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1690

IS IV

lACOBUS CORNELIUS lACOB GIOR

PROV GENERAL MORAE PRETOR

The whole section is repair of the

Maltese breach during the period

immediately following the siege.

The ensuing stretch of curtain belongs to the inner enclosure

and dates from the earliest Venetian times. Three square towers

project out over the great batter that descends at an angle of

fifty degrees some seventy feet to the ground below. The stones

of the scarp are large and rough-hewn. The lower sections of the

towers and the wall between them are built of dressed blocks of

similar size though the upper portions show the effect of destruction
and later building. Between the first and second towers is a cistern

communicate^ with an. aqueduct built into the scarp visi^T®
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on the photograph and written on the first plan as Gondoto della

fontana. The source is shown to be in the open country to the

west, where tile piping has been found along the course marked

out. Until recently a fountain stood at the point shown on the

second plan, and it is reasonable to suppose the castle*s external

water supply came from both sources.

At the western end on the site of Coroners oldest medieval

defenses is a bastion of the last period of Venetian building.

Here on the high land stood the chief key and strongpoint of the

fortifications, the nucleus of the successive cells which spread

out over the peninsula toward the sea. It is hard to tell the

form of the original Torrion Maggiore. though some idea may be

gotten from the Griraani plans which were drawn while the new

works were still in progress. In Coronelll*s drawing it is

shown as round, which is evidence of nothing and has no correspond
ence with the present remains. A contemporary account of the

Venetian siege speaks of a plaque found

which bore the inscription

HOC OPUS FECERUNT

MAaNIFICI

ET CLARISSIMI DD

BEHNARPUS DONATUS CASTELLANUS

ET

LUDOVICUS COUTARENO CAPITANEUS

ET PROVISORES CORONI

MCCCCLXIXI^^

was probably not a tower or single bastion so much as a

l '̂i'iibattttra d^iv V«nete. p.9't.
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collection of batteries occupying the summit of the rock, an

area as marked on the plans bounded by a long buttressed retaining

wall on the east and a rampart on the west with a lower platform

Piazza ba„q<^^ beneath it. To-day the rampart stands isolated

from the walls to the north and

south. The piazza bassa as it

is drawn on the first plan dis

appeared in the new construction

of 1700, A great quadrilateral

bastion a hundred feet high

embraces the older defenses,

with gun ports that cover the

north curtain wall, the harbor,

the mainland to the west and the

oouthern shore. The parapet, wi^

sloping top and scarped exterior

face^ in style and material re

sembling the repair of the Maltese breach, is doubly thick on

its western face which was the side of the greatest danger. The

southern flank is gone for all

but a fragment of its lower

section which shows it to have

had a stepped access. Not shown

on the plans is the passageway

that descends under a projection

of the southwest corner and would

have originally coBmunicated with
& third level of defense never completed either by the Venetians

the Turks, This is a triangular ravelin whose one aide is a
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projection of the north face of the bastion gift tkat Kgaddt foorfc

jdur karartlcnr and whose other

was to have extended the line

of the south curtain to meet

it at an angle. All that stands

to-day is shown on the second

plan, a piece of wall buttressed

on the interior ending short of

its projected termination. The

area within the walls would have been filled with earth to form a

platform to protect the base of the bastion's west face frpm

positions which might be set up on the high ground immediately

opposite. Otherwise it was set on ground too low to be of any

offensive advantage. The work was abandoned and a ditch cut across

its mouth instead. Under the wall that stands, running in a hundred

feet from the ditch, is an underground passage which may be identi
fied as one of the galleries extended under the bastion in the siege
of 1685„ Behind the bastion on the north side a great battering
wall closes the circuit. High up on its face, beneath the trace

of one of the towers it supported, is an empty niche whose ponderous

mouldings held the lion of St.Mark now fallen amid the cluster of
houses beneath the wall, a memorial of the stern merchants who
once ruled over an empire of harbors.
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