
Isn’t That the Parthenon…in Nashville? 
Constantine S. Sirigos 

NEW YORK – There is a full-scale archaeologically-correct reproduction of the 
Parthenon standing in centennial Park in Nashville, TN. Anyone can go there and 
experience the masterpiece of Greece’s Golden Age firsthand. On September 20, 
Professor Barbara Tsakirgis spoke at Columbia University about one of the people who 
helped make it a genuine cultural achievement and not just a piece of historical kitsch. 

Schermerhorn Hall is nestled in the Neo-classical campus of Columbia, one of many 
sites throughout the United States that evoke the grandeur of Greece and Rome and 
help solidify the links between the democratic and republican achievements of the 
ancient world and the aspirations of America’s founding fathers and citizens. 

Tsakirgis, Associate Professor of Classics and History of Art at Vanderbilt University, 
and Vice Chair of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens (ASCSA) 
Managing Committee, presented “The Athens of the South: William Bell Dinsmoor 
and the Design of the Nashville Parthenon,” which focused on the contributions of that 
renowned architect and scholar. 

She called her story “a tale of two cities and a tale of two buildings,” and explained 
how they were linked by Dinsmoor, a professor at Columbia University and the 
ASCSA. 

The lecture traced the detailed information and measurements Dinsmoor obtained 
through years of examining the original Parthenon and which informed the creation of 
the replica. 

The building he helped create replaced a temporary structure that was created in 1897 
for the city’s one-year-late centennial celebration. The citizens loved it so much – 
Nashville, now known as Music City but called the Athens of the South before the 
centennial - the city chose not to tear it down, 

By 1920, however, it was in need of renovation or replacement. It had become a 
symbol of the city and while the populace wanted it preserved, the directors of the park 
asked Russell Hart to design and build a permanent and more faithful replica of the 
Periclean original. 

Tsakirgis said Hart approached the restoration from a very scholarly perspective and 
early in the planning process, in June 1920, he wrote to Dinsmoor asking for his advice. 
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