POTTERY AND MISCELLANEOUS ARTIFACTS
FROM FORTIFIED SITES
IN NORTHERN AND WESTERN ATTICA
(PLATES

1. Hymettos tower
2. Skala Oropou/Oropos
3. Kotroni/Aphidna
4. Katsimidi
5. Beletsi
6. Phyle fort
7. Aigaleos tower

25-3 1)

8. Kabasalafort/Panakton
9. Myoupolis/Oinoe
10. Plakoto
11. Gyphtokastro
12. Karoumpalotowers
13. Zikos' road

14. Bathychoriatower C
15. Agios Georgios
16. Panagia saddle
17. Kantili towers
18. Keratawest peak
19. Boudoron

T1 HE CHRONOLOGY and function of ancient fortificationsin northernand western
Attica have long been a matterof scholarlydebate.1Among the most importantdating
criteria for many of these sites, very few of which have been even summarilyexcavated,is
the scatterof pottery sherds on the surface. Advancesin the chronologyof black and plain
wares have made it possible to assign dates to sherds which were undatable a generation
' For a bibliography,see FA (see below), passim, esp. p. 8, note 18. To this should now be added Munn
(see below).
Works frequentlycited are abbreviatedas follows:
Agora IV
= R. H. Howland,The Athenian Agora, IV, Greek Lamps and Their Survivals, Princeton
1958
AgoraV
= H. S. Robinson,The AthenianAgora,V, Potteryof the Roman Period:Chronology,Princeton 1959
AgoraXII
= B. A. SparkesandL. Talcott,The AthenianAgora,XII, Black and Plain Pottery,Princeton
1970
Edmonson = C. N. Edmonson,"The Topography of Northwest Attica,"diss. University of Californiaat
Berkeley, 1966
FA
= J. Ober,FortressAttica:Defenseof the AthenianLand Frontier,404-322 B.C. (Mnemosyne
Suppl. 84), Leiden 1985
FMCA
= J. R. McCredie,Hesperia, Suppl.XI, FortifiedMilitary Camps in Attica, Princeton1966
Heimberg
= U. Heimberg, Das Kabirenheiligtumbei Theben III, Berlin 1982
"Koroni"
= E. Vanderpool, J. R. McCredie, A. Steinberg, "Koroni:A Ptolemaic Camp on the East
Coast of Attica,"Hesperia 31, 1962, pp. 26-61
Miller
= Stella G. Miller, "Menon'sCistern,"Hesperia 43, 1974, pp. 194-245
Munn
= M. H. Munn, "Studieson the Territorial Defenses of Fourth-CenturyAthens,"diss. University of Pennsylvania, 1983
"Phyle"
= W. Wrede, "Phyle,"AM 49,1924, pp. 153-224
Thompson = H. A. Thompson, "Two Centuriesof Hellenistic Pottery,"Hesperia 3, 1934, pp. 311-480
I could not have undertakento write this cataloguewithout a great deal of expert advice. I would like to
express my special thanks to John Camp II, who devoteda good many hours to identifying black and plain
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FIG.1. Map of northernand western Attica showing locationsof fortifiedsites
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ago. Although surfacepotteryis obviouslya less securechronologicalindicatorthan pottery
found within a stratifiedexcavationcontext, surfacesherdspoint to periodsduring which a
site was occupied and so constitute a primary resource for investigatorsinterestedin the
occupationhistory of unexcavatedsites. It is as a contributionto the historyand chronology
of the fortifiedsites of northwesternAttica that I offer the present catalogueof pottery and
miscellaneousartifactsstored in the antiquities collectionsof the AmericanSchool of Classical Studies at Athens (hereafterASCS) and of the German ArchaeologicalInstitute at
Athens (hereafter DAI), along with surface material I have noted during my own field
studies.
The sites representedin the catalogueare either fortificationsproper (fortresses,small
circuits, or military towers), walled settlements(Kotroni/Aphidna, Myoupolis/Oinoe), or
settlementslocatedclose to fortresses(Eleutherai,Agios Georgios). I have not includedmaterial from fortifiedsites which have been recentlyexcavatedor are in the processof being
excavated.2A numberof fortifiedsites have not yielded diagnosticsherds;in other cases the
few diagnosticsherds known do not contributeanything to our knowledgeof the history of
the site (e.g. Aigosthena).These sites are not includedin the presentcatalogue.
Most of the artifacts describedare chance surface finds, and all are from the three
sources mentioned above. Sherds in the ASCS collectionwere picked up by various members of the School. In no case is the name of the collectoror an accessiondate indicatedfor a
particularsherd, and it is seldom possible to determinea proveniencemore exact than the
site as a whole. The sherds, along with other artifactsin the collection,have been carefully
catalogued,however, and are labeled individuallyaccordingto site of origin.3The artifacts
in the DAI sherd collectionwere picked up by the archaeologistand topographerWalther
Wrede, mostly during the 1930's and 1940's. Wrede had a wide interest in the Attic countryside;his publicationsinclude a general guide to Attica, a study of Attic masonry styles,
and the results of his excavationof the Phyle fort.4There is, however, no recordindicating
what end Wrede had in mind when he collectedthe sherds,and his collectioncannotbe considered any more systematic than the ASCS collection. Wrede's sherds were catalogued,
wares, John Oakley, who identifiedand helped with the descriptionsof the decoratedwares, Judith Binder
and Hector Williams for help in dating late Roman lamps, John Slonaker who directedthe surveying for
figures 3 and 13, and Michele Mayor for setting type for the figures. I am, of course, responsible for any
remainingerrors in identifications,dates, or comparanda.I am deeply grateful to Richard Roehm, who took
most of and developedall the photographsfor the plates and to AdrienneMayor who drew the potteryprofiles
and site plans. My thanksto the Directorof the AmericanSchoolof Classical Studiesfor permissionto publish
material from the School collection and to the Director and staff of the German ArchaeologicalInstitute in
Athens for permissionto publish material from the Wrede collectionand for providingfacilities for its study.
My work in the ASCS and DAI collectionswas made possibleby grants from the Departmentof History and
Philosophyand the Office of the Vice-Presidentfor Researchof Montana State University.
2 For example, the round tower near the Dema wall, which was excavatedin 1979 (see Munn, passim),
and the fortressat Rhamnous, which is being excavatedby B. Petrakos:see the series of reportsin HpaKrLKca,
1979- and B. Petrakos,Rhamnous,A Concise Guide, Athens 1983.
3 The cataloguingof the ASCS antiquitiescollectionis an ongoing projectbut is mostly complete,thanksto
the efforts of Daniel J. Pullen and a numberof other scholarsassociatedwith the School.
4Attika, Athens 1934; AttischeMauern, Athens 1933; "Phyle."
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labeled, and made available for study in the 1970's.5The artifactsthat I observedon the
surfacewere recordedduring field trips undertakenfrom 1978 to 1985.6
The haphazardmanner in which the ASCS and DAI material was collecteddemands
that some care be used in analyzing the catalogue as a whole. The precise motives of the
variouscollectorscannot be determined,and we have no indicationof the criteriaaccording
to which certain items were picked up and retainedor others discarded.It seems probable
that many collectorshad no particularselectioncriteria,and any given site lot may include
material collectedby several individuals.Given the interestsof the majorityof the members
of the ASCS and of Wrede, we may presumea bias towardglazed potteryover coarsewares
and toward ancient over Mediaeval or modernmaterial generally. The resulting collection
is thereforeneither scientificallyrandom nor purposivelynon-randomand cannot be analyzed statistically as, for example, can surface pottery collectedby modern archaeological
surveyors.7On the other hand, the variety of collectorsand collectingperiods has resulted,
for some sites, in a rich assortmentof artifactsand probablymore than would be turned up
by a single sweep by an intensivesurvey.We can neverbe certainthat all occupationperiods
are representedby the materialfrom any given site, but the cataloguedoes give a reasonable
indicationof at least some of the periodsduringwhich a site was occupiedand in some cases
allows us to suggest when the site was first occupied. I hope that excavationsand surveys
will eventually be carriedout at the sites listed below. Until that time, the catalogueshould
be of use to those interestedin patternsof settlementin northwesternAttica, as well as those
interestedin the military organizationof the Athenian borderlands.
My own fieldwork was concernedwith the Classical period of occupation;hence the
Classicalmaterialis most thoroughlydescribed.I have, however,attemptedto include in the
catalogue all diagnostic sherds from the Geometric through the late Roman periods. For
some sites the ASCS and DAI collections include large quantities of non-diagnosticbody
sherds and coarse wares; I have not, generally, included these in the catalogue, but the
presenceof non-diagnosticpotteryin the variouscollectionsis indicatedfor each site. I have
not catalogued artifacts postdating Late Antiquity (6th century after Christ) but have
indicated the presence of Mediaeval pottery in the site descriptions. Several of the sites
yielded prehistoric material; this is described briefly, but a more thorough study by a
prehistorian(especially of the material from Kotroni/Aphidna) is highly desirable. I have
leaned heavily on the relevantvolumes of the Athenian Agora excavationsfor comparanda.
Dates given in Agora XII for late 4th-centuryB.C. shapes have been revisedwhere necessary
5See F. Brommer,"Antikendes Athener Institutes,"AM 87, 1972, pp. 256-281, a very useful catalogueof
sites representedin the Wrede collection,along with brief descriptionsof the materialfrom each site and such
notes as exist as to the dates and conditionsof collection.
6 The dates of my visits to the various sites are listed in FA, chap. VII (notes).
7 For an overviewand bibliographyof modernsurveytechnique,see Archaeological Survey in the Mediterranean Area (BAR InternationalSeries 155), D. R. Keller and D. W. Rupp, edd., Oxford 1983, chaps. 1-4.
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in accordancewith the redatingof H. A. Thompson's Hlellenisticpottery Group A on the
evidenceof the Koroniexcavationin easternAttica.8
Full descriptionsand bibliographiesfor each of the sites may be found in FA. I have
includedhere plans and photographsonly of sites for which accurateplans or photographs
have not been published or are especially difficultto obtain. The order of sites is counterclockwisefrom the northeast,following the orderadoptedin FA. Unless otherwise indicated, all potteryis black glaze on pink-buff Attic fabric.FA numbersrefer to the site descriptions in Chapter VII of that volume. ASCS numbers refer to the sherd collectionor other
cataloguenumber in the AmericanSchool antiquities collection.DAI numbersrefer to the
cataloguenumberin the Wrede collection."JO"indicatesthat the sherd was seen by myself
on the site.
CATALOGUE
D. = diameter, H. = height, p. = preserved,Th. = thickness, W. = width. All measurementsare in meters.
The ancient name, where known and differing,follows the currentname. Elevationsnoted in parenthesesare
above sea level.
1.

Hymettos tower (FA la, ASCS A34)
Watchtower located on a secondary peak (726 m.) at the northern end of Mt. Hymettos.
All sherds were seen either on top of the tower itself or in the rubble immediately surrounding
the tower.
1.1. Lamp fragment, disk and side (JO= FA,
around wick hole. Crumbling, orange clay. 6th
p. 133, sherd d). Unglazed. 4th or early 3rd cencenturyafter Christ.
tury B.C.
In addition to the sherds describedabove, there
are
numerousbodysherdsand glazed roof tiles in the
1.2. Body sherd, West Slope ware (JO = FA,
rubble
aroundthe tower. The three sherdspublished
p. 133, sherd e). White painted decoration on
by
McCredie
(FMCA, p. 118; now in the ASCS colblack glaze. 3rd centuryB.C.9
lection) from this site are all late 5th or early 4th
1.3. P1. 25. Roman lamp fragment, nozzle and
century. The new material suggests that occupation
disk (JO = FA, p. 133, sherd f). Disk: small
here continuedinto the Hellenistic period, with percircles. Rim: globules;in front, loops. Raised edge
haps a period of reoccupationin Late Antiquity.

2. Skala Oropou/Oropos (FA l g)
Fortification associated with a settlement, located on a hill (80 m.) above the harbor of the
moderntown of Skala Oropou.
All sherdsfroma recentlyplowed field on the east side of the acropolishill.
8 On the chronological significance of the Koroni material, see E. Vanderpool, J. R. McCredie, and
A. Steinberg,"Koroni:The Date of the Camp and the Pottery,"Hesperia 33, 1964, pp. 69-75 and the recent
commentsby S. Rotroff in The Athenian Agora, XXII, Athenianand ImportedMoldmadeBowls, Princeton
1982, pp. 107-108.
9 On the dates of West Slope ware, see Thompson, pp. 438-447.
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2.1. Pheidias mug, body fragment (JO = FA,
p. 140, sherd a). Cf. Agora XII, no. 217; third

quarterof 5thcenturyB.C.
2.2. Fig. 4:a. Lekanis(?), lid fragment(JO = FA,
p. 140, sherd b). Broken underside. Good black
glaze; scrapedband on concaveupper surface. 5th
or 4th centuryB.C.
2.3. Fig. 4:b. Kantharos, foot fragment (JO =
FA, p. 140, sherd c). Small, moldedring foot. Late
4th or, more probably,3rd centuryB.C.

Many coarse-ware sherds and black-glazed
roof tiles were noted in the field in which the three
cataloguedsherdswere seen. Many sherdscan also be seen on the west slopes of the hill and in the
fields below. No. 1 seems to confirm occupation
here around the time of the PeloponnesianWar,
when Oroposservedas an Athenian base (Thucydides, viii.6o.i).

3. Kotroni/Aphidna (FA 2a, ASCS A8, DAI 197)
Fortified deme center locatedon a hill (366 m.) in the center of the plain of Aphidna, about 3
km. south of the town of Kapandriti.
Exact provenienceof the artifacts is not indicated,but they are likely to have come from the
relativelyflat top of the hill, within the circuitwall.
3.1. P1. 25. Bowl fragment, handle and body
(DAI). Handmade. Brownish red fabric outside,
dark red inside. Neolithic?
3.2. P1.25. Stone celt fragment(DAI). Hard, gray
stone; well worked and smoothed. D. 0.045. Cf.
S. A. Immerwahr, The Athenian Agora, XIII,
The Neolithic and Bronze Ages, Princeton 1971,

nos. 222-224. Neolithic?
3.3. P1. 25. Decorated body sherds, numerous
(ASCS, DAI). Dark paint or glaze on lighter fabric. Neolithic-Late Helladic.
3.4. P1. 25. Gray Minyan ware, numerous body
sherds (ASCS, DAI). Middle Helladic.
3.5. P1. 25. Handle, matt painted (ASCS). Dark
brown paint on hard, tan fabric. Middle Helladic.
3.6. Goblet, foot fragment (DAI). Light-tan fabric; brown glaze decoration.Late Helladic.
3.7. Goblet, foot fragment (DAI). Similar to
No. 6.
3.8. Fig. 4:c, P1. 25. Goblet fragment, stem and
foot (ASCS). Brownish glaze on stem and top of
foot. Light-tan fabric. D. foot, 0.045. Late
Helladic.
3.9. Goblet, foot fragment (ASCS). Similar to
No. 8.
3.10. Goblet, stem fragment (ASCS). Similar to
No. 8.
3.11. Body sherds, several (DAI, ASCS). Brown
glaze decoration on light-buff fabric. Late
Helladic.

3.12. P1. 25. Krater(?), body fragment (ASCS).
Geometric design on outside in reddish glaze;
black glaze inside. Geometric.
3.13. P1.25. Open shape, body fragment(ASCS).
Geometricdesign on outside in black glaze; black
glaze on inside. Tannish fabric.Geometric.
3.14. P1. 25. Pyxis, red-figured body fragment
(ASCS). Outside: female(?) figure in mantle and
chiton standing above ornamental band. Inside:
wide reserved band. This sherd is described by
McCredie (FMCA, p. 82 and note 170) as "possibly a stand."Secondquarterof 5th centuryB.C.
3.15. Skyphos, Corinthian type, two body fragments (DAI). One fragment with horizontal
black-glazedband;one with vertical banding. 5th
centuryB.C.
3.16. P1. 25. Skyphos, Attic type, foot fragment
(DAI). Torus ring foot. Brownishblack glaze; reserved: resting surface and underside. Circle on
centerof underside.5th centuryB.C.
3.17. Pheidias mug (or ribbed oinochoe), body
fragment (ASCS). Third quarter of 5th century B.C.
3.18. P1. 25. Bell-krater, red-figured body fragment (ASCS). Ornamental band, stopped meander. 5th or 4th centuryB.C.
3.19. Fig. 4:d. Bowl, rim fragment (ASCS). Outturned rim. Good reddish black glaze, misfired.
Cf. Agora XII, nos. 802-808; Thompson, A 71.
4th or early 3rd centuryB.C.
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FIG.2. 4. Katsimidifortification,sketchplan basedon the plan by C. von Strantzin E. Curtius, SiebenKarten
zur Topographievon Athen, Gotha 1868, pl. 7. a "watchtower" b highest crag and lookout post
c rubble circuit wall

3.20. Fig. 4:e, P1. 25. Kantharos, foot fragment
(DAI). Molded foot, concave underneath;deeply
grooved resting surface. Dull black glaze; reserved:resting surface. Cf. Agora XII, nos. 701704. Secondhalf of 4th or early 3rd centuryB.C.
3.21. Lamp, nozzle fragment (DAI). Black
glazed. ProbablyAgora IV, Type 25A. 4th or 3rd

centuryB.C.
3.22. Kantharos,foot fragment (ASCS). Molded
foot. Similar to examples found at Koroni. Reddish glaze on buff fabric. First or second quarter

of 3rdcenturyB.C.
3.23. Bowl, rim fragment (ASCS). Outturned
rim. 3rd centuryB.C.
3.24. P1. 25. Ribbon kantharos,fragmentof handle and lip (DAI). Dull black glaze. 3rd or 2nd
centuryB.C.
Surfacesherdsare fairly numerouson the hilltop;
great numbers of coarse-ware sherds and roof tiles
can also be seen on the lower north and northwest
slopes of the hill. In additionto the catalogueditems
there are considerablenumbers of nondescriptand

cooking wares in the ASCS and DAI collections.
Similar material from this site is in the British
School at Athens, sherd collection, lot Attica 2.
Nos. 1 and 2 suggest that occupation on the site
began in the Neolithic period. Cf. a chert blade
found by McCredie (FMCA, p. 82). The considerable amounts of Gray Minyan ware in both the
ASCS and DAI collectionssuggest a significant settlement in the Middle Helladic period. Nos. 6-11
indicate Mycenaean occupation,confirmingthe report of S. Wide ("Aphidnain Nordattika,"AM 21,
1896 [pp. 385-409], p. 388) that Mycenaean material was presentat the site (questionedby McCredie,
FMCA, p. 82, note 169). The site was probablyreoccupied(althoughcontinuousoccupationis a possibility) by the Geometricperiod (Nos. 12, 13). The
absenceof datable material from the Archaic period
may be due merely to accidents of collection. Certainly the site was occupied in the mid-5th century,
through the 4th, and into the 3rd. Whether the absence of late ancient material is significant or not is
unclear. Byzantine yellow-glazed sherds in ASCS
and DAI collectionsdemonstratelater reoccupation.

4. Katsimidi (FA 2c). Fig. 2, PI. 26:a-c
Fortificationon the peak of a steep hill (850 m.) on the west side of the Klidi pass, about 7 km.
north of the town of Barimpompi.
Sherd found at the eastern end of the peak.
4.1. Fig. 4:f. Spur kantharos fragment, shoulder
and lower handle (JO). Cf. Agora XII, nos. 700714. Second half of 4th century. Note, however,
that similar examples were found by McCredie

(FMCA, p. 56, no. 1, pl. 3:2) at Kastraki,datedby
him to the last quarter of the 4th century, and at
"Leipsydrion"(FMCA, pp. 60-61, no. 1, pl. 3:1),
dated by him to the late 4th or early 3rd century.
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FIG.3. 5. Beletsi fortification,plan. a rupestralinscription b highest point and lookout post c ancient(?)
semicircularstructure d modern(?)round structure e best-built section of the circuit wall
Coarse-ware sherds are quite common on the site,
as are roof tiles, but this is the only diagnostic sherd I
have seen in three visits. Access to Katsimidi was re-

stricted until recently and the only previously published photographsand plan of the site are in volumes which are very rare (cf. FMCA, pp. 57-58).

5. Beletsi (FA 2d, DAI 205). Fig. 3, P1.26:d, e
Fortificationon the peak of Mt. Beletsi (841 m.), a western extension of Mt. Parnes, 4.5 km. to
the west-northwestof Kapandriti.
All JO sherdsare fromthe topmostcrag of the peak, at the north side of the site.
5.1. P1. 26. Pheidias mug, foot fragment (DAI).
Cf. Agora XII, no. 217. Third quarterof 5th century B.C.
5.2. P1. 26. Bowl or one-handler, lip fragment
(DAI). Fine black glaze. 5th or early 4th century B.C.
5.3. Fig. 4:g. Bowl, foot fragment(JO). Ring foot,
worn resting surface. Cf. Agora XII, nos. 778800. Late 5th or early 4th centuryB.C.
5.4. Fig. 4:h. Bowl, foot fragment(JO). Ring foot.
Worn black glaze inside, unglazed outside. 5th or
4th century B.C.
3.5. Roman pot, body sherd (DAI). Deeply
combedoutside. 5th century after Christ.

5.6. P1. 26. Roman lamp, rim fragment (JO).
Paneled rim with zigzag. Crumbling,orange clay.
6th centuryafter Christ.
5.7. PI. 26. Bronze arrowhead (DAi). Barbed,
three-edged with interior cast socket. H. 0.023;
W. (at barbs) 0.010; D. socket 0.0035. Cf. A.
Snodgrass, Early Greek Armour and Weapons,
Edinburgh 1964, p. 152, fig. 10: 3B.5; D. M.
Robinson,Excavationsat Olynthus,X, Metal and
Minor MiscellaneousFinds, Baltimore 1941, no.
2122 (type G IV). On date, see Robinson,p. 405.
First half of 4th century B.C.
5.8. Obsidian blades (JO, DAI). Three in DAI,
severalothers noted by author at peak.
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5.9. P1. 26. Rupestral inscription.
BAP
On the horizontal face of a small triangular outcrop overlookinga steep drop at the north side of
the site (see Fig. 3 at a). The inscription is apparently completeas it was cut; there is no sign of
breakage at either side of the outcrop. Letter
height: 0.20; total length of inscription: 0.395.
The letters are cut deeply and evenly. The tops of
the letters point to magneticnorth.
The obsidian blades may representa prehistoric occupation(cf. FA, p. 144 with note 40), but
the earliest period of historic occupationappears
to be late 5th or early 4th centuryB.C. (Nos. 1-4).
Other evidencefor Classical occupation:T. Tunberg and C. E. Dull report a 4th-century sherd
(see FA, loc. cit.); Munn (p. 155, note 30) reports
a black-glazedring foot to a cup or bowl, datable
to the 5th or 4th centuryB.C. Nos. 5 and 6 appear
to represent a reoccupation;the disk to another
lamp of the 5th or 6th century after Christ was
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seen by Munn (loc. cit.). The arrowhead is evidence for the military nature of the site, and the
date of the type offered in OlynthusX (see No. 7)
agrees with my tentativedate for the first historic
periodof occupation.
The significanceof the rupestral inscription
(No. 9) is unclear. It is presumably an abbreviation. One possible reading might be Bap(aOpov).
A barathronwas a place from which criminals
were thrown to their deaths.'0Accordingto Lysias (XII.78), the democraticopponentsof the Thirty Tyrants, who occupieda strongholdnear Phyle
in 404/3, had a special place at which they killed
"banditsand evildoers";it is possiblethat 4th-century border garrisons sometimes executed noncitizen criminals by throwing them over a cliff.
The existenceof a barathronat Beletsi, which was
apparentlyoccupiedat about the same time as the
Phyle stronghold, is at least conceivable, and a
single step forward off the inscribedledge at Beletsi would certainly result in a fatal fall. Other
readingsmay, of course, be advanced.

6. Phyle fort (FA 3a, DAI 38)
Fortresslocatedon a steep hill in the southernfoothillsof Mt. Parnes, about 6 km. (by winding
road) north-northwestof the town of Chassia (Phili).
At least some of the DAI material is probably from Wrede's excavation of the fortress;see
"Phyle."Nos. 7 and 8, for example, are not typical surfacefinds.
6.1. Fig. 4:j. Pyxis, foot fragment (DAI). Ring
foot, slightly profiledon outside. Dull black glaze;
reserved:resting surface and underside.Traces of
circles in reddish glaze on underside. Cf. Agora
XII, no. 1509. 5th century B.C.?
6.2. P1. 27. Askos, spout fragment (DAI). Cf.
Agora XII, nos. 1174-1178. Fourth quarter of
5th-first half of 4th century B.C.
6.3. Fig. 4:k, P1. 27. Cup-kantharos,foot (DAI).
Four palmettes within rouletting. Molded foot,
concavebeneath;groovedon resting surface.Good
black glaze; reserved:resting surface. Cf. Agora
XII, no. 672. Second or third quarter of 4th century B.C.
6.4. Fig. 4:i. Cup-kantharos or kantharos fragment, handle and bowl (DAI). Fine black glaze.
10

See RE II, 1896, s.v.

Secondor third quarterof 4th century B.C.
6.5. Spur kantharos fragment, handle and rim
(DAI). Cf. Agora XII, nos. 707-710. Second or
third quarterof 4th century B.C.
6.6. Ribbed oinochoe, body fragment (DAI). Cf.
Agora XII, nos. 104, 130, 131, 134. 4th century B.C.
6.7. Fig. 4:1, P1. 27. Attic skyphos, type A, foot
and much of body (DAI). Mended from two
pieces. Torus ring foot. Good black glaze; reserved:resting surface and underside. Circle and
dot on underside in black glaze. The lack of extreme bulging in the upper body separates this
example from the skyphoi in Thompson's Group
A. Cf. Agora XII, no. 350. Secondor third quarter of 4th century B.C.
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FIG.4. Potteryfrom Skala Oropou/Oropos(2), Kotroni/Aphidna (3), Katsimidi(4), Beletsi (5), Phyle fort (6)
6.8. Fig. 4:m, P1.27. Small bowl with broadbase,
complete profile (DAI). Four palmettes inside.
Scraped band at join of body and foot. Grooved
ring foot. Slight nipple on underside. Purplish
glaze; reserved: resting surface. Cf. Agora XII,
nos. 882-889. Early 4th-early 3rd century B.C.
6.9. P1. 27. Open shape, red-figured body fragment. Upper half of head of youth in profile to
left, wearing fillet. Late 5th or 4th centuryB.C.
6.10. Moldmadebowl, base fragment(DAI). Late
3rd or 2nd century B.C.
6.1 1. P1. 27. Roman lamp fragment,rim and disk
(DAI). Framing ring; rim: small circles. Crumbling, tan clay. 5th or 6th century after Christ.
6.12. P1. 27. Roman lamp, handle fragment
(DAI). Pierced handle; crumbling,tan clay. Possibly = Wrede, "Phyle,"p. 220, no. 36. 5th or 6th
century after Christ.

6.13. Lead clamp for mendinga pot (DAI).
Wrede makes note of the black-glazedpotteryuncovered in his excavation (cf. his comments in
"Phyle," p. 200: "Massen von schwarzen Firnisscherben"found in the fill of the terracebuilt against
the inside walls), but he did not publish detailedlists
of it, since there was inadequatebasis for a detailed
chronology of black pottery at the time. Nos. 1-7
(perhaps retained by Wrede as examples?) demonstrate that the fort hill was occupiedduring the 4th
century,almost certainlyby mid-century.This tends
to confirmthe evidenceof the red-figuredbell-krater
and other red-figuredfragmentsfound in the excavation ("Phyle,"pp. 212-216). Furthermore,S. Rotroff's refined chronology of moldmade bowls in
Agora XXII (footnote8 above) allows us to date the
moldmadebowls publishedby Wrede (pp. 216-218,
fig. 16) to ca. 225-175 B.C. The bowl fragmentswere
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included in the fill of the terrace built against the
walls of the fort ("Phyle,"p. 200) and thereforeprovide a terminus post quem of the late 3rd or early
2nd century for the constructionof the terrace.This
new dating allows an old chronologicalcontroversy
to be put to rest.
G. Saflund ("The Dating of Ancient Fortifications in SouthernItaly and Greece,"OpArch1, 1935
[pp. 87-119], pp. 109-110) consideredthe terraceto
be contemporarywith the architectureof the existing
fort. Saflund argued that the fill provided a "most
definite terminus a quo, viz. the end of the fourth or
the beginning of the third century B.C. [for the constructionof the terrace]"and stressedthat "nota single potsherdin the filling belongs to so late a date as
the secondcenturyB.C." (loc. cit., citing Wrede'sown
comments,"Phyle,"pp. 221ff.). Hence Saflund dated the existing remains of the fort to the early 3rd
centuryB.C. Since the moldmadebowls in the terrace

fill are from the late 3rd or early 2nd century, Saflund's proposedchronologyis disproved.The building style of the fort, which Wrede thought indicated
an early 4th-centurydate and Saflund found consistent with an early 3rd-centurydate, is clearly insufficiently developedfor the late 3rd or early 2nd century B.C."1 We must, therefore, assume that the fill
was, as Wredethought,depositedsome time after the
fort was built, and the major argument against an
early to mid-4th-centurydate for the existing fort is
eliminated.
The moldmadebowls, along with fragmentsof
West Slope ware also noted by Wrede ("Phyle,"
p. 200), suggest continued occupationof the fort at
least down to the last quarter of the 3rd century.
Nos. 11 and 12 constitute evidence for a Late Antique reoccupationof the fortress.This was probably
the periodduring which the terracewas built against
the inside walls of the fort.

II
On the characteristicsof developed Hellenistic fortifications,see F. E. Winter, Greek Fortifications
(Phoenix, Suppl. 9), Toronto 1971, pp. 324-332; A. W. Lawrence,GreekAims in Fortification,Oxford 1979,
pp. 426-428.
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FIG. 6. 8. Kabasala fort/Panakton, plan based on the plan by M. Zagorissiou in M. Petropoulakouand

E. Tsimpides-Pentazos,Ancient GreekCities, 21, Attiki,Athens 1973, fig. 31. a main gate b sherd
concentration c Mediaeval building dniches

7. Aigaleos tower (FA 3d, DAI 45). Fig. 5
Signal tower locatedon the highest peak (453 m.) of Mt. Aigaleos, between the Thriasian and
Athenian plains.
Nos. 1 and 2 are fromthe immediatevicinityof the tower.
7.1. Fig. 7:a. Saltcellar, lip fragment (JO = FA,
pp. 148-149, sherd a). Convex walled. Cf. Agora
XII, nos. 943-946. Second quarter of 4th century B.C.
7.2. Fig. 7:b, P1. 27. Bowl, foot fragment (JO=
FA, p. 149, sherd b). Groovedring foot, D. 0.075.
Fine black glaze; totally glazed. Cf. Agora XII,
no. 832. Third quarter of 4th century B.C. Note,
however, that a similar example was found by
McCredie at the Patroklos Island site (FMCA,
p. 23, no. 4, pl. 3:13). If this site is a Ptolemaic
camp, as McCredie suggests, the shape probably
continueswell into the 3rd century.

7.3. Cup, foot fragment (DAI). Reddish glaze.
Archaicor Classical.
I noted a fair number of black-glazedand coarseware sherds in the immediatevicinity of the tower.
J. E. Jones, L. H. Sackett,and C. W. J. Eliot ("To
LA\,4a:A Surveyof the Aigaleos-ParnesWall," BSA
52, 1957 [pp. 152-189], p. 186) report finding the
foot of a kantharosdatingto the fourthquarterof the
4th centuryB.C. The four diagnosticsherds from the
site are sufficientlyclose in date to indicate occupation in the Classical-early Hellenistic periods,with
mid-4th centuryoccupationprobable.

POTTERYAND MISCELLANEOUSARTIFACTSFROMATTICA

209

8. Kabasala fort/Panakton (FA 4a, ASCS A63). Fig. 6
Fortresson the south slope of a conical peak (713 m.) at the southwesternend of the Skourta
plain, between the towns of Kako Nistiri (Panakton)and Kabasala(Prasinon).
Black-glazedsherdsare quite profusejust outsidethe southeastwall of the fort;apparentlythey
have been washed out of the fort by rains. All JO sherdsare fromthis area.
8.1. P1.27. Decoratedbody sherd (ASCS). Handmade, burnished exterior, decorated with dark
brown paint. Light-tan to pinkish fabric, poorly
fired and grayish at center. Neolithic or Early
Helladic.
8.2. P1. 27. Open shape, decorated body sherd
(ASCS). Concentric circles in worn black glaze.
Protogeometric.
8.3. P1. 27. Closed shape, decorated body sherd
(ASCS). Concentric circles in worn black glaze.
Protogeometric.
8.4. P1. 27. Column-krater, red-figured upperbody fragment(ASCS). Decorativeband at shoulder: tongue pattern. Below: head of youth to left.
Ca. 460-430 B.C.
8.5. Fig. 7:c, P1. 27. Skyphos, Attic type (ASCS).
Torus ring foot; D. 0.104. Fine black glaze;
scraped band at join of body and foot; reserved:
underside. Cf. Agora XII, nos. 343-345. 460420 B.C.
8.6. Fig. 7:d. Pheidias mug, foot fragment
(ASCS). Very low foot; D. 0.112. Fine black
glaze; reserved: resting surface, underside with
glazed circle near outer edge. Cf. Agora XII,
nos. 202, 203. Third quarterof 5th centuryB.C.
8.7. P1. 27. Pheidias mug, foot fragment (ASCS).
Recessed underside. Very worn black glaze.
Third quarterof 5th century B.C.
8.8. P1. 27. Bell-krater, red-figured body sherd
(ASCS). Part of mantled figure. Second or third

quarterof 5thcenturyB.C.
8.9. Fig. 7:e, P1. 27. Kantharos, foot and part of
body (ASCS). Ridged inside. Nipple on underside. Ring foot, D. 0.045. Poor, worn black glaze;
reserved:resting surfaceand underside.Cf. Agora
XII, no. 646. Third quarterof 5th centuryB.C.?
8.10. Fig. 7:f, P1. 27. Lekythos, rim fragment
(ASCS). Fine black glaze. Cf. Agora XII, no.
1123. Ca.

425B.C.

8.11. Fig. 7:g. Concave-walled saltcellar, foot
fragment (ASCS). Recessed underside; foot
grooved on the resting surface. D. foot 0.068.

Good black glaze; reserved:underside.Cf. Agora
XII, nos. 934, 935. Fourth quarter of 5th century B.C.
8.12. Lamp, fragment of rim and filling hole
(ASCS). Good black glaze. Cf. AgoraIV, no. 243,
Type 24A. Third or fourthquarterof 5th century.
8.13. Fig. 7:h. Bowl, foot (JO). D. foot 0.043.
Splotchy black glaze; reserved:underside. Heavy
gray fabric with orange slip. Probably Boeotian.
Cf. Heimberg, no. 292. Mid-5th centuryB.C.
8.14. Fig. 7:j. Lekanis(?), foot fragment (JO).
Ring foot, D. 0.118. Streakyblack glaze. 5th cen-

turyB.C.?
8.15. Fig. 7:i, P1. 27. Kantharos, foot (ASCS).
Slight depressionin center of bowl; slight nipple
on underside. Molded foot, concave beneath,
grooveon inside edge of resting surface.Secondor
third quarterof 4th century,possibly later.
8.16. Bowl fragment, foot and lower body
(ASCS). Ring foot, D. 0.088. Streakyblack glaze.
Cf. Agora XII, nos. 828-842. Second or third
quarterof 4th century.
8.17. Bowl, rim fragment (ASCS). Outturned
rim. Cf. AgoraXII, nos. 802-808. 4th centuryB.C.
8.18. Large fish-plate, foot fragment (ASCS).
High ring foot, groovedresting surface. Reserved:
resting surface. Cf. Agora XII, no. 1071 and fishplates found at Koroni. Mid-4th-early 3rd century B.C.
8.19. P1. 27. Bowl, base fragment (ASCS).
Stamped palmettes and rouletting. 4th century B.C.
8.20. P1. 27. Plate, base fragment (ASCS).
Stampedpalmettes.4th centuryB.C.
8.21. Bowl, rim fragment (ASCS). D. 0.156. Cf.
Agora XII, nos. 830-842. Third quarter of 4th
centuryB.C.
8.22. Fig. 7:k. Bowl or one-handler,foot fragment
(JO). Rouletting and stamped palmette. Ring
foot with groovein resting surface.Reddishglaze;
reserved:resting surface and underside. 4th century B.C.
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8.23. Fig. 7:1.Bowl, foot fragment (JO). Rouletting. Ring foot, worn resting surface; D. 0.096.
Scrapedband on lower body;grooveat top of foot.
Totally glazed. Cf. Miller, no. 25. Late 4th or ear-

ly 3rdcenturyB.C.
8.24. Fig. 7:m. Bowl or one-handler, foot fragment (JO). Ring foot, worn resting surface; D.
0.084. Totally glazed. Cf. Miller, no. 35. Late 4th
or early 3rd centuryB.C.
8.25. Fig. 7:n. Bowl, foot fragment (JO). Ring
foot; grooved on resting surface. Totally glazed;
light-gray fabric. Cf. Thompson, A 20. Late 4th
or early 3rd centuryB.C.
8.26. Fig. 7:o. Fish-plate, rim fragment (ASCS).
Turned-down rim, D. 0.15. Reserved: band at
edge of lip. Cf. Agora XII, nos. 1061-1076; "Koroni,"no. 20. 4th or early 3rd centuryB.C.
8.27. Fig. 7:p, P1. 27. Lamp, nozzle fragment
(ASCS). Glazed base. Cf. Agora IV, no. 303,
Type 25B. Last quarter of 4th or first quarter of
3rd centuryB.C.
8.28. Fig. 7:q. Kantharos, foot fragment (JO).
Molded foot, concave beneath; groove on inside
edge of resting surface, D. 0.046. Reddish glaze;
reserved:underside.4th or 3rd centuryB.C.
8.29. Fig. 7:r. Bowl, foot fragment (JO). Carination on lower body. Ring foot with worn resting
surface, D. 0.096. Totally glazed. Classical or
Hellenistic.
8.30. P1. 27. Miniature bowl, base. Completely
glazed. D. base 0.020. A votive? Classical or
Hellenistic.

211

8.31. P1. 27. Stele base (JO). Inside a post-Classical building within the walls (Fig. 6 at c), near
the south gate. Grayish white limestone, 0.65 x
0.25 x 0.40 thick. Stele cutting:0.33 x 0.09 x 0.06
deep.
No. 1 providesthe only evidencein the ASCS and
DAI collectionsfor prehistoricoccupationof the site,
but a recent StanfordUniversity survey of the area
has turned up Middle and Late Helladic material.
Nos. 2 and 3 suggest the existence of an early Dark
Age settlementon the hill; the steep hillside location
resembles the sites of other settlements from this
period, and the Stanfordsurvey has confirmedoccupation here in the Protogeometricand Geometric
periods.'2 There can be no doubtthat the site was occupied by the mid-5th century and that occupation
continued,at least sporadically,down to the late 4th
or early 3rd century. After that time there is no evidence for occupationof the site until the Mediaeval
period. Mediaeval yellow- and green-glazed wares
are quite commonon the site, and several examples
are in the ASCS collection.The probably Boeotian
bowl, No. 13, and other gray-fabricbody fragments
on the site and in the ASCS collection demonstrate
that some non-Attic wares were used here. It is
tempting to guess that the Boeotianswho destroyed
the fort of Panaktonin 422 B.C. (Thucydides,v.3.5)
left this pottery,but this is hardly a necessarythesis;
cf. the Boeotian material found at Eleutherai (IIB
below). The votive(?) miniature may suggest religious activity on the hilltop; cf. the rock-cut niches
nearby the fort (Fig. 6 at d, P1.27:a; cf. FA, p. 153).
The stele base, No. 31, is interestingin light of the
scarcityof publishedinscriptionsfrom northwestern
Attica.

9. Myoupolis/Oinoe (FA 4b, ASCS A66, DAI 7)
Fortifieddeme centerlocatedat the easternedge of the Mazi plain, about 3 km. east of the town
of Mazi (Oinoe).
9.1. Fig. 7:s. Bowl or one-handler, foot fragment
(ASCS). Ring foot, D. 0.092. Reserved: underside. Cf. Agora XII, nos. 765, 802. Ca. 450350 B.C.

9.2. Plate, rim fragment (JO = FA, p. 154, note
69). Fine blackglaze. Slight ridge underlip. Mid4th centuryB.C.

M. H. Munn and M. L. Zimmermann Munn, "The Countrysideof Panakton on the Attic-Boeotian
Frontier: First Season of the Stanford Skourta Plain Project,"paper given at 87th General Meeting of the
AIA, abstractAJA 90, 1986, p. 195, and personalcommunicationfrom M. H. Munn.
12
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9.3. Fig. 7:t. Plate, foot fragment (ASCS). Ring
foot, D. approx. 0.14. Dull black glaze on resting
surfaceand underside.Inside very worn. Cf. Agora XII, nos. 1059-1060; "Koroni,"no. 13. Mid4th-mid-3rd centuryB.C.
9.4. Fig. 7:u, P1. 28. Fish-plate, foot fragment
(ASCS). Scraped groove around central depression. Grooved ring foot, D. 0.142. Good black
glaze. Cf. Agora XII, nos. 1069-1076; "Koroni,"
no. 22. Late 4th-mid-3rd century B.C.
9.5. Lamp, nozzle fragment(ASCS). Black glaze.
ProbablyAgora IV, Type 25A. Ca. 375-275 B.C.
9.6. Convex-walled saltcellar(?), foot fragment
(ASCS). Probably4th centuryB.C.
9.7. P1. 28. Pyramidal loom weight, upper part
(ASCS). Hard, orange fabric with white inclusions. Max. H. (at break) 0.025, max. W. (at
break)0.054. Cf. Thompson, pp. 475-476; "Koroni," no. 90; G. R. Davidson and D. B. Thompson,
Hesperia, Suppl. VII, Small Objects from the
Pnyx I, Princeton 1943, pp. 65-94. The Thompson and Koroniexamplesand the closestPnyx parallel, all unglazedcoarsefabric,are Hellenistic.
9.8. P1. 28. Stamped amphora handle (ASCS).
Medium-coarseorange clay with white and black
inclusions, no glaze or slip. Knidian.
KY--- --NE
YE----HTPI
0
Kvy[booE]vE IVS[ Aq/A

I1[v]

Identical to A. Dumont, Inscriptions c&ramiques
de Grece, Paris 1872, p. 293, nos. 140, 141. Cf. ibid,

p. 293, nos. 142, 143 and p. 175, no. 200; V. Grace,
"StampedAmphoraHandles Found in 1931-1932,"
Hesperia 3, 1934 (pp. 197-310), nos. 180-183. For
the date, see V. Grace, "The Middle Stoa Dated by
Amphora Stamps," Hesperia 54, 1985 (pp. 1-55),
pp. 31-35: Knidosperiod VI A. 107-98 B.C.
9.9. P1. 28. Roman plate, rim fragment (DAI).
Two groovesjust below the lip. Very poor black
glaze. Agora V, Group K. 3rd or 4th centuryafter
Christ.
9.10. P1. 28. Roman plate, body fragment (DAI).
African red slip with stamped pattern. Agora V,
Group L. 3rd-5th centuryafter Christ.
9.11. P1. 28. Several body fragments of late Roman wares (DAI). Unglazed, deeply combedoutside. Agora V, Group M. 5th and 6th centuries
after Christ.
9.12. P1.28. Roman plate, rim fragment.Cf. Agora V, M350. Late 6th centuryafter Christ.
Diagnostic sherds are relativelyscarceon the surface, but massesof coarseware can still be seen. The
catalogueincludes no certain 5th-centurypieces, but
Edmonson (p. 32) records pottery indicative of occupation "fromthe (mid- ?) fifth centuryto the Hellenistic period"including "red-figuredware, quantities of fifth and fourth century black-glazed,
stamped, and rouletted wares, some West-slope
ware and 'Megarian Bowls'." On the basis of this
descriptionand the cataloguewe may guess that the
site was continuouslyoccupiedfrom (at least) the 5th
century B.C. to the 6th centuryafter Christ. Edmonson (loc. cit.) also notes the existence of Byzantine
material,to the 10th centuryafter Christ.

10. Plakoto (FA 4e, ASCS A64, DAI 12)
Signal tower and small fortificationlocatedon the east end of a ridge at the northernedge of the
Thriasian plain, about 6.5 km. northof Eleusis.
10.1. Fig. 7:v. Cup-kantharos, rim fragment
(DAI). Molded rim, D. 0.15. Worn black glaze.
Cf. Agora XII, nos. 649-663. This example is
rather large and thereforeprobablyfairly early in
the series. Early to mid-4th centuryB.C.
10.2. Fig. 7:w. Convex-walled saltcellar, rim
fragment (DAI). Cf. Agora XII, nos. 946, 949.
Secondor third quarterof 4th centuryB.C.
10.3. Fig. 7:x. Lamp, foot (JO = FA, p. 158).
Agora IV, Type 25A. Ca. 375-275 B.C.

10.4. Fig. 7:y. Bowl, rim fragment (ASCS). Incurved rim, dull black glaze. 3rd or 2nd century B.C.?
Nos. 1 and 2 providetentativeconfirmationof the
early or mid-4th century date I had suggested for
this site in FA on the basis of No. 3 and the building
style of the tower.
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(HavaKTrov)>>,
FIG. 8. 11. Gyphtokastro,plan based on the plan by E. G. Stikas, ((AvaGTKacuh 'E\EvOuEpWv
HpaKTrKa,

1938, pp. 41-49, pl. 1. a road through the fort b internal building ("citadel")

Gyphtokastro (FA 5a, ASCS A54, DAI 1, 2). Fig. 8, P1. 28
Fortress on top of a steep hill on the southeast side of the Kaza pass, to the east of the modern
Athens-Thebes highway. An ancient roadway (see Fig. 8 at a) passes through the site, entering the
east gate, running inside the south wall, and out the west gate. Although the traces of the ancient
road are obscured by modern roadbuilding about 100 meters west of the west gate, it obviously
originally joined the main ancient road through the pass (see FA, pp. 1 19-120). A temple site and a
settlement (ancient Eleutherai) are below the fortress hill to the east.
11.

A. Fortress hill
Black-glazed sherds are most commonly found near the peak of the hill inside the north wall.
All JO sherds are from this area. This find-pattern, however, is determined at least in part by the
thick vegetation covering much of the southern side of the site. The ground slopes to the south, and
were the vegetation cleared, we might expect to find many more sherds in this sector.
11.1. Horizontally ribbed mug, two body sherds
11.4. Mug, lip fragment (DAI 1). Late 5th or
(DAI 1). Cf. Agora XII, nos. 198-200. Second
early 4th centuryB.C.
half of 5th century B.C.
11.5. Skyphos,handlefragment(DAI 1). Late 5th
or early 4th centuryB.C.
11.2. Fig. 9:a. Krater, handle fragment (JO).
Cf. Agora XII, no. 60. Second half of 5th cen11.6. Fig. 9:c. Mug(?), foot (DAI 1). Ring foot, D.
tury B.C.
0.095. Recessed underside, worn. Dullish black
glaze on inside, brighter, streaky black glaze on
11.3. Fig. 9:b. Bowl or one-handler,foot fragment
(JO). Low ring foot. Late 5th or early 4th cenoutside and underside;reserved:resting surface.
Late 5th or early 4th centuryB.C.?
tury B.C.
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FIG. 9. Pottery from Gyphtokastro/Eleutherai(11): pre-Classicaland Attic
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11.7. Fig. 9:d. Kantharos,body sherd. Perhaps a
Boeotian Type 6; cf. Heimberg, nos. 73-84. Cf.
also Agora XII, no. 700. Ca. 400-325 B.C.
11.8. Krater, rim fragment (ASCS). 4th century B.C.?
11.9. Fig. 9:e. Open shape, handle and body fragment (JO). Good black glaze. Classical:probably
4th centuryB.C.
11.10. Fig. 9:f. Open shape, rim fragment (JO).
Good black glaze. Classical: probably 4th century B.C.
11.11. Fig. 9:g. Lamp, base (JO). Agora IV, Type
25A. Ca. 375-275 B.C.
11.12. Fig. 9:h, P1. 28. Kantharos, foot (JO).
Molded foot, convex underside; D. 0.037. Misfired, reddishblack glaze. Hellenistic.
11.13. P1. 28. Ceramic disk, cut from wall of an
open-shape, black-glazedpot (DAI 1). D. 0.018,
Th. 0.003. A gaming piece?
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11.14. P1. 28. Lead disk with central hole (DAI
1). D. 0.031, Th. 0.006; D. (center hole) 0.006.
No visible decoration but otherwise similar to
No. 70.
11.15. P1. 28. Pyramidal loom weight (DAI 1).
H. 0.071, W. (base) 0.035. Hole at top, W. 0.004.
No glaze or slip. Hard, orange clay with numerous inclusions,especiallywhite. Similar to Myoupolis No. 9.7. ProbablyHellenistic.
11.16. P1. 28. Obsidian blades, numerous (DAI,
JO).
Nos. 1-10 suggest an original historic occupation
date of the late 5th or early 4th century;cf. Edmonson (p. 58): "a few sherds which may be late fifth
century have been found, but the earliest securely
dated pottery is from the first half of the fourth century."The subsequenthistoryof the fortressremains
more obscure. Edmonson(loc. cit.) notes that "Hellenistic and early Roman sherds are rather rare,
while late Roman and Byzantinewares are the most
common.1"

B. Settlementeast of fortresshill/Eleutherai
The settlementarea includesthe temple site and two later basilicas,as well as graves.All DAI sherdsare
from graves near the "Ruine der Gendarmeriestation,"a few hundred meters southeast of the foot of the
fortresshill.13Nos. 21-23 and probablymany of the other fragmentsin the ASCS collectionalso came from
accidentallyopened graves;cf. Edmonson(pp. 40-41):
Special mention might be made of a chance discoveryjust southeast of the ruined Khani [ Wrede's
"Gendarmeriestation"],
where a pit dug to roast a lamb broke through at least one early grave. A great
many sherds were taken from the pit and the surroundingearth in September, 1958, and several pots
could be reconstructedalmost entirely. The pottery (now in the collection of the American School at
Athens) is a homogeneousbody of material,includingseverallekythoiand some low bowls whose shapes
and fabrics show them to be Boiotian of the late sixth and early fifth century, all of types common in
tombs, and one Attic lekythosfrom the period before490. All the potteryshowed signs of burning, and it
probablycame from one or more cremationburial.
Neolithic material

11.17. Fig. 9:i, P1. 28. Bowl, foot fragment
(ASCS). Handmade. High ring foot. Burnished
inside and out. Reddish gray fabric,dark gray interior. Middle Neolithic.
11.18. Fig. 9j, P1. 28. Bowl, rim fragment
(ASCS). Burnishedred slip over dark gray fabric.
Middle Neolithic.
11.19. P1.30. Spindle whorl (ASCS). Handmade.

D. 0.068, Th. 0.031, D. (center hole) 0.014.
Hard, orange-tan fabric with many inclusions.
Cf. Immerwahr (under 3.2 above), no. 236. Late
Neolithic.
11.20. P1.30. Spindle whorl (ASCS). Handmade.
D. 0.069, Th. 0.030, D. (center hole) 0.014.
Hard, orange fabric, fewer inclusions than
No. 19. Picked circular decoration on one side.
Otherwise similar to No. 19.

13 On the identificationof the settlementbelow Gyphtokastroas Eleutherai, see FA, p. 223, with literature
cited. The excavations of the temple and basilica sites are describedby E. G. Stikas, <<'AvaofKao'EAXvOpWV>>,
1939, pp. 44-52. Provenienceof the Wrede material:Brommer(footnote5 above), p. 256.
HpaKcLKac,
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Classicalpottery,Attic 11.21. Fig. 9:k, P1. 29. Secondarylekythos, neck,
shoulder, and part of body;black-figureddecoration (ASCS). Mended from several fragments.
D. (at shoulder) 0.041, p.H. 0.097. Shoulderdecorated with rays; upper ornamentalband of dots
at an angle; body decoration:sphinxes(?); lower
body:blackwith two narrowreservedbands.Very
soft, orange fabric, decoration very faded. Ca.
480-450 B.C.
11.22. P1. 29. Shoulder lekythos, decoratedin red
figure; five fragments(ASCS). Parts of three palmetteson shoulderin black. Ornamentalband below body-shoulderjoin: runningmeanderto right.
Body fragments, from the back of the vase: solid
black save for ornamentalbands;lower ornamental band undecoratedsave for two lines. Fabric
gray from reductionin a fire. First half of 5th century B.C.
11.23. P1.29. Cup or cup-skyphos,body fragment
with black-figured decoration (ASCS). Decoration: palmette and simplifiedvine tendrils. Fabric
gray from reductionin a fire. First half of 5th century B.C.
11.24. Fig. 9:1.Skyphos, Attic type, foot fragment
(DAI 2). Torus ring foot. Fine black glaze; reserved:resting surface. Dark tan fabric.Cf. Agora
XII, no. 342. Early to mid-5th centuryB.C.
11.25. Skyphos,Attic type, rim fragment(ASCS).
Good black glaze. Cf. Agora XII, no. 342. Early
to mid-5th centuryB.C.
11.26. Fig. 9:m, P1. 29. Skyphos, Attic type, foot
fragment (ASCS). Mended from two fragments.
Torus ring foot, D. 0.108. Scrapedband between
body and foot. Reserved:resting surface; underside glazed red. Cf. Agora XII, no. 342. Early to
mid-5th centuryB.C.
11.27. P1. 29. Bell- or calyx-krater,decoratedin
red figure; four fragments (ASCS). Provenience:
fields east of the fortress hill. Perhaps from a
grave disturbed by deep plowing; not part of the
grave lot describedby Edmonson (p. 215 above).
Slanted palmette pattern on rim; two reserved
bandson inside of rim. Below:head of riderto left;
head of horse to right. Painting apparentlyincomplete as backgroundhas not been filled in. Inscription in black glaze near rim:KaX[os]. 440-430 B.C.

11.28. Cup or stemless,two handles (ASCS). Fine

blackglaze.5thcenturyB.C.
11.29. Bowl, foot fragment (ASCS). Fine black
glaze. 5th centuryB.C.
11.30. Fig. 9:o. Large closed shape, foot fragment
(ASCS). Molded ring foot, D. 0.09. Reserved:
band at join of body and foot, resting surface. Cf.
Agora XII, no. 54. Late 5th or early 4th century B.C.
11.31. P1. 29. Large closed shape, body sherd
decoratedin red figure (ASCS). Shoulderof figure
(Athena?) in chiton and top of mantle (or aegis?).
Late 5th or early 4th centuryB.C.
11.32. Fig. 9:n, P1. 29. Bell- or calyx-krater,rim
fragmentdecoratedin red figure (ASCS). Streaky
black glaze; reservedband inside rim; part of ornamental band composedof slanted palmettesbeneath lip. 5th or 4th centuryB.C.
11.33. Fig. 9:p, P1. 29. Hydria, neck fragment
decorated in red figure (ASCS). D. neck 0.182.
Worn black glaze, misfiredred. Reservedband inside lip. Outside of lip decoratedwith an egg pattern. 5th or 4th centuryB.C.
11.34. P1. 29. Knob handle of a lekanis(?)
(ASCS). Ridged on top. Very worn black glaze.
Cf. Agora XII, no. 1277. First quarterof 4th century B.C.?
11.35. Fig. 9:q, P1. 29. Cup-kantharos,foot and
lower bowl (ASCS). Four stamped palmettes inside bowl. Molded foot, grooved resting surface;
D. 0.051. Fine black glaze; totally glazed. Dark
tan fabric.Cf. AgoraXII, no. 672. Secondquarter
of 4th centuryB.C.
11.36. Fig. 9:r, P1. 29. Lamp, nozzle (ASCS).
Groove around disk. Agora IV, Type 25A. Ca.

375-275 B.C.
Classicalpottery, non-Attic
11.37. P1.29. Cup or cup-skyphos,rim and upper
body fragment with black-figured decoration
(ASCS). Solid black band on outside of rim; decoration below: horizontal limbs, left, connectedto
vertical mass, center;double row of dots slanting
downwards to right. Grayish fabric, probably
Boeotian. First half of 5th century.
11.38. P1. 29. Skyphos(?), body fragment with
black-figureddecoration(ASCS). Decoration:feet
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and shanks of striding figure to right; one foot of
an animal (dog?) to right. The figures stand on a
solid black band which is separatedfrom the black
at the bottom of the fragment by a reserve band.
Below: solid black. Grayish tan fabric. First half
of 5th centuryB.C.
11.39. Fig. 10:a, P1.30. Kantharos,Boeotiantype,
foot (ASCS). Mended from three fragments.Ring
foot, D. 0.068. Dull black glaze; reserved:resting
surface and underside. Light-gray fabric. Cf.
Heimberg, no. 37, Type 3. Secondquarter of 5th
centuryB.C.
40-56. Long-stemmed Boeotian kantharoi:
Heimberg, Type 1. Streaky black glaze on soft,
orange fabric. The shape is most commonin the 5th
century, although some late 4th-century examples
are known. All of the fragments in the ASCS and
DAI collectionsappear to be 5th century.
11.40. Fig. 10:c, P1.30. Rim and handle fragment
(ASCS). Mended from several pieces. Highswung handle attached to outturned rim. Cf.
Heimberg, no. 15. First third of 5th centuryB.C.
11.41. Rim and handle fragment(ASCS). Similar
to No. 40.
11.42. Fig. 10:d, P1. 29. Rim, handle, and handle
support-bar fragment (ASCS). Cf. Heimberg,
no. 3. Mid-5th centuryB.C.
11.43. Handle and lip fragment (ASCS). Similar
to No. 42.
11.44. Fig. 10:b. Rim fragment (ASCS). Outturned lip. Cf. Heimberg, no. 4. Middle to third

quarterof 5thcenturyB.C.
11.45. Fig. 10:f. Lower bowl, stem, and foot
(ASCS). Mended from several fragments.Beaded
hollow stem. D. bowl (at rise) 0.165; D. foot
0.116. Reserved:band at top and bottom edges of
outer face of foot plate, resting surface,underside.
Black-glaze circle on underside. Cf. Heimberg,
nos. 3, 6, 9. Middle to third quarter of 5th century B.C.
11.46. Bowl fragment(ASCS). Similar to no. 45.
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11.47. Bowl fragment(ASCS). Mended from two
fragments.Similar to No. 45.
11.48. Bowl fragment(ASCS). Similar to No. 45.
11.49. Bowl and lower part of handle (ASCS).
Similar to No. 45.
11.50. Fig. 10:e. Bowl and lower part of handle
(ASCS). Similar to No. 45, but bowl has very thin
floor.
11.51. Fig. 10:h, P1. 30. Foot (ASCS). Mended
from four fragments. Heavy, fairly low foot,
D. 0.082. Cf. Heimberg, nos. 3-6. Secondor third

quarterof 5thcenturyB.C.
11.52. Fig. 10:i, P1.30. Foot (ASCS). Flatter than
No. 51, otherwise similar; D. 0.109. Second or
third quarterof 5th centuryB.C.
11.53. Fig. 10:g. Bowl fragment(ASCS). Bead at
rise of bowl. Cf. Heimberg, no. 14. Third quarter
of 5th centuryB.C.
11.54. Bowl fragment(ASCS). Mended from four
fragments.Similar to No. 53.
11.55. Bowl and handle fragment(DAI 2). Black
to reddishglaze. First to third quarter of 5th century B.C.
11.56. Bowl floorfragment(ASCS). Reservedunderside with black band. First to third quarter of
5th centuryB.C.
11.57. Foot fragment(ASCS). Slight ridge on top
edge of foot. First to third quarter of 5th century B.C.
11.58. Fig. 11, P1. 30. Inscribed body sherds
(ASCS). Letters scrapedin glaze after firing.
a. HIA[POY]
b. Al
c. A SO (retrogradesigma)
d. AA
e. A
f. P
g.?
The letter forms, based on Attic parallels, are 5th
century,probablynot much after 450 and perhaps
earlier.14

14 This chronologywas suggestedby H. I. Immerwahr,from drawingsof the sherds.ProfessorImmerwahr
stressed that the dating was based on Attic parallels and that Boeotian letter forms might be different. The
date suggested by Professor Immerwahr, however, is consistent with Heimberg's dates for long-stemmed
kantharoi. The letter inscribers may indeed have been Athenians, if the kantharoi were imported by
Athenians.
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11. Gyphtokastro/EleutheraiNo. 11.58: inscribedsherds

11.59. Fig. 10:j, P1. 30. Large cup or kantharos,
foot (ASCS). Mended from two fragments. Hollow stem, flat resting surface. Dull black glaze;
totally glazed. Dark gray fabric.
11.60. Body sherds, three (ASCS). Soft, light tannish white fabric with traces of brownish glaze.
Corinthian. Possibly Archaic, more probably
Classical.
Post-Classical pottery and miscellaneous material

11.61. P1.30. Large open shape, West Slope ware
(ASCS). Decorationof vine leaves and tendrils in
white and light-red paint on black glaze. 3rd century B.C.
11.62. P1. 30. Moldmade bowl, body sherd
(ASCS). Relief decoration of kantharos. NonAttic. 2nd or 1st century B.C.
11.63. P1. 30. Terra sigillata, one rim and one
body fragment (ASCS). Shiny, dark orange glaze

on light-orangefabric. 1st centuryB.C. or 1st century after Christ.
11.64. P1. 30. Roman plate, rim fragment
(ASCS). Africanred-slip ware. 5th or 6th century
after Christ.
11.65. Roman ware, body sherd (ASCS). Deeply
combedgrooveson outside. 5th or 6th century after Christ.
11.66. P1. 30. Roman small bowl, foot fragment
(ASCS). Ring foot, D. 0.052. Reddish glaze; reserved: resting surface and underside. Hard,
orange fabric.
11.67. Roman small bowl, base (ASCS). Ridged
inside. Reddish-orangeglaze.
11.68. P1. 30. Beehive, body sherd (ASCS). Internal combing. Unglazed. Orange fabric, poorly
fired, so grayish interior.
11.69. P1. 30. Pyramidal loomweight, upper part
(ASCS, inv. no. ASM 27b). P.H. 0.045, W. (at
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break) 0.025. Hole through top. Coarse, dark
orange clay with white inclusions. Uneven break
at midpoint.Similar to Myoupolis No. 9.7. Probably Hellenistic.
11.70. P1. 30. Lead disk with central hole (ASCS,
inv. no. ASM 27b; "found with" No. 69). D.
0.038, Th. 0.007, D. (center hole) 0.005. Weight
53 gr. Moldmade. Relief design of ivy chain on
upper surface, now worn. Cf. Davidson and
Thompson (under 9.7 above), p. 100, nos. 23-26;
Robinson, (under 5.7 above), p. 446, nos. 2431,
2441, 2442. Similar to, although somewhat larger
than, No. 14.
Nos. 17-20 stronglysuggestthe presenceof a Neolithic settlementin the area, a suppositionwhich may
be reinforcedby the obsidianbladesfoundon the fortress hill (No. 16). Wrede (DAI 3) and British investigators (material in the British School at Athens,
sherd collection) have found other prehistoricmaterial in the general vicinity of Gyphtokastro.
The catalogue material demonstratesancient occupation at the settlementbelow the fortresshill by
the first half of the 5th century and continuing on
well into the 4th century B.C. The temple associated
with the settlementdates to ca. 300 B.C., but literary
evidence suggests a much earlier cult site at Eleutherai. Accordingto Pausanias, Eleutherai was once
Boeotianbut later came under Athenian controland
was the place from which the worship of Dionysos
was introducedinto Athens. The cult image of Dionysos Eleutherios was taken from here to the city.
The transferof Eleutherai from Boeotianto Athenian control and the bringing of the cult statue to the
city probably took place in the 6th century.15 The
catalogue material is eminently suitable to a town
which possessed an important Dionysiac cult site.
The long-stemmed Boeotian Type 1 kantharos is

closely associatedwith the worship of Dionysos (e.g.
at the Kabeirion) and at least some of Nos. 40-58
may have been dedicationsto the god.16The fragmentary incised inscriptions (No. 58) can easily be
read as dedications. It is not possible to determine
whether the numerous 5th-century Boeotian sherds
represent trade across the border or Boeotian visitors, or residents, in the town in the period after
Eleutherai became Athenian. It is perhaps significant that the Boeotianmaterial seems not to postdate
the end of the 5th-century(with the possible exception of No. 7). The absence of much later Boeotian
potteryon the site might be explained as a reflection
of the preclusive 4th-century Athenian approach to
defense of the borderlands;see FA passim.
The post-Classicalmaterialsuggeststhat Eleutherai was occupiedthroughthe Hellenistic and early Imperial periods;there is at present no evidence
for occupationfrom the 2nd to the 4th centuries,but
the site was apparentlyreoccupiedin the 5th or 6th
century after Christ. This tentativechronologysuits
Pausanias' description (footnote 15 above), which
suggests that although the temple was functioning,
the town was abandoned in the mid-2nd century
after Christ.
Among the miscellaneous finds the two lead
disks with central holes (Nos. 14 and 70) are perhaps the most difficultto explain. The fairly similar
examples found on the Pnyx and at Olynthos do not
help in determiningtheir function. If the ASCS inventory note that the ASCS disk was "foundwith"
the pyramidal loomweight means that the two objects were found in physical proximityto one another, we might speculate that the disks had something
to do with weaving. It is interesting to note that
Wrede found both a disk and a loomweight (Nos. 14
and 15) on the hilltop.

15 Date of the temple: Stikas (footnote 13 above), p. 48. Pausanias, 1.2.5, 20.2, 38.8-9. On the early history
of Eleutheraisee F. J. Frost, "Towarda History of PeisistratidAthens,"in The Craftof the AncientHistorian:
Essays in Honor of ChesterG. Starr,J. W. Eadie and J. Ober, edd., Lanham, Maryland 1985 (pp. 57-78),
pp. 69-70, with literaturecited.
16 On the associationof the long-stemmedkantharoiwith the worship of Dionysos, see Heimberg, p. 3. Cf.,
however, the review of Heimberg by A. Schachter (JHS 104, 1984, pp. 559-560), who argues against the
notion that the "kantharoswas the exclusive property of Dionysos" by adducing the evidence of kantharoi
from the Ptofon in northeastBoiotia.
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12. 12. Karoumpalotowers, sketchplan

12. Karoumpalo towers (FA 5e). Fig. 12, Pl. 30
Watchtowerson the east slope of Mt. Karoumpalo,about 4 km. north of Gyphtokastro.
A number of black-glazed Lakonian-type roof tiles have been observed at the site, but no
diagnostic sherds have been reported.The date of the towers thereforedepends on their function
(signal stations dependentupon Gyphtokastro)and on their masonry (virtually identical to that of
the building inside the north wall at Gyphtokastro).17
13. Zikos' Road (FA, chap. VI.5a)
This road was the major ancient way across the Kaza pass.
Sherd found in the roadbed, on the north side of the pass, at some distance from any known site.
13.1. P1. 31. Column-krater, columnar handle
(JO FA, p. 119, note 22). Reddish glaze. Cf.
AgoraXII, pp. 54-55. Early 5th centuryB.C.
The handle, a rare example of a sherd foundon an
ancient road, would tend to confirmthe existence of
this road during the period of the Persian Wars, a
fact of some significancefor the reconstructionof the
Battle of Plataia.'8
17 J take this opportunityto publish a sketch plan of the towers' site and photographsof the masonryof the
south tower (Pl. 30:a) and the internal building of Gyphtokastro(Pl. 28:a), in order to allow those who have
not visited the sites to comparethe masonry.
18 See W. K. Pritchett,"New Light on Plataia,"AJA 61, 1957, pp. 9-28; idem, "PlataiaRevisited,"Studies
in Ancient Greek TopographyI (University of California Publications, Classical Studies 1), Berkeley/Los
Angeles 1965, pp. 103-121.
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13. Pottery from Bathychoria tower C (14), Agios Georgios (15), Panagia saddle (16), Kerata west
peak (18), Boudoron(19)

Bathychoria tower C (FA 6b).
Watchtower or supply depot located on an outcrop north of the Mikro Bathychori, in the northwest Megarid.
All sherds from an area ca. 25 m. southeast (downhill) from the tower.
to date the tower, which cannot be as early as the 5th
14.1. Mug(?), lip fragment (JO). 5th cenand is probably not so late as the 3rd century B.C.
tury B.C.?
(see FA, pp. 165-166). On the inhabitation of the
14.2. Fig. 13:a,P1.31. Kantharos,foot (JO). NipBathychoria (probably the ancient site Ereneia) in
ple on underside. Molded foot, D. 0.043. Dull,
see J. Ober, "AncientFarms on the Atantiquity,
streaky black glaze; totally glazed. 3rd cenBorder: A Reconnaisanceof the Metica-Megara
tury B.C.?
galo and Mikro Vathychoria,"paper presented at
14.3. Moldmade bowl(?), rim fragment (JO).
the 83rd General Meeting of the AIA, abstractAJA
Late 3rd century B.C.?
86, 1982, p. 280; A. Muller, "Megarika(VIII, IX),"
The material suggests Classical or Hellenistic ocBCH 106, 1982, pp. 379-407.
cupation in its immediate vicinity but does not help
14.
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15. Agios Georgios (FA 7a, ASCS A69)
Fortificationand settlementlocatedon a low hill at the west end of the Kountouravalley.
15.1. Fig. 13:b, P1. 31. Skyphos, Corinthiantype,
foot fragment (ASCS). Flaring ring foot,
D. 0.054. Fine reddish black glaze; reserved:
underside.Cf. AgoraXII, no. 359. Secondquarter
of 5th centuryB.C.
15.2. Fig. 13:c, P1. 31. Skyphos, Attic type, foot
fragment (ASCS). Torus ring foot, D. 0.098.
Scrapedband at join of body and foot. Fine black
glaze; reserved:resting surfaceand underside.Cf.
Agora XII, no. 342. Early to mid-5th centuryB.C.
15.3. Fig. 13:d. One-handler, rim fragment
(ASCS). Outturnedrim. Cf. AgoraXII, nos. 755759. Late 5th or early 4th centuryB.C.

15.4. Fig. 13:e. Bowl, foot fragment(ASCS). Ring
foot, D. 0.14. Reserved:band on upper foot, lower
foot, resting surface. Apparently a Boeotian
shape; cf. Heimberg, nos. 185-188. Fourth quarter of 5th centuryB.C.
Modern building in the area has now covered
much of the site. Edmonson(p. 38), who investigated
the area before the modern development, reported
that pottery "representingall periods from the late
sixth century ...

through late Roman times (fifth

and sixth centuries A.D.) has been found at this
site."It seems likely that his conclusion(loc. cit.) that
it was "aconsiderablesettlement,inhabitedthroughout classical antiquity"is correct.

16. Panagia saddle (FA 7d, ASCS A68)
Farm(?) on the southern side of the Karydi-Makron Oros saddle, north of the Kountoura
valley.
Exact findspotuncertain.
16.1. Fig. 13:f, Pl. 31. Acrocup, foot (ASCS).
Nipple with small central depression on underside; ring foot. Reddish glaze; reserved: inside
bowl of cup. Circle and dot in glaze on floor of
17.

bowl. Cf. Agora XII, no. 442, but note that this
example is rather squatterthan the norm. Possibly non-Attic. First half of 5th centuryB.C.

Kantili towers (FA 8d). Fig. 14

Two watch- and signal towers located on a craggy hill about 1.5 km. north-northeastof the
Kantili pass, north of the road throughthe pass.
17.1. Fig. 13:g. Skyphos,Corinthiantype, several
joining fragmentsof foot and lower body (JO=
FA, p. 177). Findspot: immediately outside the
doorway of the round tower. Flaring ring foot,
D. 0.12. Reserved: underside. Cf. Agora XII,
nos. 318-322. Secondhalf of 5th century.
17.2. P1. 31. Roman lamp, fragment of disk and
handle (JO = FA, p. 177). Findspot: small knoll
30 m. to the southwest of the round tower. Solid
handle. Herringbonepattern on rim. Crumbling,
orange clay. 6th century after Christ.

17.3. Fig. 13:h. Bowl, foot fragment (JO = FA,
p. 177). Findspot: inside west corner of the rectangular tower. Ring foot, D. 0.089. Reserved:
resting surface and underside. Cf. Agora XII,
no. 782. Secondhalf of 5th century.
Considerable amounts of coarse ware, including
fragmentsof pithoi and kitchenware, as well as roof
tiles, glazed and unglazed, were noted at both the
round- and rectangular-towersites. The two towers
appearto be linkedby function,and thereforein date
(see FA, pp. 176-178).

18. Kerata west peak (FA 8e, ASCS A26, DAI 21). P1.31
Site of a watchtower located on the summit of the western peak of Mt. Kerata (470 m.), the
southernextension of Mt. Pateras.
All JO sherdsfromthe peak and the steep slopes immediatelybelow.
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14. 17. Kantili towers, plan. a findspotof No. 1 b findspotof No. 2 c findspotof No. 3

18.1. Fig. 13:i. Bolsal, foot fragment (ASCS).
Ring foot. Reserved:bandon lower body.Cf. Agora XII, no. 541. Late 5th centuryB.C.
18.2. Kantharos(?),foot fragment (DAI). Lightgray fabric, perhaps not an Attic shape. Classical
or Hellenistic.
18.3. Bowl, rim fragment (DAI). Reddish glaze
on outside. 3rd or 2nd centuryB.C.
18.4. Fig. 1j3:. Bowl(?), rim fragment (DAI).
Outturnedrim. Hellenistic.
18.5. Miniature bowl(?), lower body fragment
(ASCS). Streaky black glaze over tannish fabric.
A votive?
6-19. Fragments of unglazed Roman lamps. 6th
century after Christ.
18.6. P1. 31. Fragment, disk and nozzle (JO).
Disk: lower part of Athena Promachos armed
with spear and shield to left, small circles around
edge. Framing ring with small circles. Fairly
hard, orange clay. Cf. J. Perlzweig, The Athenian
Agora, VII, Lamps of the Roman Period, Princeton 1961, no. 2364.
18.7. P1. 31. Fragment, disk and handle (JO).
Disk: upper part of Athena Promachos armed
with spear and helmet to left. Rounded rim with
herringbone(left) and small circles (right). Solid
handle. Crumbling,orange clay. Cf. ibid.

18.8. P1. 31. Fragment, disk and handle (JO).
Disk: bust of a figure armed with a shield and
spear (Athena?)to right. Sloping rim with circles.
Solid handle. Crumbling,orange clay.
18.9. P1. 31. Fragment, disk and nozzle (JO).
Disk with channel to wick hole: rosette. Rim: vine
pattern. Hard, orange clay.
18.10. P1. 31. Fragment, disk and handle (JO).
Disk: rosette. Solid, groovedhandle. Fairly hard,
orange clay.
18.11. P1.31. Fragment,disk and rim (JO). Disk:
rosette. Rounded rim with ivy pattern. Crumbling, orange clay.
18.12. P1.31. Fragment,disk and rim (JO). Disk:
rosette.Crumbling,orange clay.
18.13. P1. 31. Fragment, rim and handle (DAI).
Disk: rosette. Rounded rim with vine pattern.
Solid handle. Hard, orange clay.
18.14. P1. 31. Fragment, disk and handle (DAI).
Disk: rosette. Rim: vine pattern. Solid handle.
Hard, orange clay.
18.15. P1. 31. Fragment, rim and handle (DAI).
Rim: herringbone.Solid, grooved handle. Hard,
orange clay.
18.16. P1. 31. Fragment, rim and nozzle (DAI).
Rim: small circles. Hard, orange clay.

POTTERY AND MISCELLANEOUS ARTIFACTS FROM ATTICA
18.17. P1.31. Handle fragment(DAI). Solid handle. Hard, orange clay.
18.18. P1. 31. Fragment, rim and handle (DAI).
Rim: vine pattern. Solid handle. Hard, orange
clay.
18.19. Handle fragment (DAI). Solid, grooved
handle. Hard, orange clay.
18.20. Beehive, two body sherds (DAI, JO).
Combedon inside. Unglazed, hard, orange fabric.
I have previously suggested (FA, p. 178) that the
Kerata tower was used as a watch post in the early
4th century;No. 1 may be seen as lending some support to that date. Presumablythe site was occupied
in the Classical and into the Hellenistic period,
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although by far the most numerousdiagnosticitems
from the site are the fragmentsof late Roman lamps.
These seem to be a chronologicallyhomogeneouslot,
suggestive of intensive use of the site for a fairly
limited period of time. The large number of lamps,
along with the possible votive miniature (No. 5)
raise the possibility that the site may have had religious significance. Cf. V. Scully, The Earth, the
Temple and the Gods, New Haven/London

1962,

p. 135; M. K. Langdon, Hesperia, Suppl. XVI, A
Sanctuary of Zeus on Mount Hymettos, Princeton

1976, pp. 105-106. This hypothesis,even if correct,
does not preclude the possibility that it served as a
watch post as well.

19. Boudoron (FA 8g, DAI 332)
Fortification located on the south side of the northwest promontory of Salamis.
19.1. Fig. 13:k.Lamp, base (DAI). Reservedresting surface. Agora IV, Type 25A. Ca. 375275 B.C.
Boudoronwas an Athenian naval base during the
Peloponnesian War (Thucydides, II.93-94); the
lamp suggeststhat the Boudoronsite was reoccupied
(or at least revisited)after the PeloponnesianWar. I
have suggestedthat it might have been used as a signal station during the 4th century (FA, p. 180).

Bearing in mind the caveats noted in the introduction,we may hazard a few general
conclusionsabout the occupationhistoryof northernand western Attica on the basis of this
catalogue.
The catalogue demonstratesoccupation in northwesternAttica during most periods
fromthe Neolithic to Late Antiquity.A Neolithic settlementnear Gyphtokastroseems quite
certain;others may have existed at Kabasala and Kotroni.There is no certain evidencefor
Early Helladic occupation,but a closer analysis of the prehistoricsherds in the ASCS and
DAI collections might change the picture. Middle and Late Helladic material has been
found at Kotroni and Kabasala. Kabasalawas apparentlythe site of a Protogeometricsettlement; Kotroni was again occupied during the Geometricperiod. There is, surprisingly,
no securelydatedArchaicmaterialfrom any of the sites. It seems difficultto attributethis to
bias on the part of the collectors,since sherds of Orientalizingand black-figuredwares are
immediatelyrecognizableand, along with Archaicblack glaze, likely to have been collected
by the same individualswho picked up the 5th- and 4th-centurypottery.
The bulk of the pottery in the catalogue dates to the 5th and 4th centuries. The large
number of Classical sherds reflects to some degree the interests of the collectors and the
presentauthorbut is nonethelessindicativeof relativelyintensiveClassicaloccupation.Pottery from the first half of the 3rd century B.C. is quite well represented,but relatively few
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sherdsare datableto the later Hellenistic or early Roman periods.This latter trend may be
attributed,at least in part, to the conditionsof collection and the uncertain chronologyof
many Hellenistic shapes. There is considerableevidencefor occupationof many of the sites
in the 5th and especially the 6th centuriesafter Christ.
The majorsettlements(Myoupolis/Oinoe, Eleutherai, Kotroni/Aphidna,Agios Georgios), at least two of which (Oinoe, Aphidna) were deme centers,yield material suggestive
of occupationacross several periods. While it is not generally possible to demonstratecontinuity of occupation,it is clear that each settlementhad a long history of human inhabitation. The early pottery recorddiffers at each site, but the evidencesuggests that all four of
the majorsettlementswere occupiedby the mid-5th centuryand remainedoccupiedthrough
the Classical period. Each of the settlementsalso providesmaterial from a variety of later
periods: Kotroni from the 3rd or 2nd century B.C. and the Mediaeval period; Myoupolis
from the 2nd or 1st century B.C., the 3rd-6th centuries after Christ, and the Mediaeval
period;Eleutherai from the 3rd century B.C. to the 1st century after Christ, and the 5th or
6th century after Christ; Agios Georgios (accordingto Edmonson)to the 6th century after
Christ. The settlementsyield a rich variety of pottery types and shapes, from fine painted
wares through black-glazedware and non-diagnosticcoarseware; from luxury shapes such
as oinochoaiand pyxides, to functionalcookingand servingvessels.
In contrastto the major settlements,many of the purely military (fortressand tower)
sites seem to have been first occupied in the latter part of the Classical period. Kabasala/
Panaktonwas occupiedby the mid-5th century, but the earliest pottery at most other forts
and towers dates to the late 5th to mid-4th centuries(late 5th or early 4th century:Hymettos
tower, Skala Oropou fortification[?], Beletsi, Phyle[?],Gyphtokastro,Kantili towers, Kerata tower; mid-4th century:Aigaleos tower, Plakoto, Katsimidi[?]).Occupationat several
military sites apparently continued down into the late 4th and first half of the 3rd (Hymettos tower [?], Skala Oropou, Phyle, Panakton, Gyphtokastro).Only the Phyle fort can
be demonstratedto have been occupied in the late 3rd or early 2nd century B.C., although
sherdsfrom Gyphtokastroand Plakotomay also date fromthis period.There is currentlyno
evidencefor occupationof forts and towers in the later Hellenistic and early Roman periods.
While it is dangerousto assume absenceof occupationowing to lack of material at any one
site, the general pattern of late Classical occupation and Hellenistic or Roman abandonment may be valid for the military sites as a group and is consistentwith historical arguments for the chronologyand function of the military sites.19Several of the fortifications
were apparentlyreoccupiedin the 6th centuryafter Christ (Hymettostower, Beletsi, Phyle,
Kantili round tower, Kerata tower). I have suggestedelsewhere that there may have been
an attemptto reorganizethe rural defensesof Attica during the reign of Justinian.20
See FA, passim, esp. pp. 205-207.
"Early Byzantine Occupationof Classical Fortificationsin Attica,"paper deliveredto the Southeastern
Medieval Association, Annual Meeting, University of Virginia, Charlottesville,October 8, 1983. Cf. FA,
p. 221.
19

20
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The diagnosticblack-glazedpottery from the forts and towers consists largely of fragments of common vessels for food and drink: bowls, plates, mugs, skyphoi, and kantharoi
predominate,along with some lamps. These are, of course,all rugged shapes and therefore
likely to yield diagnostic sherds, but it may be generally true, and would hardly be surprising, that fortressand tower garrisonshad less use for luxury and decoratedwares than
did the occupantsof permanentsettlements.
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