THE CAMPAIGN OF 1937
The seventh campaign of the excavations in the Athenian Agora conducted by the
American School of Classical Studies at Athens covered a period of twenty weeks, extending from January 25 to the middle of June. Prior to the beginning of the actual work
of excavation the modern houses on the site were expropriated by the Business Office under
the efficient direction of A. Adossides, and were demolished under the supervision of the
experienced foreman, Sophokles Lekkas, and under the eyes of the archaeologists of the
staff who must recognize and salvage any ancient stones which may have been built into
comparatively modern walls. The area then was surrounded, as usual, by a board fence
and was laid out in metre squares, corresponding to the architectural ground-plan, for the
facilitation of the accurate keeping of records. Following the excavation season considerable tidying of the area is always necessary and by the time this has been completed
the work of demolition of additional modern houses can be begun in preparation of the
terrain for the excavations of the succeeding year.
Emphasis is again laid on the fact that this report of the results of the current campaign
is -tentative in character and is subject to revision after further study and investigation.1
It is a pleasant duty to record the continued hearty support and co6peration received from
the authorities of the American School and from the officials of the Greek Government.
Professor Edward Capps, Chairmanof the Agora Commission,closely follows the progress
of the work with unfailing enthusiasm and constantly assists it with his wise counsel.
Especial appreciation for helpful support is due to His Excellency Mr. K. Georgakopoulos,
Minister of Education and Cults, and to Professor G. P. Oikonomos, Director General of
Antiquities in the Ministry. The American Ministerin Athens, HonorableLincoln MacVeagh,
has also been of frequent assistance with sympathetic advice and with influential support.
But this great project could never have been realized had it not been for the vision and
generosity of Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., to whom the resurrection of the buildings of the
ancient Agora of Athens will be an abiding memorial.
Part of the area excavated during the present season is located south of the Agora itself,
lying on the steep slopes of the north side of the Areopagus. Here the deposit of accumulated
earth was shallow, some of the cellars of modern houses being actually cut in the
living rock, and consequently the total amount of earth renmovedwas less than in the
Brief accounts of the work have been published by me in Illustrated London News, Sept. 11, 1937,
pp. 430-432, 460; A.J.A., XLI, 1937, pp. 177-189; XLII, 1938, pp. 1-16; by H. Riemann in Arch. Anz.,
1937, cols. 95 -114.
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preceding year, about 30,000 tons compared with 50,000. Since much of the area still to
be cleared lies on this hillside the amlountof earth removed will steadily decrease in the
future campaigns. The total area that has been uncovered by this large scale excavation
is well revealed in its relation to the neighboring landmarks in a photographtaken from the
air on July 26, 1937 by the courtesy of the Topographical Service of the Ministry of Communications (Fig. 1). The American Zone, most of which has been excavated, is shown

Fig. 2.

Northern Part of Excavated

Area

to be limited on the north by the curving line, of the Athens-Peiraeus railway, on the east
by the Stoa of Attalos, on the south by the Acropolis and the Areopagus, and on the west
by the Kolonos Agoraios with the Hephaisteion on its summit. The blocks of houses directly
east of the American Zone, surrounding the cleared section of the Roman Agora, are
designated for excavation by the Greek Archaeological Society.
The appearance of the excavated area at- the close of the season is shown in three successive views (Figs. 2-4) which taken together give a panorama -of the entire field of ex21*
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cavation, extending from the Acropolis and Areopagus on the south to the Athens-Peiraeus
railway on the north. The photographswere taken from the roof of the Hephaisteion,visible
in the lower right corner of Figure 4, and the only part of the excavated terrain omitted
from the panorama is that lying north, south and west of that temple. The uncovering of
this great area has clearly revealed the limits of the Greek Agora except on the north side
where it has been proved that the railway forming the northern boundary of the American
Zone is not coterminous with the northern limit of the Agora. The site of the Stoa Poikile
must be sought north of the railway, but investigation there is not at present practicable.
When the special law was drafted that specifies the terms of the American concession the
railway was fixed as the northern limit of the Zone for purely practical reasons. The land
north of it cannot, therefore, be expropriated under the terms of that law and, moreover,
as it is close to one of the more important streets its v alue is much greater than that of the
property located farther south in the Zone. It is thus necessary to hypothecate the northern
closure of the ancient Agora on the combined evidence of the topographical discoveries and
of the descriptions given in classical literature.
It has frequently been emphasized in these annual Reports that an excavation on this
great scale in the heart of the most important Greek city of antiquity must be conducted
with the utmost care and thoroughness. Detailed evidence of the many strata of successive
occupations from the prehistoric age down to modern times must be accurately observed
and recorded, for thus only can the complete history of the site be reconstructed. In order
to secure this result it is essential that the membersof the staff should be highly experienced
and efficient scholars in the many branches of archaeological science and technique. By
the system of Fellowships supported by the Rockefeller Foundation it has been possible
to secure promising men and women, to train them in the specialized techniqueof excavation,
and to retain their services in successive years as they have become increasingly valuable
through cumulative field experience. Thus the excavators of the present season are all
veterans in the field. The senior member of the group, Homer A. Thompson, has been
with the Agora since the beginning of the work, for though holding an Assistant Professorship in the University of Toronto he is regularly granted a leave of absence from his University for the period of the excavation season.
The system of Fellowships has been notably successful in accomplishing the two purposes for which they were planned, that is the provision of competent assistance for the
prosecution of the work, and the adequate training of young scholars for future careers at
home. One of the former Fellows, F. 0. Waage, is now on the faculty of Cornell, another,
J. H. Oliver, felt it to be his duty to accept an appointment as Assistant Professor in
Columbiaat the close of last season. But in his case the association with the Agora is not
severed since his specialty is epigraphy, and inscriptions can be satisfactorily studied from
photog,raphs,squeezes, and copies. But in view of the many inscriptions that are currently
found in the excavations, it is necessary to have an epigraphist present during the season
and, therefore, the vacancy caused by Oliver's departure was filled by the appointment of
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Eugene Schweigert of Cincinnati, who has satisfactorily maintained the high standard of
epigraphical efficiency sponsored by Meritt and his assistants.
Equally important with the recording of progress in the field is the handling of the
individual objects discovered when they are delivered to the workrooms at the close of
each day. Miss Talcott, who has been in charge of the Catalogue Department since the
beginning of the excavations, has developed a system of identifying, cataloguing and filing

Fig. 3. Central Part of Excavated Area

that functions as smoothly and efficiently as the method of handling books employed in
our great libraries. As each object is found it is given by the excavator a serial sectional
number and is entered in the field notebook with details of the place and circumstances
of discovery. On the following morning the sectional number is checked and the object is
cleaned so far as may be necessary. It is then assigned a permanent inventory numberwith
a sub-numberindicating its archaeological group, is fully catalogued on a card of a special
group color, is photographed, and is placed on a shelf in a position appropriate to its class
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and period. The practical result of this system is that any one of the 32,000 catalogued
objects can be produced as readily as any book in a library stack.
One class of objects presents a particularly difficult problem because of the large number
found and because of the generally poor state of preservation. These are the coins, of
which 70,325 have so far been found in the Agora. Mrs. Shear has developed such an
admirable technique in handling this mass of material that all the 10,325 coins secured

Fig. 4. Southern Part of Excavated Area

during the current campaign were cleaned, identified, catalogued, and listed in the field
notebooks by the end of the season. Since the evidence supplied by the coins is of the
utm-ostvalue to the excavator for determining the chronology of stratified deposits, it is
obvious that promptness and accuracy in supplying this evidence are essential for the
correct interpretation of archaeological remains. The coins are handled like other groups
of objects. Each when found is enclosed in an envelope that bears the data of discovery:
section, square, depth, date, and size. Every morning they are checked by the Coin Depart-
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Since they are usually badly corroded

because of the moisture of the Agora soil they are cleaned by the electrolytic process and

are carefully polished with felt brushes attached to a dental polishing machine. The coins
are then identified and each is placed for permanent filing in a new envelope which bears
a description of the coin as well as the data of discovery, and a corresponding catalogue
card is prepared. The highly satisfactory result achieved during the past season was
effected with the efficient assistance of a new appointee in the Department, Miss Margaret
Thompson.
Two other Departments of the work are in charge of masters in their respective fields.
The artist, Piet de Jong, makes immediate record of any preserved colors on objects as they
are found, for these colors are often very fugitive and quickly fade through exposure to
the light. Experienced through many years of specialization in painting Greek pottery
de Jong makes water-colors of the vases, several of which will be illustrated later in this
Report, which give a more accurate impression of the originals, by means of the use of
light and shade, than can be secured from photographs with their two-dimensional limitations. The architect, an indispensable member of any excavation staff, is J. Travlos, who
was attached to the staff in an emergency and has been retained because of his excellent
work in the specialized field of archaeological architecture. He surveys the field of work,
lays out the areas in metre squares, records on plans any late walls which must be removed
to permit the excavation of deeper deposits, makes drawings of individual stones, studies
and draws stone by stone the remains of ancient buildings, and makes reconstructions of
them based on surviving architectural members. His work, of which an illustration is the
ground plan of the area that will be shown later, is characterized by technical accuracy
and by remarkable astuteness in interpreting scanty remains of buildings which are often
confusing in type and age.
A new Department was added to the staff this season through the codperation of
Princeton University and of the American Philosophical Society. A grant from the Society
made possible the establishment of a simple chemical laboratory on the site of excavation,
and the University gave leave of absence for the second term to Professor E. R. Caley of
the Department of Chemistryso that he could organize and direct the new branch of work.
Caley had already had considerable experience in studylng and analyzing ancient objects
so that he was well equipped to cope with the many and varied problems daily arising in
the course of practical work. The results have been of the greatest value both for the
specific work in the Agora and for the science of Archaeology in general.
The type of chemical investigation that is required in field work is concerned with the
cleaning and preserving of corroded metals, with the analysis of many kinds of materials
to determine their quality and sometimes even to make possible their identification. An
illustration may be given of one of the interesting results of such an investigation. Some
terracotta jars were found to have their interior walls coated with a black substance,
which was proved by analysis to be mastic from the Island of Chios. Since this substance
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is soluble in oil but not in alcohol, it is clear that the jars were used to contain wine which
was kept by the mastic coating from absorption by the porous terracotta. The coating
was carelessly brushed on the walls and a residuum of the mastic usually settled in the
bottom of the jars, which would have given some slight flavor to the wine. It is possible
that this practice of waterproofing the interiors of wine-jars is the origin of the taste for
resined wine that still is universal in Greece.
An analysis of a metal object disclosed a composition and treatment of ancient metal
such as have not previously been anywhere observed. A band of repousse work is composed of a thin inner strip of pure copper whi.chis plated on both sides with a white metal.
The appearance of the surface was that of silver, except for the unusual absence of corrosion,
but analysis proved that it was a metal composition consisting of 53% copper, 33% tin,
and 14% lead. The large percentage of tin would guarantee a permanent non-corrosive
surface which would be specially suitable for objects exposed to the elements. Quantitative
analysis of many bronze Athenian coins is providing information that, it is hoped, will
permit a more accurate chronological arrangement of the series than h.as hitherto been
possible, because of the progressive increase of the proportion of lead in the alloy.
The work of the present season was conducted in the following Sections, designated by
letters of the Greek alphabet on the City Plan of the American Zone published in Hesperia,
VI, 1937, p. 335, fig. 2; Rho (P), at the northern edge of the Zone; Sigma ('), in the northeastern corner; Upsilon (Y), Phi (4) and Chi (X), on the southern side; Theta Theta (00)
and Iota Iota (1.1),in the southeastern corner; Omicron Alpha (OA), on the slope of the
Acropolis south of Iota Iota (not included in the City Plan); Lambda Lambda (AA), in the
northwesterncorner, north of the Hephaisteion. Additional work was also done in Pi Theta
(110), south of the Hephaisteion, and about the Tholos in Sections Beta (B) and Zeta (Z).
The account of the progress of the work, which will be presented under the captions of the
various Sections, is largely based on the reports of the excavators in charge of the specified
Sections.
SECTIONRHO
Section Rho was excavated in 1936 down to the level of the Roman period, but the walls
of a Byzantine settlement in the area were left in place. The adjoining Section on the
west, Eta, had been similarly excavated in 1933. These two Sections were separated by
a modern street (Eponymon). Since the streets must be available for traffic as long as
residents remain in their neighborhood, it is necessary to postpone their excavation until
the surrounding areas have been cleared. Since the streets then furnish but a narrow
working area their removal proceeds slowly. Clearance of the northernhalf of Eponymon
Street was begun last season and it was continued this year under the supervision of R. H.
Howland. It proved t.o be the course of an ancient street which had been in use since
early Byzantine times serving the houses on either side. The view from the north given in
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Figure 5 shows a bit of the northern end of the street in the lower left corner, with the
Byzantine remains to the right and to the left, while the southern half of the street is visible
in the centre background.
The strata of successive deposits were clearly marked. Below modernlevel came a layer
containing early Turkish and late Byzantine pottery and coins, and below this was a deposit
with objects of the eleventh and twelfth centuries. Still lower came the main deposit with

Fig. 5. Byzantine Walls at North End of Area
a depth of about two metres which is dated by its potsherds and Vandal coins in the fifth
and sixth centuries. This filling was not stratified and it is clear that the site was not used
for a street until after its accumulation. Previously the site had been an open area, with
occasional monuments set up in it, in front of a large building of which the east end partially
unpderlay the later street levels.
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THE TEMPLE OF ARES
The building here found was the most important discovery of the season from the point
of view of the topography of the Agora. In the excavation of Section Eta in 1933 some
heavy foundation blocks were revealed in place, which were identified from their type as
belonging to a building of the fifth century B.C. At that time further exploration was impossible because of the presence of the modern street. Now with the removal of the street
and the overlying Byzantine walls the plan of the building in its entirety has been disclosed, as it appears in Figure 6, a photograph taken from about the same point as was
that reproduced in Figure 5. The building is a large rectangular structure of which the
poros foundation stones are preserved in some places, at the east end, to a height of five
courses; in other places the blocks are missing but the cuttings in the bedrock show clearly
where they had been placed. Both the cuttings and the preserved stones are seen distinctly
in the illustration.
The building, oriented east and west, measures 36.36 by 16.76 m. on the course below
the euthynteria. The foundation blocks had been carelessly laid throughout the area and
many had been removed, probably in late Roman times. They were not set on bedrock but
on a thin layer of small stones. Many of them have anathyrosis, drawn edges, and lewisholes which are not set in places suitable to their present position, an indication that these
blocks have been re-used. TJhis view is confirmed by the late type of mason's marks cut
on some of them. The ground level, which is partly preserved against the highest blocks
on the northern and eastern sides, is of the early Roman period, and to this age may be
assigned the construction of the present building. But the appearance of the blocks
themselves and the style of the surviving pieces of the superstructure point to the fifth
century B.C. as the time of their original fabrication. The architectural pieces include
fragments of triglyphs, of a ceiling beam, and of a cornice with mutules from which it is
possible to estimate the intereolumniation as 2.80 m. This will permit a restoration on the
existing foundations of a Doric temple slightly larger than tlhe Hephaisteion, with six
columns on the ends and thirteen on the sides. The temple was originally constructed in
the second half of the fifth century B.C. and was entirely rebuilt in the Augustan period, the
blocks being carefully lettered and numbered to guarantee their correct placement in the
reconstruction. Can this temple be identified with any one mentioned in the ancient
records?
The only temple in this general area of the Agora which has not been accounted for
by the discoveries already made by the excavations is the Temple of Ares. Pausanias
coming from the Dipylon entered the Agora in the northwest corner and described the
buildings on the west side of the street as far as the Tholos. These buildings have been
safely identified. Then proceeding Pausanias (I, 8, 4) says that "higher up are the
statues of the Eponymous Heroes and various other statues including one of Demosthenes,
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and that near the statue of Demosthenes was the Temple of Ares. Not far from the temple
stood the statues of the Tyrannicides, from which he passed to the Odeion, and this building
he says was near the Enneakrounos. When the rock above the Tholos was uncovered it
was clear that the Eponymous Heroes and the other statues had not been placed there since
no cuttings for bases existed. It thus became apparent that the statement of Pausanias had
been misinterpreted. A clue to the correct explanation had been secured when the Altar
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Fig. 6. Foundations of Temple of Ares after Removal of Byzantine Walls

of the Twelve Gods was definitely identified at the very north edge of the American Zone,
for pseudo-Plutarch (847 A) states that the statue of Demosthenes stood by that altar. Since
at the same time it stood near the Temple of Ares this large temple situated just south of
the Altar must be identified as the Temple of Ares.
The proposed identification is also supported by the sequence of the monuments south
of the temple. Nearby were the Tyrannicides who, according to Arrian (Anab. III, 16, 8)
stood opposite the Metroon. The space between the temple and the Odeion has not yet
been thoroughly investigated but that area is opposite the Metro6n and must be the site of
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the Orchestra, and there in fact the fragment of the base of the statues was discovered
in 1936. The next building in order, the Odeion, has been uncovered and identified,
and the Enneakrounos is the partially excavated Fountain House situated farther to

the southwest. Supplementary
confirmation of the identification
of the temple is provided by
the position of another statue,
the poet Pindar, which stood
by the temple according to Pausanias ([, 8, 4), but is located
by pseudo-Aeschines (Epis. 4, 3)
in front of the Stoa Basileios.
For althouLghthe problem of the
identification of that stoa is
not yet solved the building was
certainly situated in the northwest corner of the Agora.

I~~~~~~~

The discovery of this temple
has thus provided topographical
evidence of the utmost value,
which confirms the identification

IFig.7. Seated Figure of Philosopher or Statesman

of buildings previously uncovered
in the excavations and clarifies
the description of Pausanias. It
is now evident that the word
"higher up" (di'CoTeQw)used by
Pausanias means higher up the
street, and that the traveler after
describing the buildings on the
west side of the street as far as
the Tholos retraced his steps and
described in order the buildings
on the east side.

SECTION SIGMA
The northern part of this Section, which lies in the northeast corner of the Zone, was
excavated in 1936 under the supervision of R. H. Howland, who continued the work in it
during the present year. No additional buildings appeared in the area but a road was
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found to extend through it in a general direction from north to south. East of the road was
a large open space between it and the Stoa of Attalos. This road is part of the main
thoroughfareleading from the Agora to the Acropolis, stretches of which had already been
exposed in previous years; it can now be
traced with reasonable accuracy from its
entrance into the Agora at the northwest
corner to its terminus at the approach to the
Propylaea. The history of the road indicates
a long period of use extending from modern
times to the early Roman age. Beneath the
level of the modern street was a shallow
deposit of the Byzantine-Turkish epoch,
below which came a deep stratum of gravelly
earth which contained a few fragments of
pottery and a great many coins. This deposit,
which has a depth of more than two metres,
was evidently washed down by heavy rains
from the slopes of the Acropolis; it is dated
by the coins in the fifth and sixth centuries
Below it traces appeared of a late RoA.D.
man deposit of the third and fourth centuries
and still deeper came the hard packed surface of the early Roman road.
On the east side of the road a well preserved wall was uncovered which extends
through the area for a distance of more than
one hundred metres, and separates the open
area on the east from the buildings on the
west. It was built in the latter part of the
fourth century A.D. and was partially
destroyed in the sixth century. Early
Byzantine remains were not found east of
the wall but they extend up to it on the west
side. Adjoining the wall on the west and
Fig. 8. Standing Figuire of Togatus
running parallel to it is another wall which
supports a great drain that is a continuation of the water-channel providing the outlet
from the mill-race in Section Iota to the south.
A series of five life-sized marble statues, three standing and two seated figures of mein,
was uncovered just west of the wall. They were lying packed close against the wall at
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intervals of about seven metres, and apparently they were originally placed in a line
facing toward the west with their backs to the wall. The figures represent men clad in
voluminous cloaks. All the heads, which were made separately and inset in sockets, are
missing, and more or less damage otherwise has been suffered by the statues. The two
seated figures are similar in type but they differ in some details. The throne on which
the less well preserved figure is seated has a high curved back and has the forepart of
a lion forming the front of each of its sides. The other figure, which is shown in Figure 7,
is seated on a heavy marble stool without a back but with its sides elaborately decorated
with the foreparts of griffins, of which the large wings are carefully carved on the side
walls of the stool.
The three standing figures are very similar in pose and costume (Fig. 8). All wear
large cloaks which enwrap the bodies and arms, leaving only the hands free. In each case
the right forearm is raised with the hand resting in a fold of the garment at the breast.The left forearm is extended forward horizontally and supports the folds of the cloak.
Slight differences are noticeable in the position of the legs and in the quality of the workmanship, but the figures are undoubtedly about contemporaneous and they represent
a familiar type of Roman Togatus. It seems probable that a row of statues of philosophers
or statesmen was set up along the wall in late Roman times.
Apart from some small monument bases the only structure found east of the wall is
a large rectangular foundation which lies juist in front of the central part of the Stoa of
Attalos. Since we know from Athenaeus-(V, 212 f) that a bema existed in front of the stoa
from which the demagogue Athenion addressed the populace just before the Mithradatic
War (87-86 B.C.),this structure measuring 8.50 by 5.95 m. may be safely identified assthe
bema. It was built after the stoa with which it is aligned and it was destroyed in the third
century A.D. In front of the bema was the broad open assembly place of the Agora as
described by Athenaeus, and in this area remains of buildings are lacking.
SECTIONUPSILON
This Section, on the south side of the area, is located on the slope of the Areopagus,
of which the rock has been cut for the construction of the cellars of modern houses. Consequently no structural remains of antiquity are preserved except some light foundations
for Byzantine walls, but the clearance of the area under the direction of R. S. Young
revea.led the presence of eight wells and two cisterns which contained vases, pieces of
sculpture, and other objects of various periods from the seventh century B.C. to Turkish
times.
SECTIONPHI
Section Phi, excavated under the supervision of Eugene Vanderpool, lies northeast of
Upsilon and like Upsilon is located on the rocky slope of the Areopagus south of the actual
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limnitsof the Agora. It was occupied in antiquity by private houses and other small
buildings, but ancient and modern habitation failed to delete all traces of a more ancient
use of the site as a cemetery, for several gra-vesof the Protogeometric period (ca. 1000 B.C.),
cut in the living rock, had never been disturbed. One grave is that of an adult whose body
measures 1.65 m. in length. It was oriented north and south with the head at the south end.
The head and upper part of the body were covered by a stone slab on which were pieces
of a large round pail-like vessel made of coarse clay and burned at the bottom. The grave
contained only one vase, a one-handled Protogeomnetricjug which has the characteristic
decoration of its period, a series of concentric semicircles on the shoulder and a black-glazed
body with reserved horizontal bands.
An infant's grave of the same period was found close to that of the adult. The tiny
bones lay, with the skull acgainat the south end, in a cuttinigin the rock 0.50 m. long. The
grave contained no offerings buLtover it was a large round terracotta pail like that found
on the first grave. The pot was broken when it was placed on the grave, but it is completely
preserved except for one small piece.
A third Protogeometric burial was of the cremation type with the remains of the bones
deposited in a large urn which was set in a hole cut for it in the bedrock. Its top had
been sheared off in later times but it was probably an amphora, a shape of vase commonly
used for urn burials. On one side of it the rock had been further cut away to allow just sufficient space for placing beside it a goblet, which was lying on its side with the rim pressed
close against the side of the large vase. The goblet is preserved in perfect condition and
its surface has the hard smooth fine finish of the well baked specimens of the early Geometric
pottery. Other remains of the same -period were found in the area, and it is clear that
this entire hillside of the Areopagus was used as a cemetery in the Geometric age.
The scanty remains of the Greek period in the area include black-figuredpottery of the
sixth century secured from pockets in the bedrock and from a well, and a small rectangular
building with polygonal limestone walls which seems to have been constructed in the early
years of the fourth century. The Roman age is represented by a house in the southwest
corner of the area which was destroyed in the late third century A. D., and by a large
building which was constructed later and may have survived until the sixth century. A well
with a deposit of Roman objects beginning late in the first century A.D. proved to be the
deepest that had so far been dug in the Agora, extending down to a depth of 35.30 in. Since
the deposit is stratified it furnishes definite evidence for the chronological sequence of
Romranpottery.
SECTIONCHI
This Section, which was supervised by Miss Crosby, lies on the slope of the Areopagus, east of Upsilon and south of Phi. Because of the steepness of the slope the rock
had been cut away, as in Upsilon, for the cellars of modern houses and few traces of ancient
habitation have survived. The area, being outside of the Agora, was probably used only
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for private houses and small shops, and numerous wells and cisterns which had served
such houses contained deposits uncontaminated by modern intrusions. Two children's

graves with unimportant pottery of the late sixth century B.C. probably represent burials
made beneath the floors of houses since this part of the town was not officially available
for burial purposes at the late period indicated. A pit near the graves, dated about 480 B.C.
by the pottery in it, contained a great quantity of animal bones which were examined

Fig. 9. Paved Street beside Valerian Wall. View from the North

by N. Gejvall, a visiting student of zoology from the Unliversity of Lund. He identified
them as belonging to cattle, pigs, goats, sheep, a hen, a dog, and several kinds of fish. The
various wells yielded contents of both thle Greek and Roman periods.
SECTIONTHETATHETA
This Section, also excavated under the directioni of Miss Crosby, is located in the
sout-heasternpart of the Zone on the slope leading up to the northwestern end of the
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Acropolis. It lies just south of Section Eta Eta, excavated last year, and is about 130m.
distant from the south end of the Stoa of Attalos. At its soutthwestedge is the small church
of Hypapanti which has been left standing. The Valerian Wall, which had previously been
uncovered in the Sections to the north, extends through this area dividing it into a narrow
western strip and a wider area on the east. Directly west of the wall a stretch of the
broad street leading up to the Acropolis was uncovered. It was paved with large blocks,

Fig. 10O. Typical Section of Valerian Wall

most of which are still in place as may be seen in the view looking south shown in Figure 9.
Part of the same street was found beside the wall in the northern Sections and the evidence
there secured indicates a date in the early Roman period for the laying of the pavement.
The street itself served from early times as the main route from the Agora to the Acropolis.
The wall here as elsewhere in its course was constructed of re-used blocks of marble
and poros, many of them of very large size. At one point an inscribed marble stele firmly
fixed in its poros base had been left in its original position and had been incorporated into
22
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the wall. The face of the stele is badly weathered and the inscription has not been entirely
deciphered, but it is apparently an Imperial letter dating from the first half of the second
century A.D. Adjoining the base
on the north a large block of
Pentelic marble had been placed
transversely in the wall. This
and the erect stele beside it are
shown in Figure 10. Only the
square bottom of the block
appeared in the side of the wall
but a little scraping of the rubble
packing beneath it revealed
traces of letters on its face. It
was thereuponremovedfrom the
wall and proved to be the base
for a bronze statue dedicated by
Herodes Atticus (Fig. 11). The
footprints of the statue are outlined in the top of the base and
the ends of the iron dowels that
supported the heels are still
fastened in place by lead. The
dedication, written in handsome
letters on the front of the base,
states that on the vote of the
city HerodesAtticus of the Deme
Marathon dedicated the statue
of his friend the consul, Civica
Barbarus. The word "friend"
seems to have been added as an
afterthought since it is written
in much smaller letters than the
rest of the inscription and is
crowded between two of its lines.
Fig. 11. Base of Statue dedicated by Herodes Atticus
M.Ceionius Civica Barbaruswas
consul in Rome in 157 A.D., but little else is known about him. Perhaps it was the unimportance of the man that led Herodes to justify the erection of his statue by designating
him specifically as his friend.
The most important topographical discovery in this Section is a building that dates
from the end of the sixth century B.c., of which the north wall was uncovered last year in
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Section Eta Eta on the north. In its original plan the building measured 15.60 by 8.70 m.
with its long axis north and south, but not much later it was enlarged by an addition
2.40 m. wide on the east and south sides, so that the measurements of the building in its
final form are 18 by 11.10 m. The walls are built of carefully joined polygonal blocks, most
of which are of Kara stone, but the highest preserved course, that above the euthynteria
in the west wall, is constructed of rectangular blocks of various materials, poros, Kara and
Acropolis limestone. The natural slope of the hill is so great that the lowest course of the
north wall is nine courses (about 3.15 m.) lower than the remaining block of the south wall,
which seems to be a step foundation. Since the bedrock here has been cut and scraped
frequently for modern houses little evidence for the history of the building was secured.
Some of the blocks were removed in early Byzantine times but in general Turkish and
modern filling rested directly on the foundations.
No clue was found to assist in the identification of this small building and all that is
now possible is a conjecture based on its size, type, and location. It is situated high up on
the hillside southeast of the Agora and not too far from the steep place on the north side
of the Acropolis where the Medes ascended. In this general area Pausanias (I, 18, 1-3)
places three buildings, the sanctuary of the Dioscuri, the precinct of Aglauros, and the
Prytaneion. The new building could not well be either of the first two for they must be
located still higher up the slope and closer to the base of the Acropolis, since Lucian
(Piscator, 42) describes the hungry philosophers as clambering up to the Acropolis on
ladders placed in the Anakeion. But the Prytaneion must have been lower down since it
is the last building mentioned by Pausanias before he descends to the lower parts of the
city. The antiquity of the new building, its size, and shape would favor the interpretation
of it as the Prytaneion, and this identification may be tentatively suggested.
SECTIONIOTA IOTA
This Section, excavated under the supervision of A. W. Parsons, adjoins Section Theta
Theta on the south. Through its entire length from north to south the course of the
Valerian Wall is continued, which is preserved in places to a height of nearly three metres
but has been much repaired in modern times. The position of the Section falls on the line
along the north base of the Acropolis which separates the upper slopes that were too steep
for convenience in building from the lower gentler slopes where structures of considerable
size could be located. Only scanty remains of ancient buildings were revealed. Some
evidence was secured indicating the presence of a sanctuary of the fifth century B.c., and
other structures include a small circular building of early Roman date, a vaulted brick
drain of good Roman workmanship, and house walls of a Byzantine settlement of the
eleventh and twelfth centuries A.D.
One of the Byzantine walls contained a large statue base of Pentelic marble which bears
an inscribed dedication and the signature of the sculptor Praxiteles (Fig. 12). The base,
22*
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which is 0.737m. high, has mouldings at the top and the bottom but no cuttings on the
top surface. Presumably, therefore, it was constructed to support a marble statue.
The inscription records that a statue of Archippe, daughter of Kleogenes of the Deme
Aixone, was dedicated by her
motherArchippe, wife or daughter
of Kouphagoras of Aixone. The
letters of the inscription are
not made in the best style but
their shapes in general are similar
to those on the base signed by
Praxiteles found in 1936 (Hesperia, VI, 1937, pp. 339-342), and
they are appropriatefor a date in
the third quarter of the fourth
century. This is evidently, then,
the base of a marble statue of
a woman that was made by the
great Praxiteles. This Archippe
cannot be identified with any
other known woman of this name,
and it is impossible to conjecture
why she was honored with a
statue made by Praxiteles. The
statement of her family relationship is not clear. The genitive of
the name Kouphagoras after the
mother's name allows the mother
to be either wife or daughter of
Kouphagoras. In the former case
he
was her second husband, in the
Fig. 12. Statue Base with -the Signature of Praxiteles
latter he was grandfather of the
woman honored. Kouphagoras is a rare name which is recorded only in a reference by
Herodotus to an Athenian who was father of a combatant at Marathon.

SECTIONOMICRON
ALPHA
Just south of Section Iota Iota an unimproved road passes along a terrace on the hillside. This year the government decided to make this into a permanent surfaced highway
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to be part of an automobile road encircling the Acropolis. Since the Valerian Wall ran
beneath this road it was important that the area should be investigated before the reconstruction work was begun, and permissionto undertake this was sought and received by the

Fig. 13. Section of Valerian Wall uncovered in Acropolis Street

Agora administration. The area is included within the limits of the American Zone but as
it lies entirely on the rocky slope of the Acropolis it had not previously been assigned
a sectional title. For the purposes of record of this investigation the Section was, therefore,
called Omicron Alpha (C0Og ~4xeoff6hewc). The filling of the road proved to be entirely
modern but the wall was found in a fairly good state of preservation (Fig. 13). After the
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area had been cleared down to bedrock it was refilled with earth aiid returned in its original
condition to the Ministry of Communicationsfor the construction of the highway.
In following the course of the wall up the slope to the south the appearance of some
prehistoric remains led to a general investigation of the hillside over an area about 100 m.
long and from 15 to 40 m. wide, which resulted in several important discoveries. The line
of the wall was traced for its entire extent to the terminus against the bastion at the northwest corner of the Acropolis. Over much of the course the preservation is poor but at the

Fig. 14.

Building in Front of Kiepsydra

south end it was preserved to a height of seven courses (about 3.70 m.) over an earlier paved
the Klepsydra. When a stretch of nine metres of the wall was removed in
building beside1order to disclose the building beneath important confirmatory evidence for its date was
secured. Sixteen coins were found under the wall in a thin layer of mortar on the floor of
the paved building on which the wall was set. They were lying in a space of less than one
square metre and could have fallen there only at the time of the building of the wall. The
coins are classified as follows: Aurelian (270-275 A.D.), 10; Severina, 2; Tacitus (275-276), 2;
Florian (276), 1; Probus (276-282), 1. They thus form a small compact hoard of coins
which may have been dropped by a careless.workman, and they furnish valuable confirmation of the bits of evidence secured in Section Iota for placing the construction of the wall
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in the last quarter of the third century after Christ. It was mainly built of re-used blocks
which were evidently put together hastily, perhaps for the purpose of providing the city
with some means of defense after the walls and buildings had been destroyed by the Herulians
in 267.

Fig. 15. Interior of the Klepsydra

Another important discovery made in this area is a monumental stairway ten metres
wide which extends from the south end of Section Iota Iota up the slope to a point opposite
the Klepsydra, whence its course is continued in the form of a ramp around the Acropolis
to its entrance at the west end. The side walls are set in deeply cut trenches in the rock.
The east wall, built of blocks of poros, on part of which the Valerian Wall was later con-
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structed, is the better preserved, standing in places to a height of two courses. The date of
the construction of the stairway has not been definitely determined but the evidence so far
available suggests a time about the middle of the first century A.D. The possibility has been
suggested that this is the stair leading up the northwest side of the Acropolis which is
depicted on Athenian Imperial coins beginning with the reign of Claudius, and that this
construction is to be associated with the layilngof the marble stairs leading to the Propylaea
which has been attributed to the initiative of that Emperor.

Fig. 16. Vase of Polished Red Ware of Sub-Neolithic Period

The paved building situated just below the cave of Pan and the Klepsydra has been
entirely exposed by the removal of the section of the Valerian Wall which concealed its
west end (Fig. 14). This further clearance emphasizes its curious irregular shape, formed
by sides with the following approximate measurements: north, 18 m.; east, 1 im.; south,
25 m.; west, 6 m. It is difficult to conjecture the purpose for which the building was used,
unless it was planned as a large water basin. It is probable that its construction was contemporaneouswith that of the monumental stairway.
The interior of the Klepsydra was cleared and studied by A. W. Parsons during the
Summerwhen accumulations of water in Athens are at the lowest stage. After the removal
of 2.50 m. of water and 0.50-0.75 m. of modern filling the chamber was entirely revealed,
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measuring 4.50 by 2.25 m., with its walls and floor constructed of carefully cut and jointed
blocks of poros (Fig. 15). Water is conveyed to the chamber by three inlets set low in its
east wall, the flow in the dry season being at the rate of 100 litres per hour as indicated by
measurements taken over a period of a few days beginning on July 30. Three periods of
construction were noted: the earliest in the fifth or fourth century B.C., the second in the

Fig. 17. Jar of Polished Black Ware. From a Water-color by Piet de Jong

early Roman period, and the third in later Roman times but before the date of the building
of the Valerian Wall.
Only a thin deposit of earth remained on the upper slopes of the hillside of the Acropolis
where groves of small pines and cypresses are now growing, but when this had been
scraped away with g.reatcare so as not to injure the trees the surprising discovery was made
of a numberof wells of the prehistoric period. The twelve wells cleared were located, with
one exception, near the Klepsydra, the reason for such grouping being that there the water
table was high and it was necessary to dig only a short distance through the rock in order
to get an adequate supply. With the primitive tools at the disposal of the prehistoric peoples
it must have been a difficult undertaking to excavate the living rock and in fact the shafts
are poorly cut and extend only to depths varying from 1.80 to 8.80 m.
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Two periods of the prehistoric age are represented by the wells, four of them having
contents of the late Neolithic and of the Early Helladic type, and eight having a Middle
Helladic deposit. The deposits of the two periods were distinctive in their respective wells,
so that it is evident that the later peoples did not use the wells of their predecessors but cut
new shafts through the rock. In general the shafts of the Middle Helladic wells are deeper
than those of the Neolithic but
they are not made with any
greater care. The wells produced
a great quantity of pottery including several handsome vases
which are preserved in almost
perfect condition. Chips of obsidian were present in each well,
and mortars of gray volcanic
stone used for the grinding of
grain were found in wells of both
periods. Some human bones and
a skull were taken from the earlier shafts and animal bones were
found in both groups. The latter
were examined by N. Gejvall who
reported the presence of remains
of bones of the following: cow,
pig, goat, sheep, stag, red deer,
dog, bird, turtle, fish, with which
were shells of the murex. Supplementing the wells a few pockets
in the rock containing undisturbed prehistoric filling prove
that the early settlement here
must have been one of considerable size although no trace
Fig. 18. Middle Helladic Matt-Painted Vase. From a Water-color
of house walls of the period has
by Piet de Jong
yet been found.
The earliest prehistoric ware is hand-made and the better specimens have been given
a high lustrous polish. They are both black and red in color but one red jar has been
unevenly fired so that irregular patches of black appear. This ware seems to belong to the
very end of the Neolithic period, on the boundary between the Neolithic and the Early
Helladic. The jar of red ware has two lug handles each of which is pierced by two holes
aligned with two holes in the base (Fig. 16). Since such an arrangementwould be awkward
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for purposes of suspension it is possible that the pot was supplied with a cover which could
be held in place by withes or gut passing around the vase through these holes. A somewhat similar device appears on a jar of polished black ware but on that example the side
lugs have but a single hole each and, as there is no base to the pot, the correspondingpair
of holes is placed on the rim (Fig. 17).
Some vases which are certainly of the Early Helladic class were found but it is significant that in all the great quantity of sherds there was not one piece of a sauce boat, the
characteristic Early Helladic shape. A possible inference is that the sauce boat is a shape
that was developed later in the period than the time to which the Agora vases are assigned.

Fig. 19. Middle Helladic Jug with Bridged Spout. From a Water-color by Piet de Jong

The vases of the Early Helladic group are large but they are carelessly made by hand of
coarse gritty clay. They represent the cheaper type of household ware which is always
present in abundance in deposits of all periods.
On the other hand the next period, the MiddleHelladic (ca. 2000-1600 B.C.), is represented
by some fine complete pots which fall into two well known categories, the matt-painted
ware with dark decorations on a light ground, and the ware with decorations in white on
a dark ground. In the first group is a large two-handled vase which had been mended in
antiquity (Fig. 18). Holes had been drilled in pairs along the edges of the break for the
fixing of lead clamps, two of which are still preserved. The simple decoration, done in dark
brown paint on the buff ground, consists of a double band beneath the rim and a triple
band around the shoulder, from which slender inverted triangles are suspended. In the
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same technique is a spouted pitcher of graceful shape and of beautiful fabric (Fig. 19). It
has horizontal loop handles and a bridge across the spout at the rim. This vase is undoubtedly of local manufacturebut its shape resembles that of Middle Minoanvases found
at Knossos (cf. A. J. Evans, The Palace of Minos, I, p. 268, fig. 199 e). Absolute proof of
local origin of the ware is provided by a Fehlbrand, a cup of similar clay and technique, of
which the side had been indented by a thumb at the time the vase in leather-hardcondition
was placed in the kiln.

Fig. 20. Middle Helladic Light-on-dark Ware. From a Water-color by Piet de Jong

The second group of Middle Helladic ware, characterized by light decoration on a dark
ground, is illustrated by two good specimens (Figs. 20 and 21). The vases are hand-made
of coarse red clay on which the linear and curvilinear designs are painted in white. The
paint is flaky and is removed if subjected to any rubbing so that great care was necessary
in handling and cleaning the vases. Besides these two main groups of Middle Helladic
pottery many sherds of other contemporary types, such as Gray Minyan, were also found.
There was also much undecorated pottery, both hand-made and made on the wheel. Trhe
third prehistoric period, the Late Helladic, is represented by only a few sherds and practically nothing of the Geometric epoch was found in the area.
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SECTIONLAMBDALAMBDA
This Section is located on the north slope of Kolonos Agoraios, lying between the electric
railway and Section Kappa Kappa which was excavated last year, and as in that Section
the work here was directed by Mrs. D. B. Thompson. The rock slopes steeply toward the
north with a drop of more than seventeen metres from the level of the Hephaisteion to the
ancient road north of the railway. This deep space was filled with earth dumped here in
modern times, below which the ancient remains are few. In the Greek period the slope was

4

Fig. 21. Middle Helladic Spouted Jug. From a Water-color by Piet de Jong

occupied by metal working establishments with their furnaces, water works and casting
pits, in which pieces of moulds and of metal waste were still preserved. The entire hill was
given over to the bronze-casters, a fact which further confirms the view that the so-called
Theseum is in fact the temple of Hephaistos.
Scant traces remain of the period of Roman occupation, but to the early part of that era
may be assigned a great stairway at the north edge of the Section which led up over the
hill from the road in the excavated area north of the railway. In the Byzantine age, from
the eleventh to the thirteenth century, the site was thickly settled with blocks of houses,
which form part of the contemporaneoussettlement uncovered in the adjoining Section on
the north. This complex of Byzantine houses furnishes interesting information about the
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city of the period, and several cisterns with stratified deposits provide important chronological evidence for the study of the development of Byzantine pottery.

Fig. 22. Plan of the Agora and its Environs. Drawn by J. Travlos

Besides the main areas of excavation, work was also conducted in several Sections where
investigation had not been completed in previous campaigns. R. S. Young resumed the task
of clearing eighteen wells and four cisterns which had been discovered in Sections Gamma
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and Pi Theta in the past two seasons but had not been dug because of lack of time. The
area around the Tholos, situated in Sections Beta and Zeta, was the subject of a special
detailed investigation by H. A. Thompson, of which the results will be fully published in
a later Number of Hesperia.
By way of summarizingthe account of the excavations a plan of the excavated buildings
is given in Figure 22 which shows their relation to the surrounding terrain. The names
assigned to the buildings can be readily secured by reference to the GroundPlan published
in Hesperia, VI, 1937, pl. IX, opp. p. 360. The identifications have been based on a combination of archaeological and literary evidence, and any divergent theories must reckon
with both groups of data. It is futile, for example, to try to identify the great South Stoa
as the Stoa Poikile, as has recently been done, since it is certain that the South Stoa
was constructed only in the second century before Christ whereas the Poikile existed already
in the fifth. Many topographical problems of the area remain still to be solved and undoubtedly much light will be shed on them when the entire Agora shall have been cleared,
but in the meantime the identifications which have been suggested seem to be definitely
correct.
POTTERY

The most important additions made by this season's campaign to the Agora collection
of pottery are the many prehistoric vases found on the northwest slope of the Acropolis,
some of which have already been illustrated. These, like most of the other well preserved

n

Fig. 23. Panel of an Amphora. From a Water-color by Piet de Jong
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pieces, were secured from wells, since few early graves were uncovered this year. A brief
description will be given of some of the other more important vases, found in various parts
of the area, presented in chronological arrangement.
Reference has already been made to the discovery in Protogeometric burials of several
Vases of characteristic type. The late Geometric style is represented by considerable
material, and to the period of transition from the Geometric to the Proto-attic belongs
a panel from a partially preserved amphora which is decorated with an interesting group
of figures, the centre of which is occupied by a man and a woman who face each other over
a large object of uncertain character (Fig. 23). The woman carries an upright palm branch
in each hand while the man holds toward her in his extended hand an object which may
be interpreted as a crudely constructed
lyre, since a clearly identified lyre is
held by a man in a similar group on
a panel of an early Proto-attic hydria
in the National Museum,Athens (Collignon-Couve, Catalogue des vases
peints du Musee National d'Athenes,
pl. XX, no. 468). The attendant figures
on either side stand with clasped hands
and all hold palm branches. Another
important fragment of this style is the
neck of a hydria which is decorated
with a procession of women who stand
in similar pose, but who have their
hair arranged in long pointed nets
Fig. 26. Black-glazed Pater a
and wear skirts of an opaque white
color.
A deposit of early Attic pottery of the seventh century was found in a shallow well in
Section Upsilon. The vases in the filling, which was uniformly consistent, were cups of
characteristicProto-attic shape, a flat plate decoratedwith concentric bands, small oinochoai,
and one large oinochoe. The contents of this deposit are discussed by R. S. Young in a later
article in this Number.
Attic black-figuredware, typical of the sixth century, is illustrated by a nearly complete
example which was found in a closed deposit of the period together with several lamps, an
archaic terracotta seated figure, and other pottery including a black-glazed patera. The
vase is a stand in shape and has a decorative frieze set between two narrow bands of
rosettes (Figs. 24 and 25). The scene represents a woman who is mounting a chariot drawn
by four horses. Beside this group is a palm tree, and in front of the horses stands a man,
clad in voluminous garments, who has a laurel wreath on his head, holds a flower in his
raised right hand, and carries a large lyre under his left arm. Behind him a stag is standing
23
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beneath the branches of a second palm tree. The presence of the stag and the appearance
of the man with the lyre suggest that the figures should be interpreted as Apollo and
Artemis. The patera which was in the deposit with the stand is a particularly fine example
because of the excellent quality of the glaze and because of its good state of preservation
(Fig. 26).
The vases of the red-figured style of the fifth century illustrate various phases of the
development of that type of ware. In the earlier part of the period belongs a fragment of

Fig. 27. The Judgment of Paris on a Red-figured Fragment

a handsome vase, dated by Miss Talcott at about 470 B.C., with a representation of the
Judgment of Paris (Fig. 27). Three of the figures are preserved: Paris, who is sitting on
a rock on the right, Hermes, who stands in front of him, and Hera standing beside Hermes.
Part of the figure of the second goddess, Athena, was found but the figure of Aphrodite has
entirely disappeared. The later period of the style, the third quarter of the century, is
represented by a large fragmentary amphorawhich is decorated on one side by a quadriga
and a Nike (Fig. 28), and on the other by a Nike who is extending a patera to a bearded
man. A vase of this group, simply and carelessly decorated, has a curious shape (Fig. 29).
On a hollow ring-shaped base three small vases are attached, each of which has a hole in
the bottom that opens into the channel of the base. It recalls somewhat the scheme of the
kernos and may have been used for liquid offerings to the Eleusinian deities as that was for
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the first fruits of the field. It was found in a well on the Kolonos with a closed deposit
containing nothing later than the end of the fifth century. Other red-figuredpottery with
it included a krater and an amphora,the former decorated with a ceremonial scene in which
youths with wreathed heads are engaged, and the latter bearing a sacrificial scene in which
youths and a maiden are leading a bull to the altar.

Fig. 28. Red-figured Amphora

Considerablehousehold pottery of good quality but with simple decoration, dating from
the end of the fifth century, was taken from a well in Section Chi. The date of the deposit
was established by lamps, black-glazed bowls with stamped designs, and red-figured squat
askoi. The household ware included a shallow frying-pan, casseroles of various shapes and
sizes, and two-handledjugs with a deep convex shoulder (Fig. 30). The arrangementof the
two handles close to one another is peculiar, and it is difficult to perceive any advantage
23*
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Fig. 29. Red-figured Vase of Kernos Type

in handling that could be derived from it. The vase has a finely finished surface and is
decorated with two bands painted just above the sharp edge of the shoulder.
The usual amount of Hellenistic pottery was secured during the season but most of it is
duplication of material that was already in hand. But in regard to the wares of the Roman
period much valuable informationfor establishing their chronological sequence was provided
by stratified deposits in several wells, which also produced some unusual individual pieces.
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Fig. 30. Jug of Household Ware
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A remarkable vase came from a well on the Kolonos with contents dating from the first
century B.C. to the first century A.D. This is a one-handled pitcher of red ware with a well
finished surface (Fig. 31), of which the exterior is decorated with three large grotesque
figures that were made separately in moulds and attached to the wall of the vase. The
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Fig. 31. Vase of Roman Period decorated with Grotesque Figures. From a Water color by Piet de Jong

figure on the front is almost a skeleton in appearance; those on the sides, both from the
same mould, are equally grotesque with an elongated beak for a nose and with a pointed
cap pushed back on the head. They may represent caricatures of the comic actors in the
farces which were popular in Italy and Greece in the Augustan age. A vase in the Berlin
Antiquarium, decorated with similar grotesque figures, is dated by Zahn in the time of
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Augustus or Tiberius (81st Winckelmannsprogramm,p. 14), and is attributed by him to an
Anatolian factory.
A well deposit of the third century A.D. produced four one-handled cups with words
painted around the body in large white, letters of cursive shapes. The word 7?AHIFPAIA
is written in carefully made letters on one complete specimen (Fig. 32). This is probably
a proper name for, although the word is not otherwise known, the elements of the compound

_
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Fig. 32. Cup of the Roman Period with Inscribed Name. From a Watei-color by Piet de Jong

may be interpreted as meaning ' the old woman who slaughtered. The inscriptions on the
similar mugs are more appropriate since one bears a wish for long life, and another a greeting to the "1beautifulfair one.
From other wells with contents of the third century came seveial plastic vases of
similar type made in the form of a child's head with a smiling expression and large staring
eyes (Fig. 33). Slight traces remain of the white paint with which the surface had been
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covered, and of the red paint used for the pupils of the eyes, for the nostrils, the lips, the
necklace, and for a circle in the middle of the forehead. The presence of the large circle
suggests that these vases may have been manufactured for some ritualistic or dedicatory
purpose.

Fig. 33. Plastic Vase. Third Century A.D.

This brief account of the ceramic discoveries of the y ear shows that another large
addition of important pieces has been made to the Agora collection. It is an extraordinary
coincidence that in all the wreck and ruin of the site many vases of all periods have been
preserved in excellent condition. The result is that the types are illustrated not by sherds
alone, but by complete vases which permit appreciation of their bea-uty as well as knowledge of their technique.
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SCULPTURE

It is equally surprising that many pieces of sculpture have been found in the area. Most
of the works are products of the Roman period but occasionally pieces of an earlier age

Fig. 34. Marble Head of Aphrodite

appear, which have survived from the sack of Sulla and from other destructive upheavals
of the city. Only three of the marbles secured last year will be here presented.
A marble head of a woman of life size portrays an idealized type which may be reasonably interpreted as characteristic of Aphrodite (Fig. 34). The soft contours, the treatment
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of hair and brow, the long narrow eyes, the full cheeks, and the thick lower lip are elRments
of the style of Praxiteles and his followers. Although the head was found in a well with
contents of the first and second centuries A.D. it does not exhibit any obvious traces of
Roman workmanship, and may be safely regarded as a product of the Greek period. By
contrast with this handsome work the finish of the surface and the execution of details of
a small head of Aphrodite (height: 0.105 m.) are coarse and careless (Fig. 35). This head,

Fig. 35. Small Head of Aphrodite

which is perfectly preserved, resembles in style the head of the Knidian Aphrodite, and
seems to be a Roman copy of a Greek work of the fourth centu.ryB.C. It was made, however,
not later than the Augustan age, the date of the contents of the deposit in which it was
found.
The third piece of sculpture is a small marble statue of a sleeping child (Fig. 36). It is
not carefully finished, the spirals of the curls, for example, being coarsely made with a large
drill. The modelling of the body, too, is sketchily done, though it is better on the back of
the figure than on the front. In spite of the a-bsence of wilngs this is undoubtedly to be inter-
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preted as a statue of the sleeping Eros. It is a copy
made in the Roman period and, like many other
replicas, must have as an ultimate source a famous
prototype of the fourth century B.C., which served
as the inspiration for the authors of several graceful poems in the Greek anthology (Anth. Pal. XVI,
210-213).
TERRACOTTAS

Fig. 36. Statuieof the Sleeping Eros

Many terracotta figurines of all periods were
again found this season, as well as the moulds
from which they were made. A mould of good
workmanship of the late fifth century B.C. shows
a figure of Hermes, which is preserved nearly to the
knees (Fig. 37). The god wears a pointed cap and
has a chlamys arranged in elaborate folds thrown
over his shoulder. He holds a caduceus upright
in one hand and a money bag in the other. The
locks of the hair are carefully indicated and the
modelling of the nude part of the body is admirable.
Two interesting terracottas came from a deposit
with contents dating from the fourth to the second
century B.C. One is a figure of a goddess who is

seated on a high-backed throne,
wearing a polos on her head

and holding a patera in her
right hand (Fig. 38). This is
the usual type of representation of the Mother of the Gods,
but on her lap is a large object
which is probably to be interpreted as the sacred winnowing basket which was often
associated with the cult of
Demeter, who was closely affiliated with the Mother, if not
identical with her. The second
terracotta is also connected

with the worship of the Mother

Fig. 37. TerracottaMouldand ModernCastof a Figuireof Hermes
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(Fig. 39). It is cylindrical in shape
like a polos from her head (height:
0.135 m.).

The curved

front of the

cylinder is framed by thin strips of
terracotta irregularly made, giving the
impression of the folds of a veil. The
surface is divided into three horizontal
bands of graduated widths. In the
widest at the top is a seated figure of
the Mother toward whom an attendant
in front holds out a torch. In the middle
band are dancing women and in the
lowest are five small figures.

This cur-

ious object may have actually crowned
the head of a votive statuette of the
goddess, or it may itself have been a
dedication to her shrine.
Some terracotta toys illustrate the
lighter side of the daily life of the

Fig. 38. Terracotta Figure of Demeter

Fig. 39. Terracotta Votive Polos

Greeks. One of these is a horse which has a small
hole through the nose for a leading string, and
large holes through the body at front and back for
the axles which supported the four wheels that
replaced the legs (Fig. 40). The bridle and collar,
indicated in low relief, were probably painted red,
and the body of the animal was covered by a white
slip, some of which is preserved. Other terracotta
toy animals, which were similarly painted, were
found with lamps and other objects in a burial of
the fourth century A.D. The figures, which are
perfectly preserved, are two cocks, a dog, and
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Fig. 40. Terracotta Toy Horse

Fig. 41. Terracotta Toys

4

Fig. 42. Lamp with Cover in Place

Fig. 42.

Lamp with Cover in Place
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a standing animal which may be either dog or bear (Fig. 41). All the figures are hollow
and have pellets in the interior so that they were probably used by children as rattles.
LAMPS
Lamps of all periods have steadily accumulated with the result that the total number
now in the Agora collection is 3117. Several of the more interesting pieces found during
the season will be illustrated. One unusual example was among the offerings of miniature
vases in a child's grave dating from the second half of the fourth century (Fig. 42). This
lamp is fitted with a cover which has a boss on its under side to close the opening in the
bowl, and a tongue which fits the channel leading to the nozzle. On its upper side is a low
square knob which is pierced by a hole, and on the right side of the lamp is a pierced knob,
so that by a string or thong through these holes the lid could be fastened to the lamp and
could not be mislaid.

Fig. 43. Terracotta Lamps

356

T. LESLIE SHEAR

g~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~4

Fig. 44. Bronze Plastic Lamp

The significance of these scenes is not
apparent.
Some well preserved plastic lamps
exhibit a variety of shapes. One is a
bronze lamp in the form of a bearded
dwarf (Fig. 44), which has still in place
the bronze wire passing through the
head by which it could be suspended.
Another is a terracotta example in the
form of a boar which crouches on the
top of a conventional type of lamp
(Fig. 45). A small post extending above
the boar's back is pierced with a hole
for the purpose of suspension. A third
example, taken from a deposit of the
third century A.D., is in the form of

2

The need that was felt of covering the
bowl of the lamp in order to keep the oil
clean led to the development of the closed
receptacle, and the disc thus formed on the
top became available for decoration. This
later type is illustrated by the three specimens
shown in Figure 43 which came from a deposit
of the second century A.D., containing also the
two gems described below (Figs. 48 and 49),
and various other objects. These lamps are
signed on the bottom with the names of the
makers, the upper one being by Preimos and
the two lower by Elpidephoros. One of the
latter has its disc decorated simply with
a bull reclining to the right; the other has
an elaborate ritualistic scene in which Hermes
is represented as leading a rearing ram to
the sacrifice. The lamp by Preimos also
has a cult scene on the disc. A woman is
represented on the left holding a large platter,
on which is a cake, on her upraised left
arm. She is approaching a circular shrine
in which stands a cult statue of a goddess.

FA, 4

Fig. 45. Terracotta Lamp surmounitedby Boar
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a woman whose body is wrapped in winding cloths like the wrappings of a mummy
(Fig. 46). An object on her head resembling a stylized lotus adds to the Egyptian
appearance of the figure. The nozzle extends beyond the feet so that the lamp could
be used only with the figure in a supine position. Each foot has six toes but it is not
apparent whether this peculiarity has some unknown significance or is merely accidental.
COINS
In connection with the task of cleaning, identifying, and
cataloguing the 10,325 coins found during the season Mrs. Shear
noted several pieces of unusual interest. The earliest coin is
a silver obol struck in the time of Solon, 594-590 B.C., bearing the
device of an amphora of early Attic shape on the obverse and
a deep incuse square on the reverse. This type belongs to the first
group of coins issued by Solon after his adoption of the new Attic
standard. The oil amphora, in which the state's chief object of
export was carried abroad, was an appropriate symbol for coinsused by Athenian merchants, and seems to have served as a sort
of heraldic emblem of the city.
Another coin associated with Athenian history is a gold Persian
daric. It is of the early type with the familiar design, a kneeling Persian archer with a bow in the left hand and a spear in
the right on the obverse, and on the reverse an irregular incuse
stamp. Evidence of the destruction wrought by the Persians in
480 B.C. has been uncovered everywhere in the area and bronze
arrow heads used in the battle are often found in the debris; the
gold coin was presumably lost by one of the invaders at that time.
A bronze coin of uniqu'e type is a small fractional unit of Fig. 46. Lamp in Form of
the Imperial period of which the obverse and reverse designs
Recumbent Woman
are characteristically Athenian. On the obverse is the head of
Athena with a crested Corinthian helmet, and on the reverse is a tripod. But the
extraordinary fact about this coin is that the reverse side bears the name of the city of
Megara instead of that of Athens. This is specially surprising since these two cities were
bitter enemies throughout most of their history. The most plausible occasion for the
striking of such a type was in the time of Hadrian, who tried to reconcile the cities. When
his efforts were unavailing he used as his emissary a certain Marcus of Byzantium who had
great influence with the inhabitants of the mother city Megara, and was able to persuade
the Megarians to admit the Athenians to the celebration of their games, the Mikra Pythia.
The tripod on the coin is certainly to be associated with Apollo and its use for such an
occasion would be appropriate. The reconciliation of the cities must have been regarded
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as particularly important in view of their long
standing enmity, and was therefore commemoratedby the striking of a special issue of
coins.
Another unique coin is also one of an Imperial Athenian issue. It is the type which
has on the reverse the Agonistic Table, on
which stand a bust of Athena, an owl, and
sometimes a wreath. Beneath the table is an
amphora, and across the top are written the
names of some agonistic festivals. Those
previously known are the Hadrianeia, the
Olympeia, and the Panhellenia. Coins of this
type have been assigned to the period of
Hadrian, who instituted these festivals in
Fig. 47. Ivory Arm
Athens. The new coin is of the same type,
but across the toD of the table is the name
Eleusineia. It is possible that this is an alternative name for the Antinoeia, which were
also inaugurated by Hadrian at Eleusis.
Apart from the interest of such unusual specimens as have been described much valuable
information is being assembled about the entire chronological development of Athenian
coinage. This is made possible by the great mass of available material and by the fact that
coins are often found in stratified deposits which contain other criteria for dating. The quantitative analyses made by Caley of the metal of various types of Athenian issues are also
furnishing significant data to the same end. One of the more important results of this excavation will certainly be the determination on sound evidence of the correct chronology
of the sequence of the types of the later Athenian coinage.
INSCRIPTIONS

The discoveries in the field of epigraphy have been as numerous and as
important as usual, the total number of
inscriptions from the Agora now exceeding five thousand. Many new pieces
have been found of the stele containing
the auction list of the sale of the confiscated property of Alcibiades and the
other mutilators of the Herms. The new

Fig. 48. Carnelian Gem. Scale,

21/2:

1
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Fig. 49. Gnostic Gem. Scale, ccs.2: 1

material will necessitate an entire revision of the study of that famous document. Additional
pieces have also been secured of the Attic Tribute Lists of the fifth century, and improvements have again been made in the constitution of the Athenian calendar. Some dates of
archons have been corrected and the name of at least one archon, who was not previously
known, has been secured. This is Diodotos who, we know, followed Phanarchides in office,
so that if the year 192/1 assigned to Phanarchides is correct Diodotos must be placed
in 191/0. The most important calendar problem settled by the discoveries of the season
~~~~~~~~~~~~2
is that of the date of the archonship of Poly*
~
euktos. This was provided by a decree of
the year of Polyeuktos honoring the ephebes
of the preceding year of Thersilochos. By
this sequence Polyeuktos is placed in 243/2
and this much discussed problemis definitely
settled (see above, pp. 121-123).
Other names of men famous in Athens
are also included in the prosopographical
roster of the year. It has been conjectured
Fig 50
rknofAkbae
that a series of distinguished names, Hippias,
Kleisthenes, Miltiades, Peisistratos, may be
derived from a list of archons of the sixth
century. A didascalic record lists Sophokles
as tragic poet and Herakleides as actor in
24
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448/7, and in 436/5 Iophon, son of Sophokles, as tragic poet and Hermippos as comic poet.
Besides the historical personages many Attic names not previously recorded have been
secured from the documents. All this mass of epigraphical material is being handled,
studied, and promptly published in Hesperia under Meritt's supervision.
MISCELLANEOUSOBJECTS

Only a few objects can be selected from the great number of miscellaneous discoveries
for presentation in this Report. Embarrassmentof riches has made the selection difficult
and many items of perhaps equal interest and importance have necessarily been omitted
because of lack of space.
An ivory forearm (Fig. 47), which is made in the same exquisite technique as that of the
statuette of Apollo Lykeios found last season, is of special importance because of the con-

Fig. 51. Top Surface of Weights

text in which it was found. It came from deep in a well with a closed deposit of the
Hellenistic period, containing nothing later than the third century B.C. The arm, hand, and
fingers are closely similar to those of the Apollo, and the fixed date before which the piece
muisthave been thrown into the well is strong confirmationof the view that the Apollo also
was made in the Greek period.
Two gems were secured from a deposit dated in the second century A.D. One of these
is a carnelian seal on which the head of a bearded man is carved in excellent techniqlue.
Figure 48 shows the seal on the right and a modern cast of it on the left. The head is an
admirable portrait of the Roman period, perhaps of an Emperor,but it has not been possible
to identify the man portrayed. The second stone is a Gnostic gem of black steatite of the
Abraxas type (Fig. 49). On.the obverse a youth with the head of a cock is seated on a
chair holding a branch in his right hanid. The name Adonai is written around the edge of
the stone. The reverse has a series of thirteen letters, arranged in four lines, forming
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a word combinationwhich may be read the same in either direction, forwards or backwards:
ABAANAEANAABA.
This word occurs on other Gnostic gems but its significance is unknown.
The collection of ostraka from the Agora is steadily increasing in number and interest.
The total number of pieces is now 247 which are apportioned as follows among the names
listed in alphabetical order:
Alkibiades ..........1
Kallixenos Aristonymou................................
31
Aristeides ...........41
Boutalion ...........5
Habron .............3
Hipparchos .........9
30
Hippokrates ........
Kallias Didymiou.. 3

5
7
1
. 83

Kydrokles .......................................
Megakles .......................................
Peisistratos ..
.....................................
Themistokles ......................................

1-1

Xanthippos.....................................

Miscellaneous single names otherwise unknown ..... 17

It is remarkablethat two of the four men with the largest numberof votes, Hippokrates
and Kallixenos, are not otherwise known from any literary or historical reference. The
usual variety occurs in the form and
spelling of the names. The father's
name is generally added but occasionally this is replaced by the name of the
deme, and in the case of Themistokles
sometimesboth patronymicand demotic
are given. This year for the first time
Hippokrates appears with the designation of his deme so that now his name
occurs in three forms, being followed
by Alkmeonidou, or by Anaxileou, or
by Alopekethen. But in spite of this
variety of designation the man cannot
be definitely identified. A new ostrakon
of particular interest is one with the
name of Alkibiades son of Kleinias
(Fig. 50). It came from a disturbed
deposit in the vicinity of the Tholos in
which were some sherds dated as late
as the fourth century B.C., but the
letters are similar to those on the early
ostraka and the one preserved letter of
distinctive shape, sigma, has the early
three-barred form. It seems evident,
therefore, that this ballot was cast
against Alkibiades the Elder. Although
Fig. 52. Official Athenian Bronze Weights
24
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the ostracism of the elder Alkibiades is reported both by Lysias (XIV, 39) and by pseudoAndocides (IV, 34) this is the first ballot with his name which has so far been found.
The collection of official weights and measures of the city has been augmented by the
addition of three bronze weights which were found in a well deposit of the late sixth and
early fifth century B.c. (Fig. 51). They are preserved in good condition and all are
designated as official weights of the state by the words AEMOXION AGENAION incised
on their sides (Fig. 52). The largest unit, measuring 0.062 metre square, has an astragal on
its top surface and the word XTATEP indicating its weight, which is 810 grammes. The
second in size (0.04 m. sq.) has a Boeotian shield on the top and is marked a quarter,
TETAPTE; its weight is 199.5 gr. The third and smallest (0.032 m. sq.), weighing 127.5 gr.,
has a tortoise on the top and the word HEMITPITO, one-sixth. The metal of these objects
is still sound and little loss has been suffered by corrosion so that the present weights must
be regarded as about equivalent to the original values. While the ratio of the quarter to
the stater is perhaps sufficiently close, that of the sixth is so divergent as to indicate a lack
of any close adherence to a fixed standard on the part of the Athenian officials.
This in brief substance is the account of the more important results achieved by the
seventh campaign. Each year has furnished its rich quota of objects illustrating the life,
customs, and history of ancient Athens. As the task of excavation proceeds steadily toward
its conclusion the Agora is being revealed as a complete unit, and the many threads of
ancient life centring in it are being gathered together to form a comprehensive pattern.
Everything that has come from the Agora will remain in it so that the picture will not
be marred by the excision of any of its essential details, and the central point of concentration of all phases of the finished work will be the projected new museum where all the
varied ramifications of this great undertaking will be assembled together.
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