THE ISTHMIAN DOSSIER
OF P. LICINIUS PRISCUS JUVENTIANUS
(PLATE

56)

ALARGE FRAGMENT' from an inscribedlimestonestele (Corinth I 2194 = Stele B,
,k'\,lines 14-32) was found in the colonnadeof the South Stoa at AncientCorinthin 1934
and was assumed to have been set up at Corinth. Oscar Broneer, the initial editor, recognized the similarities in subject matter and text between this stele and a second stele
originally seen at Isthmia by Spon and Wheler in 1676 (Stele A). The latter were able to
read the whole text except for the last two lines. Scipione Maffei transferredStele A to
Verona to be installed in the Museo Lapidario. He was able to add the importantlast two
lines to the editedversionsof the text. This stone currentlyresidesin Verona, and it has not
been consulted. The text given here is based upon that of IS IV, 203 and the excellent
photographwhich Broneer included with his edition of Stele B. Louis Robert indicated
some additionaldetails which relatedthe subjectmatterof the two steles even more closely.
During excavations at Isthmia in the Fortress of Justinian on June 7, 1954 a fragment
(Isthmia I 261 = lines 1-14 of Stele B) was found whichjoins the Corinthianstele at the top
(P1. 56). The discoveryof a joining piece at Isthmia raises the question whether the stele
may not originally have stood at Poseidon'sshrine and been transportedto Corinth for reuse, possibly as a building stone.
Althoughthe letteringof the new fragmentis extremelyworn, the readabletracessuffice
to indicate a potential continuityfrom Stele A to Stele B. The two steles, which must have
been set up in proximity to one another, appear to be part of a single dossier recordingthe
benefactionsof P. Licinius PriscusJuventianusto the Isthmiansanctuary.It is possiblethat
a third stele containingadditionaldocumentsonce intervenedbetween Stele A and Stele B,
1 Commentsoffered by Dr. John Hayes and Dr. Elizabeth Gebhardhave been incorporatedinto the text
of this article, but responsibilityfor its conclusionsremains solely with the author.
Works frequentlycited are abbreviatedas follows:
Broneer, 1939 = 0. Broneer,"AnOfficial Rescript from Corinth,"Hesperia 8, 1939, pp. 181-190
Geagan, 1968 = D. J. Geagan, "Notes on the Agonistic Institutionsof Roman Corinth,"GRBS 9, 1968,
pp. 69-80
= 0. Broneer,Isthmia, II, Topographyand Architecture,Princeton 1973
Isthmia II
= 0. Broneer,Isthmia, III, TerracottaLamps, Princeton 1977
Isthmia III
= J. H. Kent, Corinth,VIII, iii, The Inscriptions 1926-1950, Princeton 1966
Kent
= B. D. Meritt, Corinth,VIII, i, GreekInscriptions 1896-1927, Cambridge,Mass. 1931
Meritt
= B. Puech, "Grands-pretreset helladarquesd'Archaie,"REA 85, 1983, pp. 15-31
Puech, 1983
= L. Robert,Hellenica I, Limoges 1940, pp. 43-53
Robert, 1940
= L. Robert, "Inscriptionsde l'antiquite et du bas-empire a Corinthe," REG 79, 1966
Robert, 1966
(pp. 733-770), pp. 754-755
= A. B. West, Corinth,VIII, ii, Latin Inscriptions 1896-1926, Cambridge,Mass. 1931
West
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but its existencehas not been demonstrated.The colorof the stone, the characteristicsof the
lettering,and the surfacedressingof the stele fromVerona have not been verified,and therefore it is not possibleat this time to determinewhether the physical characteristicsof the two
steles are similar. Comparisonthrough the excellent photographspublished by Broneer,
however, suggests that the formationof the letters differs in several small details. Stele A,
includingthe new fragmentfromIsthmia,was examinedin 1969 in the courtyardof the Museum at Ancient Corinth. The text on the joining fragmenthas been recoveredfrom examination of the stone and of squeezes. Careful examinationassisted by charcoalunder better
conditionsof lighting than were then availablemay still be rewarding.
Stele B as it now stands consistsof ten mended fragmentsof blue-gray limestone. Portions of the sides and bottornare preserved.The two sides are neatly picked with a toothed
chisel, and the back is roughly picked. The beginning of the text is lost, but the conclusion
appears to be intact.
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HIpELffKOV
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30 [v fgs 7ToagTa - j7ro[?---------Stele B (Isthmia I 261 + Corinth I 2194)

H. 1.17; W. 0.65; Th. 0.28; L.H. 0.028 m.
Edd.: Broneer, 1939 with photographsof the Corinthianfragment(p. 181) and of the Verona fragment
(p. 187); Robert, 1940, pp. 43-53; Kent, pp. 119-121, no. 306; Institut Fernand-Courby,Nouveau choix
d'inscriptionsgrecques,Paris 1971, no. 17, pp. 99-102. See also Robert, 1966, pp. 754-755.
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The surface of the stones bears a great deal of pocking,and sometimesit is possible to
read letter shapes which are not actually present. The stone from Isthmia is very worn,
particularlyat the top, with the result that letters are evanescent,and readings which appeared secure one day often could not be recoveredthe next. Lunate forms are used for
sigma and epsilon; central bars of epsilon and theta frequently are little more than dots,
which are often indistinguishablefrom pockmarks.Pockingand wear also make triangular
letters difficult to distinguish one from another. Therefore sublinear dots have not been
placed beneath circular, lunate, or triangular letters in this edition because any reading is
suspect.
Line 10. Upsilon: only the two upper arms;mu: the final vertical.
Line 11. Sigma:a crudeshape beneathcorrosion;delta:the top of the rising leg where it overrunsthe peak;the

remainderof the letter is lost.
Line 13. Theta and alpha: a circularand a triangularshape;mu: the tops of two verticallines.
Line 14. Only the lower portionsof the letters toward the end of the line.
Line 15. Omicronand sigma:the base portionsonly.
Line 16. In the first half of the line, only the lower portionsof the letters.
Line 17. Nu: the final vertical.
Line 18. Rho: the lower portionof the vertical.
Lines 15-32: Broneer, followed by Kent, unless otherwise noted. Modern punctuationis suppressedin
this edition, but the vacant half or full spaces left by the stone cutterare indicated.
possibly [E '[1]?)pa Broneer; [T ^]s
Line 15: Broneer and Kent---] ]ap[.]L. Line 16:...pLa,
j9] Robert (1940, p. 52) "avec grande reserve"; [T ^]s ['P]riyA[o]v Kent. [Ka],uapaq Broneer,
['P]?yYA[LaP
Kent, but rejected,becauseit is not an adjectivalform, by Robert (1966), who would prefera
[,uap],uadpas
participial constructionmeaning "ayant traite (utilise) les ruines". Line 19: 7roArTaLs (sic) Broneer,
7ro[A]i'TaLsKent. Line 21: T^o-8ETf,s /ovA i9 Kent. Line 22: o'rcogE'vBroneer,correctedby Robert (1940,
p. 44). Line 24: apa'o-t Kent. Line 32: Broneer and Kent were able to read several additionalmid-line

dots used as punctuationbetween words.

The new fragmentfrom Isthmia supplies some phraseswhich echo passagesboth in the
rescriptwhich follows and in the text of the stele now in Verona. The text as preservedon
the two steles accountsfor four documents:
A. A catalogueof Priscus' generosities(Stele A, lines 1-27).
B. The text of Priscus'promise(Stele A, lines 28-30), which is only partiallypreserved.
C. A gnome of the senatuspopulusqueof the Corinthians,which, if it is not preserved
verbatim(Stele B, lines 1-17), is at least cited and echoedin the reply of the proconsul.
D. The proconsul'srescript(Stele B, lines 17-32).
A. The first document is a catalogue of all Priscus' gifts to the sanctuary. The following
translationis given in a schematicform with the punctuationfrom the stone indicated:
P(ublius) Licinius, P(ublius') s(on), (of the) Aem(ilian tribe), Priscus
Juventianus, lifelong high priest"
1. He furnishedv
the quartersfor the athletes from the oikoumenewho were presentfor
the Isthmia v
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2. The same man v
with his own funds constructedv
a. also the Palaimonionwith its ornamentsv
b. and the enagisterion and the sacred portal v

c. and the altars of the ancestral gods with the peribolos and the
pronaosvv
d. and the examining chambersv
e. and the naos of Helios and the statue in it and the peribolosv
f. and the peribolosof the sacredgroveand the temples in it v
of Demeter v
and of Kore and of Dionysos and of Artemis and the statues in
them and the ornamentsand pronaoi
3. he restoredvvv
g. also the naoi of Eueteria and of Kore v
h. and the Plutoneionv
i. and the ramps and foundationsunderminedby earthquakesand
age
4. The same man also
set up when he was agoranomos

j. the stoa next to the stadiumwith its vaulted roomsv
k. and furnishingsvv
Three methodsof "punctuation"were used in documentA to divide the text. The sections designatedby arabic numbersindicate single sentences,each ending with a verb. For
the sake of English style the verbs in the translation have been brought forward to the
beginning of each sentence. The composerof the documentsought variety in his choice of
verbs:KaTa-KEfvao-,Ev(1), EfroL?o-Ev(2), fT7TEKE%vaL0Ev
(3), and a&VcE'OKV(4). The first in its
most literal sense means "hefurnished",but it can also include the actual construction.The
second must mean that he "built"the sacredplaces listed. The third refers to restorations,
and the final is usually reservedfor dedications("heset up").
A second system of "punctuation"partially reinforces the division by verbs, for the
second and fourth sections are both introduced by the phrase o aviros Kat.This distinction is
reinforcedin the second sectionby the phrase E'KTwV tt'wv and in the fourth by the phrase
v7rEpayopavoldtaq.

The mason'spunctuationwith vacantletter spacesreinforcesthe divisionsby verbs and
introducessubdivisionsinto each of the majorsections.These subdivisionsare indicatedin
the schematizedtranslationby lower-case lettersof the Roman alphabet.
B. The last two lines of Stele A and the completetext of Stele B appearto be concernedwith
specificitems from the cataloguewhich dominatesStele A. Item 4 and possiblyitem 1 of the
catalogue are the actual subject matter of the remaining preservedlines, as Broneer recognized. Item 3.i is also cited but appears mostly for the sake of precedent.
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The two final survivinglines of Stele A consist of a heading:"The promise of P. Licinius Priscus"and the initial words of that promise in the form of a condition,"If you will
sell to me (---)

of the so-called Regulian.'.

. ."

Robert (1940, p. 52) recognized the refer-

ence to the Stoa of Regulus (Stele B, lines 15-16). The apodosis of the conditionwhich is
framedin the promiseis supplied by lines 16-17 of Stele B: "soas to make fifty oikoi."The
text of Stele B continuesand yields the price which Priscusproposedto pay for the remains
of the Stoa of Regulus: one denariusto each Corinthiancitizen.
The Regulian Stoa, apparentlyin ruins, was restoredto providefifty oikoi;apparently
it is identical with the "Stoanext to the stadium with its vaulted rooms and furnishings"
(Stele A, lines 24-26: item 4). L. Castricius Regulus, who was a major benefactorof the
sanctuary,2presumablybuilt this stoa in the 1st centuryafter Christ. He was agonothetesof
games honoring the emperor Tiberius. After the reconstructionof the Stoa, it would certainly dishonor Regulus to replace his name with that of Priscus even in the unofficial
(Stele A, line 29; cf. the more circumspectlanguageof the proconsul,Stele B, line 16) title of
the building;there may even have been interestswhich would objectto the replacementof
Regulus' name. A differentdescriptivephrase had to be substitutedin the catalogueof Priscus' benefits. The neutral phrasing of lines 24-26 (4.j) would have avoidedconflict.The
text of lines 15-17 of Stele B seem to indicatethat Priscus'contributionmay have been more
in the line of a reconstructionthan a completelynew undertaking.The documentationforwarded to the proconsulstressedthe fifty oikoi, while the catalogueallows referenceto the
reconstructionof the stoa also.
One other benefactionfrom the catalogueon Stele A is cited also on Stele B. Item 3.i indicates that Priscus restored"the ramps and foundationsunderminedby earthquakesand
age." In lines 10-12 of Stele B referenceis made in more floridterms to his having restored
both "whathas been strippedaway beneaththe stadiumby earthquakesas well as what has
been plundered by age."3 The cryptic phrase Ta KaaTa o-Ta'-Tov masks the ramps (avaPcaTEts-)and foundations (a'vaXj1'q,aTa) of the catalogue. Quite clearly in the context of

Stele B these are past services,presumablycited as evidenceof Priscus' bonafides.
Priscus undertookitem 4 of the catalogue v7rEpayopavopktas. The agoranomia of the
Isthmia is not to be confused with the office of aedile of the Colonia Laus Julia Corinthiensis.4 When he sought the office he promised a summa honoraria,as Louis Robert
recognized.I
D. The significantdocumentof Stele B is a rescriptfrom a Roman official. Broneer(1939,
p. 183) recognizedthe possibilitythat he would be the governorof Achaia, an official normally of proconsularrank. The new fragmentwould seem to support this conclusion,for
the single word which can be read clearly in the first six lines, avOv7raTos,
translates as
"proconsul"in the nominativecase. The word is preservedbecauseits letterswere inscribed
more deeply than any of the others on the surface, and they have survivedthe wear which
2

Kent, no. 153, pp. 70-73.

3

For a Latin equivalent of v'7ro7TaAaLoTr7)ro9 oE8araPvr/E'Pa see AEpigr 1979, no. 302.

4

Geagan, 1968, pp. 75-76.
IRobert,1940, pp. 49-5 1.
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has polished so much of the surfacesmooth.Why it was inscribedmore deeply is not clear,
but it is possible to surmise a reinscribingwithin an erasure. Surfacewear, however, does
not permit verification.A nominative ending comes immediatelybefore the title and may
representthe remains of the proconsul'sname. Space for one letter is preservedbetween the
word aOv07raros and the breakat the end of the stone, but it is too badly worn to permit any
attemptto read the lost letter. Possibly the proconsul'sreply to the Corinthiansbegins with
his name, or a petition to the proconsulis foreseenin the text of anotherdocument.
The significant reply of the proconsul begins in line 17. It might be translated as
follows:
Thereforesince Priscuscomportshimself generouslyalso in this so
as to give to the citizens each a denarius as a price6for the aforementioned locale, not only do I assent to the proposal of the senate and
populus, but also I congratulatethe man so generously comporting
himself in all matters. And I permit the aforesaid locale to be made
over to him under the following conditions,that in perpetuity the resulting oikoi be available to the athletes free of charge on the occasion
of the games and that the agonotheteson each occasion have the authority to allot guest chambers to them. If perchance anyone should
objectto this he shall be free to instructme beforethe Kalendsof January next. It is my prayerthat you prosper.Given four days beforethe
Kalends of Decemberand read from the rostrathe day beforethe Kalends of December.
After he acknowledgesPriscus' generosity for paying the citizens each a denarius for
"the aforementionedlocale",that is the Stoa of Regulus, he lists three decisions. First he
accedes to the proposed decree7of the senate and populus. Under such a form Priscus'
proposalreachedthe proconsul.Second,he congratulatesPriscusbecausehe comportshimself so generouslyin all things. The phrasing picks up that of lines 9-12, but a few changes
are made. The citation of a specific generosity is replaced by the more general phrase Eiv
a7ra-tv; where Priscus was praised as a man "who has servedhis polis in a most generous
fashion" ([7re]7roA\revrEvov 4XorTELorara), a more sober expression has been substiis a clear echo of line 9 and reflectslanguage characteristic
tuted,8 but the verb a7XoptEXOAat
of letters from emperorsand administrators.9
The third decision, however, is the most substantial, for significant additional provisions are given. The oikoi are to remain availablefree of chargefor athletes at the festival in
perpetuity. Both the function of the oikoi is specifiedand the prohibitionagainst charging
I

For this translationsee Robert, 1966, p. 755.
Gnome appears to have been used as a technical term for a decree which could not be enactedwithout
approval of an authority outside the normal political organs. See D. J. Geagan, Hesperia, Suppl. XII, The
Athenian ConstitutionAfterSulla, Princeton 1967, pp. 161-162. In Greek constitutionalusage it refers to a
motion before it is enacted.
Theadverbof line 10 is echoedtwice(4\[X]Or4L'wgSavacrpeku-aL in lines 17-18 and avaorpE6(oEvoV
in lines 22-23), although a differentverb is substituted.
OTXorE4LAs,
I See Robert, 1940, pp. 44-45.
7
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fees is guaranteed.Further, the authority for assigning xenia is to remain in the hands of
each of the successiveagonothetaiwho manage the celebrationof the games. Robert (1940,
p. 48) interpretsxenia to mean housing and suggests parallels for the use of such units as
housing for athletes during festivalsand as shops in the interveningperiods.This is the first
referenceto the proposed use of the oikoi. One other phrase might possibly be connected
with the functionof the oikoi, TOts, XPtooLa&OX7T[as-in
line 14. This phrase occurswithin
the portion of the text presumedto reflectthe gnome of the Corinthiansenate and populus,
and it may have been one of the proposeduses for the stoa. If this is so, the proconsulseems
to have made a significant alteration in the plans of the Corinthians. What was the relationship of the "oilers"to the athletes? Presumablythe formerwere engaged in economic
activity and expected reimbursementfrom the latter. Were rentals chargedfor their business premises? To whom would such rentals have been paid?10Line 24 of Stele A has
already been cited to indicate that the Stoa was near the stadium. In the catalogueof Priscus' benefactionsthe provision of lodging (1) is treated quite separately from the reconstructionof the Stoa (4).
As agoranomosof the Isthmian festival Priscus would certainly have had control of
commercialtransactionswithin the sanctuary,including the allotment of space for them.11
Not only is the proconsulcarefulto specifythat duringthe time of the games Priscus' shops
are to be reservedfor hospitality,but he also takes controlof the use of the shops out of the
hands of the agoranomos.The agonothetes,to whom the power was transferred,appears to
have been the most prestigious official during the games at Isthmia accordingto the preserved documentation.12If Priscus, however, were archiereusor imperial high priest (see
below) at the same time that he was agoranomos,he would have accumulateda very powerful combinationof offices.
In addition to the major portion of Priscus' promise, the text of one other documentis
missing from our records,the draft decree (gnome) of the Corinthiansenatuspopulusque.
Lines 1-17 of Stele B, however, would appear to quote extensivelyfrom it, even if they are
not the closing lines of that document.Such a decreecould have included provisionfor an
embassyto the provincialgovernorseeking his approvaland his congratulationsfor Priscus
(lines 9-10), especially when the specificgroundsfor those congratulationsinclude repairs
to the stadium (lines 10-12), which might be seen as closely related to the proposedproject
and which provide evidenceof Priscus' bonafides. Additionalgrounds for congratulations
might be found in the pending offer to constructthe fifty oikoi with the remains of the Stoa
of Regulus (lines 15-17).
The documentsexhibit a carefulbalancebetween a tendencytoward hyperbolicglorification of Priscus on the part of the Corinthiansand possiblya degreeof scepticismfrom the
governor.Some examples of contrastbetween phrasingson Stele B have been cited above. Is
10

The prevalenceof venality among Roman officialshas been surveyedrecently by R. MacMullen, Corruptionand the Decline of Rome, New Haven 1988, pp. 122-137.
11 The examples of the recent Los Angeles Olympicsand the Calgary Winter Olympicshave demonstrated
clearly the ties which bind commercial interests with the provision of facilities and services in a modern
context.
12 Geagan, 1968, pp. 70-7 1.
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it possible that the catalogue of Stele A overstates Priscus' contributions?Robert (1940,
p. 49) recognizedthat items 1 and 4 in the cataloguemay be a doublet.The first referenceto
hospitality for visiting athletes is contained in the third of the proconsulardecisions. Although the text of the Corinthiangnome is not certainlypreserved,there are points at which
this hospitality might have been cited but seems not to have been. It is particularlynotable
that hospitality is separatedfrom the constructionin the catalogueof Priscus' benefactions
to the shrine.
Various reasonshave been advancedfor the involvementof the proconsul.Accordingto
Broneer,the property did not belong to the city but was part of the sacreddomains of the
Isthmian sanctuary.But Priscus apparentlybelievedthat the lands were available for purchase from the Corinthians,and the Corinthian senate and populus were indeed ready to
sell them. Robert (1940, pp. 45-48) offers two reasons:first, the question is one of public
finance,which the Imperialadministrationsupervisedvery closely;and second,the locale in
question is part of the ager publicus of the Corinthians.Either the land was ager publicus
locatedin the vicinity of the sanctuary,and the city was free to disposeof it, although subject
to approval, or the land belonged to the sanctuary.In the latter case the Corinthianpolity
appearsto have had full controlof the Isthmianfestivaland its site. Despite the alienationof
the property,the conditionsaddedby the proconsulrequire the continuedpublic use of the
locale as a condition of the transaction,at least during the period of the games. Was he
protectingpublic land from being divertedto private uses? In his response he specifically
refers to and approvesthe financialarrangementsfor the transferof the land.
Publius Licinius Priscus Juventianus the archiereusis known from a Latin dedication
on a statue base found at Ancient Corinth.13The agnomenJuventianus links him with the
man named in Greek on a base discoveredat Isthmia.14The title of archiereusand the
cognomen (the agnomen, if it were present, has been worn off) are restoredby West in a
Greek text from Ancient Corinth originally edited by Meritt,15and a fragmentaryGreek
text from Ancient Corinth includes neither the agnomennor priestly officeamong the preservedletters.16Finally, two monumentscite a man of this name merely as hiereus.Neither
was found at the ancient sites of Isthmia or Corinth, but both may be presumedto have
come from Isthmia. The first is a base for a statue which identifies the subjectas Juventianus the priest.17The other is a marblestatue of Poseidonwith his dolphin supportingthe
left leg; the name of P. Licinnius Priscus, hiereusis inscribedin Greek in the mouth of the
dolphin. This statue was transportedultimatelyto Madrid (IG XIV, 2543), where its presence escapedthe notice of subsequentscholars(IG IV, 202).
West (p. 55) points out that the Licinii were a prominentfamily at Corinth. The high
priesthoodof the imperial cult for the province(archiereia)must have markeda high point
in its social attainments. West suggests that the archiereus"Lucanius"who entertained
He dedicateda statue of the priestessof Victoria, Kent, no. 199, p. 89.
SEG XXVI, no. 410. The grammaticalcase of the name is not preserved,and it is not clear whether he
was dedicatoror subjectof a statue.
15 Meritt, no. 105, p. 73, as restoredby West, p. 55.
16 Kent, no. 200, p. 89, which might be restoredequally well in the nominative,dative, or accusativecase.
17 Kent, no. 201, p. 89.
13
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Plutarch (quaest. conviv. V.3.I) could be the same man.18West further suggests that the
agnomenJuventianus is derivedthrough Priscus' mother from the family of the agonothetes of A.D. 41 (?), Juventius Proclus.19The hellenodikesJuventius20may be a descendant.
Because so few individual Corinthians are known, specific identificationsmust remain
tentative.

The date of the Isthmian dossieris not certain.West (p. 54) sought to associateline 11
of Face B (3.i of Face A) with the known earthquakeof Vespasian's reign. Kent (p. 121),
however,judges that the letter forms of the various documentsassociatedwith Juventianus
belong about a centurylater. The dossierof Priscus' gifts to the sanctuaryhe thinks falls in
the latter half of the 2nd centuryafter Christ, probably"withinten years of A,D. 170."The
later date is consonantwith Athenianorthography.Neither stele fromthis dossiershows the
strong influence of Latin epigraphic style which characterizesmuch of the Greek lettering
at Corinth itself.
Priscus' undertakingsaffected numerous cult sites at Isthmia. Aside from his undertakings in the stadium,the cataloguegives him creditfor constructingthe Palaimonionwith
its adornments(2.a) and the enagisterion(2.b). These are the first two in a list of cult sites
which Priscus constructed"gratuitously"(f'KTCA)v 'i3t'cv). Pausanias' agenda2"has led Broneer to identify the Palaimonion with a precinct immediatelysouth of the precinct of Poseidon'stemple, at the westernend, althoughthere is evidencefor a cult site of Palaimonalso
near the seashore.22Ultimately the area identifiedas the Palaimonionwas dividedinto two
distinctenclosedareas. The one on the east surroundeda pit filled with the remainsof burnt
offerings,while the one on the west enclosedthe concretefoundationon which the Temple of
Palaimonpresumablywas built, althoughfew architecturalremainsof this temple havebeen
identified.The foundationitself was centeredover and included a reservoiroriginally belonging to the ArchaicStadium,and this was refurbishedfor use in the Romancult. Between
the two enclosedareas a corridorruns on a north-south axis. Its northernboundaryis the
convexface of a semicircularportalleading into the sanctuaryof Poseidon.
The enagisterionmust have been the site of the enagismosor offering to the dead. A
parallel for such an offering is now availablefrom the cult of the hero Aristomenesat Messene,23where a bull was offeredas an enagismos.The principalfeaturesof the easternpartof
Palaimon'sprecinctare three sacrificialpits. Each containedburnt animal bones, "allcattle,
in somecasesat least young bulls, which had been burnedwhole."24Each of the later two pits
was largerthan the previousone, each was the focusof an enclosurelargerthan the previous
one, and each was displaced farther toward the southeastfrom the southeast cornerof the
Puech (1983, p. 26), however, questionsthis conclusion.
West, p. 55.
20
Meritt, no. 15, line 13, pp. 18-21.
21II.2.I. See Isthmia II, pp. 99-112.
22
Pausanias, 1I.I.3. Possibly this precinctis illustratedon a numberof coins of the Roman Imperial period:
BMC, Corinth,nos. 594 (Hadrian), 610-613 (Marcus), 622, 623 (Lucius), 634, 635 (Commodus),648, and
649 (Septimius).
23 A. Orlandos, HpaKTLKa
1959, pp. 162-173, lines 12-14. See J. and L. Robert, Bulletin epigraphique
1966, no. 200.
24 Isthmia II, p. 102, note 8. The bones have been studied more recentlyby David Reese.
18
19

THE ISTHMIAN DOSSIER OF P. LICINIUS PRISCUS JUVENTIANUS

359

Temple of Poseidon.The scale of each of these changeswas especiallysignificantin the case
of the last pit, and, while the periodsof use of the firsttwo seem to have been continuous,the
last representsan abruptbreak.Potteryand lamps25foundamongthe bones and ash of each
pit suggest the chronology.Pit A, the earliest, was used from the middle of the 1st century
until aroundA.D. 80,26 pit B for the remainderof the 1st centuryand possiblyinto the 2nd.27
Pit C, the largest and latest, includeddebrisfrom two levels of use. The earlier level represents "apretty completebreakwith what goes before."Its materialsbelong aroundthe middle of the 2nd century"andmaybe earlier."The later level representsuse in the secondhalf,
probablylate, of the 2nd century,possiblycontinuinginto the 3rd.28These three pits represent Broneer'sfirstthree periodsof use in the shrineof Palaimon,and the associatedremains
seem to have reflectedan importantpart of the cultic activity.Closely associatedwith these
pits were large numbersof lamps, especiallyPalaimonionTypes and Type XVI, which were
locally manufacturedparticularlyfor the cult.29
The catalogue on Stele A distinguishes the enagisterionfrom the Palaimonion. The
precinct associated with the cult of Palaimon consists of the two enclosed areas and the
corridorbetween them. The enclosure to the east with Sacrificial Pit C must correspond
with the enagisterion.The enclosed foundation with its temple on the west must be the
Palaimonionproper.Associatedwith the enagisterionin the catalogueof Priscus'donations
was the "sacredportal"(2.b). This presumablywas the portalto the precinctof Poseidonat
which the northernend of the corridorterminated.Broneer'schronologyassociatesSacrificial Pit C with the third period of construction,the gateway with the fourth, and the
Temple with its precinct,as well as the stoa which serves as the southernboundaryof the
temenos of Poseidon, with the fifth. The archaeologythus defines the stages of Priscus'
generositymore clearly than the catalogue.
Coins as early as Hadrian picture within an architecturalsetting a statue of the dead
child Melikertes carriedby the dolphin.30More elaboratedversionsappear on coins of later
emperors, including Marcus (BMC, Corinth, nos. 614, 615), Lucius (BMC, Corinth,
no. 624), Geta (BMC, Corinth,no. 676), and Caracalla.The first archaeologicalevidenceof
a temple occursin Broneer'sfifth period. This must be the temple representedon the later
coins. A temple was certainlypresentby the time of the visit of Pausanias (A.D. 155-170).31
There is no evidence for a Temple of Palaimon before the fifth period of construction,
whether this be identifiedwith the Hadrianicor with the later coins. It is possible,however,
that an earlier structurehas been lost to the archaeologicalrecord.
25 Dr. John Hayes of the Royal Ontario Museum has communicatedby letter recentrevisionsto his earlier
chronologicalobservations.The earlier dates were used by Broneer(Isthmia II).
26 Isthmia II, p. 100, note 6, revisedby Hayes.
27
Isthmia II, p. 101, note 7, revisedby Hayes.
28 Isthmia II, p. 102, note 8, revisedby Hayes. The quotationscome from Hayes's letter. The large lamp by
Se[koundos],type XXVII E, was found in this pit: Isthmia III, pp. 70 and 71, no. 2843.
29 Isthmia III, pp. 2-3, 26-54, and 92.
30 Isthmia II, p. 110, note 14. Citations in the text below are supplementaryto the materials cited by
Broneer.
31 And presumablybeforethe death of Regilla, wife of Herodes: Puech, 1983, pp. 37-38.
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Recent careful stratigraphicexcavationsat Ancient Corinth itself have shown evidence
of two major earthquakes,that of A.D.77 and the "devastating"one which is the terminal
point for Phase 3 of the stratigraphyof the area east and south of the Theater. An important
restoration of the Odeon by Herodes Atticus ca. A.D. 175 can be located "within the middle

of Phase 4."32 Priscus' repairs to "theramps and foundationsunderminedby earthquakes
and age" (3.i) find a tantalizing parallel in the benefactionsof another man.33An earthquake of notable intensity causing significantdamageat both sites may have occurredin the
third quarter of the 2nd century, possibly compoundingdamage from earlier occasions.
Priscus' repairs to the stadium (Stele B, lines 10-12) could have followed this event.34
Priscus constructedthe peribolos, or enclosure, for the sacred grove. Presumably the
grove was filled with the pine trees for which Isthmia was famous. A pine tree was one of
the sacred symbols of the cult of Palaimon/Melikertes.3s The pine crowns of Isthmian
victorsprobablywere providedby this grove.The only clues to its locationare two surviving
votive offerings,neither of which was foundin situ.36 Priscuswas responsiblefor numerous
cult sites within the grove, but none of these have been located.
Unfortunatelyfor our knowledgeof the inscriptionand for a definitivechronology,the
evidencefrom the stadium and from the stoa associatedwith it remains unexcavated.37
Juventianus' constructionprogramoccurredin the latter half of the 2nd century after
Christ. As the archaeologicalevirdencesuggests, it must have been spread over an extended
period of time, as one project followed another. The inscription would have been set up
upon the completionof the restorationof the Stoa of Regulus as fifty oikoi.The evidencefor
that part of the projectmust await the excavationof the stadium.
DANIELJ. GEAGAN
MCMASTER UNIVERSITY

Departmentof History
Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4LD
Canada

C. K. Williams, II and OrestesH. Zervos, "Corinth,1986: Temple E and East of the Theater,"Hesperia
56, 1987 (pp. 1-46), pp. 4, 23, 25.
33 For Herodes' gifts to Corinth and to Isthmia see now W. Ameling, Herodes Atticus I (Subsidia Epigraphica XI), Hildesheim 1983, pp. 86-90.
34 The argumentof Puech (1983, pp. 35-39) presumesthat Juventianus undertooka "programmede constructions"during his tenure as high priest. The evidencepermits only the conclusionthat these projectshad
been completedat a point during his tenure when the inscriptionwas set up. That point could have occurred
equally well after as before the period when the high priest normally was also helladarch,that is, after the
tenure of the last high priest and helladarchin the third quarterof the 2nd century (pp. 29-30) or before the
tenure of the first man to combinethe offices (pp. 17-21).
35 Isthmia II, pp. 1 and 110, note 14. G. Roux, Pausanias en Corinthie,Paris 1958, p. 87, note to i.3.
36 Isthmia II, pp. 113-122.
3 For trial trenchesin the later stadium see Isthmia II, pp. 55-64, 66.
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a, b. Isthmia I 261 (Stele B, lines 1-14)
DANIEL S. GEAGAN: THE ISTHMIAN DoSSIER

OFP. LICINIUS

PRISCUS JUVENTIANUS

