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sees in use today, the chief difference being that horse power

is used in place of man power. The pressing of the olives was

a more varied and complicated process, but there are still simi-

lar methods in existence in a few out of the way places. In

ancient times the screw press, which is in common use today seems

to have been unknown. Instead they employed a type that is

pictured on a skyphos of the late black figured style in the

Boston Museun. "On the right is & press, a square construction

painted with a series of parallel horizontal white lines; it

rests on a four-legged stand, the upper part of which (separated

from the press by a purple line) terminates on the right in a
gpout beneath which is placed on the ground a kelebe to receive
the o0il; across the upper part of the press is a long beam, ex-
tending across the design to the left;at the far end of it a

nude youth is occupied in attaching two large weighte to it with

white and purple cords; and between them and the press a bearded

man has leaped upon it to give more weight, supporting himself
1

by clasping it with his legs and right arm........ L The press
that I saw near Oropus was very similar to this one. The board

d across the bags of crushed olives had one end rest-

that was lai
ing in a niche in the wall and the other end free. On the free
end weights were placed, and under the bags of olives 8tood

standard 0il tins to receive the o0il, the only modern touch to &n

otherwise ancient picture. They told me that it was customary
to take off three grades of 0il, the first oil being the best.

The base on Wwhich the olives were pressed was very much like the
one that is in one of the private houses at Delos, except that

it lacked the artistic qualities of the latter.
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One last agricultural pursuit that Homer mentions on the
shield of Achilles, which we see happening in very much the

same way today is the reaping of the grain:

"Therein he set also a king's demesne and,
wherein laborers were reaping, bearing
sharp sickels in their hands,. Some hand -
fuls were falling in rows to the ground
along the swathe, while others the binders
of the sheaves were binding with twisted
ropes of straw. Three binders stood hard
by them, while behind them boys would
gather handfuls, and bearing them in their

arme give them to the binders."

Sickles are still employed in reaping, and in the spring one

can see the bundles of grain lying along the swathe. Threshing,

on the other hand, is now becoming rapidly modernized by the

introduction of the threshing machine, but within recent years

a wooden sledge-like affair was used to bruise the grain on

the threshing floor, which was moved around by a horse. In
&

Homer's time bulls were employed to tread the grain. But

according to White, corn was threshed in Hesiod's time by a

sleigh with two runners having three or four rollers between
>

them, like a modern Egyptian nurag," which must have been very

much like the modern sledge. The winnowing of the grain seems

ess even more features in common with the ancient method,

to poss
than either the reaping or threshing. Evidently the ancient

way was to toss the grain in the air so that the wind would

separate the grain from the chaff. Homer describes this, in

a simile:
"And even as the wind carrieth chaff about

the sacred threshing floors of men that are
when fair-haired Demeter amid
laste of wind separates the
d the heaps of chaff

winnowing,
the driving b
grain from &he cha ff an
grow white!

Heeiod gives us gimilar evidence:
nget your slaves to winnow Demeter's holy
grain when strong Orion first appears,
on a smooth threshing-floor in an airy
place. Then measure it end store it in jars."
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The threshing floor itself must have been very much like the

modern one - a circular paved area usually on the high slope

of a hill in a windy place as prescribed by Hesiod. But the

interesting question here is, what implement they used to toss
Homes mentions, thel aigelicrtay i Jesru or a

the grain.
1

shovel in the threshing of beans. Xenophon describes the

process without mentioning the implement used. But he is

clear that the grain is tossed in the air. He says: "The wind

carries the chaff to a distance and the heavier grain falls

2

short in growing heaps." This seems to imply the use of a

gshovel. We know that the liknon or basket was also employed

by the ancients, but I have seen nothing in use like it today.

The peasants today, however, do use a shovel to toss the grain,

in some parts of Greece. The shovel used by the ancients

muet have resembled an oar since Odysseus is instructed by Tei-

resias to carry a shapen oar with him until he came to a land

where they had no knowledge of sea things and there a sign was
to be given to him where he was to abide: "When another wayfarer

on meeting thee shall say that thou hast a winnowing fan on
thy stout shoulder, then do thou fix in the earth thy shapely
oar and make goodly offerings.® Today in Orete a kind of

wooden shovel is used for winnowing, according to Miss Harrison,

op val 14} and which has five prongs. It

which ie wvalled a )

is flat and somewhat like an oar in shape. The modern Greek

T Homer,; Llu XVITL; 55
I (R -
gs:egéte by H;vh9G. Evelyn-White on line 806, Hesiod, Works
and Days, Loeb ed.
Hesiod, Works and Days{/597
Homer, Il. V, 499

Homer , Il. XIL1y 588

Yen., Oec. XVIII
Homer, 0d. XI, 126
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name for it is probably derived from the wprd d

7/
diminutive of Btpngj , & word which as Miss Harrison points

out Hesychius defines as a three or five pronged fork, which

is either a shovel fer grain or a trident. 8o in view'oef the

evidence given by Miss Harrison this shovel is in all probabil-
1

ity the same type as that used by the ancients for winnowing.
Thus we have seen that with even a brief study of the

ancient and modern Greek rural life a great many striking simi-

larities can be found. And that in cases such as the plough,

the olive press, the treading of the grapes, and the winnowing

of the grain we probably have direct survivals of the ancient

method or tool. However there are only a few years left in

which 2 study of this kind can be of value because the invasion

of Greece by western machinery has begun to wipe out the more

primitive agricultural methods native to Greece. But in the

less available villages there is still a wealth of material in

thie field which may yet be a valuable source of information in

. [l 1 -
clarifying our picture of the ancient Greek farmer.
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