In the Beginning

Frank Cole Babbitt Esq. (1967-1933), Harcard PRI 1895, was the first
Fellow of the School in Archaeology, from 1895-1896. In 1931 he re-
turned as Visiting Professor from Trinity College. which he had
brought onto the Managing Cammittee in 1901 His daughter, Kay
Babbitt, has generously loaned the ASCSA memaorabilia of her father.

Frauk Babbill's diary. ils very brevily
testibving o the academic and |‘)I'I\\1L‘..II
denvands of the School progrant, recap-
Lires Lhe exigeneies of travel and accom-
uedations, s well us the pursuil of schol-
arship, in the late nineteenth century.

But the rewards. as he acknowledges
at every burn, were enormons. He was an
enthusiastic observer of (he first modern
Olyimpic Games, held in the spring of
15896, Babbitt  also  experieuced an
Athens which is now lost. “The most
wonderful thing about Greece is 1he
cleaniess of the air,” he writes. “The lop
of 1lymettos lovks an casy half hour
lrom Sonidias St but it proves to be an
hour to the foot, and two more o the
top.”

[n his description of the Actopolis, he
notes “Tonight live of ns wenl up to sce
the Acropolis by moonlight, which soft-
vis the ragged outlines of broken marble
and produces an impression of how il
minst have been when the whole was
intact. . . One comes home and thinks,
And wonders abeat the Classical Stu-
dint, who devotes bimsell body nd soul
to insignibeant fragments of the past of
one people, and ets go. . all clse o the
world.”

Nabbitt’s Brst School trips were iuto
Borotia and he eaploved e Pelaponnese
with the legendary Professar Kael Dérp-
leld, " The whaole sehoel (seven students)
started for Bocotta to make the round of
Vake Copais™, he relates, “Tlhe two girls
engaged a dragoman W look afler them
witel traveled to Tliches in a cacriuge: the
rest of s by stage, leaving Atheas before
iy Jight aned ceaching Thebes (44 miles)
about sunset, rmacke of that time being
consuned by the driver stoppiug al
every inn for krasi. Eleutherae with its
walls, towers and loopholes, is an impos-
ing site. Is the spring at the hottom of the
hill where the shepherd fivst washed e
sons ol Antiope?” [Who cau unswoer Thal
one?)

i Thebes, Babbitt tried Fastening his
Jeeping sack around his ueck, “bul the
bugs soon got to work above the line. The
only proper way is Lo draw it over your
head leaving only nose and mouth to
projeel. The chamber-boy, when indig-
nantly confronted with an assortment ol

large dead critters, replied with a shrug
“Nev einat rivore "

In Zagora. the villagers took great in-
terest in the parly . “Among other (hings.
they wanted to know which of the two
worner was 1y wile’ Whal was 1to do? |
could hardly seleet one of them there
and then, und risk incurring the enmity
of the other. Feonld not bear to Jower the
ladlies in the questioners’ estinilion by
admitting that they were imdevd travel-
ling about in this way. nnmarried. So |
simply said that both women were my
wives. Let America takee the cone-
quences. Probably in thal villuge it will
he handed down 1o posterity that all
Americans are polygamists! Bed at the
end of the day on the Hoor of the Xenao-
docheion Parnussos in Levadia, nine in a
row.”

“Pausanias duesceribes (e aracle of
Trophouios here exaetly us it appeared
Lo our inspection. The river borsts right
out from the base al the mountain, while
larther back is a sort of gently sloping
turmel which gradually gels sleeper us
the channel goes inside the mountain,
Nearby is a large cavern in the rock.
llere the initiate was Rrst examined,
thew, if he was notl Tound wanting. he
was made o drink of the two springs,
Lethe and Mnemosyne, and Bnally he
was blindfolded and rolled down into the
waler whose swifl current would carry
him through this tunnel, out into open
air and lis waiting friends.”

As [or Babbitt’s tour ot the Pelopon-
nese, when you think wlhat antiquilies.
and in whal state ol preservalion. were
visible in Greeee in 1896, vou appreciate
what Classical Archaeology has accom-
plished in these ninely years! Dirpfeld
issned an ilinerary, complete with advice
on clothing und foed. It sounds familiar.
Starting from Athens al 7 am..all of Old
Corinth tmucly less 10 sce then than
nowl} and Acrocorinth and on to Nau-
plia. by train. Next day Tirvns, “mit
Wagen zum Heralon™. . Argos—Lheater
and Lown, and Train to Tripolis. . . Munti-
neia. Tewea, Meealopolis.  Lykoesura.
termple and town. . Bassae. Ihree duyvs al
Obympia where the German lastitute
had begnn exeavation vears betare, .
From Katakele, a “Dampters, der in dic

Navht nach Lea Filiet,” whenee Delpli
lor a day . back to ltey, and the Dampfers
returaned them to Plraeus. B, 8. Gilder-
sleeve. [0 5. Hoppin and B. 1. Wheeler
were alsa an Lhis trip.

Muclt luter, back at the School tor a
vear. Pralessar Babbill and his wile gave
a suciul “repuvment-type” party. Their
then 16-yeur-old daughler recalls (he
SCOne

“Scholars with beards {rare) and sev-
eral addd languages besides Greek; 1el-
Low s and Excavators of all ages .md both
sexes, looking both lanned and  high-
minded. distinguished  silver-haired
wives af ditto professors, also in several
languages, children, students and on-
identiied onlaokers, all in a clinking
conversational party-roar. We were told
that "Madame Seamann’ wanted to meet
the American girls, and we were wafted
towards the ancient gneenly figure on
the sofa. This bright-cved old lady really
looked interested to see us. sat us v ei-
ther side of her black satin lap. saving
she was a sorl of compatriot of ours: lier
hushand had hern an American vitizam.
So. there we were in Athens and what
had we seen of the countrv? Ab. we bad
been to Mveenac? OF eoursel And she
began telling us of excuvating there, the
hardships, the donbts—familiar thermes
lor archacologivs bl her slory hegan la
sound cven more Lamiliar “And Ul aes -
er torget,” she went on. 'when we saw the
GCOLD. . aud my hushand said “We
have Taund Agaenemnon!™ The Ameri-
can girls Hashed 2 look at each ather
across the blaek satin, theu back to her
animaled face, wilh incredulons jov.
“Madame Scamann’ indeed. This was
Madame Heinrich Schliemann, Sophia
herself!™
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R - Murray McClellan al Bronze Age

- B VR s Ifﬂ-?‘fﬂ-t in Cyprus: in the foreground isa
A “APrM female burial, in the background is that

ol o Cyprict warrior,

Cyprus Excavation
Yields Rare Finds
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i / ARSI Ly - Former School Secretary Murray Me-
N | = Y Clellan and Dr. Plumt'lu Russell McClel-
o | 4 4 lan cooperaled with the Department of
Antiquilics in Cyprus this past summer
in a salvage dig which has vielded excep-

Belics af the past: | Menu for fuly 23, (886, from the Asty Restaurant in Athens; lional results,
2 Lottery ticke! issued by The Arclacofogical Service Lo raise money for excavations With Lhe assistanve of an excavation
and museunwy, issued in 1895, 3 The bl for 16 luncheons and H dinners at the tearmn provided by 1ireetor ol Anliqui-
Grande Bretagne Hotel Octolior 1885, tatalling 103 drachmas; 4. A ticket for the lies Dr. Vassos Karageorrhis. the Me-
Jiest modern Olympic Games, held at the Qld Olympic Siadium in Athens in 1896, Clellans  uncovered  several unlooted
5. Bl j'rmn the Ares Haotel in Tripolis, 6 Tickets for the Athens-Piraeus horse Bronze Age graves. One conlained a
rerefrond: T Label fram Mantinew wine Jrom Tripolis, woman, with grave gonds inclnding an

alubaster pot and small mortar and pes-
tle, The sceond burial revealed a man,
whose demise was apparently caused by
an infected wound, as evidenced by a
jagged hole in his wpper right Whighbone.
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probable indications of the intense dis-
ruptions throughout the Fastern Medi-
terraniean in the late seeond millennivm
B.C., which brought the Mycenacan
Grecoks to Cyvprus ahaut 1200 B C.
Murrav MeClellan, who specializes
in ancient glissware, and Pamela Me-
Clellan, whose special feld is Bronze
Age patters, were to have eacavated an
ASTHYMIE UAIIA OBy carly Byzantine site at Kalavasos-Mangia

ABHNGN KA1 TIEPILOFIN sl an irriaeati et Dy i
1IMNOY FEQPFIA&OY i’ " mm |>|?I an irrigation project by the C}-ptgs
S TR 06226 I Water Department foreed a change in
- :DU;E- - °m.?5="fw§§: mbeb Sy pecticar % plans. During the rescue aperation, Pam
TG v e ‘uwmﬂ“?‘m also reecived her PhoD. from the Univer-
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