EXCAVATIONSAT MOCHLOS, 1992-1993
(PLATEs
50-64)

HE GREEK-AMERICANEXCAVATIONSat Mochlos continued during the

T

summersof 1992 and 1993, markingfive successiveyears of excavation.'
The focus of the excavationcontinuedto be the islandof Mochlos, with its extensiveLate
Minoan (LM)IB settlement,as well as earlierMinoan and later LM III remains(Fig. 1), but
workwas also conductedat four siteson the adjacentcoastalplain, includingtwo outpostsof
the LM IB settlementand a cemeteryof chambertombs belongingto the LM III settlement
on the island.

PREPALATIALAND PALATIALPERIODS
MOCHLOS
ISLAND
One of the main goals of the 1992 and 1993 seasons was to complete the excavation
of the Neopalatial houses in Area E3 on the island, the settlement area where Richard
Seager began to uncover houses, Blocks B and C, in 1908 and where the current project
discovered a large ashlar building in 1991.2 To this end, the excavation opened 14 new
trenches,all in this area, bringingthe total numberopened to date in the settlementarea to
61 (Fig.2).3 Until now the strategyofthe excavationhas been to excavatedown to the LM IB
levels in any given trench and then, with few exceptions, stop, leaving excavation of earlier
levels to a later date. A secondary goal in the 1993 season, then, was to excavate below
LM IB levelsin selectedlocationsin orderto date the constructionof particularbuildingsand
explore earlier occupation on the site. Extensive Late Hellenistic and Byzantine remains
were encounteredjust below the surface, particularlyin the area of the ashlar building,
and this discovery slowed progresstoward achieving the intended goals. We nevertheless
succeeded in completing the excavation of one large house, House C.3, at the same time
that parts of two new adjacent houses were exposed. In addition, earlier Prepalatialand
Protopalatialremainswere uncoveredin severaltrenches.
1

The project, begun in 1989, continues to be sponsored by the American School of Classical Studies
at Athens in cooperation with the Greek ArchaeologicalService, and the project is indebted to both for its
excavation permit. It continued to receive financialsupportfrom several sources: the National Endowment
for the Humanities (GrantNo. RO 219232-89, which expired in 1992), the Institutefor Aegean Prehistory,
the Samuel H. Kress Foundation,the Universityof North Carolina at Greensboro(UNCG), Baron Philippe
Lambert,and other privatedonors. In 1993 it also receivedsupportfrom the General Greene chapter of the
American-HellenicProgressiveAssociation. The directorsof the excavation take this opportunity to thank
all the sourcesthat made the 1992 and 1993 seasonspossible.
For additionalacknowledgmentssee pp. 229-230.
2 Seager 1909, pp. 281-288; Soles and Davaras 1994, pp. 405-411.
3 Forthe scheme used to numberareasand trenchesand the excavationmethodology,see Soles and Davaras
1992, p. 419, note 21.
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FIG.1. Mochlos Island:BronzeAge settlementremains
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FIG.2. Mochlos Island: trenchesin settdementarea, 1989-1993
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PREPALATIAL PERIOD

The 1992 and 1993 excavations uncovered remains of two Prepalatialstructuresin
two differentareas, making a total of three Prepalatialbuildings exposed by the current
excavations.4 The first of these, found in 1989, is located on the water's edge beneath the
LM I houses C.1 and C.5. PrepalatialHouse 2, found in 1992, is located beneath Block B,
midwaybetween those found by Seagerto the west beneath BlockA and to the east beneath
House C.2.5 The third house, discoveredin 1993, lies to the north of House 1 beneath the
street that runs alongsideHouse C.3. These houses are scatteredwidely,and while some of
them may be earlierthan others, their remainsindicatethe extent of Prepalatialoccupation
at the site. Since later occupation often cut down through Prepalatiallevels to bedrock,
it may not be possibleto learn the densityof this occupation.
House2 (AreaE3, Trenches 6300, 6400, 7300, 7400)
Prepalatial
Of this house only parts of three rooms and a few walls survive, but its remains are
neverthelessinterestingarchitecturallyand stratigraphically(Fig.3). The building is located
beneath an indentation in the south fasade of the Neopalatial building B.2; the walls of
the later building cut down into the earlierbuilding on its west and east. Its location here
provides the best explanationfor the indentation in the south fa9ade of B.2: the builders
of B.2 exposed the earlier structurebut were perhaps reluctant to destroy it, and so they
erectedtheirwalls aroundit, to the east, west, and north, leaving a gap in the south facade of
B.2 that measuresca. 5.10 m. wide (east-west)and up to 4 meters deep (north-south).
Part of the south fa~adeof the Prepalatialbuildingis stillpreservedrunningeast-west in
this indentation between the two later walls of B.2, and part of the north rear wall of the
buildingalso survivesbehind Room 3. It is unclearhow far the buildingmay have extended
to east and west, however, since B.2 was sunk below the level of the Prepalatialbuilding
to the east, and a later wall beneath B.2 also cut below the level of the building on the west.
The eastern room, Room 1, is divided near the center by a short spur wall; the eastern side
has been cut off by the later wall belonging to B.2, but its north-south dimensionsmeasure
ca. 3.40 m. A small stone bench is located in the southwestcorner. The western rooms are
completely preserved even though the later wall of B.2 rests on top of their western wall
and partly overlies them on this side. A curious, short segment of wall, apparentlyLM IB
in date, also lies atop the southwesternroom, Room 2. Room 2 measuresca. 1 m. by 2.30 m.
and Room 3, at the northwestcorner of the building,ca. 1 m. by 2.60 m.
Even in its ruined state, the buildingresemblesmany tombs in the Prepalatialcemetery
that lies a short distance away to the northwest.6 Like so many of these, it makes use of a
rise in the bedrockto the north as its rearboundaryand as a beddingfor its walls, runningits
walls out from this bedrock toward the south at right angles to it. Remains of one mud
brickwere found in the southwesternroom of the building,confirmingthat, like many of the
tombs, House 2 was built of mud brickrestingon low rubblesocles.
4 For PrepalatialHouse 1, see Soles and Davaras 1992, p. 426 and 1994, pp. 394-396.
5 Seager 1909, pp. 278-279, 283-284, 291-292.
6 Its plan with two adjacentroomsplaced sideby side, each with its own interiorspurwall, recallsPalaikastro
Tomb III. See Soles 1992, pp. 183-184, fig. 72.
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FIG.3. Plan of PrepalatialHouse 2

Most of the finds from the building came from its northern half, where they were
shelteredby the bedrockrise, while the southernside of the building was disturbedby later
occupation. In Room I two distinct floors were uncovered. The uppermost lay at an
elevation of +5.91-5.76 m. and contained a Vasilike-warejug (P 805) and numerous stone
tools (GS 637-642); some later Minoan pottery was mixed with the Early Minoan (EM)
pottery from this level, but the remainsof an EM IIB level may neverthelessbe recognized
here. A lower floor level lay at an elevation of +5.76-5.49 m. and was originallypaved
with green schistslabs. It containedpartof a fine gray-warepyxis (P 857) and many pieces of
EM IIA burnished goblets and dark-on-lightware but no Vasilikeware; it may be dated
to the EM ILAphase. Similarstratigraphywas noted in Room 2, where the uppermostlevel,
disturbedby some latermaterial,was reachedat +5.96-5.76 m. and the lower floor level was
reached at +5.76-5.56 m. EM IIA potterylay at this lower level, includinga finejug with a
vestigialhandle (P 824).
Another deposit from the buildingwas foundjust outside its west wall. Badly disturbed,
with EM I to EM IIB potteryin everypass, it may belong to anotherroom in the house which
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was ruined by the later LM I constructionaround it. The deposit contained an unbroken
goblet of dark-brownburnishedware (P 942; P1.50:a),very similarto one found by Seager in
BlockA,7 which should probablybe dated to the EM IIA phase.
More depositsremainto be excavatedat lower levels in all three rooms, but at presentit
is possible to note that the building was constructedlate in EM I and has well-preserved
occupationlevels of the EM IIA and IIB periods.
House3 (AreaE3, Trenches 5000, 6000)
Prepalatial
House 3 lies beneath the alley that runs along the east side of House C.3 (p. 194 below)
and beneath a newly discoveredhouse, C.7, that lies to its north and east (Fig. 6, p. 185
below). The northwestcorner of House 3 lies 0.46 m. beneath the southwestcorner of C.7,
Room 1, and its southwestcorner lies directlybeneath the northeastcorner of House C.3,
Room 1.4. The western part of its south wall was reused in the Neopalatial period as the
top step of the staircasethat leads up from the lower level of the alley between Houses C.2
and C.4 to the higher level that runs alongside C.3. The building differsfrom the other
Prepalatialbuildingsfound to date in both its constructionand its large quantityof EM III
pottery. Only the western side of the house has been excavated, but it appears to have
formed part of a large rectangularbuildingwith north-south dimensionsof ca.4.80 m. The
exposed walls are straightand meet at right angles;they are much more carefullybuilt and
more massive than the walls in the other Prepalatialhouses. About one meter wide, they
are capable of supportinga second story.
Although a deposit ca. 0.50 m. deep has been excavatedinside the house, no floor level
has yet been found. A large quantity of broken EM III pottery has been found, however,
with both white-on-blackand dark-on-lightstyles appearing side by side. Some Vasilike
ware has been found in the deepest passes. Furtherexcavation in 1994 might determine
whether the superiorconstructionof House 3 is due to a relativelylate constructiondate
in the Prepalatialperiod or to differencesin function.8
OLD PALACEPERIOD

Very little materialof the Protopalatialperiod has been found at Mochlos. It includes a
small amount of pottery from Tomb Lambda and from an open hearth beneath the LM I
plateia separatingHouse C.1 and C.5, both located in 1989, and perhaps a third deposit
beneath House D, found by Seager.9 The first substantialdeposit was found only at the
end of the 1991 season.
H. of P 942, 0.152 m.; cf. Seager 1909, p. 279, fig. 2, no. 1.
This house should not be dated to the MM IA period, as V. Watrousdates it in his recent survey of the
Prepalatialperiod (Watrous1994, p. 721). The pottery is classicEM III of the sort describedby P. Betancourt
(1984, pp. 9-17, the middlephase, and 1985, pp. 53-62) and others,and it may well prove to be stratifiedabove
an earlierEM IIB deposit,just as was one which Seager found beneath Block A (Seager 1909, pp. 278-280).
Watrous to the contrary,EM III has been found in stratifieddeposits and exists as a separate pottery style
and chronologicalperiod in eastern Crete. It cannot be eliminated even though it stands in the way of the
diffusionistmodel that Watrousintroducesto explain Minoan culturalchange.
9 Soles and Davaras 1992, pp. 422-423, 426-428.
8
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DepositinAreaE3, Trenches
5900, 6900
This deposit was found beneath the Middle Minoan (MM)III/LM IA foundationlevel
of Room 2.3 in the Neopalatial house C.3 (Fig. 6, p. 185 below) at an elevation of +5.805.50 m.10 It is associated with a short stretch of wall that runs along its north side at a
pronounced angle to the later Neopalatial walls and which was overlain toward the north
with scatteredstones thought to have fallen from this wall. The deposit contained a large
number of animal bones and some carbon; it may belong to an upper-storycollapse of a
Protopalatialhouse, which was largely destroyedwhen House C.3 was built. The floor of
this house has not been reachedyet, althoughca.0.30 m. of the deposit has been excavated.
The deposit contained a number of well-preservedvases which might be dated to an
advanced stage of the Protopalatialperiod because of the MM III/LM IA material found
immediatelyabove. No continuoussequenceof Old and New Palace potteryhas been found
at Mochlos, and there may well have been a breakin occupationon the islandbetween these
periods that lasted a considerablelength of time. Other features of the pottery, however,
particularlythe scarcityofpolychromeand the concentricridgesand grooveson the carinated
cups, point to a date well into the MM II period. The deposit is important since it is the
firstsubstantialone of this period at Mochlos and showssome interestingparallelswith other,
contemporarydepositsin East Crete. Much of the potteryis decoratedonly with a fine black
slip that has a metallic sheen or with a slip that fired red. Occasionallya clean, brightwhite
paint, quite unlike the creamy white of earlier EM III pottery, is used for decoration; it is
usually thick and well fired, differingin this regard from the fugitive white of the MM I
pottery described by Seager." Favorite shapes among the fine ware are carinated cups,
tumblers,and straight-sidedcups with beveled edges around the base. Most of the coarse
ware is temperedwith local phyllite,althoughless often than in the LM I period, and there is
also a good amount of potterytemperedwith a granitic-dioriticinclusion,a materialfound in
the Gournia area.
P 430. Miniaturejug
Intact. H. 0.075, D. of base 0.041 m. Medium
to coarse, reddish yellow clay (3YR 6/6); phyllitetempered fabric. Miniaturejug with trefoil spout;
verticalhandle, round in section. Unslipped.
Cf. Walberg 1983, p. 173, shape no. 131.
P 600. Jug
Intact. H. 0.202, D. of rim 0.127, of base 0.096 m.
Medium to coarse, reddish yellow clay (5YR 6/6);
phyllite-temperedfabric. Open-mouthed jug with
semicircularspout at rim and opposing verticalhandle, round in section. Unslipped.
Cf. Walberg 1983, p. 170, shape no. 116.
10

Fig. 4
P 643. Tumbler
Nearly complete. H. 0.056, D. of rim 0.087, of base
0.037 m. Fine, pink clay (7.5YR 8/4). Tumblerwith
concave, flaring profile. Black slip on interior and
exterior,includingbase. In added white, two groups
of four arcs, pendent from exterior rim, and band
around base.
For the shape, cf. Dawkins 1903, p. 302, fig. 1:6a,
from Palaikastro.
Fig. 5
P 647. Tumbler
About one third of vase with complete profile. H.
0.066, D. of base 0.05 m. Fine, reddish yellow clay
(5YR 6/6), core and exterior burnt. Tumbler with
slightlyconcave sides with horizontalgrooves. Black

For the Neopalatial stratigraphyin this room, see p. 198 below.
l Seager 1909, pp. 292-293; see also Betancourt 1984, p. 55.

JEFFREY S. SOLES AND COSTIS DAVARAS

182

P 643

'I
P655

P657
0

5cm

P 688

P826

FIG.4. Potteryfrom Protopalatialdeposit beneath House C.3: P 643, 655, 657, 688, 826 (D. Faulmannand
B. Pollen)

slip on interiorand aroundexteriorof rim. Groupsof
threearcs,pendent frominteriorrim, in addedwhite.
For the motif, cf. Walberg 1983, p. 44, shape
no. 9(i), 9 and 1O.
P 648.

One-handled
semiglobularcup

Fig. 5; P1.50:d

Handle missing, otherwise nearly complete. H.
0.077, D. of rim 0.113, of base 0.045 m. Fine, yellowish red clay (5YR 5/6). Cup with offset, slightly
everted rim and pronounced foot; missing vertical
handle, round in section. Black slip on interior
and exterior,including base. Band on rim in added
white, three grooves around lower part of body with
bands between in added white and tracesof white in
grooves.

For the shape, cf. Walberg 1983, p. 187, shape
no. 225.
P 655. Jar
Fig. 4
Nearly complete. H. 0.065, D. of rim 0.048, of base
0.036 m. Fine, pink clay (7.5YR 7/4). Jar with
rounded and carinatedprofile. Three wide bands of
black slip around upper part of vase and wavy band
at base; areas between reserved.
P 657. Bridge-spoutedjug
Fig. 4
Preserved:one side with spout and part of opposite
side with handle; base missing. D. of rim ca. 0.13 m.
Fine, reddishyellow clay (5YR 6/6). Jug with cylindrical neck and slighdy convex body profile; vertical handle, round in section. Black slip on exterior
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FIG.5. Potteryfrom Protopalatialdeposit beneath House C.3: P 647, 648, 686, 707 (D. Faulmann)
and around interior of neck, fired with a mottled
red/brown to black/brown surface. Five grooves
on neck. Bands around rim and base of neck in
added white; groups of five vertical bands on body
forming panels with a diagonal line and occasional
dots between, also in added white. Handle with short
diagonallines in white; spout with bands in white.
For the shape, cf. HM 7836 from Mallia (Van
Effenterre1980, p. 520, fig. 733). Forthe decoration,
cf. Dawkins 1903, p. 305, fig. 5:e and f.
P 686.

Carinatedcup with one
Fig. 5
preservedhandle
About three-fourthscomplete. H. 0.039, D. of base
0.034 m. Fine, pink clay (7.5YR 7/4). Carinatedcup
with trefoil mouth and concave body profile above
carination;high-swung strap handle. Black slip on
exterior and around interior of rim; area of handle
and base reserved.
The area opposite the handle is also reserved,
suggesting that this vase may have had a second
handle.

P 688.

Carinatedcup
Fig. 4
About one-fourthcomplete,with rim and body. D. of
rim ca. 0.13 m. Fine, pink clay (7.5YR 8/4). Carinated cup with concave body profile above carination, convex profilebelow. Blackslip on interiorand
exterior; about ten grooves around upper concave
part of cup.
Cf. University (of Pennsylvania) Museum
MS 4628-5 fromGournia(Betancourtand Silverman
1991, no. 409, p. 25). Betancourt(1983) comments,
'Although the carinated cup begins in MM IB, the
ridgedexamplesare not made before MM II. For the
date see the examples [nos. 257, 258] from House A
at Vasilike."
P 707. One-handled carinatedcup
Fig. 5
About one-third complete, missing base. D. of rim
0.158 m. Fine, pink clay (7.5YR 7/4). Carinatedcup
with concave body profile above carination;vertical
handle beginningjust below rim, ending just below
carination, round in section. Black slip on exterior
and around interior of rim; about twelve grooves

184

JEFFREY S. SOLES AND COSTIS DAVARAS

around upper concave part of cup. Arc, pendent
from carination,in added white.
P 756. Small amphora
P1.50:b
Almostcomplete,missingone handle. H. 0.159, D. of
base 0.068 m. Medium-to-fine,red clay (2.5YR 5/6);
phyllite-temperedfabric. Amphora with piriform
body and strap handles. Unslipped, water-wiped
surface.
For the shape, cf. Walberg 1983, p. 162, shape
no. 72, with parallelsfrom Vasilike.
P 826. Jar
Fig. 4
About two thirds of vase with complete profile. H.
0.079, D. of rim 0.075, of base 0.065 m. Fine, pink

clay (7.5YR 7/4). Jar with rounded and carinated
profile. Black slip on exterior, including base, and
around interior of rim. Band around interior of
rim in added white. Band around exterior of rim
in added red with row of dots and narrow band in
added white below. Six plants around side of vase,
alternatingin red and white, each with five groups of
three branches;some of the red branches terminate
in white dots. Plant stems continue onto base.
See Walberg 1983, pp. 59 and 185, motif 24 (vi)
and shape no. 209 with parallels from Palaikastro.
For the motif, cf. HM 3621 and 3622, the famous
kantharoifrom Gournia (Betancourt 1985, p. 102,
fig. 75, where they are dated MM II).

NEW PALACE PERIOD

The excavations of 1992 and 1993 continued to uncover parts of Blocks B and C to
the north of Houses B. 1 and C.2 that Seager had excavated in 1908 (Fig. 6). We were
able to uncover a substantialportion of Building B.2, the southeast corner of which was
discoveredin 1991, and we succeededin locatingthe northeastand southwestcornersof this
building. The excavationof House C.3 was completed,and partsof two additionalhouses in
Block C, 6 and 7, were found in the areasto the north and east of C.3. The road separating
Blocks B and C was traced fartherto the north where it runs between Building B.2 on the
west and Houses C.3 and C.6 on the east (P1.50:c), rising from an elevation of +0.50 m.,
where it begins at the southeastcorner of House B. I near the modern coast, to an elevation
of +I 1.10 m. a short distance beyond the northeastcorner of BuildingB.2. The northern
half of this road, runningalongsideB.2, is chokedwith ashlarblockswhich have not yet been
removed,but gaps in the ashlarcollapseindicatethat the upperportion of the streetis paved
with cobblestones,like the lower sectionclearedby Seager,and is occasionallyprovidedwith
steps as it mounts the south slope of the island. Two side streets open off to the east, one
noted in 1991 that runsalong the south side of C.3 and a second that separatesHouse C.3 on
its north from House C.6.
The alley that separatesHouses C.2 and C.4 was also tracedfartherto the north, where
it opens into a wider area along the east side of House C.3 and provides access to a room
in House C.7. At one time this alley probably continued even farther to the north and
ran into the east-west street separatingC.3 and C.6 before it was blocked by the wall that
joins C.3 and C.7. The continuation of the street separatingBlocks A and B was found
in 1993 at the southwestof BuildingB.2. There is a sharpjog in the road here,just as there is
at the southeastcorner of B.2; at both points there is also a steep rise from the lower sections
of the road running on either side of B. 1. Staircasesshould be located here, rising from
the lower to the higher levels of the road, but it has not yet been possibleto uncover them.
BuildingB.2 (Area E3, Trenches 6500-6700, 7100-7300, 7500-7800, 8100, 8200, 84008800, 9400-9800; Area D3, Trench 200)
When it was discovered in 1991, Building B.2 was identifed as the central building
of the site because of its monumental ashlar facades, the only such fa9ades found on the
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FIG.6. MochlosIsland:AreaE3, BlocksB andC of LMI settlement

island, and because of the evidence for ritual activityin the columnarroom above its pillar
crypt.12 Two of the main objectives of the 1992 and 1993 seasons were to delineate the
boundaries of the building, since only its southeast corner had been located in 1991, and
to confirm its ceremonial function and identifyany others it might have had. To this end,
three groups of trencheswere opened over the building(Fig.2), one over the southwestpart
(Trenches7100-7300, 8100, 8200), one towardthe middle of the building(Trenches75007800, 8400-8800), and one towardthe north side (AreaE3, Trenches 9400-9800; Area D3,
12

Soles and Davaras 1994, pp. 405-411, figs. 8-1 0.
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Trench 200). Work also continued in the southeastsection of the building where a pillar
crypt was found in 1991 (Jrenches 6500-6700). Excavationproceeded slowly because of
the remains of later occupation above B.2: a Late Hellenistic building located above the
eastern half (HellenisticBuilding 1), and a Late Hellenistic fortificationthat ran along its
northernside, both of which had caused some damage to the Minoan structure.
Extending all the way across Block B and terraced at three levels up the slope of the
hill, BuildingB.2 is very large (Fig.6). Although the centralsection was partlydestroyedby
the later Hellenistic occupation, the building appears to have consisted of two wings that
projected toward the south on either side of an indentation in the south fasade. These
two wings, separatedfrom each other on the ground-floorlevel, werejoined at the secondand third-storylevels. It was possible to locate the northeast corner of the building and
to complete the excavation of the eastern wing in 1993 (P1.50:e), but it was not possible
to uncover all of the western wing or of the north side.
The main entrance to the building was found at the second level in Room 2.1 of the
eastern wing (Fig. 6; P1.50:c, lower right). It was located opposite the intersection of the
streetrunningalong the east facadeof the buildingand the streetrunningto the east between
C.3 and C.6; it could thus be approachedfrom three directions. A large threshold stone
of sidheropetrais located here in the doorway 0.18-0.27 m. above street level (Fig. 7).13
A squareblock of ashlarsandstonewas found ca. 0.29 m. above this threshold,where it was
being reusedin a Hellenisticlevel. Becauseone edge had been cut back to form a projecting
rebate and the top cut with three dowel holes, it was possible to identify the ashlar block
as the northjamb of the Minoan doorway and return it to its original position at one side
of the threshold stone.14 A large wooden door set on a pivot placed on the opposite side
of the doorwaywould have swung shut againstthe rebate of this block.
The entrance opens onto a rectangularvestibule, Room 2.1, which leads through a
doorwayin its southwestcorner to Room 2.2, one of the main activityrooms in this wing of
the building (Figs. 6, 7; P1. 50:e). Room 3 of Hellenistic Building 1 sat over the western
half of this vestibule and destroyedwhatever remains of upper-storymaterial might have
existedhere, but the easternhalf of the vestibulehad not been built on, and some upper-story
materialmight have been expected. Instead, considerablewall tumble from the north wall
of the vestibule was found, and the ground-floorlevel was located directly beneath at an
elevation of +7.80-7.62 m. This wall collapsed into the vestibule at the east, but it is still
preservedto its originalheight toward the west, where it rises ca. 2.60 m. to the third-story
level; it is a substantialwall which marks the dividing line between the upper, third level
and the second level. In contrast, the wall along the south side of the vestibule, preserved
only to the height of one course, is rather narrow and probably could not have supported
an upper-storywall. In this case, the vestibule and the rooms to its south in this wing of
the buildingwould have been only a single storyhigh, and the upper,thirdlevel would never
have projectedover them (Fig.8).
13 Thresholdca. 1.73x 0.82 x 0.27 m.
14 Jamb block ca. 0.51 x 0.69 x 0.62 m. A similarblock without the dowel holes is preservedin situon the
south side of the doorway opposite, leading into C.3 (Fig.6).
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7. BuildingB.2, restoredplan of second floor in east wing

Room 2.1 is divided into two parts by a spur wall that projects from the north wall.
It may be significant that the bedrock floor of this vestibule has been cut flat in both parts
of the room except in the area directly in front of the spur wall opposite the entrance, so
that a person entering the room was immediately confronted with natural bedrock rising
ca. 0.60 m. above floor level in this corner. A tall cylindrical stand with a bowl, which shows
traces of burning inside the bowl (P 752; P1. 51 :a), was found broken on this bedrock and
may have stood here as an offering stand or lamp just inside the entrance."5 Two badly
smashed pithoi (P 763, 764) were found next to it.
15

H. 0.347m. Tracesof burningarelocatedon thebaseof thebowlaswellasarounditssides.Itsrimis not
preserved,buttheshapeis not commonlyusedforlamps.
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FIG.8. BuildingB.2, restoredview of firstand second floors in east wing (D. Faulmann)

The doorway in the southwest corner of the vestibule is flanked by flat ashlarjamb
bases, each cut with a single rebate. It leads into the spacious Room 2.2, which is paved
with green schist slabs (Figs. 7, 8; P1. 50:e). Part of this room was uncovered in 1991,16
but its excavationwas completedonly in the 1992 season. It measuresca.3.57 m. by 5.70 m.
and was surroundedby six or seven doorways,five of them with flat ashlarjamb bases, which
opened into other areas. The entrance from the vestibule was located at the northwest
corner. There were three other doorwaysin its west wall: the first,towardthe north, led into
a narrowcorridorto the interiorof the buildingand an interiorstaircasewhich gave accessto
the third level; the second, in the middle of the wall, led into a small closet, Room a; and
the third, toward the south, led into another small, narrow space, Room b, which opened
at its rear into still another, Room c. There must also have been one or two doorways in
the destroyedsouth wall of the room, opening into the columnarroom above the pillarcrypt
found in 1991. Another opened in the east wall of Room 2.2 onto a small landing and
the staircasethat led down to the pillarcrypt.
The focus of Room 2.2 was a large basin located in the floor at the north side (Pls. 50:e,
51:b). Two wooden columns stood here on stone bases on either side of a triangular
slab of purple schist, marked with the shallow hollows of a kernos, and framed the view
into the basin. The basin, lined with plaster, is a shallow rectangular tank measuring
ca. 1.25 x 2.00 x 0.05-0.40 m. A drain opens off its southeastcorner and leads under the
16

Soles and Davaras 1994, p. 410. Forvariantsof the Minoan hall, see Driessen 1982.
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eastwall of the room throughthe eastfacade,where it drainsinto the adjacentstreet(P1.51 :c).
The basin was clearly designed to hold water, and while it may have been filled by hand,
perhapswith waterfrom the pithoi found in the vestibule,an opening may have been located
in the ceiling above to allow rain to fall in. Althoughlittlewas actuallyfound in the basin, the
remains of several cups were found in its drain, including conical cups (P 825, 1025), two
one-handled cups decorated in the alternatingstyle (P 1011, 1547; P1. 51 :d), and a third
with a pattern of curving dotted lines (P 1023), all of which must belong to the very end
of the LM IB period, when the buildingwas destroyed.
HellenisticBuilding 1 (pp. 224-226 below)sat on top of this room and came within a few
inches of destroyingthe Minoan floor; the eastern of the two stone column bases in front
of the basin was probablyremovedat this time. Verylittlewas found on the floor of the room
or on the floorsof the adjacentrooms to the west. Perhapsthe most interestingremainswere
pieces of an incense burner,found near the basin. There was, however,good evidence for
two periodsof use (Fig. 7). In the laterperiod, the originalschistfloor was covered over with
a white plaster floor, ca. 0.02-0.05 m. thick, and a circularschist slab, placed as a column
base on top of this plaster toward the southwest,stood in line with the western of the two
stone column bases on either side of the basin, presumablyfor a third column needed to
support a sagging roof beam. In this second phase, the corridorleading off the northwest
corner toward the staircaseto the upper level was also blocked with a wall; it would then
have been necessary to use a new, more circuitousroute through a long narrow corridor
located behind Rooms a, b, and c to reach the staircaseleading to the third level and other
rooms in the interioron the second level.
In 1992 work also continued on the pillar crypt discoveredthe previous year (P1.52:a,
right foreground). Remains of several pithoi (P 778, 779, 783-787) lay on its floor, but
there were no finds to suggest ceremonial activity of the sort found the previous year in
the collapse from the story above. The western side of the room was excavated to bedrock
in order to ascertainthe date of construction. Since LM IB sherds continued to be found
in all the material beneath the floor, the date of this wing of Building B.2 with its ashlar
fasades appearsto be in the LM IB phase and not earlier.
Trench 6500 was opened to the west of the pillar crypt, and a second pillar crypt was
found beneath the Hellenistic levels, lying adjacent to the eastern crypt on the first level
of the building (Pls. 52:a, b). As in the eastern crypt, the upper-storycollapse above this
western cryptwas still preservedbeneath the Hellenisticbuilding. It was sealed by a layer of
fallen wall debris and lay at an elevation of +6.02-5.45 m. Many small pieces of red wall
plasterwere scatteredthroughoutthe debris,indicatingthat the walls of the columnarroom
above had been painted like those of the room above the easternpillarcrypt. Fragmentsof a
large, closed vessel, decoratedwith an octopus in classic Marine style (P 794; P1.52:c) and
importedfrom Knossos,fragmentsof an incenseburner,and a very small piece of decorated
ivory inlay (B 8) lay at the bottom of this collapse.
The western pillar crypt measuresca. 2.83-3.16 m. by 5.15 m. and is connected to the
easterncryptthrougha doorway,providedwith flat stonejamb bases, at its southeastcorner
(PI1.
52:a). Unlike the pillarin the easterncrypt,the pillarin this room is stillstandingupright,
undamagedby the earthquakethat appearsto have causedthe easternpillarto splitin two at
its base. A monolithic block of calcareoussandstone,it stands ca. 1.40 m. high, restingon a
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foundationslab of green schist. Its top, cut with two dowel holes, supporteda single wooden
beam that ran north-south acrossthe room; the north end of the beam sat in a socket at the
top of the rubblewall along this side of the room, which, like that in the eastern room, is still
preserved.A long narrowbench ran along the entirenorthside of the room, restingon a rise
in bedrock,and steppedin two levels at its easternend.17 Likethe easterncrypt, the western
also appearsto have had a window. It was located in the exteriorwall at the southwestcorner
of the room at about the same height as the one in the eastern crypt, but was somewhat
narrower,ca.0.97 m. wide. It is less easilydistinguishedthan its easterncounterpartsince the
lower part of the exteriorwall at this point is constructedin rubbleand not ashlarmasonry.
The floor of the room lay at an elevation of +5.45-5.34 m.; the only objects found here
were a single conical cup (P 740) and a stone pestle (GS 65 1).
To the south, outside these two pillarcrypts,a low wall, ca. 0.70 m. high, runs alongside
the fagadeof BuildingB.2 (Pls.52:a, 53:a). At the southwest,where the east wing is indented
toward the north, this wall turns to the north and runs along the western side of the wing.
Ashlar blocks from the south fasade had tumbled on top of the wall and into the space
between it and the fasade of the building, and, as a result, it was not possible to excavate
behind it. It appears, however, to have been a low terrace wall that supported a rise
in ground level along the outer side of the south fasade and created a shelf or benchlike
platform. Remains of white plasterwere preservedon top of it. A terracepaved with purple
and green schist and sidheropetraslabs lay to the south, extending out toward House B. 1,
which lay at a much lower level farther down the south slope of the island. One of the
sidheropetraslabs is markedwith a ring of hollows forming a kernos. A large number of
conical cups (P1.53:b),'8many with wick burningsalong their rims indicatingthat they were
being used as lamps, were found on this terraceand on the terracewall to the north. While
some of these may have fallenfrom the columnarrooms on the second level of BuildingB.2,
many were in their originallocations;thus the area outside the pillarcryptsappearsto have
been the-locationof ceremonialactivityduringwhich people lit and depositedlamps in front
of the two pillar shrines.
The road leading past this terraceto the east and towardthe entranceof the building is
still choked with fallen ashlar debris, and it thereforeremains unclear how people gained
access from the road to the terrace. Removal of the ashlarblocksmight reveal some kind of
stepped approachfrom the road. Presumablythe terracecould also have been approached
from the west and from the road separatingBlocksA and B, but LM III reoccupationin this
area (Fig. 1) destroyedthe western limits of the terrace and the specificmeans of approach
from this direction.
The area of BuildingB.2 that lies along the west side of its eastern wing on the secondstory level is badly preserved(Fig. 6). The 1908 excavations cut into the northern part of
this area, and Hellenistic Building 1 cut into the southern part, so that the Minoan floor
level in this area is almost completelylost. Nevertheless,it is possibleto distinguishsegments
of wall that define a rectangularspace, Room 2.3, measuringca. 4.45 m. by 6.50 m. It was a
7 Bench ca. 0.71-0.79 x 5.20 x 0.46 m. For benches in pillarcrypts,see Gesell 1985, pp. 26-29.
18 P 606-609, 615-636, 638-641, 663-674, 679, 680, 692-701, 714-716, 719, 733, 737, 739, 742-747,

749.
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Cylinderseal S 142 from BuildingB.2, Room 2.3 (D. Faulmann)

spacious room in the interior of the building, entered through a doorway at its northeast
cornerwhere two ashlarjambbasesare stillpreserved.In phase 1, it was possibleto approach
this doorway throughthe corridorleading directlyfrom the northwestcorner of Room 2.2,
but in the second phase, after this corridorwas blocked, it was necessary to pass through
the two columnarrooms alongsidethe south fasade and into a long narrowcorridorthat led
to the north behind Rooms a, b, and c towardthe interiorstaircaseleading to the third-story
level (Fig. 7). The west wall of this corridorwas completely demolished because the floor
of Hellenistic Building 1 was sunk way below it, but it can be reconstructedsince one of
thejamb bases of the doorwayleadinginto Room 2.3 is stillpreservedat the north end of the
wall. About 6.45 m. long and only 0.77 m. wide, it led from the columnar room above
the western pillar crypt to the interiorstaircaseand to the doorway into Room 2.3. While
little of this room survived,the care that was taken to provide access to it, its doorway with
ashlarjamb bases, and its size suggest that it had an importantfunction in the building. A
handsome cylinderseal of green serpentine(S 142; Fig. 9) was foundjust inside its doorway.
Although no other find was made in the room to suggestwhat its functionmight have been,
the discoveryof a kitchenin a small room at the west side, Room 2.4, suggeststhat it might
have served as a dining room.
Room 2.4, a smallroom measuringca. 1.80 m. by 2.35 m., is providedwith a doorwayin
its east wall that communicatesdirectlywith Room 2.3. No upper-storycollapse was found
in the room, and the first of three ground-floorlevels was uncovered immediatelybeneath
the wall collapse at an elevation of +7.86-7.73 m. A hearth was located at the northwest
corner, restingon packed layersof schist and yellow clay,where a layer of ash and carbon,
ca. 0.15 m. thick, had accumulated. A stone mortar (GS 703) lay in the southeast corner
just insidethe doorway,and a largenumberof animalbones lay on the floor with the greatest
concentration along the east side of the room. Other finds from this floor level included
a brazier(P 842), partsof two cookingtrays(P 859, 1027),a bone awl (B 9), and a handstone,
or grinder(GS 618).
A second floor was found beneath this one at an elevationof +7.73-7.48 m. This earlier
floor had also been used for cooking, and the room was arrangedin the same fashion, with
ash and carbonfromthe actualcookingareaspreadalong its northside. A tritonshell (Sh 11)
lay nearby toward the west. A second and largermortar (GS 704) was located underneath
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the later one and was sunk into the earth floor. The later mortar belonging to the floor
level above had actuallybeen placed insidethe bowl of the earliermortar.A quern (GS 635),
fragmentsof a cooking tray (P 1030) and cooking dish (P 1032), and a number of cups and
bowls (P 798, 855, 957-959, 967, 1026, 1477)were also found on this floor level.
Still another (third)floor was discoveredbeneath at an elevationof +7.47-7.36 m. This
alsowas used for cooking. The mortar,GS 704, sat on thisfloor alreadyin use, and a patch of
ash and carbonlayjust to its north. Severalvaseswere scatteredaroundthe room, including
a one-handled conical cup (P 793), a shallow bowl (P 836) with an elaborate tortoise-shell
rippledecorationboth inside and outside,and fragmentsof cookingtrays(P 1019, 1020) and
cookingdishes(P 1028, 1031). The potteryin all threelevelsincludedLM IB sherds,and the
variousfloor levels of the room reflectthe period of time that BuildingB.2 remained in use.
The area over the western side of the buildingwhere trenches 7100-7300, 8100, and
8200 were opened was disturbed. It was clear that Seager had dug here and in the area
of the fortificationthat lies to the north. He left rooms in the fortificationexposed and
dumped the earth from them over this area, and so much of the 1992 and 1993 seasons
was spent removing the dump. In some areas Seager or perhaps LM III settlers appear
to have disturbedupper-storycollapsefrom the Minoan building,but the collapseover some
rooms and the LM IB floor levels in all rooms were still intact.
The western wing of BuildingB.2 is orientedat a slightlydifferentangle than its eastern
wing (Fig. 6, P1. 53:c); it is constructedentirely in rubble, and it appears to have had its
own entrance from a small court that opens off the street running along the west fa9ade.
This street continues the north-south line of the street separatingBlocks A and B, which
was excavated by Seager; it was choked with rubble debris fallen from the west fa9ade of
B.2 and another building that lies unexcavated on the opposite side. The court, like the
street, is paved with cobbles, but it was not possible to trace its full extent to the west and
north. The entrance into the building from the court leads into a long narrow corridor,
which was also paved and provided with a step up toward the east. It was not completely
excavatedin 1993, and it is unclearwhere it might lead.
Severalrooms lay to the south of this corridoron the ground-floorlevel of the building,
which correspondsto the level of the pillarcryptsin the easternblock. Althoughit is unclear
how they were entered, they were designed to accommodate the activitiesof a number of
people. The largest, Room 1.3, is located at the southwestcorner of the building; it was
paved with largefloor slabsalong the east side and providedwith a large stone bench against
the northwall (P1.53:c, top left).19 The room is ca.3.74 m. wide, and if it extended all the way
to the south fagadeof the building,as seems likely,it was ca.6.84 m. long. Toward the north,
its floor lay at an elevation of +5.40 m., and toward the south where it had collapsed into
a basementroom, it lay at +4.60 m. A large stirrupjar (P 870; Fig. 10)was found in this area
brokeninto many pieces and scatteredover the floor.20Room 1.3 is enteredfrom the east via
a narrowcorridorthat runspast two smallstoreroomson the north and a smallsquareroom,
Room 1.4, on the south. Three small pithoi were buried beneath the floor in the western of
19 The meter stick visible in Plate 53:c is placed in the middle of this room to the right of the bench. L. of
bench ca. 1.95 m., W 0.53-0.75 m., H. ca. 0.30 m.
20

H. ofjar 0.725m.
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FiG.. 10. Stirrupjar P 870 from west wing of BuildingB.2 (D. Faulmann)

the two storerooms,presumablyto keep theircontentscool,21and si'xlargebronze basilnslay
in the southernpart of Room 1.4 (CA 106-109, 111, 112; P1.54:a). Five of these basi'nsare
providedw'ithone handle, one with two handles(CA 106),rivetedto the bowl; they had been
set in three pairs with one basilninside another (P1.54:.b).They seem almost too large and
21

As at Chalinomouri,Soles and Davaras 1994, p. 428.
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heavy to drink from. Two, whose handles and rims are elaboratelydecorated with a leaf
motif, were probably imports from Knossos, where Evans found three identical basins in
the North West Treasury.22Seager, excavatingon the third level of this building in 1908,
also found two of these basins importedfrom Knossos.23
The most sensationaldiscoverywas made in the basement room beneath Room 1.3 in
the southwestcorner of the building (P1.53:c, right). A stairwell,probably provided with
wooden steps at one time, led down from the west side of Room 1.3 into this basement.
It was a dark, windowless room with a low ceiling; a small tripod bowl (P 1444), which
may have been used as a lamp, lay in the stairwell. Lying on the bedrock floor with the
remainsof a jug by its side was the skullof a young woman aged 18 to 24, its lower mandible
missing (P1.54:c) but otherwise in a relativelygood state of preservation. ProfessorDella
Cook, who examined the skullin 1994, discoveredthat the woman had been strucka blow
to the head which piercedthe top of her craniumand in all probabilitycaused her death. No
other bones and no other findswere located in the room.
HouseC.3 (AreaE3, Trenches 4800, 4900, 5800, 5900, 6800, 6900)
Excavationsin 1990 and 1991 revealed three basement rooms along the south side of
this building, Rooms 1.1-1.3, all of which were used for storage (P1.55:a, b), and a small
rectangularaddition at the southeastcorner, Room 1.4.24 Excavationsin 1992 and 1993
uncovered furtherremains in the three storage rooms and also the upper floor, or second
level, of the building,where its main entrancewas located (Figs.6, 11, 12).
Three additionalpithoi were removedfrom the northernend of Room 1.1: two (P 524,
790) had fallen from the upper floor, and the third (P 782) had stood at the far end of the
room, where it was smashed when the upper floor collapsed on top of it.25 Only eight of
the twelvepithoi and piriformjars found in this room originallystood here, and the lid to one
of these was found lying on the floor beneath, along with a numberof cups (P 717, 718, 720).
A large number of copper-ingot fragments(e.g., CA 44, 45) and assorted bronze objects
had been placed on the floor in the northeastcorner (PI. 56:a). The ingot fragmentshad
been broken from a largeroxhide ingot, probablywith a hammer stone, and weighed over
12 kilograms. The objects included many worn or damaged tools, as well as scrap pieces
of metal, a crushed vessel (CA 58), two broken balance pans (CA 49, 50), and one half of
a ceremonialdouble axe (CA 57); they were being storedwith the copper-ingotfragmentsas
a foundry hoard, all waiting to be melted down and recast. The hoard demonstratesthe
importanceof recycling in Minoan metalworkingand indicates that the industryrelied on
used, local materialsas well as new metal sources.26The tools include a variety of different
shapes: 27 two heavy double axes (CA 46,47), which lay on the floor to one side of the hoard
in a small niche in the wall (P1.56:b), a brokensaw (CA 51), an unusualrasp with a circular
22

Evans 1928, pp. 629-632.
Seager 1909, p. 287, fig. 11; Hood 1978, p. 171, fig. 168; and Matthaus 1980 for furthercomparanda.
24 Soles and Davaras 1994, pp. 400-404.
25 These pithoi
were alreadyexposed in 1991 and are seen in the drawingof finds from this room published
in Soles and Davaras 1994, p. 402, fig. 6.
26 On
this subject,see Budd, Pollard,Scaife, and Thomas 1995.
27 For comparanda,see
Deshayes 1960.
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FIG. 12. House 0. 3, elevation at Line A-B, plan, and reconstructionof west fa~ade (A. Todd)

end with toothed edge (CA 52; P1.56:c), two chisels(CA 53, 54; P1.56:d),two knives(CA 55,
59), a long awl (CA 56), and a pair of tongs (CA 60). Some of the tools and many ingot
pieces preserved traces of calcified textile and appear to have been wrapped in cloth. A
small, bun-shaped ingot, of a black, corroded metal (Fe 2) which has not been identified
yet, was also located in the midst of this hoard.
Although Room 1.2 was used for storage, its main function was to provide access to
the upper floor via an L-shapedstaircase,which was found at the north side of the room
(P1.55:b). Three stepswere preservedat the bottom of this staircaseand two more stepswere
found in the return leading up toward the second level. There were probablyten or eleven
steps in the orilginalstaircase, all constructed in stone resting on an earth fill; the lowest
step appears to have been somewhat carelesslybuilt of small stones, and two mud bricks
were set on top of 'It. A small pithos (P 1206) and a side-spoutedjar (P 845) were placed
on the floor to the left of the staircase. A stone kernos (GS 1342) lay in the upper-story
collapse in the room, providing additional evidence for the location of a small shrine on
the floor above, where a stone libation table also stood.28
Room 1.3, reached by a step down from Room 1.2, is the largestof these three rooms,
measuringca.4.10 m. by 4.34 i.; the rear,northernwal is preservedto a height of ca.2.25 m.
The northeastcorner of the room was excavatedin 1992. A piriformjar(P837) was foundat
the bottom of the upper-storycollapse and probably once stood in the room above, where
28

For the stone libation table, see Soles and Davaras 1994, p. 404, pl. 95:d.
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the libation table stood. The remains of several more pithoi were found on the floor of
Room 1.3 (P 807-814, 817-819), togetherwith a numberof conical and ogival cups (P 880,
888, 983, 984), which like those found with the pithoi in Room 1.1, may have been used
as scoops for the contentsof the pithoi. A bronze awl (CA 69) and a smalllead weight (Pb 20),
weighing ca. 10 g., were also found in the room.
The main entranceto House C.3 was discoveredat the northwestcorner,opening off the
road that runs up alongside the west fa9ade separatingBlocks B and C (Figs. 11, 12). Its
doorwaywas flankedby ashlarblocks,probablyput in place duringthe LM IB renovationof
the building. A stone thresholdof sidheropetrais set 0. 16-0.41 m. above street level and
provides a step up into the house. The southernjamb of the doorway is cut with a rebate
againstwhich the wooden door was closed.
A small vestibulejust inside the doorway opened onto a long U-shaped staircase that
led up to a thirdlevel. Five stone stepsare stillpreservedat the bottom of the north stairwell,
but much of the constructionof the staircasewas of wood. An ashlar block, cut with two
dowel holes to supportverticalwooden timbers,standsat the end of the wall dividingthe two
stairwells,29and while the north side of the stair restedagainstthe massivestone wall of the
north fasade, the centraland southernwallsof the stairwellused mud brickextensively.The
lower courses of the central wall are built in rubble only to a maximum height of 0.39 m.;
mud brickwas used above thispoint, and one courseof six bricks,near the center of the wall,
is still preserved. These were sun-driedbricks,containinga large amount of white gypsum,
each measuringca. 0.30 x 0.42 x 0.085 m.30 The south wall of the stairwell,supportingthe
upperflightof steps,was even less substantiallybuilt;it utilizeda single course of rubble at its
base and mud brick above one course of which is preservedin five brickslying along the
western end of the wall. No trace of stone steps was found in the southern stairwell,and
its steps were apparentlyconstructedin wood. Its entrance at the west was blocked With
a narrowwall, indicatingthat it was closed at this end, but a number of objectsfound inside
suggest that it was used as a closet and could be entered, perhaps througha doorway from
the south.
A doorway to the right of the entry led into one of three rooms, Rooms 2.1, 2.2, 2.3,
which ran throughthe centerof the house. Littleupper-storycollapsewas preservedin these
rooms, although it is clear from the adjacent staircasethat an upper floor once extended
over them; the massivestone wall that runs along their south sides marksthe line at which
the house was terracedwith upper and lower stories. Most of the material from the upper
story that once lay here was destroyedby the LM III reoccupation of the area associated
with Mycenaean House B. The LM IB floor level in Rooms 2.1 and 2.2 was reached at
+7.22-7.01 and consisted of a thick layer of white plaster,which has not been removed.
Room 2.1 measures ca. 2.95 m. by 3.55 m. and Room 2.2 ca. 3.38 m. by 3.50 m.; both
extended all the way to the interior wall that supportedthe southern fa9ade of the third,
or uppermost,level. A course of mud brickswas found above the low stone socle of the wall
separatingthe two rooms;a doorwayconnectingthem was probablylocated in the southern
part of this wall, which was partlydestroyedby the LM III occupation. This opening would
29
30

As in House C.1, Soles and Davaras 1992, p. 435, pl. 98:b.
ForMinoan mud brick,see Guest-Papamanoli1978.
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also have led to the landingabove the staircaseleadingdown to Room 1.2. While the floor of
Room 2.1 had been swept clean and no finds were made there, the remains of at least two
pithoi (P 1113, 17 10) were found in Room 2.2, crushedand strewn along the western side
of the room. A smalljug (P 1541) and a stone lamp (S 130; P1.55:c) were also located in
Room 2.2. The lamp had been placed near the southwestcorner and stood uprightin what
may have been its originalposition, where it could have illuminatedthe landing above the
basement staircase.
Although no trace of a doorway survives, Room 2.3 was probably entered from the
east side of Room 2.2. This room, which is located at the northeast corner of the house,
is the only one in the house where excavationhas continuedbelow the level of its most recent
LM IB floor. The room is particularlyinterestingon account of its stratigraphyand the
evidence it offersfor differentphasesof constructionin the Neopalatialperiod and for earlier
houses on the site. The stratigraphyhere is complex and needs additionalstudy,but some
preliminaryobservationscan be made: There is evidence here, just as there was at the
southeast corner of the building, for two building phases within the LM IB period. Later
LM III occupation had removed any trace of upper-storycollapse;the most recent LM IB
floor level was found at an elevation of +6.60-6.41 m. A person entering from Room 2.2
would have stepped down onto the remainsof an earlierLM IB wall, which runs parallelto
the later wall separatingthese two rooms, to reach this lower floor level. In this phase, a
long stone bench, measuringca.3.54 x 0.22-0.42 x 0.40 m., ran acrossthe opposite, eastern
side of the room. Brokenpottery,includingpart of a strainer,was found in this layer, along
with the remainsof white plasterthat may have belonged to the floor or walls.
Remains of an earlierLM IB phase were found beneath this floor level at an elevation
+6.40-6.01 m. While it may have consisted of fill dumped in the room to raise the floor
level, it is associatedwith the earlierwall along the west side. A deposit of MM III/LM IA
transitionalmaterial was found beneath this layer at an elevation of +6.11-5.71 m., and
the original constructionof the walls on the northwest,north, east, and south sides of the
room appearsto belong to this time. A doorway,which was blockedby the earlierof the two
LM IB walls on the western side of the room, belongs to this transitionalphase and once
led into an earlierroom beneath Room 2.2, which has not been excavated. Its easternjamb
and some of its thresholdstones are still preservedbeneath the earlierLM IB wall between
Rooms 2.2 and 2.3. The Protopalatialdeposit discussedabove (pp. 180-181) was found
below this level.
HouseC.6 (AreaE3, Trench 7900, 8800, 8900)
This house is located directly to the north of House C.3, across a narrow paved road
leading off to the east from the road dividingBlocksB and C (Fig.6). The house was overlain
by the same line of Late Hellenisticfortificationthat ran acrossthe thirdlevel of BuildingB.2.
The outer-rampartwall of this fortwas bedded on the Minoan walls at the southwestcorner
of the house and ran along its south facade. At one point where this fa9ade was destroyed,
the builders of the rampartfilled the gap with their own stretch of wall, which they sank
all the way to the level of the Minoan street, reusing some ashlarblocks from Building B.2
and settingthe wall back, slightlyto the north of the originalsouth facade.
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Because of this reuse of the walls of the house and the later occupation in the area,
only two rooms at the southwestcorner were found undisturbed. The wall at this corner
is preservedto a height of 2.26 m. above streetlevel, and both roomswere terracedabove the
level of the adjacentstreets(P1.57:a). Room 1.1, located at the southwestcorner, measures
ca. 2.53 m. by 3.43 m.; its floor was found at an elevation of +9.00-8.67 m. Low benches,
approximately0.50 m. wide and 0.25 m. high, ran around all four sides of the room, and
four pithoi (P 820, 1101, 1109, 1112), all of which had fallen in toward the center of the
room, once stood on the northernand easternof these benches. A lid (P 894) that belonged
to one of them was also found fallen on the floor of the room.
A doorway at the southeastcorner of Room 1.1 led into Room 1.2. It is the destroyed
south wall of this room that was largely replaced by the builders of the fort, but its floor
was neverthelessstillintact at an elevationof +9.05-8.66 m. The room measuresca. 2.97 m.
east-west and was about the same size as Room 1.1. A low bench runs along the east wall,
and an L-shapedstaircaserose againstthe northwall. The two bottom stepsand a landingat
the west end are stillpreservedalongsidea squareashlarblock, at the end of the south wall of
the stairwell.The top of the block is cut with threedowel holes to supporttimberbeams.31A
second ashlarblock, found well above floor level in Room 1.1, may also be associatedwith
this staircase.The top is cut to form a squarebase for a pillaror column, while the base is left
uncut and was clearly intended to be set below ground level. The block had fallen from
above and may have sat at the top of the staircasealongsidethe landing on the upper level,
where the staircaseturned towardthe north. Three more pithoi (P 1108, 1110, 1114)were
found scattered across the floor of Room 1.2, together with a piriformjar (P 1098) and a
stone weight (GS 750).
The staircase on the north side of Room 1.2 led up to a third room in the house,
which appears to have been reoccupied as an interior space by the later builders of the
fort, unlike the area above the lower rooms, which was used as an open space. Although
Seagerexcavatedhere, it was stillpossibleto expose a nicelypaved floor of green schistslabs,
which belonged to a room, measuringca. 4.36 m. north-south, in the LM IB house. These
lay at an elevation of + 10.05 m., only 1.40 m. above the lower floor level of Rooms 1.1
and 1.2, suggestingthat no upper story ever extended out over these rooms. Conical cup
fragments(P 918, 923) were found in the floor material.
A doorway in the west wall of this room led into still another room, set behind the west
fasade of the house, which the occupantsof the forthad reusedas an open space. Its Minoan
floor level was completely destroyed, but it was still possible to recognize a fourth room,
measuringca. 1.80-2.20 m. by 4.17 m., which was stepped at two levels.
HouseC.7 (AreaE3, Trench 6000; Area E4, Trenches 5100, 5200)
This building was found at the end of the alley leading up through Block C between
Houses C.2 and C.4 and then along the east side of House C.3 (Fig. 6). In an early phase
of LM IB a staircase at the end of this alley, now badly ruined, led up past an entrance
at the southwest corner of the building and probablyjoined the road running east-west
along the north side of C.3. Three trenches were opened in this area in 1992 and 1993.
31

The beginning of this staircaseis visible in Plate 57:ajust to the right of the meter stick.
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The fortificationwall encountered in Houses B.2 and C.6 continued along the north side
of these trenches and overlay the LM I levels, but excavation was able to reve'alpart of a
large buildingwith severalsmall rectangularrooms, which was built in the LM lB period.
Room 1, located at the southwestcorner of the building, had two distinct LM lB floor
levels.markedlydifferentin character. In the later phase the doorway into the room was
blocked by a narrowwall, which also extended to the west across the'staircasein the alley
and across the northern side of Room 2.3 in House 0.3. It was built with a single face,
and its main function was to act as a retaining wall to hold back earth eroding from the
hillside. When it was constructed,it blocked any furtherpassage through the alley to the
north. In this phase Room 1 was entered from above and served mainly as a storage area.
An upper-storycollapse was encountered at an elevation of +7.59-7.11 m. It contained
a numberof clay and stone weights(0 211, 214, 215, 222; GS 742), a piriformjar decorated
with incised lilies (P 832), and severalconical and ogival cups (P 965, 969, 976, 980).
The first, or uppermost,floor was reached at an elevation of +7.11-6.71 m. (Fig. 13;
P1.58:a). Nine largejars stood in the room at this time, includingfour pithoi (P 868, 869,
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871, 895), one large stirrupjar (P 867), and four large jugs (P 864, 866, 886, 887). At
the northeastcorner, where P 886 lay, a stone channel was built into the wall, ca. 0.89 m.
above floor level; a flat terracottadrain (C 259) found on the floor may have been used
in conjunctionwith this channelto feed liquids,oil or wine, into the variousstoragejars from
another room to the north. A second bronze foundry hoard, very similar in character to
the one found in House C.3 (pp. 194-196 above), lay on the floor in the northeastcorner
of the room (P1.58:b). Copper-ingotfragments(CA 70, 71) lay on top of the hoard, and
beneath were a number of damaged objects, includingtwo double-axe blades (CA 72, 80),
two knives(CA 77, 78), two vases (CA 76, 79), and the bezel of a ring (CA 128).
A lower LM IB floor was found at an elevation of +6.71-6.57 m. At this time the
doorway to the room was open, and the function of the room was quite different. A
sandstonemortar(GS 1343)was located againstthe west wall of the room with a handstone,
or grinder (GS 720), still lying inside it. The earth floor of the room was full of carbon,
animal bones, and cooking-pot fragments,and the room was clearly being used for food
preparation. Several schist slabs and one work slab (C 277) were found on the floor at this
level, together with conical and ogival cups (P 882-885, 900-906, 935, 944, 1434), and
people were probablyalso eating in the room.
The trenches in Area E4 to the east of Room 1 were opened in 1993; three additional
rooms were discovered,each one of which was built on top of earlierMM III walls. These
rooms lay close to the modern surface,and while there continued to be some evidence for
upper-storycollapseover all of them, it was badly disturbed.A number of clay loomweights
(C 252, 255, 262, 265, 269) and stone weights (S 1212, 1214) were found scatteredamong
this collapse and on the floors imnmediately
below; a bronze needle (CA 81) was also found,
and weaving may have been performedon the upper floor.
Room 2, adjacentto Room 1, is a rectangularroom divided by a spur wall on the west
(Fig. 6). No floor level was clearly distinguishedin the southern part of the room, perhaps
because of its proximityto the surface,and the northernpart was not excavated because of
the laterfortificationthat sat on top of it. Room 3, lying somewhatdeeper below the modern
surface,was much better preserved.The firstfloor level was found beneath wall collapse at
an elevationof +7.08-6.71 m. At this time a step in the northwestcorner of the room led up
through a doorway into an adjacent, unexcavated room to the north. A small bench or
platform was located in the northeastcorner of Room 2. The objects found at this level
suggest that it was being used as a workroom. They include several stone tools, a saddle
quern (GS 667), two stone weights(GS 1202, 1211),two grindingimplements(GS 656,671),
a polisher (GS 672), and two whetstones (GS 655, 665) found on or near the platform in
the northeast corner, together with a fancy stone lamp (S 168; P1.57:b), which preserved
tracesof burning in its two wick channels.
An earlier LM IB floor level was found at an elevation of +6.71-6.52 m. At this time
four very large pithoi were buried below floor level all in a row against the south wall of
the room. The rimsof these pithoi rosejust above floorlevel, and the bodies were apparently
buried to keep the contents cool. For some reason, perhaps because they were damaged
in an earthquake,they did not continueto be used in the later LM IB phase. A platformwas
also located at the southeastcorner of the room.
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A fourth room lies to the east, adjacent to Room 3; it exhibited the same two phases
of LM IB occupation but contained very little on its two differentfloor levels to suggest its
function.
MOCHLOS
COAST

Excavationof the area behind the modern village of Mochlos, leading to the southwest
toward Limenaria, continued in 1992 and 1993 (Fig. 14).32 The area between the two
buildingsthat lay beneath the modern road was opened in 1992, and the northern sides of
the buildings,where their two entranceswere located, were completelyexposed. It was not
possibleto excavatethe southernpartsof the buildings,which lay to the south of the modern
road in a privately owned field, until the owner of the land asked in 1993 for a building
permit, so requiring the Greek Archaeological Service to investigate; the Ephor Costis
Davaras began excavation here in cooperation with the Greek-Americanteam. Twelve
trenches, oriented north-south,33were laid out in the eastern part of the field; six of these
revealedadditionalroomsbelongingto the two buildingsthat lay beneath the adjacentroad.
BuildingA(CM, Trench 2300N)
The entrance to this building was found in 1992 along the western side, across from
the entrance to Building B (Fig. 15). It led across a large stone threshold into Room 8, a
smallvestibulewhich led in turn to Room 4, one of the majoractivityrooms in the building.
Sometime afterthe constructionof the buildinganother room, Room 9, was added directly
in frontof this entrance. Its southernwall lay at an angle to the rest of the buildingand came
very close to blockingaccess to the entrance. The north wall of this room was destroyedby
coastal erosion, and the original dimensions are lost, but in design and function Room 9
resemblesthree rooms that were added to the originalfagades of Building B. Like these it
containeda mortarof calcareoussandstoneset in one corner (GS 1300), here the southwest,
and a number of animal bones and olive pits, which were probably the remains of meals
eaten in the room.
Two other rooms, also later additions, were found at the rear of the building. One,
Room 10, contained green schist slabs from the collapsedroof, beneath fallen wall stones,
but the room was not excavatedto its floorlevel. A flightof three stone stepswas found in the
other room, at the southeast corner of Building A, at the very northeast edge of the field
where a modern building overliesthe Minoan one. These steps lead down from the higher
ground level that lies behind BuildingA to the lower floor level of the rooms beneath the
modern road and may well have led into Room 6, the area where a votive foot (C 129)
was found in 1991. It was choked with fallen wall stones and has not yet been excavated
to floor level.
A crudely built wall, which served as a screen protecting an open yard, was found a
couple of metersto the rear of the building. A depositof Santorinitephralay inside this yard
againstthe additionsalong the south side of the building(P1.58:c). This deposit, stretchinga
distance of about 6.50 m., is some 0.40-0.80 m. wide and 0.03-0.05 m. deep. The fifth
32

Soles and Davaras 1994, pp. 412-426.

33 Unlike those laid out earlier in the road, where the need to keep the road open to traffic dictated the

shape and orientationof the trenches.
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tephra deposit found in the current excavationsat Mochlos,34 it lay at ground level and
is either another airborne deposit, which was covered by earth and so preservedwhen the
southernadditionsto the buildingwere constructedand theirlower floorlevels excavated,or
part of a depositthat was placed againstthe southwall of the building,shieldedby the screen
wall to the south, and saved to be put to some later use.
BuildingB (CM, Trenches 2000, 2100, 2400, 2500, 2900)
Earlierexcavation of Building B uncovered evidence of offeringsin a bench shrine in
Room 1, evidence for pot-makingin Room 8, and evidence for stone-vase manufacturein
Room 2. The 1993 excavationuncoveredadditionalevidencefor all three of these activities
but mostly for pot-making,which now appears to have been the principle activity in the
building.
The southeasternsection of the buildingwas excavatedthisyear (Fig. 15)and revealeda
stratigraphysimilarto that foundin the rooms excavatedearlier.Stones from collapsedwalls
layjust beneath the modern surface,often coveringschistroofingslabs,which were the first
part of the buildingto collapse;a singlefloor deposit, ca.0. 10-0. 15 m. thick,lay underneath,
34

Foran analysisof the Mochlostephra,see Soles,Taylor,andVitaliano1995.
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right above bedrock. Pieces of mud brickwere found throughoutthis section of the building,
which was clearlya single storyhigh with the upperpart of its wallsbuilt of mud brick. It was
used in the LM IB period, althoughthere are severalindicationsof a second buildingphase,
which may correspondto the evidence for a later plasteredfloor found earlierin Room 7.35
The east, south, and west fa9ades are easily identified, constructedas they are with large
stones on the exterior and measuring0.90-1.05 m. in width, much wider than any of the
interiorwalls. Three smallrooms (Rooms 3, 9, and 13)were added onto these exteriorwalls,
one on each side of the building, almost as afterthoughts,and each may have performed
the same function. Some of the LM IB potteryalso appearsto be very late; furtherstudymay
identifysome which might better be classifiedas LM II.
The buildingwas entered from the northeastcorner at the east end of Room 7; interior
doorways led through Room 8, where an intact potter's wheel (C 227)36 and five badly
smashed pithoi were found in 1991, into the eastern end of Room 4. Long and narrow,
measuringca. 1.50-2.75 m. by 9.54 m., this room led off to the west and provided access to
the bench shrine located behind the western fagade of the building. Through a doorway
opposite the one from Room 8, it also provided access to Room 10, which was a major
activityroom in the building.
Room 4 was divided into two sectionsby a short spur wall near the center; the eastern
section was excavated in 1993, and the floor of the room was located at an elevation of
+6.00-5.90 m. A second potter'swheel (C 307) lay on the floor beneath a large slab of green
schist, which had fallen from the roof and smashed it into many small pieces. Other finds
from this end of the room included fragmentsof a pithos (P 1294), a stone table with four
small feet (S 192), a finely worked stone pounder of an imported green stone (GS 685), a
bronze cutting tool with a curved handle (CA 105), two brokenvases, one (P 1053) incised
with a lily like several others that have been found in the settlement on the island and at
Chalinomouri,both made of the local phyllite-temperedfabric, and a small offering stand
(P 1292)like those found in the bench shrinein Room 1.37Althoughno supportfor the pivot
of the wheel was found in the excavation,a potter may have workedat this very spot, made
use of these various finds, and produced the pottery discovered here. He may have kept
his clay in the pithos, used the pounder and table to crush purple phyllite for the temper
that he added to the clay, and used the bronze tool to trim the clay on the wheel. He may
have produced the two jars and the offering stand, which may then be thought of as the
very last artifactsto have been made in this workshopbeforeits destruction.When it became
likelythat Room 4, like Room 8, was being used for potteryproduction,the two rock-cutpits
found earlier at the western end of the room assumed a greater importance. They may
have played some part in the production of pottery,perhaps for the storage or levigation
of clay that the potter used at the other end of the room.
Room 10, measuringca. 5.20 m. by 5.30 m., was the largestroom in the building and
was also used as a workroom. A stone base supporteda wooden column near the center of
the room, and three low benches stood againstits west and south walls. A small bin, its sides
35 Soles and Davaras 1994, p. 421.
36 Soles and Davaras 1994, pp. 421-422, fig. 17.
37 Soles and Davaras 1994, p. 423, fig. 18.
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formedby a largemud brickset on edge and an uprightschistslab,was located alongsidethe
southeasternbench againstthe east wall. Severalfinds suggestthat pottery-wasproduced in
this room too. These include a fragment of a third potter's wheel (C 405), the fragment
of a bat (P 2042),38a workslab of thick,coarse clay (C 342), and a flat stone palette (GS 884)
found inside the bin. In the collapsedwall debristhat lay outside the southeastcorner,small
nodules of red pigment were found together with a serpentiniterubber (GS 683) and two
stones that preservedtracesof ground red and yellow pigment on the surface(GS 693). The
red pigment is identical to the red paint found on pottery from the building, and it seems
likely that pottery was being painted here. Other finds suggest two additional activitiesin
the room. A serpentinitedrill guide (GS 679),39part of a serpentinitekernos with a small
spout (S 184), a miniature stone alabastron(S 186) found on the bench at the northwest
corner of the room, fragmentsof a serpentiniteblossombowl (S 196),and other fragmentary
stone vases suggest that stone vases were made here too. Numerous fragmentsof cooking
dishes, many with a corner spout, and cooking trays,40as well as a number of conical and
ogival cups, were found in the room and may indicatethat the workshop'sartisansate while
they worked.
Room 13 is a small rectangulararea that was attached to the rear of the building and
was entered through a narrow doorway at its northeast. The floor of the room was found
beneath a collapsed layer of wall and roofing material. A sandstone mortar (GS 1340) is
located at the northwest corner, and a deposit of carbon lay just to the south. A tripod
cooking pot (P 1189),a numberof conical cups (P 1061, 1062, 1169, 1174, 1175, 1234), and
several ogival cups (P 1059, 1168, 1182), found in the room along with an assortmentof
animalbones, suggestthat the room was used as a kitchenfor cookingand eating. A number
of fragmentarycooking dishes and conical cups were also found in the area alongside this
room,just to the east.
A largeamountof mud brickand ashlay againstthe outsideofthe southwall ofRoom 13.
It belongedto a collapsedkiln,which had been builtup againstthe room, usingits rubblewall
to form part of the wall of the stokingchamber(P1.59:a). The chamberformed an irregular
circle, ca. 0.90 m. in diameter,and was constructedpartlyof small stones, which were placed
aroundits base on the west and south, but mostly of mud bricks,one of which had fallen still
intact into the middle of the chamber. Two channels or flues opened off the east side of
this chamber and extended ca. 1.40 m. to the east. These were cut into the bedrock, lined
with clay,and containedsome ash and carbon. An uprightmud brickseparatedthe channels
at the west;a horizontalbrickappearsto have been placed on top of this uprightbrickat the
point where the stoking chamber opened into the two channels. The channels are each
ca. 0.25 m. wide and probably supportedshelves, running at right angles to the channels,
which held the potterybeing fired. It was a smallkiln,no more than 2.50 m. in total east-west
length, and could not have accommodated large vessels. Numerous fragmentsof conical
cups were found in the flues, as well as a loomweight alongside the chamber; these may
be the very objects that were fired here. One should probably picture a box around the
38 For the bat see Evely 1988, p. 85, figs. 3 and 10.
39

Like GS 272 from Room 1 of BuildingA, in Soles and Davaras 1994, p. 417, pl. O0:d.

40 For cooking traysand dishes, see Betancourt 1980, pp. 5-7.
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stoking chamber, built partly of upright mud bricks and perhaps open at top so that the
potter could feed fuel into it, and a separate domed constructionover the firing chamber,
one side of which restedon the horizontalbrickplaced between the two parts of the kiln.41
Chalinomouri
(Ch, Trenches 200, 300, 1100-1300, 2100, 2200)
The excavation of the LM IB building,discoveredat Chalinomouriin 1991, continued
in 1992 (Figs. 16, 17).42A rectangularstructuremeasuringca.8.25 m. by 14 m., this building
contained seven or eight rooms. The 1991 excavationshad revealed evidence for terracing
in the field that lies to the northeastof the house, evidencefor storageof agriculturalproduce
in pithoi buried beneath the floor of Room 2, and evidence for the manufactureof vases
of green serpentinite,a materiallocallyavailableon both sidesof the ravinethat this building
overlooks.The buildingservedas a ruraloutpostof the main settlementon Mochlos, where
its potterywas made, and its occupantstook advantageof the naturalresourcesat this end of
the Mochlos coastalplain with its abundantwater supplyto engage in a number of different
activities. If the main settlementon Mochlos is thought of as a second-ordersite, overseeing
the neighboringcoastal plain for a largersite or nearby palace,43this farmhouseis a good
example of a third-ordersite whose occupantswere in some way attached to the settlement
on Mochlos and looked to it for social recourseand other needs of a more practicalnature.
Four of the five rooms south of Rooms 1 and 2 were excavated in 1992, and evidence
for LM III reoccupation was found in two of them. This reoccupation, like that found
in Room 1 in 1991, made use of the earlier walls. Both differ in this regard from the
reoccupationon the island,where there is often a considerableamount of earth between the
LM IB and LM III remains,which has accumulatedeitherfrom erosion of the south slope of
the island or from the collapseddebris of LM IB buildings,so that the LM III buildingssit
on top of the earlier structuresand show little or no relation to them. The reoccupation
at Chalinomouri is not well preservedsince it lay near the modern surface and was itself
badly eroded, especiallyalong the western side of the house, where the west wall has partly
collapsedinto the neighboringravine. Evidenceof this reoccupationwas found in Room 1,
but the best evidence to date was found in Room 4, where it was possible to identify an
LM III floor at an elevation of +28.52-28.39 m. A new wall, which rested in part on an
earlier wall separatingRoom 4 from Room 5, was built along the south side of Room 4
at this new floor level, blocking an earlierdoorway at the southeastcorner of the room; it
is, however, the only LM III wall in the whole building. The LM IB floor in Room 4 lay
ca.0.50 m. below this level. The interveningareawas filledwith earth and preservedno wall
or roof debrisfrom the LM IB building.A polishedstone bead of serpentinite(S 151),which
could have been manufacturedin the house, was found in this fill. No LM III floor level was
found in Room 5, but the lateroccupantsof the buildingappearto have filled it with earth in
a similarfashionin order to raiseits originalfloor to a higher level. The originalfloor in the
41

The authors are indebted to Philip Betancourtand Harriet Blitzer,both of whom visited the kiln and
sharedtheir observationswith us.
42
Soles and Davaras 1994, pp. 427-428.
43 Soles 1991, pp. 73-76.
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room lay at an elevation of +28.12-28.06 m. and contained the remains of two piriform
jars decoratedwith lilies, incised in the clay (P 1243) or appliedin relief (P 1242).44
Rooms 3 and 6 preserved little evidence for LM III reoccupation. Wall debris was
found just below the surface, lying on top of green schist slabs and crushed purple schist
belonging to roof debrisfrom the IM IB building.45The LM IB floor lay at approximately
the same level in both rooms, +27.91-27.76 m. Both Rooms 3 and 6 were used as major
activityrooms in the house, and doorwaysin the northeastand southwestcornersof Room 3
permittedcirculationthroughthis section of the house.
44
45

Cf. P 1053 from the potter'sworkshopin BuildingB (p. 205 above).

For the use of similarroofing materialsin the LM IB buildingsat Mochlos, see Soles and Davaras 1994,
pp. 397-398.
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Room 3, which measuresca. 3.30 m. by 3.95 m., was apparentlyused as a kitchen and
eatingroom (P1.59:b). A largepatch of carbonlay on the floor in the center of the room, and
the remainsof a pithos (P 2055) with its base missinglay amongstthe wall and roof collapse
in the southeast corner, where it may have been serving as a chimney pot when the roof
was stillintact. A bench, measuringca.0.50 x 1.30 x 0.23 m., standsat the northwestcorner
of the room. A large number of limpet shellslay scatteredon the floor in front of the bench,
along with the stone guide for a drill (GS 723) used in stone-vasemanufacture.
A stone column base standsnear the center of Room 6, which is about the same width
as Room 3 but ca. 5.02 m. long. This room also appears to have been used for cooking
and eating. A deposit of carbon was found here too, and more limpet shells lay scattered
along the northwest side of the room. A stone bench, stepped at two levels with overall
measurementsof ca.0.67 x 1.15 x 0.16-0.44 m., is located in the north corner,and a bronze
awl (CA 84) and remains of a jug (P 1244) were found in the northwesternarea of the
room. The south side of this room and the adjacentarea to the northeasthave not yet been
completelyexcavated;these rooms markthe southernmostlimitsof the house, however,and
if an entranceto the house is to be found, it should be located somewherein this area.
Some of the potteryfrom this building,like that from BuildingsA and B on the Mochlos
Coast, may be dated as late as LM II.

MYCENAEAN PERIOD
MOCHLOSISLAND

HouseB (AreaE3, Trenches 4800, 4900, 5800, 5900, 6800, 6900)
Remains of a second LM III building, House B, were found in 1992 just below the
surface (Fig. 1).46 These consisted of a long retainingwall that ran across and above the
earlier storerooms, Rooms 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, of House C.3, the western end of a rectangular
building, which was badly destroyed,and a small rectangularshed locatedjust in front of
the building and used for cooking. Very little pottery from the building survived, and the
buildingwas dated tentativelyto the IIIBperiod because of its resemblanceto the remodeled
part of House A.
COAST
MOCHLOS

The LM III settlementon the islanddoes not appearto have been large, and it may not
have included many more buildingsthan the two or three that have been found to date. Its
cemetery lay nearby,directlyacrossfrom the islandon the hill that risesbehind the modern
village of Mochlos (P1.59:c). Nine of the tombs in this cemetery were excavated in 1986
when they were accidentallyexposed by a bulldozer;47it was always clear that more were
to be found here, however, and in 1993 the current excavation resumed work in this area,
opening seven additionaltombs.
46 ForMycenaean House A, see Soles and Davaras 1994, pp. 429-431.
47

Papadakis1990, pp. 228-232.
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7he LM III Cemetery
(Fig. 18)
The sixteen tombs opened to date lie on the western side of the hill within view of the
settlementon the island. Most are located along one long row at approximatelythe same
elevation,and only three have been found lower down the slope. They are all small chamber
of the hillside,most with dromoi that are filled with stones
tombs cut into the soft kouskouras
and that were ordinarilyused for one or two burials. Nevertheless,they show a remarkable
number of variations: in the individualburials, in the grave goods deposited in different
tombs, and in the manner of burialand evidence of secondaryuse. Fourof the seven tombs
opened in 1993 held a total of six individuals,threemale and three femaleburials;two tombs
contained no skeletalmaterialwhatsoever;and one contained as many as seven individuals.
Two of the tombswere used by male-femalecouples, and the two used for single burials,one
male and one female, were linked in such a way as to suggest that they were also serving
a male-femalecouple.48Whenevera tomb was used for multipleburials,it showed evidence
of being reopened at a later date to accommodate the later burial. Four of the tombs used
larnakes,includingthree tubs and one chest, and two used pithoi, one of which was empty.49
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Tomb10 (Fig. 19; P1.60:a)
Tomb 10 is one of those used by a male-femalecouple. It held a tub-shaped larnax;
both individualshad been placed inside it, but only one was still partly articulated.At least
twelve articulatedvertebrae and the skull were still preserved in the southern half of the
larnax; ribs and part of a scapula were also present. A preponderanceof foot bones was
found at the north end of the larnax, but otherwisethe skeletalremainswere disturbedand
48 The authorsare indebted to Cam Walker,who excavated the burialsexposed in 1993, and to Lisa Little
(IndianaUniversity)for undertakingthe skeletalanalysisof the Mochlos burials.
For a similar use by male-female couples and individuals,compare the burials from the LM III tombs
at Chania, Hallager and McGeorge 1992.
49 Two tombs excavated in 1986 are reportedto have contained couples, the remainingseven to have been
used by individuals. Burials are not identifiedby sex, although one subadult bufial is reported. Larnakes,
including one tub and three chest larnakes, were used in four tombs; pithoi were used in five. Like those
excavated in 1993, the tombs should probablyall date to LM III (Papadakis1990, p. 228).
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TOTAL BURIALS FOR 1986 and 1993
NUMBER
OFBuRIALS

TOMB

Chest larnax (4)

Tub larnax (4)

Pithos (7)

No container (1)

1986
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1993
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

2
2
0
7
0
1
5

13

1
6

0

(totalpopulation = 24)

incomplete. Earthquake,ceiling collapse, and rodent activity are all possible explanations
for the disturbanceof the bones noted in this tomb and others, but secondary,post-mortem
handling is a fourth possibility,especiallyin the case of a tomb when it was reused as this
one was and the first burial had to be moved to make room for the second. A tall jug of
LM IIIA:I date (P 950; Fig. 20) lay on top of the bones and was the only object found inside
the larnax.
Eight objects had been deposited on the floor of the tomb. These included three
miniaturejugs (P 947, 948, 951), two semiglobularbowls with spouts, the standarddrinking
vessel in LM III Mochlos (P 952, 953), and a compositevase (P 946; P1.60:b),50all of which
should probablydate to the same period as the jug P 950. A bronze bowl (CA 87; P1.60:c,
right)had been placed directlyin front of the larnax. Closed with a bronze mirror(CA 92;
PI. 60:c, left) that served as a lid, the bowl was being used as a jewelry box. Inside were
a bronze dresspin (CA 93), a gold-platedring (Au 1), its bezel missing,a complete necklace
made up of more than forty faience beads, each in the shape of an ivy leaf (F 58), and a
single gold bead (Au 2), which may have servedas the centerpieceof the necklace(P1.60:d).
The larnax (C 283; Fig. 21) was the only one of the four found in 1993 with elaborate
painted decoration. On the exterior of its long sides are two vertical spirals placed
symmetricallyon either side of a central panel, a decorative arrangementthat has a close
50 Another of these composite vases was found in Tomb 9; see Papadakis 1990, pl. 151:g. They are often
found in LM III tombs;for a discussionof the type with open bowls, see Karantzali 1986, p. 60.
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parallelin a larnax now housed in the Siteia Museum (SM 12033).51 Paintedjust beneath
the rim on either side of the interiorare two unusualfigures:they stand with hands on their
waists, perhapsdancing, both wearingpointed shoes and what may be a dagger,while one
wears an animal mask that looks very like the head of ajackal.
51 SM 12033 was moved to the Siteia Museum from Herakleionwhen the new museum was opened; its
provenanceis "easternCrete".
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FIG. 20. LM IIIA:1jug P 950 from Tomb 10 (D. Faulmann)
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FIG.21. Larnax C 283 from Tomb 10 (D. Faulmann)
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Tomb11 (P1.61:a)
Tomb 11 is another of the tombs used by a male-femalecouple. In this case, however,
only one of the burialswas found in the sarcophagus.The first,which was female, was laid
on the floor of the tomb and buried beneath a layer of earth 0.15-0.20 m. thick;the second
burial was placed in a larnax (C 288), which lay at an angle on top of the earlier burial,
the south end higher than the north.52 Both burialswere incomplete and badly disturbed,
and both tomb and sarcophaguswere filled up to the rim of the sarcophaguswith earth
that had fallen from the ceiling.
An amphora (P 1000) was found on top of the burial inside the sarcophagus,and six
additional vases, also belonging to the second burial, were found along the north side of
the chamber. These included a semiglobularbowl with spout (P 986), a pyxis (P 1007), a
jug very like P 950 from Tomb 10 but undecorated, a stirrupjar (P 989), a miniaturejug
(P 987), a shallowbowl (P 988), and a bronze bracelet(CA 89).
Among the objects found with the earlierburial in the earth beneath the larnax were
three stirrupjars (P 1012, 1014, 1015), a miniature askos (P 1013), a small collection of
faience beads (F 10),a pin head (F 9), and a bronze ring (CA 91).
Tomb12
Tomb 12 contained no larnax, no pithos, and no skeletalremains. It did contain six
objectsthat are typicalof the grave goods found in the other tombs: an amphora(P 1033), a
jug (P 1038), a miniaturejug (P 1037), two semiglobularbowls with spouts (P 1034, 1036),
and a roundedcup (P 1035). Eitherthe body was removed at some point afterburial,or the
skeletonbelonged to a child and completelydisintegrated,or the tomb servedas a cenotaph.
Tomb13 (P1.6 1:b)
Tomb 13, the most carefullydesigned of the tombs, is unusualin severalrespects. The
dromos, ca. 3.55 m. long, was neatly cut with side walls slanting inward toward the top,
and the stomion was provided with an actual doorwaywith jambs cut from the bedrock.
It is also the richest of the tombs in finds. It is one of two tombs where objects had been
placed outside the tomb chamber; they were located ca. 0.20 m. above the original floor
of the dromos, either againstthe outer face of the stomionwall or brokenand inside it. They
included four stirrupjars found outside the wall (P 1044, 1045, 1051, 1052) and several
vases placed inside (P 1116-1120, 1124, 1058), one of which was a pomegranate-shaped
rhyton (P 1116; P1. 61:c, left), decorated with an octopus, which had been smashed into
many small pieces.
As many as seven differentindividuals,male and female, were buried in the tomb. In
the intervalbetween the burials,some ceiling collapse had occurred,particularlyalong the
northern half of the tomb. The latest burial appears to have been male; the disturbed
remnants of his skeleton were found inside the sarcophagus (C 313). Two stirrupjars
(P 1048, 1049) had been placed on the rim of the larnax, one an import from Chania
(P 1048; P1. 63:b),54and as many as twenty other vases (P 1063-1077, 1079-1083) had
52

Papadakisreportsa similararrangementfor the burialsin Tomb 1 (Papadakis1990, p. 228).

53 Cf. Tomb 10 at Chania, Hallagerand McGeorge 1992, pp. 17-18, pl. 5:A.
54 For the Kydonia workshop,see Tzedakis 1969, pp. 396-418.
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FIG. 22. Pomegranaterhyton P 1065 from Tomb 13 (B. O'Rourke)

been placed around the front and sides of the larnax on earth from the ceiling collapse.
These included severalstirrupjars and an unbrokenrhyton (P 1065; Fig. 22, P1.61:c, right)
identical to P 1116, which was on its side in front of the larnax, on top of the other vases,
apparentlythe last object placed in the tomb. Two lentoid steatite seals with conical backs
lay inside the larnax. One was carved with a lion munching the hindquartersof a deer,
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23. Seals S 188 with lion and S 189 with sphinx, from Tomb 13 (D. Faulmann)

with a column behind (S 188),the other with a winged sphinxwearinga hat with two plumes
(S 189; Fig. 23).
A large cylindricalpyxis lay on the floor of the tomb at the southwest corner of the
larnax (P 1074;Pls. 61 :b, right,62:a);it held the remainsof a female skeleton,aged 24 to 48,
which had been broken up to fit inside. She was apparentlyan earlier burial in the tomb
and probablyan earlieroccupant of the sarcophagus,whose remainswere removed, broken
up, and redepositedwhen the later burial was made. Two bronze finger rings (CA 100,
I 1) found in the larnaxand eight carnelian,rockcrystal,and faience beads, found scattered
throughoutthe tomb (S 190, F 19), the remnantsof larger necklaces, may have belonged
to her. Three stirrupjars and two conical cups (P 1079-1083) that lay on the floor may
have belonged to the grave goods depositedin the tomb with earlierburials.
Tomb14
Tomb 14 contained one large pithos (P 1104) and no other finds. The pithos lay on
its side and was carefullysupportedwith rocks at its base and along its sides to keep it in
place. It was broken by ceiling collapse and was quite empty. Tomb 16 contained a similar
pithos, similarlydisposed,with a semiarticulatedskeletonstill inside, and there is no doubt
that this pithos was intended to be used as a burial pithos. The absence of grave goods
suggeststhat the tomb was never used or completelyplundered.
Tomb15 (Fig.24)
Tomb 15 is unusual because it appears to have been connected by a small tunnel to
Tomb 16, next to it on the south (P1.62:b). Each had its own dromos and entrance from
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the west, and each contained a single burial;the dispositionof the tombs suggeststhat the
two ind'ivriduals
were related in some way.
Tomb 15 contained a chest larnax with legs and gabled roof (C 314; PI. 62:c);55the
side facing the dromos was decoratedwith a triglyphpanel in relief. The roof of this tomb
had completelycollapsed,but the lid, though broken,was still insituon top of the larnax and
preservedthe semiarticulatedskeleton of an adult male. It lay on its side in a contracted
position with head to the south, facing west. A short wooden staff lay alongside the tibias
of the legs.
55

Fora discussionof chest larnakes,see Watrous 1991, pp. 285-307.
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FIG.26. Jug P 1137 from Tomb 15 (B. O'Rourke)

Thirtyobjectshad been placedoutsidethe larnaxat the southernside ofthe tomb. These
included an amphoroidkrater(P 1156; P1.63:a),which contained a jug and a semiglobular
bowl with spout (P 1165, 1166), three other jugs (P 1139, 1155; Fig. 25), including one
decoratedwith an octopus (P 1137;Fig. 26), the handle and spout of which had been broken
off before its deposit in the tomb, thirteen other cups or bowls (P 1132, 1133, 1135, 1136,
1142, 1145-1149, 1151, 1153, 1154), an undecoratedkylix (P 1152), the only one found
in the cemetery so far, two piriform rhyta (P 1134, 1138; P1.63:c), and two conical rhyta
(P1.63:d), one of which was decorated (P 1141) and placed inside the other, which was
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plain (P 1140). Three shallow conical cups had been placed in the tomb as lamps (P 1143,
1144, 1150). Three bronze objectswere also discovered:two blades and a pair of tweezers
(CA 110, 113, 114).
Tomb16(PI. 64:a)
The roof of this tomb, like that of Tomb 15, had also collapsed,and the burialpithos that
lay inside was broken in two. The bottom half had been wedged in place with stones when
it was originallyplaced in the tomb, lying on its side in an east-west direction;it lay stillintact
in its original position. The top half, which had broken off, had slid down to the western
end of the pithos. The semiarticulatedskeleton of a young woman lay inside, shielded by
the broken top half of the pithos (P1.64:b). She had been placed in the pithos headfirst
in contractedposition, and her hands lay togetherby her chin. She wore three bronze rings
on her fingers (CA 124-126), one of which was still in place, and a necklace of gold and
faience beads (F 20, S 194, Au 3) was still around her neck.56
Three jugs (P 199-1201), a spouted semiglobularbowl (P 198), and a pyxis (P 1202)
lay on the floor of the tomb to one side of the burial.
LATE HELLENISTIC PERIOD
ISLAND
MOCHLOS

In 1909 Richard Seager reportedextensive Roman remains on the island of Mochlos,
which he believed to have served as a port for a Roman town on the adjacent coast.57
He removed most of these remainswithout describingthem in any detail or publishingthe
associatedpottery,but he reportedcoins of Hadrian, Diocletian, and Constantine. He also
reported Roman fish tanks, rock-cuttombs, and a quarry,all located on the coast of Crete
across from the island. On the top of the island he reporteda "largefortress"with "a long
wall" along the "northernedge of the hilltop along the cliffs, with towers at the east and
west ends and a largerone in the centre." Extensionsof this wall could be traced along the
western and eastern sides of the island (Fig. 27). He believed that this fortresswas Early
Byzantine,dated to the time of the Saraceninvasionin the early 9th centuryafter Christ. In
1982 Ian Sandersrepeated Seager'sobservationsin his gazetteerof Roman sites in Crete.58
The first three seasons of the new excavation failed to turn up any evidence for major
Roman occupation on Mochlos, uncoveringinstead remains of the Early Byzantineperiod
on the south slope of the island in the general area where Seager had reported Roman
houses.59It was assumed that much of what Seager had describedas "Roman"was in fact
Early Byzantine. In the summer of 1992, however, after several summers of excavation
on the lower part of the south slope, work began in the northern part of Area E3, as well
as in Area D3, where Seager had excavated earlier and exposed rooms that he described
56

Cf. the faience beads reported from Chania Tomb 11, Hallager and McGeorge 1992, pp. 19-20, with
furtherexamples cited there in notes 65 and 66.
57 Seager 1909, pp. 275-276.
58 Sanders 1982, p. 136.
59 Soles and Davaras 1992, pp. 442-443.
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as "Roman". When excavation began, it was assumed that these would also turn out to
be Early Byzantine, and it was a great surprisethereforewhen pottery of a much earlier
date began to appear.
HellnisticBuilding1 (AreaE3, Trenches 6300-6700, 7300-7700)
As a result of continuing excavation, this building, which was mistakenlyassumed in
1991 to be EarlyByzantinewhen two of its easternrooms were firstexposed,60can now be
securelydated to the Late Hellenisticperiod. Dr. Natalia Vogeikoffhas identifieda number
of Koan amphorasand other potteryof the late 2nd and early Ist centuriesB.C., which lay in
rooms in the westernpart of the buildingexcavatedin 1992 and 1993.
HeilenisticBuildingI has now been completelyexcavated(Fig.28). It is a long, one-story
building of eight rooms, which extends ca. 23.50 m. east-west against the south slope of the
island. Whilepeople may have livedin the building,it alsohad importantindustrialfunctions:
it was provided with two beam presses,one probablyused in textile manufacturing,6'and
the other used in the production of olive oil. These appear to have been the two main
industriessupported in the building, which was accordingly laid out in two parts. The
easternpart, Rooms 1, 2, and 3, accommodatedthe textileworkshop,and the western part,
Rooms 4-6, was used for the productionand storage of olive oil. The two functionswere
reflectedexternallyin its architecture:the north and south walls of the western part of the
buildingwere set back slightlyfrom those of the eastern section, the rooms on the west lay
at a lower level than those on the east, and the gabled roof probablylay at two levels, the
western part lower than the eastern.
Each of the rooms in the eastern section of the building was provided with its own
doorway opening towardthe east. A pivot stone stood alongsidethe doorway of the central
room, Room 1, and this room, which held the beam press, could be closed with a wooden
door. The beam supportwas cut in a sandstoneblock anchoredin the wall at about the same
height (0.21 m.) above the pavement of the pressas the pier supportin Room 6. The floor of
Room 2 was neatlypaved with small,green schistslabs,which clearlyhad been robbed from
the hail of Minoan BuildingB.2 that layjust underneath. It was the only room of the three
with a paved floor. A smashed amphorawas found against the north wall; the room would
have been a good restingspot where workerscould find momentaryrespitefrom their labor
and take refreshmentout of the hot sun. The excavation of Room 3 was completed only
in 1992. Its floor lay at +8.27-8.09 m., a slightlyhigherlevel than the floorsof the two rooms
to the south, and one had to step up over a raised threshold stone to enter the room. A
spindlewhorl and a number of stone tools were found on the floor, and a semicircularstone
basin, which might have been used for washingwool, stood in the southwestcorner.
Two rectangularrooms, Rooms 7 and 8, are located at the western end of the building.
Both lacked walls on the south. A large pivot stone stood at the southeastcorner of Room
7, however; much larger than a normal door pivot and worn from repeated use, it was
apparentlyused for a large wooden barrierthat could swing shut against the south end of
the western wall and so prevent access to the room. The floor of Room 7 was partially
paved with green schist slabs and sloped down from north to south at elevations of +6.24
60 It was wronglyidentifiedas ByzantineBuilding2 in the 1991 report,Soles and Davaras 1994, pp. 433-434.
61

Soles and Davaras 1994, pp. 433-434, pl. 107:b.
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to +5.52 m. The room gave access to the main workroomof this section of the building,
Room 6, througha doorway,providedwith a paved threshold,in its east wall.
Room 6, which contained anotherbeam press,quite differentin design from the one in
Room 1, was the largestroom in the building(P1.64:d). It measuredca.5.05 m. by 5.30 m.; a
stone slab located near the middle of the room probablysupporteda wooden post, which
may have been needed to support the roof. Fragmentsof roof tiles, mostly flat ridge tiles
like those found in the easternpart of the buildingin 1991, were scatteredon the floor,which
lay at an elevation of +6.23-6.17 m. A crudelybuilt hearth was located in the northwest
corner, and the beam press was set against the middle of the east wall. The press was built
in two parts:A rectangularplatformmeasuringca. 1.39 x 1.08 x 0.50 m. stood to the north;
its surface was paved with schist slabs and provided with a dressed limestone slab with a
raised edge along the outer north side, a small spout projectingbeyond it. A masonry pier,
ca. 0.55 m. wide, was built against the south side of this platform, rising ca. 0.21 m. above
it. Numerous olive pits were found around the platformof the press, and it was clear that
olives were being pressed here for their oil, perhaps after being boiled over the hearth at
the opposite side of the room.
Harriet Blitzerwas able to visit the site during the excavation of this press and reconstructedthe followingdescriptionof its operation: The wooden beam, resting on the stone
pier to the south, supportedflails,or bags of stone weights,which presseddown on a sackfull
of olives. The sackwas sufficientlyporousto allow the liquid,water and oil, to drain through
onto the surface of the press, through the spout, and into a container placed at the base
of the platformbeneath the spout. A numberof wide lead strips,perforatedwith small holes,
were found aroundthe press;it seems likelythat these servedas bracketsto attachthe flailsto
the beam.
Two doorways located in the east wall of the room provided access to Rooms 4 and
5. Both these rooms stood at a higherlevel than Room 6, at an elevationof +7.03-6.72 m. A
monolithic stone, cut to form two steps, stood at the entrance to Room 4, but there was
insufficientspace to allow for such stepsin frontof the entranceto Room 5, since a container
receivingthe pressedoil would have been located in the space before this door. The rooms
have no other entry,and both may have been used as storageroomsfor the oil. Remainsof at
least four Koan amphoras(P 1542, 1543, 2154, 2155) were found in the rooms,62and the
finished product may have been stored here. A wheelmade lamp (C 167) of Asia Minor
origin was also being used in Room 4.63
Fort
TheLateHellenistic
The area above Hellenistic Building 1 had been extensively explored by Seager but
requiredcleaning and some additionalexcavationbefore it could be studied(Fig.27).64The
rooms that Seager opened here extend over an area about sixty meters long and cannot
belong to one long house. The cleaningrevealedtwo groupsof connected rooms set behind,
and to the north of, a continuouswall that extends the whole length of the area exposed.
62

Cf. the examples in Weinberget al. 1965, pp. 3-48, fig. 4:6, and Empereurand Hesnard 1987, pp. 9-71,
pl. 4:20, dated to the early 1stcenturyB.C.
63 Agora Type 40 A, no. 521, pp. 126-127.
IV,
64 Max Kalhammerwas responsiblefor most of the drawingsof these remains.
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The western group contains about eight rooms, some of them divided in two by a spur
wall, and most of them previouslyexcavated. In Room 1, however, Eastern Sigillata A
ware was uncovered along with evidence for cooking, and a large stone platform in the
northwest corner may have served as a sleeping platform. The room could be entered
through a doorway in the east wall and may have provided access to a rectangularbastion
that projected from the south side of the room. All the rooms in this section adjoin one
another and, entered from the east, north, or west, they form a solid, unbrokenline of wall
on the south. The section of rooms to the east, which were also excavated by Seager, are
arrangeda little differently.They lie behind a terrace wall or rampartthat projectsto the
south, leaving an open space between the buildingsand the actual line of wall. The area
between these two groups of rooms is not well preserved,but a series of terracesis located
here behind the same line of wall, and a wide staircaseappears to have led up from one
terraceto another,past an exedra on the third terrace,into the interiorof the complex.
This complex was cleaned, and drawings were made, toward the end of the 1993
season; it was possible to open four trenchesin previouslyunexplored areas before closing
the excavationfor the winter. Two trenchesin Area D3, 100 and 1100, placed at the western
end of the complex, exposed Room 9 and indicated that the complex continues fartherin
this direction. Excavationuncoveredtwo stratifiedlayersin this room, the upper containing
more examples of Eastern SigillataA ware, which has good parallelsat Knossos dating to
the Ist century B.C.,65 as well as coarse wares and evidence for cooking. The most striking
discovery in this room, however, was a small terracotta head of Jupiter Serapis (C 290;
P1.64:c),a populargod in Crete.66Other trenches,placed at the easternend of the complex
(AreaE3, 5900, 6000 and Area E4, 5100, 5200), exposed a seriesof bastionsprojectingfrom
the face of the continuous wall that runs along the south side, indicating that the complex
continuesfartherin this directionas well.
It now seems that the south wall of this complex probably extends all the way to the
eastern section of the wall running along the eastern side of the island, which Seager had
identifiedas Early Byzantine, and that the complex formed a line of garrisonslocated just
inside a continuous.fortificationwall that formed a large circle around the island. It was
in use during the Late Hellenistic period; it remains to be seen if was reoccupied by later
Byzantinesoldiersin the 9th centuryafter Christ.
Further work is required before the Late Hellenistic period at Mochlos can be fully
understood. At the moment there are several possible explanationsfor the remains which
have been found here. The Ptolemies had been active keeping peace in the area since the
3rd century B.C., and Patroklos,commander of the Ptolemaic forces in the Chremonidean
War, established a garrison at nearby Itanos, which the Ptolemies maintained well into
the following century.67In the 2nd century they establishedanother garrisonat Leuke off
the southeast coast of Crete, and they may have felt a need to establishstill a third as an
additionalbase for their activitiesin easternCrete and other operationsin the Aegean. The
city-statesof Hierapytnaand Praisos,which both claimed this area of Crete, may also have
65
66
67

Hayes 1971, pp. 252-253, fig. 3.
Sanders 1982, pp. 36-37.
Bagnall 1976, pp. 120-123.
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attempted to secure the strategicharbor at Mochlos for themselves. In the middle of the
2nd century,when war broke out between Praisosand Itanos largelyas a resultof a dispute
over the administrationof the Shrine of Zeus Diktaiosat Palaikastro,Praisosmay have felt
the need to secure its northern frontier. Later, after war broke out between Praisos and
Hierapytnaand Praisoswas completelydestroyed,Hierapytnatook up the territorialclaims
of Praisos and pursued the war against Itanos. Hierapytna might also have felt the need
to secure the northern approach to the isthmus,which led straightoverland to the city. In
115 B.C. Hierapytna appealed directly to the Roman Senate to arbitrateits conflict with
Itanos, first through the mediation of itinerantjustices from Magnesia on the Maeander,
later through a Roman commission headed by Q. Fabius. In 112 the consul Calpurnius
Piso was instructedto resolve the dispute and reestablishthe border between Itanos and
Hierapytna. Rome was now an active player in the area, but it may not have been until
the next centurythat troopswere actuallyrequiredthere.68
In the Ist century B.C., Rome grew increasinglyconcerned as Crete, which had earlier
supported Perseus in his wars against Rome, now supported Mithridates, supplying him
with mercenaries, receiving his emissaries, and opening its ports to Pontic ships. These
actions, along with the reappearanceof Cretan piracy,provokedthe Senate to demand the
conquestof the island. An initialforaysent out in 77 B.C. met with disaster,but in 68 B.C. the
consul Q. CaeciliusMetelluslanded on Cretewith threelegions. He undertookthe complete
subjugationof the island, conqueringKydonia in the west first,then moving east to destroy
Knossos. The Cretan Aristion played a major role in the defense of the island, escaping
in 67 to Hierapytna,where he led the final resistanceagainstthe Romans. Hierapytnawas
the last city to fall, and while the details of Metellus' strategyin the conquest of the island
are unknown, it is likely that he moved troops by land and by sea. To reach Hierapytna
from Knossos, the easiest route would have taken him along the north coast of Crete to the
isthmus of Hierapytna. Mochlos offered the best harbor at this point, and Metellus may
well have establisheda camp here, or taken advantage of a preexistingone, to support his
troops in their march acrossthe isthmusto Hierapytna.
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PLATE 50

a. Goblet P 942 from Prepalatial
House 2

c. Street between BlocksB and C with main entrance
t uligB2o
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b. Amphora P 756 from Protopalatialdeposit

d. One-handled cup P 648
from Protopalatialdeposit>

t
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e. BuildingB.2, easternwing: Room 2.2 with vestibule(Room 2.1) in
foreground,from north
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PLATE 51
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b. Room 2.2, basin, from south
a. Lamp P 752 from vestibule
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a. LampP 752
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c. Drain to street from basin, from east
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d. LM lB cup fragments
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IO111from drain of basin
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a. Pillarcryptswith terrace,from east

b. Westernpillar crypt, from north

.

BuildingB.2

c. Fragmentsof marine-stylevase P 794 from westernpillar
crypt
JEFFREY

S. SOLES AND

COSTIs

DAVmARs:ExcAvATiONSAT MOCHLOS, 1992-I993

PLATE 53
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a. Terrace and wall south of easternwing, from south

BuildingB.2
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b. Conical-cuplamp P 633
from area south of
eastern wing

c. Conical-cuplamp
P 673 from area
south of easternwing
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d. Westernwing from west
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PLATE 54

a. Bronze bowls CA 106-109, 111, 112 from Room 1.4

Building B.2

b. Bronze bowls CA 108, 109

c. Skullof young woman from basement room
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PLATE 55

a. Room 1.3 from south

c.L
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b. Room 1.2 (left) and Room 1.1I(right) from south
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PLATE 56

Room 1.1

b. Double axes CA 46 and CA 47 at bottom of hoard

c. Rasp CA 52

d. Chisel CA 53

e. Chisel CA 54
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a. House C.6, Rooms 1.1Iand 1.2 in course of
excavation,

east
from

~~~~b.
LampS 168fromHouseC.7, Room3
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PLATE 58

a. House C.7, Room 1, from northwest
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b. Foundryhoard in House C.7, Room 1

c. Deposit of volcanic ash behind
Building A on Mochios Coast, from

west

JEFFREY

S. SOLESANDmCOSTISDAVARAS:EXCAVATIONSAT MOCHLOS,I992-I993

PLATE 59

a. Mochlos Coast: kiln behind BuildingB in course of
excavation, from south

b. Chalinomouri,Room 3, from
~ southeast
~
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c. View of LM III cemetery,from west
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a. Contents of tomb in situ
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LM III cemetery
Tomb IO

b. Composite vase P 946

c.I
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c. Bronze mirrorCA 92 (left),bowl CA 87 (right)
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I
d. Found inside bowl: bronze pin CA 93;
gold-platedring Au 1; and faience necklace
F 58/Au 2
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PLATE 61
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a. Contents of Tomb I I in siftu
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b. Contents of Tomb 13 in situ

C. Pomegranaterhyta P 1116 and P 1065 from Tomb 13
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PLATE 62

a. Pyxis P 1074, view A, with skeleton inside from
Tomb 13

b. Pyxis P 1074, view B

LM III cemetery
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c. Tombs 13 (to left), 15 (center),and 16 (to right),from west
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d. Tomb 15 with sarcophagusC 314 and other finds
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PLATE 63

I
b. Stirrupjar P 1048 importedfrom
Chania from Tomb 13

a. AmphoroidkraterP 1156 from Tomb 15

LM III cemetery
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c. RhytonP 1134fromTomb 15

d. RhytonP 1141withcaseP 1140fromTomb15
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a. LM III cemetery,Tomb 16, from south

b. View of skeletoninside P 1197 from 'rom
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c. Head ofjupiter SerapisC 290 from Late
Hellenisticfort
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with beam press at rear,from west
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