒro tou BÆmatow tou Fa¤drou
sto DionusiakÒ Y°atro;” February 26,
Javier Teixidor (Collège de France),
“Canaanites and Phoenicians: Homer,
Archaeology and Epigraphy;” March 5,
Trustees Lecture, Crawford H. Greene-
walt, Jr. (University of California at Ber-
keley), “Sardis and the Lydians;” March
19, Twenty-First Annual Walton Lecture,
Philippos Iliou, “Bibl¤a me sundromht°w;”
March 29, Open Meeting on the work of
the School, Stephen V. Tracy (ASCSA
Managing Committee Chairman and Di-
rector-Elect), “Studying Athenian Letter-
Cutters.”

A special feature of this year’s series is
that a number of the lectures deal with the
broad subject “Exploring the Frontiers of
the Greek World.” The purpose of this fo-
cus is to examine the new archaeological
and textual evidence for relationships be-
tween Greece and her eastern neighbors.
Ultimately, the School hopes to include
lectures dealing with the Egyptians, the
Medes, the Persians, and the Kingdom of
Urartu as well. e
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I was fortunate to spend last academic year
at the School under a Senior Research Fel-
lowship from the National Endowment for
the Humanities (NEH). During my tenure
there, my research and writing focused on
the role of Dionysiac cults within the social
integration of Athenian males. Thanks to the
generosity of the NEH, the School, and Buck-
nell University, I was able dedicate the en-
tire year to my research and writing and re-
turned to the States with a nearly complete
book manuscript. I presented part of my
work to the School in a spring tea talk entitled
“Boys to Men: The Role of Dithyrambic Cho-
ruses in Male Maturation in Ancient Athens.”

Often it has been assumed that the reli-
gious lives of girls in ancient Athens was
richer than that of boys and that religion had
a greater role in the social integration of the
former. This assertion appears to be based on
the fact that women and girls were generally
circumscribed from official participation in
other sorts of public, socializing activities
such as gymnasia and formal schooling. But
while the more secular aspects of female
public lives may have been poorer than their
male counterparts, it does not follow that
women’s cultic lives were necessarily richer
than those of males. Ritual activities of the
polis and its sub-civic social units provided
the major forum by which Athens could
shape her future citizens. Rites of passage
often shifted major milestones of early life
out from the private, familial sphere and in-
troduced the future citizen to various pub-
lic institutions of the democracy. Thus they
helped cement a sense of identity with
groups such as the phratry, deme, and phyle
rather than regional or clan factions. At the
same time, it is important not to underesti-
mate the significance of pre-adolescent
maturation rituals. While adolescent rites of
passage, marking out the transition to adult-
hood, emphasize discontinuity in status and
identity of the initiand, they are but part of a
longer process of maturation rituals that of-
ten emphasize continuity of gendered roles
and identities. Rituals socialized boys
through song, dance, competitions, and
other acts that model adult gender roles.

After an introductory chapter on what
maturation has to do with Dionysos, my work

NEH Fellow Examines
Ritual’s Influence in
Male Maturation
Greta Ham (Bucknell University), one of the
School’s 2000–2001 NEH Fellows, reports here
on the outcome of the year’s research.

is divided into three main chapters on early
childhood, middle childhood, and adoles-
cence, with a brief conclusion on the conti-
nuity into adulthood. The festivals examined
include the Anthesteria, the Apatouria, the
Oschophoria, and the City and Country
Dionysia.  More “secular” sources (histori-
cal, philosophical, and biological testimonia)
on the lives of Athenian children serve as
comparanda to the festivals in each chapter,
discussing social and physiological develop-
mental stages and shedding light on what sig-
nificance the various rituals may have held
within boys’ lives. I critique these sources,
especially as presenting a normative idealiz-
ing view of child development. Nevertheless,
these remain valuable, particularly because
religion also operates on an ideological level
and more often reflects normative notions of
what should be rather than what is. Thus the
ideals of our written sources — the very
things which obscure the actual lives of chil-
dren — provide precisely the information we
need to understand the function that these
maturation rituals were to fulfill. e

A biography of John Wesley Gilbert, a stu-
dent at the School in 1891 and the first per-
son of African descent to attend the School,
was featured in the Spring 2001 issue of The
Classical Outlook, the journal of the Ameri-
can Classical League. Written by Michele
Valerie Ronnick (Wayne State University),
the biography appeared as part of a series
of columns dedicated to examining the lives
and achievements of America’s great clas-
sicists, edited by Ward Briggs, Jr.

Ronnick’s profile of Mr. Gilbert (c. 1864–
1923) reveals his deep desire for learning
and traces his pursuit of a formal education,
which began in the public schools of Au-
gusta, Georgia. After a brief period of atten-
dance at the Georgia Baptist Seminary (cut
short by lack of funds), he entered Paine
Institute (now Paine College) in 1883.
There, his studious ways impressed the
school’s president, Rev. George Williams
Walker, so much that Rev. Walker lent him enough money to attend Brown University.

After graduating from Brown with an A.B. in 1888, Mr. Gilbert returned to Augusta
to teach Greek at Paine Institute. In 1890 he won a scholarship to study at the Ameri-
can School of Classical Studies, where he took part in the School’s excavations at Eretria
under the directorship of Charles Waldstein. His contributions to the work of the School
were documented in a topographical map of the area, which was published in the Ameri-
can Journal of Archaeology (1891, VII, plate xix) and on which the name John W. Gil-
bert is prominently displayed. e

School Pioneer is Profiled

John Wesley Gilbert participated in the
School’s excavations at Eretria in 1891.

between I ran the Athens Marathon (“The
Original Course”). In the winter I went on
several of the Wednesday trips (including
Marathon, Salamis, and the Dema Wall), and
my entire family joined in the Crete trip.

In December I gave a lecture on hoplite
battle, “The Storm of War,” at the School, and
I also had the pleasure of speaking to a
middle-school class about bull leaping and
to a fourth-grade class about Greek armor
and weapons. I spoke on “Fighting by the
Rules” at College Year in Athens and at the
American College of Thessaloniki. Meanwhile,
my paper on “Deception in Archaic and Clas-
sical Greek Warfare” came out in War and Vio-
lence in Classical Greece (Hans van Wees, ed.).

Finally, my spring work involved comple-
tion of a chapter on military campaigns in-
tended for the Cambridge History of Greek
and Roman Warfare, as well as on-going stud-
ies of various aspects of Greek warfare. e

 — Peter Krentz, Davidson College

Whitehead Professor
continued from page 10
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