GREEK INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE ATHENIAN AGORA
THIRD TO FIRST CENTURIES B.C.
(PLATES23 and24)

1 (P1.23). Fragmentof grayish white marble,face only preserved,found in an early Byzantine contextalong the PanathenaicWay (Agora grid square K 5) on April 30, 1971.1
Height, 0.115 m.; width, 0.11 m.; thickness, 0.037 m.

Height of letters, 0.006 m.

Inv. No. I 7287
ca. 229/8-210/09
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This cutter inscribes his letters in a very inexact and sloppy manner, probably because he was cutting
very rapidly. It is difficultbecauseof the impreciseplacementof the letter strokesto differentiatealpha, delta,
eta, nu, and pi from one another.
Line 1. Dotted pi could also be eta or perhapsnu. Dotted omikronis read on the basis of a curvingstroke
in the upper half of the letter space. Of dottedlambdathe bottomof the left slanting strokealone is preserved.
Line 3. The letters read as 'As could also be ZLK or A.
Line 4. The upper right part of dottedpi appears at the edge of the break.
Line 5. Only the lower third of dottediota is preserved.
Line 6. In the blank space following the initial upsilon there appears a slanting hasta, viz., the initial
strokeof lambda.This is a misstrokewhich the cutterdid not botherto erase. He simply left the desiredblank
space and then inscribedlambda.Only the initial slanting strokeof dottedalpha is visible at the break.
Line 10. There appears only a small portion of the top right hasta of dottednu and the first vertical of
dottedeta.

This fragmentwas inscribedby the Cutter of IG 112, 1706 who was at work in Athens
from 229/8 to 210/09 B.C.See S. V. Tracy, Hesperia 47, 1978, pp. 247-255 for.a description of his lettering and a list of inscriptionswhich may be assignedto him. On the present
1I am indebted to Professor T. Leslie Shear, Jr., Director of the Athenian Agora Excavations, for
permission to publish these fragments and to Professor S. Dow for helpful commentson Agora I 7287. A
small grant from the Graduate School at The Ohio State University has supportedthis work in part.
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fragmentfive lines plus five interlinesoccupy 0.053 m. This fragmentcannot be associated
with any of the other known fragments.
The exact nature of this list of personsis not apparent. Line 4 in particularpuzzles. In
line 6 it would also be possible to restore E' KoXwvovi.The demoticspossible in line 7 are
'O7)EV, OlvaWog,
and ' OrpvvEvl.
2 (P1. 24). Fragment of grayish white marble, right side preserved,found in a Byzantine
wall (Agoragrid square N 6) on June 10, 1970.
Height, 0.224 m.; width, 0.158 m.; thickness, 0.085 m.

Height of letters, 0.006 m.

Inv. No. I 7138
ca. a. 185 a.

NON-ITOIX. ca.

77

(For the text of I 7138 see p. 59)
The surfaceof the stone has sufferedmuch wear and flaking which renderit exceedinglydifficultto read
at places.
Line 2. Only a bit of the bottomof the dottedomikronis discernible;a gash obliteratesall but the bottom
right tip of dottedchi.
Line 5. Dotted epsilon is very indistinct;in isolation, the remains could be taken for a sigma.
Line 10. Dotted epsilon could be a xi. Dotted iota is read on the basis of a very light vertical which appears, or seems to appear, before delta.

This ephebic decreevery closely parallels IG 112, 900, from which, in large measure,it
can be restored.The hand also is very close to, if not identicalwith, that of IG 112, 900. It is,
however,clearly a separatefragmentand not certainlypart of any other ephebictext known
from the period.
Line 1. The formulaicwordingof this phrase does not survive;see IG 112, 900, lines 3-4
for similar, though fragmentary,wording at the same point in the decree.
Line 4. The only archon names which suit the spacing in the years 190 to 180 B.C.,
accordingto the list of B. D. Meritt in Historia 26, 1977, pp. 180-181, are Zopyros and
Hippias. A decreehonoringthe ephebesin the year of Zopyrossurvives(Hesperia 15, 1946,
pp. 193-197). That decree appears to be separate and distinct from the present fragment;
thus, the restoration'17r7rLov,archonin 181/0, seems quite probablehere.
Line 10. The letters AHK seem certain and do not admit of a ready restoration.Perhaps we may restore - -' E7r]EtrjK[- -. The kappa would then in all probability be the first

letter of the name of the kosmetes.
Lines 16-17. See IG 112, 900, lines 19-20.
Lines 17-20. The names of the instructorshave been restoredfrom IG 112, 900 except
for the kosmeteswhose name may have begun with a kappa (above,line 10) and the paidotribes. 'Eppobwpos' EoprHov'AXapvEv1 is attested as paidotribes in 186/5 (Hesperia 15,

1946, p. 196, line 16), in 185/4 (IG 112, 900, line 22) and in anotheryear at about this time
(IG 112, 901, line 8). His name has also been read in Hesperia 30, 1961, p. 12 (line 10), an
inscription dated by the editor to paullo ante 186/5. The reading is incorrect;the first
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preserved letter of line 10, read as dotted nu, is an upsilon.2 The bottom of the central
vertical and the upper right slanting stroke are clearly preservedat the edge of the break.
The demotic therefore must have been [--?X]vEa and not [--' AXap]zp'a. The inscription

then apparentlydates to sometimeafter 185/4 when the paidotribeswas no longer Hermodorosof Acharnai.
In general, it should be pointed out, the evidencefor the instructorsat this time is thin
and fragmentary.The inscriptionsinvolvedare six in numberif we includethe presenttext.
The following table providesin chronologicalorder a summary of the certainly preserved
incumbentsrecordedon each of the other five.
186/5
Hesperia 15, 1946,
pp. 195-196
kosmetes

not preserved

185/4
IG 112, 900

0Eo(30vXos

ca. 185
IG 112, 901

ca. 180
Hesperia 30, 1961,
p. 12

not preserved

not preserved

HEpo-aosg

HEpo-atos

KLKVVVEV'

IvpqicaXov

171/0
Hesperia 15, 1946,
pp. 199-201
[-----]OA.

O[1]?

0?Eo30VXoV

'EXEvO-L'voS'
hoplomachos

akontistes

HEpo-aiosg

HEpo-atosv

Fv,u,uaxov

FvpqikaXov

KlKVVV,EV

KlKVVVEVS

not preserved

NLK6LaXos

KlKVVVEVS

not preserved

not preserved

'EpMoibdpos
'EopTlov

'EpMo'bcpos
eEOpTtOV

NLK6,uaXos
'A4tbvalog

NLKO/laXov
'AtbLvaZos

paidotribes

E-rTtoobwpos
f1po,3aV01-os'

'EpModbcpog

[?--DX]vEVs

not preserved

'AXapvEV'

'AXapvEV'

'AXapvEVs

katapaltaphetes

not preserved

not preserved

not preserved

NEacv8pov
fHEUEVSg
EK KEpakE1Wv

NEavbpos
EK KEpapE'wv

toxotes

So-os'

ECOS-o

not preserved

not preserved

"AkELt XoXapyEV'

not recorded

[------]

Kpwl4axos
f1aXX?vE1Vs

Hpoe'vov

1077rTTlog

grammateus

not recorded

Hpoe'Vov

1077,TTloS

not recorded

lELpaLEvs

The only continuousincumbentbetween 185/4 and 171/0 was the akontistes,Nikomachos
of Aphidna. Change in the instructionalstaff of the Ephebeia was apparently not infrequent, and the assumptionimplied by wholesale restorationthat the group as a whole continued for years at a time seems hazardous.With this then in mind, the restorationin the
new fragmentof the hoplomachos,the akontistes,and the katapaltaphetesmay be regarded
relativelycertain,the restorationof the toxotes merely probable.
3 (P1.24). Upper left cornerof a white marblestele, left side (claw chiseled)and (probably)
back at the left preserved,found in a modern wall (Agora grid square T 14) on May 10,
1973. The molding from top to bottomhas a fillet, a cavetto,and a flattenedovolo.
Height, 0.32 m.; width, 0.245 m.; thickness just under molding, 0.145 m., including molding, 0.185 m.

Height of letters, 0.005-0.008 m.
2

This was called to my attention by one of my graduate students, Mr. L. T. Hollern.
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Inv. No. I 7453
a. 178/7 a.
1
E7rT(Pt'xtowos, a'pXovr[oS0roi
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NON-ZTOIX. ca.
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This cuttervery often fails to inscribethe crossbarof alpha and the centralhorizontalof epsilon.
Line 4. Just the bottomtip of dottediota is preserved.
Line 5. Only the right slanting strokeof dottedalpha is visible along the break. Dotted upsilon is read on
the basis of a tip of a slanting strokewhich appears in the upper left part of the letter space.
Line 8. Of dottedeta, the top of the first verticalalone survives.
Line 10. Only the right slanting hasta of dottedalpha appears at the break. Dotted pi could be epsilon or
gamma.
Line 12. Beta could be read for dottedrho.

Line 2. The first letter of line 2 seems to be a psi beyond doubt. The vertical and right
slanting stroke are definitelypreservedon the stone and no other reading, therefore,seems
possible. A meeting on the 9th of Pyanopsion, a festival day, is not heretofore certainly
attested3and was surely unusual. We may supposethat an extraordinarymeeting called for
the 9th, the day of the Stenia, a festival for women,4 and the day following the Theseia,
provideda suitably special occasionto honorAntiochus,a philhellene and scion of the house
of the Seleucids.5
Agora XV, no. 194 providesthe calendarequation 22nd day of Pyanopsionequals the
30th day of the Prytany.Assumingregularity,the 9th day of Pyanopsionwould then be the
17th day of the Prytany.
Line 5. This man is not attestedelsewhere.
Lines 6-7. The rulers involvedare (in orderof mention):AntiochusIV Epiphaneswho
ruled Syria from 175 to 164, AntiochusIII Magnus (223-187), and Seleucus IV Philopator
(187-175). This text reveals that Antiochus,who in 189 went to Rome as a hostage,6had
I Cf. J. D. Mikalson, The Sacredand Civil Calendarof the Athenian Year,Princeton 1975,
p. 71.
4On the Stenia, see H. W. Parke, Festi'valsof the Athenians, London 1977, p. 88 and L. Deubner,
Attische Feste, Berlin 1956, pp. 52- 53.
5Among Antiochus' benefactionsto Athens, we hear of a golden aegis (Pausanias, v.12.4) and the building of the temple of Olympian Zeus on a grandiose scale (Livy, XLI.20,Velleius Paterculus, 1.10.1, Polybios, xxvi. 1.11).
6 See Livy, XLII.6.9 for his treatmentin Rome.
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been exchangedby 178/7 and was living in Athens. Previousto this it had only been established that in the year of his brotherSeleucus'death (176/5) Antiochuswas in Athens.7
Line 8. For the restoration,see IG 112, 905, lines 9-10.
4 (P1.23). Fragmentof gray marble, face only preserved,found in modernfill (Agora grid
square Q 21) on March 22, 1971.
Height, 0.15 m.; width, 0.12 m.; thickness, 0.085 m.

Height of letters, 0.006-0.008 m.

Inv. No. I 7235
ca. a. 175 a.
1
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[?
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]I zKal 1[-------

---------]?OY[-------Line 2. Of dottedlambdaonly the right hasta is preserved;mu, of course, is also possible.
Line 9. In a worn area to the right of upsilon along the edge of the breakappearsa strokewhich seems to
slant upwards slightly. This is the basis for dottedsigma.
Line 10. Only the right slanting hasta of the delta appears at the break.
Line 11. Dotted gamma could also be pi.

The precise nature of this honorarydecreeremainsunclear.The referencesin lines 3 to
6 seem to suggestthat an ambassadorand his family(?) are being honoredwith a crown and
perhaps with an invitation to dine at public expense. Extensive restorationdoes not seem
possible. We may restore exempli gratia in line 5 [--- e'
otJs!EG-TrE/axv[wG-,EV
avoVr o
bijuos'---]

and cite as a parallel IG

112,

786, lines 12-13.

The date is establishedby the hand of the cutter, the Cutter of I 247, who was at work
in Athens from 194/3 to 155/4. For a detailed descriptionof his lettering and a list of
inscriptionsby him, see S. V. Tracy, GRBS 14, 1973, pp. 192-195 and pI. 5. The present
fragmentcannotbe certainlyassociatedwith any of the other numerousfragmentsfrom his
hand.
I

Appian, Syriaca, 45.
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5 (P1. 23). Fragment of white marble, right edge preserved,found in a pithos (Agora grid
squares R 16-13) on July 8,1974.
Recognizedby the hand (Cutterno. 2 in S. V. Tracy, GRBS 11, 1970, pp. 330-331 and
pls. 26-28), the present fragmentis a non-joiningpiece (fragmente) of AgoraXV, no. 248.
It preservespart of the first decree. I providea text of the first 15 lines; for the remainder,
see Agora XV, p. 199, no. 248.
Height, 0.285 m.; width, 0.10 m.; thickness, 0.13 m.

Height of letters, 0.006-0.01 m.

Inv. No. I 7478
ca. a. 128 a.
1
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Lines 1-3. The fragmentis pockmarkedand much abradedat the top. Lines which seem to be strokesof
letters conformroughly to the shapes of the dottedletters.
Line 6. In isolation, dottedepsilon could be xi.

The language of line 9 and the formula for payment in lines 13-14 are unparalleledin
prytany decrees datable to the years 229 to 86 B.C. The phrase aKOAXO?'oIJs!
rOts' V0o/uOts!,
however, is quite common in the language of contemporaryephebic decrees (cf. IG 112,
1006, line 16, IG 112, 1008, line 54, and IG 112, 1011, line 36) and the payment formula
finds a close parallel in IG 112, 1023, lines 21-23 = Hesperia, Suppl. XV, pp. 74-77, no.
16, lines 22-24.
6 (P1.23). Fragmentof white marble,inscribedface alone preserved,found in buttress3 of
the Roman round building (Agora grid squareJ 5) on March 23, 1972.
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Recognizedby the hand of the cutter in lines 274 and 275,8 this fragmentjoins IG 112,
2336 at the bottom of column II and providesan importantnew reading in the last line of
the text.9The revisedtext is as follows. The new fragmentprovidesthe underlinedlettersin
each line.
Height, 0.12 m.; width, 0.085 m.; thickness, 0.075 m.
Height of letters, ca. 0.012-0.015 m.

Inv. No. I 7361
272 yv/pa[o-t'ap]Xos!

ES' ro

El)

7)C
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H

AaZ4Wz ['IK]qcptEVs

274

[[o]]

EMTLTV

8[rl]too-r'avr

pa7rECa'r Tv

[Ei] 4Aj; HIv[pp]os'
HH
Hlvppov
Aa/t7rrpETEvs'
Line 272. The bottomthird of the secondverticalof dottednu alone is preserved.
Line 273. Of dottednu only the first vertical is visible.
Line 275. Only the right slanting stroke of dotted delta is legible;just the left tip of dotted upsilon is
discernibleat the top of the letter space along the break.

The reading of pi in the final line requires the nomen Pyrrhos. The individuals in
question are Pyrrhos, son of Pyrrhos, of Lamptrai (PA 12520) and his brother, Buttakos
(PA 2934). Beforethe presentjoin editorshad been unanimousin restoringthe name Buttakos on the groundsthat Pyrrhoswas known from line 261 to have been Hoplite General in
97/6. Since the simultaneousholdingof more than one annual officewas not allowed at this
time,10and since, moreover,this is the last entry on the stele and thus probablythe recordof
a late contribution,it is apparent that Pyrrhos had charge of the bank on Delos in a year
prior to 97/6. The years 103/2, 101/0 and 99/8 are possibleand, so far as I can determine,
equally probable.Pyrrhos was one of the most prominentpublic figures of his day; he also
servedas Governorof Delos in 104/3 (ID 2599), as Herald of the Council of the Areopagus
in 98/7 (FdD III, ii, nos. 10 and 2, line 26 = Hesperia, Suppl. XV, p. 50), and as Hoplite
General in 97/6 (IG 112, 2336, line 261).
STEPHEN V. TRACY
THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

Departmentof Classics
414 University Hall

Columbus,OH 43210
8 See S. V. Tracy, Hesperia, Suppl. XV, The Lettering of an Athenian Mason, Princeton 1975 for the
methodologyemployed and a complete study of this cutter.
9The text referred to here is the re-edition by S. Dow, "The First Enneeteric Delian PythaYs,"HSCP
51, 1940, pp. 111-124.
l On this, see S. V. Tracy, "Athensin 100 B.C.," HSCP 83, 1979, pp. 221-225.
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