





















































main body of the filling was clearly thrown in during one short period Wl.len t_he .site
was made a general dumping ground. Only very small fragments of inscriptions
were found, and comparatively little in sculpture, but in the lowest stratum of the
fill there were two late life-sized portrait heads of marble. One, completely pre-
served, represents a young man of large features and no beauty; of 1fhe other the
face is completely lacking, but it isnotable in that the hair, very sketchily represent-
ed by the sculptor, was painted yellow and gilded with gold leaf. 'What may prove
to be a noteworthy discovery among the scanty sculpturesis a fragment 9f an archa-
ic relief in porous representing a horse in full front view. The m?.te.rlal is f)f fine
grain and was covered with a very thin stucco. The workmanship is admirable.
Only the breast and the upper part of the forelegs are preserve(%, the fragment meats-
uring 0.23 m. high, and 0.18 m. broad, and the height of the relief 0.15 m.; the.bs.a,(.m-
ground was painted red. The fragment acquires significance from the possibility
—perhaps even the probability—that it is from a metope of tf.le Temple of ApO.I-
lo. The scale of the relief is suitable, and it is easier to imagine that an archaic
Greek relief in soft stone survived down into the Middle Ages if it was part of the
temple that still survives, rather than if it came from some other n%onum?nt. ; The
relief must have been in situ until no great length of time before its burial; it was
found in a late cesspool on the south side of the hill. It is to be hoped that the
further examination of the hill, to be undertaken as early as po‘ssible, may reveal
other pieces of sculptures of the Temple if this fragment really' is fr(.)m one .of t}}e
metopes. The subject of the relief would probably be a quadriga with a driver in
the chariot, since the horse is not of the scale to occupy the whole height of the
frieze if it were a metope.
The work on the Temple Hill and Stoa occupied an average of 33 men for 60
working days, during which time something over 4100 cu. m. of earth were removed.
As a branch of the work near the Temple of Apollo a spur was run frot}l the track
by which earth was taken to the dump from the Temple Hill to the region west of
Glauke and here 18 men worked 45 days removing 2250 cu. m. of earth. The ex-
amination of the region is not yet complete, but the westernmost chamber of the
fountain of Glauke was cleared completely—it had previously been 'traced but not
uncovered. The whole area west and south of the fountain, examined at numer-
ous points, was clearly an extensive quarry. The potsherds found among the chips
of stone immediately above the quarried rock were of Greek and early Roman
date; and the deepest walls are massive foundations of unmistakable Roman type,
made of rough unshaped pieces of stone as it came from t'he quarry, and numerous
large fragments from the Greek walls of the west reservoir of Glauke. It appears
that, after quarrying, the area was filled with quarry chips and eartl.l up to this level,
of about 2 m. above the floor of the reservoir. The plan of t.he building that stood
here has not yet been recovered. Its orientation, however, is the same as that of
the west colonnade of the Roman precinet lying between Gla.ull{e a,I.Id the northwest
corner of the Agora. This group of buildings, or the part of it lying southwest of
(Glauke, seems to have been destroyed by fire. In the stratum of charcoal, ashes,
and badly broken tiles which covered this area there were many s.mall fragments of
bronze, and with them was found a statuette of an armed warrior about ().2.5 m.
high, who, judging from the idealized Greek type of features, is proba“bly to be iden-
tified as Ares, in full panoply; high crested helmet, cuirass with a Medusa h?,ad on
the breast and pteryges in three rows about the thighs. The figure stood w1th. the
weight on the right leg, with the right upper arm extended and forearm raised,
doubtless to hold a spear set upon the ground, the left forearm extended anfl the
gaze turned in this direction. Both hands are miss%ng, agd although the left side of
the figure was a good deal damaged by fire, it is being skillfully cleaned at the Na-
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tional Museum in Athens and will be by no means unworthy of a place among the
bronzes exhibited there.

The next clearly marked level above the Roman one mentioned is about one meter
higher, and judging from the Frankish coins found above it, must date before the
thirteenth century. With this level are to be associated a well, courtyard walls,
house walls and a well-built cistern. Higher than these is a system of walls dating
clearly after the Frankish period. In a still later wall appeared the only consider-
able piece of marble sculpture found in these excavations; it is the lower part of a
draped female figure of about half life size, seated upon a rock, and belongs to the
Roman period.

In the excavation south of the Museum the aim was to clear the area between the
Museum and the north end of the Basilica west of the Lechaeum Road, to learn
whether the ancient buildings preserved there are such that they must remain on ex-
hibition quite uncovered or may be in some manner incorporated in an extension of
the Museum of which there is great need. In the short time at our disposal only
the western portion of the area was investigated. Here, bounded on the south by
a high supporting wall of the Basilica and on the west by a great mass of rock
scarped vertically, is a very substantial Roman building with well-built rubble walls
preserved to a height of from one to two meters. The rooms thus far seen are inner
rooms approached through corridors or through other rooms. The original floors
were of mosaic of simple design, but this has Been largely replaced by marble pav-
ing-slabs—some being old inscriptions—or bricks or tiles. Upon the floor, be-
sides the usual débris from fallen walls and ceilings, there were a long iron sword,
several iron knives, a number of whole waterjars, a sort of brazier of terracotta,
numerous lamps, and quantities of small coins. The whole building should be un-

covered at the earliest opportunity.

About a week’s time was given to cleaning from the Lechaeum Road Shops and
the Peribolos of Apollo the earth that had washed in upon them in 1919, when the
excavations were last inundated, before the construction of the dikes that NOw pro-
tect them. We began, also, to remove the earth and late walls from over the paved
Lechaeum Road in the north part of the excavation precincts, and cleared away
what had been left (in 1899 and 1901) of the late Byzantine ramp covering the steps
and pavement at the head of the Road. We have thus recovered several complete
inscriptions and a large number of marble architectural pieces belonging to build-
ings in the vicinity.

The work begun upon the Lechaeum Road and north of the Basilica (which this
year occupied an average of 25 men for 41 working days), should be brought to a
conclusion at the opening of the next campaign, or, better, during the coming au-
tumn if practicable. We ought as early as possible to make recommendation
concerning the site available for the enlargement of the Museum; and the impres-
siveness of the excavations can in no way be more enhanced than by uncovering a
considerable further extent of the paved Lechaeum Road.

TaE ArRGIVE HERAEUM

Supplementary excavations were carried on at the Argive Heraeum in the spring
of 1925.

The work in the field, which lasted from March 9 to May 9, was conducted by
Mr. Blegen, whose preliminary report has already gone to the American J ournal of
Archaeology for publication, so that only a brief résumé need be given here. Dur-
ing the two months’ campaign Mr. Blegen had the assistance of Miss Burr for three
weeks and of Messrs. Robinson and Broneer for about a fortnight. Miss Cox
served as architect for the second month and also assisted in overseeing the work.
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Mrs. Blegen and Mrs. Hill spent about ten days at the close of the campaign clear-
ing tombs.

The two specific objects desired by Dr. Hoppin were to explore the ground above
the Old Temple and to the northwest towards the ravine, and to search for cham-
ber tombs near those discovered by Dr. Waldstein.

Along the northwest side of the area above the Temple is a terrace, now only
about 3.5 m. wide, which has been broken sharply away by wear and tear an(.i py
quarrying. Trenches showed the ruins of a prehistoric settlement with quantities
of Late Helladic and Middle Helladic pottery in the surface layer, below which was
a thick undisturbed Early Helladic layer containing much pottery and house walls
built of small unworked stones laid in clay. These houses, whose upper structure
was of crude brick or of wattle and daub, were small and very close together. Far-
ther to the south and southwest were fragments of walls and potsherds of M. H.
and L. H. wares.

Remains on the lower slopes of the same hill and traces of prehistoric dwellings
which had been noted within the precinet of Hera during the excavations of the
190’s show that the settlement was large and flourishing during the Bronze Age,
although the continuous occupation of the famous site in historical times has de-
stroyed the greater portion of the earlier town. .

Thirty years ago the excavators had found two tombs, one on the west side of the
ridge beyond the ravine to the northwest of the Heraeum, the other on the wve§tern
slope of a ridge farther northwest across a second smaller ravine. These two ridges
are really a tongue of land extending from Mt. Euboea and divided by a gully run-
ning lengthwise, the whole tongue being known as Yerogalaro. For convenience’
sake they are here called the East and West Yerogalaro ridges.

Trial trenches discovered thirteen Mycenaean chamber tombs: one on the West
ridge and twelve on the East. The East ridge also furnished seven M. H. graves,
one E. H. “chamber tomb”, and, very unexpectedly, remains of the Neolithic pe-
riod. On the upper part of the Heraeum hill trial trenches yielded some neolithic
and Mycenaean pottery and two Geometric bronzes but no tombs. On the slopes
below the Heracum to the south, pottery of all three Helladic periods, two M. H.
graves, Geometric bronzes and pottery, and a small building, probably Roman,
were found.

The discoveries are here described in chronological order:

On the East Yerogalaro ridge several circular areas, slightly hollowed in the rock,
contained carbonized matter, ashes, black earth, bones, small stones and plentiful
potsherds of thick handmade polished ware, either plain or with sim;?le ir'lcised
patterns along the rim. The most characteristic type has fantastic designs in red
outlined in black, is closely related to the “three-color ware” of neolithic Thcfssaly
and exactly like that from Gonia near Corinth. In all the areas the neolithic de-
posit was undisturbed and unmixed with other wares. 4

This is the first neolithic pottery discovered in Argolis and its evidence is very
important, extending as it does the sphere of neolithic civilization in the Pelopon-
nesus. So far no neolithic remains have been found at Tiryns, Mycenae or Argos,
but the tradition of the antiquity of the venerable sanctuary of Hera is well sup-
ported by these discoveries.

Early Helladic

On the East Yerogalaro ridge a small E. H. rock-hewn chamber tomb without a
dromos had collapsed and thrown a mass of earth and rock inside. Neolithic and
E. H. sherds were here found together, and three badly crushed skulls were dis-
covered in the tomb, which resembles E. H. ossuaries found in 1922 at Zygouries.
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‘The small finds were meagre, consisting of a few bits of obsidian and three spherical
stone beads.

On the same ridge nine M. H. shaft graves cut out of the soft rock were exca-
vated. They were just large enough for the body, which was laid out at full
length or more usually in a contracted position. Few offerings were found in the
cists, only two of the graves—in one was a bronze dagger with ivory handle and a
pair of bronze tweezers, in the other a small jug—contained anything except a few
bones. The cists were covered with limestone slabs above which in the two un-
disturbed graves, sepulchral offerings of yellow Minyan cups and matt jugs had
been deposited. No parallel example of M. H. interments has been previously
published. The custom of placing sepulchral offerings above the cover of the
grave would account for the scantiness of objects within the cists.

The thirteen L. H. tombs were of the Mycenean type, with dromos, doorway
and grave chamber hewn out of the rock. These tombs yielded the most valuable
finds of the campaign. They were scattered over a fairly wide area on the East
and West Yerogalaro ridges, apparently arranged in groups, perhaps because of
the character of the rock, which varies from hard limestone or conglomerate to
soft crumbly material, or perhaps because they had belonged to related families.
The chambers are approximately circular, rectangular, or irregular and measure
from 2.30 m. to 5.60 m. across. The dromoi are short and wide with broad open-
ing at the top, or long with a narrow opening above, and all have tapering sides.

The chronological order of the tombs, which can be determined by the finds
made in them, ranges from L. H. I to L. H. III, the majority being III. They
served as family vaults in which several successive interments took place, the
latest occupant being placed in the centre of the chamber, and the bones and pos-
sessions of his predecessor being put at one side or placed in a small cist. It was
doubtless due to these successive burials that many objects of value were removed
in antiquity by the heirs of the original occupant. There is no evidence of plun-
dering in post-Mycenaean times.

In five tombs a black layer containing ashes, bones, charred wood and car-
bonized remains covered the floors, and the pottery showed the effects of intense
heat. This burning was not for the purpose of cremation, but probably for
fumigating the tomb when it was opened.

The largest tomb was adorned with a fagade of stucco on which the door jambs
and lintel were decorated with a row of connected spirals—vertical on the jambs,
horizontal on the lintel—in blue-black, yellow, red and blue. Decorated fagades
are rare, only two having been found at Mycenae.

The objects from the tombs are now in the National Museum in Athens. Pot-
tery was very abundant, about two hundred vases having been found, and though
mostly in a fragmentary condition, few pieces were missing. It ranges from
L. H. I to L. H. III, the handsomest example being an amphora with octopus de-
signs belonging to the L. H. IT naturalistic style. Bronze was well represented by
spear heads, knives, arrow heads, daggers, a large basin and a long sword which,
unfortunately, had been broken. The most striking objects discovered were two
bronze daggers inlaid in gold, of the type familiar from the Shaft Graves at
Mycenae. One has a row of three flying birds on each side of the blade, the other
a single dolphin on each side. The skillful artist has used silvery gold for the birds
and yellow gold for their eyes and collars. The hilts were fastened to the daggers
by three rivets with gold heads, all of which have been preserved. Two gold
necklaces—one of eleven beads in pendent lily shape, and sixteen of shieldlike
shape, and one of twenty-seven smaller beads shaped like pomegranates—were
found in the richest tomb. A delicate gold chain and a pair of gold ornaments
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shaped like a Mycenaean shield and eight gold rivet-heads came from the adjoin-
ing tomb. The ivory objects, which were in a very damaged condition, included
rosettes, buttons, inlay, a sword pommel, a comb, and ornaments of sea-shell form.
From the earlier tombs were several cylindrical carnelian gems, and from the later
tombs a few steatite lentoid gems of Late Mycenean type. Carnelian was used for
oval or round beads, but the most interesting ornament in this material was a
pendant representing an elephant, a subject apparently unique in Mycenaean art.
The lower part of the animal is broken away, but one of the three small holes along
his back still contains a small pin or peg of gold. The usual glass paste beads,
which were very plentiful, were generally in extremely poor condition, as were
nearly all the amber beads. A well preserved Egyptian scarab of glass paste
belongs to the early part of the New Kingdom and is useful for helping to date the
tomb in which it was found.

In addition to the prehistoric remains, various objects of Hellenic date came to
light. One grave of the Geometric period, near the Mycenaean tombs, contained
a small bronze dish, fragments of another, bronze pins, and two small vases. A
massive structure of the Geometric period in the ravine at the bottom of the slope
to the northwest of the Old Temple may have been the substructure for an ancient
bridge across the gully. A small deposit of bronzes close by included a griffin’s
head and a small figure of a bull with body covered with incised decoration of Geo-
metric style, which had probably once belonged to large vessels. On the slope
south of the Heraeum, Geometric bronzes were plentifully turned up in the trial
trenches. These were wire, spits, pins, dises, a small human figure, and a row of
birds seated on a bar. An iron dagger, small ornaments of ivory or bone, choice
Geometric and proto-Corinthian pottery, as well as the bronze objects mentioned
above, were probably discarded offerings from the Heraeum. A few small frag-
ments of marble sculpture may have belonged to the Metopes of the Older Temple.

The results of the campaign have been most gratifying. They have shown that
the site had been occupied from Neolithic times and that a settlement had existed
on the hill throughout the Bronze Age, during the latter part of which the tombs on
the adjacent slopes were constructed. Certain of the finds, such as the frescoed
doorway, the gold necklaces and the inlaid dagger blades, are of outstanding im-
portance, but the cumulative effect of the excavation as a whole has been the dem-
onstration of the great antiquity of the famous sanctuary, thus confirming the be-
lief of the generous scholar whom fate deprived of the opportunity of excavating
the site in person.

In reviewing the year it is not possible to forget the unprecedented
calamities that have befallen. But they cannot be weighed and
must not be counted in appraising the year’s work. In other respects
the year may be considered very satisfactory as concerns both the
academic work of the School and the season of excavation; and per-
sonal relations in our community have been, as is indeed the custom,
most friendly and cordial. I wish here in closing this report to ex-
press appreciation and gratitude to all both within and without the
School who have helped to make the year a successful one.

B. H. Hmy,

Director.
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FOR CURRENT EXPENDITURE

Ezcavations at Corinth:
J. P. Morgan
Mrs. J. P. Morgan
T. Leslie Shear
T. Leslie Shear (house at Corinth)
Henry J. Patten

Excavations at Nemea (Cincinnati):
Through W. T. Semple
Through W. T. Semple
Through W. T. Semple

Excavations at the Argive Heraeum:
Joseph Clark Hoppin

For Purchase of an automobile:
Mrs. J. Montgomery Sears

For the Fellowship of the Institute:
Archaeological Institute of America

Undesignated:
Jane Gray Carter
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