THE RICH LADY OF THE AREIOPAGOS
AND HER CONTEMPORARIES
A TRIBUTE IN MEMORY OF EVELYN LORD SMITHSON
(PLATEs97-100)

T THE KIND INVITATION of ProfessorWilliam D. E. Coulson, Director of the
AmericanSchool of ClassicalStudiesat Athens, thispaperwas composed in memory of
ProfessorEvelynLord Smithsonand read in the GennadeionLibraryin Athens on March 9,
1993, the first anniversaryof her death.1 I should like to put on record my gratitude to
her for the constanthelp and encouragementshe gave me in the earlyyears of my interestin
Geometric pottery.
Evelyn Smithson was an establishedmember of the Agora team when I first came to
Athens as a researchstudentin 1957. As one of severalregularvisitorsin thatyear to the Stoa
of Attalos from the BritishSchool, I found in Evelyn a sympatheticmentor and a generous
friend. She not only allowed me to work throughthe Early and Middle Geometric deposits
in her care but also spared much time to discuss them with me, to compare notes, and to
exchange ideas.
In those days the earlier phases of Attic Geometric had not attractedmuch attention,
and even their definitionwas not universallyagreed. General inquiry into the whole Attic
sequence had been largelythe preserveof German scholars,who, afterthe great pioneering
paper by Peter Kahane,2 still dividedAttic Geometric into four art-historicalphases: Early,
Severe, Ripe, and Late. Fordifferentreasons,both Evelynand I found this systemdiffcultto
apply to excavateddeposits. She preferred,especiallyfor the plainerdomesticwares, a more
strictlychronologicalsubdivision,and to me, thinkingof Geometric styles elsewhere, there
were many places far from Athens where severity and ripeness could not be guaranteed.
Thus, quite independently,we both chose to invoke the ubiquitoustrinityof Early,Middle,
and Late, which could be applied easily to almost every regional style in Greece. Even
so, the Early and Middle phases were then little known and somewhat undervalued in a
historical context. From the Agora area, the only full and analytical study of Geometric
finds had been Rodney Young's volume on the Late Geometric plot of graves under the
ClassicalTholos.3 Furthermore,it was fashionableto think of the Late Geometric period
A

1 For illustrations,and permissionto include them here, I am gratefulto the American School of Classical

Studies (Pls. 97:b, 99:a, b), to the Deutsches ArchAologischesInstitut(P1.98:c), and to Mr. Mervyn Popham
(P1.lOO:a-c,e). All other illustrationsare of vases from the North Cemeteryat Knossos, of which Plates98:a, b,
d, 99:c, d, and 100:d have not previouslybeen published;my thanks are due to the Managing Committee
of the British School at Athens for permission to present them here, in advance of the final report (Knossos,
theNorthCemetery:
Eary GreekTombs[BSASuppl., forthcoming],H. W. CatdingandJ. N. Coldstream,eds.).
2 Kahane 1940: on the date of delivery(1936), p. 464, note 1.
3 Young 1939, pp. 229-230.
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as a sudden and dramatic Dawn4 after a truly miserableDark Age, an age supposedly of
backwardpeasants leaving hardly any trace behind. Evelyn never subscribedto that view,
and, as we shall see, with good reason.
In the early 1960's we often corresponded,partly on serious Geometric matters5and
partly on a lighter note: we exchanged gems from students' essays during early years of
universityteaching, she in Buffalo and I in London. One pearl that she shared with me
runs as follows: "The sauceboat is an Egyptian religious symbol, in which the King was
thought to journey with the Sun God." She commented, "Likea tea tray in the sky."
Central to Evelyn's research, and of abiding importance, are her three major articles
in Hesperia.All three deal with importantearly burials in or near Athens, and all of them
are researched so deeply and so carefullythat many a catalogue entry of hers became a
locusclassicusto which one is continually turning for guidance. She was a perfectionist,
never satisfiedwith easy, facile answers. Her brain was always on the move, and if new
thoughts had come to her immediatelyafter the publication of her work, she would write
those thoughtsout in long hand, in the marginsof the offprintsthat she sent out.
The first of her major articles6dealt with the very late Protogeometricgrave material
excavated by Dr. Papadimitriouat Nea Ionia, which usefullycomplemented the finds from
the Kerameikos,7 and the thorough synthesis of Vincent Desborough.8 But her most
influentialpublicationwas of the astonishinglywell-furnishedcremation,"the tomb of a rich
Athenian lady,ca.850 B.C.":9 influentialbecause it decisivelyturned a hinge, to let in a shaft
of light upon the later part of the Dark Age. The sheer quality and variety of the lady's
eighty-onegrave offeringsled Evelynto write of "anAtheniansocietywith refinedtastesand
high artisticstandards,developingalong clearlines."10And, in a letterto me (December 10,
1968) she commented, "The gloomy Bauernvolkhave been banished forever." She added,
referringto a book on Greek Geometricpottery which appeared in the same year,11"The
Dark Ages were, in fact, a hive of activity."In retrospect,how true; and to those of us who
look into them, how reluctant we are to go along with a recent proposal to sweep them
into a chasm of time, to pretend that they had never existed at all, arguing from a major
readjustmentof Egyptianchronology.12 The GreekDark Ages have proved far too eventful
to suffersuch a fate.13
4 E.g. Starr 1961, p. 381: "During the century from 750 to 650-or, to hazardgreater
precisin,principally
in
thebriefdecades
from 720 to 680 [my italics]-the Greek world was galvanized into an interlockedrevolution
which affectedevery aspect of its structure."
5 Chiefly on the concept of "workshops"in the Attic Geometric figured style, arising out of her review
(Smithson 1962) of Davison 1961.
6 Smithson 1961.
7 Keramekos
I and IV.
8 Desborough 1952, pp. 1-126.
9 Smithson 1968.
'0 Smithson 1968, p. 83.
l Coldstream 1968.
12
James etal. 1991. For an even more drasticshorteningof absolutechronology see Rohl 1989/1990.
13
Against these proposed upheavals in absolute chronology I presented some counter-arguments(three
architecturalphases at Lefkandi in LH IIIC, four at Asine in PG, etc.) in a seminar paper, "The Eventful
Dark Age of Greece";this is summarizedin Hankey 1992/1993, pp. 76-77.
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We shall in due course take a retrospectivelook at the lady's grave goods, in the light
of what has been unearthed more recently. But first, we ask ourselves, who was she? In
her publication, Evelyn boldly suggested a name for her, or at least for her husband: gyne
14the wife ofthat Arriphronwho, in the list of Athenianhereditarykingspreserved
Arriphronos,
by the Hellenistic historianKastor of Rhodes, would have reigned in the mid-9th century.
What she implied, although she never pressed the implication, is that the small exclusive
cemetery on the North Slope of the Areiopagoswould have been the burial ground for the
royal Medontid genosand their retainers. This seems to me a perfectlyreasonablesurmise.
Long before there was any urban nucleus, and still longer before the emergence of a civic
center in the Agora that we know,Athens had been a loose networkof discretehamlets, each
with its own burial plot nearby. During Geometric times, traces of the living are virtually
confined to well deposits,'5but the dead are dotted in groups all over the residentialarea of
the laterpolis.16If we can pressan analogywith later and smallerGeometricsites,which are
much better preserved, like Zagora on Andros and Emporio on Chios, a regular pattern
emerges: the ruler'sdwelling is the nearest to the chief sanctuary,and in between there is
an open space for public affairs. At Zagora there is an open space in front of the largest
megaron house, facing out towardsthe sanctuarywhere, during the life of the 8th-century
town, worshipwould stillhave been in the open air.17At Emporio, the Great Megaron Hall
is the only domestic building on the acropolisand actually controlsthe approach up to the
sanctuaryfrom the houses below, with, once again, an open space in between.18 Returning
to Athens, let us recall the memory preservedby Apollodoros,19the memory of an earlier
Agora, evidently without any architecturalremains, on the saddle between the Akropolis
and the Areiopagos,20where the Medontid king would have presided over public business;
what better location for his residence could one possiblysuggest than the hamlet that went
with the cemeterycontainingthe tomb of the Rich Lady? Likewise,if each noblegenoshad its
family seat in one particularhamlet, one might find a suitable home for the Neleids at the
outer periphery,far to the northwest, close to the very aristocraticcemetery by the later
Dipylon Gate.21 Such a location would be appropriatefor a clan which, in the firstinstance,
came as refugees from Pylos;22and one also recalls that three of their monumental Late
Geometric grave kratersportray the confrontationwith the Siamese Twins,23 monstrous
beings who would have formed a memorablepart of Neleid family history.24But enough of
speculation;let us acknowledgehow little we really know of Geometric Athens. It is easy
14

Smithson 1968, p. 83.

15 Agora
VIII,pp. 107-111, pl. 45.

16

Coldstream 1977, pp. 136-137, fig. 44; Morris 1987, pl. 64, fig. 17.
Morris 1987, pp. 304-308, fig. 97; Cambitoglou 1981, pp. 82-84.
Boardman 1966, pp. 249-251; Coldstream 1977, pp. 314-315, fig. 99.
19 Apollodoros:Jacoby, FGrHist244, F 113.
20 AgoraXlY p. 19.
21 For referencessee Coldstream 1968, p. 400.
22 Herodotos 5.65.
17
18

23

LouvreA 517, LouvreA 519, and NewYork, M.M.A. 14.130.15;Ahlberg 1971, pp. 246-251; Coldstream
1977, pp. 352-354; Ahlberg-Cornell 1992, pp. 32-35. For sceptical views concerning the Twins see, most
recently,Boardman 1983, pp. 25-26.
24 Webster 1955, p. 41.
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to make a plan with up to two hundred spots where Geometric graves have been found
and then startto make statisticaldeductions,25but these are but two hundreddropsin a very
large bucket,which also containslarge empty areasof our ignorance,areas stillfirmlysealed
under the buildingsof modern Athens. In due coursewe shall see how some present gaps in
the recordof 9th-centuryAthens can be filledby fine Attic exportsto Knossos and Lefkandi.
Evelyn was deeply concerned with retrievinga true record of the Areiopagoscemetery
strungout along a contour of its north slope. She had good reason to thinkthat this had also
been the burialground of the nobility in Mycenaean times. From Submycenaeanuntil the
end of Geometric,hardlymore than thirtygraveshave survived,mainly of the 9th century.
Most had been plundered, or much eroded, or cut into by solid buildings of later times.
To one particularplot, slightlyto the east of the Rich Lady'sgrave, Evelyn devoted her third
article,26a veritablemasterpieceof archaeologicaldetection. Drawing on the
majorHesperia
notebooksof Dorpfeld'sunpublishedexcavationof the 1890's,as well as on Agora recordsof
the 1930's and 1940's, she gently correctedvarious misattributionsof the finds during the
interveningyears. These finds, as preserved,are not particularlyrich, but Evelyn'sresearch
into the graves is a treasurehouseof enlightenment as to the various ways in which the
9th-centuryAtheniansburied their dead.
Of our Rich Lady's imediate forebearsin the early 9th century,there are two EG I
cremations at the western end of the cemetery, both of them of modest affluence and
considerableinterest. There is the firstpost-Mycenaeanwarriorburiedwith his full kit:27his
swordcurledaroundhis neck-handledash amphora,his two spearheads,two knives,axhead,
javelin point, snaffle bits for his horses, and the whetstone to sharpen his cutting edges in
the next world. Very close by was the cremation of a young woman with a full set of pots
smashedon her pyre,28pins, fibulas,and other dressornaments,and two pairs of miniature
clay boots, astonishinglynaturalisticin their design. If they were meant to ease her journey
into the next world, one might wonder why such objects appear only in the graves of young
women. Her shoulder-handledash amphorais of a relativelynew type which, on the basis of
existing finds in Athens, was thought to have supersededthe older belly-handledversion29
between the late 10th century and the mid-9th, when the belly-handledamphora made a
gloriouscomebackfrom the time of the Rich Lady'sburialonwards. Evelyn was scepticalof
this easy explanation,and her scepticismcan now be shown to have been fullyjustified.
During the late 10th centuryand throughthe 9th, we know of approximatelya hundred
Attic pots exported to Knossos. These include, much to our surprise,thirteen large bellyhandled amphorassuitablefor Attic female cremations,all of them comparablein size with
the Rich Lady's urn, that is, around 70 cm. high, and yet never used as such in Knossian
tombs, where other, local shapes were made for this purpose. More surprisingstill, no less
than six belong to this shape's EG I phase, virtuallymissing from the sequence in Athens.
Some are representedby only a few sherds, since the same chamber tombs in the North
25

E.g. Morris 1987, pp. 99-104, fig. 31.

26 Smithson 1974.
27 Blegen 1952.
28 Young 1949.

29 Desborough 1952, p. 36.
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Cemetery were used over many successivegenerations,but one of them, with a typically
EG I dogtooth zone around the neck (P1.97:a), is relativelywell preserved.30
Here, then, is but one example to show how patchy the record of Athens must be at
this period. As for the shoulder-handledamphoras, they are never much more than half
the height of the more monumentalbelly-handledtype, and they seem to be intended for the
more modest female cremations.31The highestaristocracy,meanwhile,will have continued
to use the big belly-handledamphora;but duringthe apparentgap in the Atheniansequence,
theirfemale burialsstillelude the excavator.In this context, the discoveryof the Rich Lady's
cremationintact,in an aristocraticgraveplot much plundered,battered,and denuded, was a
supremelylucky chance, allowing us for the very first time the vision of an Athenian Dark
Age burialbelonging to the highest,possiblyroyal, elite.
And so we come to the Lady'sown majorvases,made to orderfor an aristocraticclientele,
fastidiouswork by an exceptionallytalented and adventurousschool of painters at the turn
from Early to Middle Geometric: her cremationamphora (P1.97:b) and her chest with five
model granarieson the lid (P1.97:c), in which Evelyn's sharp eye detected the same hand
at work. In her words, this is potterydecoratedwith "skill,taste and agination ... painted
with an inventiveness that will not be seen in such force again until Late Geometric."32
Of the granary chest she remarked, "This is one of the most elaborate Geometric pieces
known.... The draughtsmanshipis exquisite.... There are no mistakes."33She referred
to three earlierchestswith plain lids belonging to Late PG, all of them, like this lid, found in
the graves of women.34 To these we can add another exported to Lefkandi,35found in a
grave with strongAthenian associations,to which we shall presentlyturn.
The chest must surely count as the most fantasticpyxis ever devised. From this time
onwards,the pyxis lid clearlyofferedgreat opportunitiesto the pottersfor modeling symbols
appropriateto their clients'status. Fromthis extraordinaryvesselwe learn that a centurybefore the Dipylon gravemarkers,pottersand painterscould alreadybe commissionedto make
very specialeffortsfor the leadingAthenianfamilies. Here, as Evelynpointed out, the family's
wealth would have been in arableland and grain;for her, the five model granariespresaged
thepentakosiomedimnoi,36
the highestsocialclassof ArchaicAthens, whose memberscould produce five hundredmeasuresof grain each year from their countryestates. And, as if the message were not clear enough fromthe granarylid, the point is drivenhome by the independent
granarymodel, nearly 30 cm. high, in the same grave and perhapsby the same hand.37
FollowingEvelyn'slead, one might apply the same logic to other symbols displayedon
the lid of the flat pyxis, which became the standardform at the turn to Middle Geometric.
Very soon after the Rich Lady, an expressivebull's head was modeled on a small pyxis lid
30

Preliminaryreport: ColdstreamapudCatling 1982/1983, p. 52, fig. 90.
E.g., in Kerameikos
V, i, graves 7 (EG 1); 14, 19, 39 (EG II);44, 76 (MG I); 29, 40, 75, 86, 89 (MG II).
Smithson 1968, p. 82.
33 Smithson 1968, p. 95.
34 Smithson 1968, p. 96, note45.
35 Le-fandiI, p. 150, P 22.4; pls. 137:4, 271:d.
36 Smithson 1968, pp. 83, 96-97.
37 Smithson 1968, no. 22, pp. 93-94, pl. 23.
31
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now in the National Museum,38with a miniaturepyxis for its handle; does this protome
advertisea family'sabundancein cattle? Later,fromMG II onwards,the horse takesover as
the most frequent aristocraticsymbol modeled on the lids. Graves containing these horse
pyxidesare never poor, and as BarbaraBohen has pointed out,39they almost alwaysoccur in
the graves of women. It is interestingto note a similar change, from bull to horse, in the
animals soldered onto the handles of the most prestigous vessels of all, the huge bronze
tripod cauldronsdedicatedat Olympia and other majorsanctuaries.40Do these, too, reflect
a correspondingchange of interests,in their dedicants,from cattle herdingto the taming and
pasturingof horses? It has been argued by Thalia Howe4l and Anthony Snodgrass42that
during the Dark Age livestockhad formed the staple diet and that arable farmingwas only
haphazardand sporadic,until a rapidlyrisingpopulationin the 8th centurycalled for a more
systematicand intensive effort to cultivate the land. If that were so, then the ostentatious
concern with grain displayedby our Rich Lady'sfamilywould have been very much ahead
of its time.
It was duringher generationthat some Knossianpotters,duringtheir ProtogeometricB
phase, also triedout variousthree-dimensionalsymbolson theirlids, such as a bird in flight43
and a helmeted warrior'shead,44 on globularpyxis lids from the North Cemetery (P1.98:a,
b, d). The warrior'sface, enlivened by dots and dabs of paint on his features, displays a
typicallyCretan delight in miniaturemodeling at this time. This particularlid comes from
one of the richest family chamber tombs, no. 219, which also contained a wide variety of
weapons;45but the tomb is too disturbedfor us to tell whether any of their owners could
also lay claim to the lid, which in any case has lost its pyxis. Returningto Athens, we find the
same idea enlarged to a monumental scale on a gigantic but fragmentaryovoid pyxis on
a tall pedestal, 65 cm. high, of MG II date. It is a strayfind from the Kerameikoscemetery
(P1.98:c) but large enough, in the opinion of BarbaraBohen, who published it,46 to have
servedas a grave monumentfor a warriorwhose statussymbolappearsin the tall Bugelhelm
on the lid: an ostentatioussymbol of military display that we encounter much more often
in the Early Iron Age of Italy47than in Geometric Greece.
38 Athens 15318, CVA,Athens 1 [Greece 1], p. 3, pl. 1:9;Smithson 1974, p. 381, pl. 79:b, c.
39 erameikos
XIII, pp. 7-8, 126-127.
40 E.g. Olympische
Forschungen
X, nos. 59, 60, pl. 19.

Howe 1958, pp. 54-56.
SnodgTass1971, pp. 378-380.
Small lid, KMF tomb 285.1: P.H. 4.2 cm., D. 6.8 cm. Nearly complete. Knob in the form of a bird
with wings outstretched, the head broken off; bars across wings and tail and between lines on back. Two
suspensionholes, opposed. Fits the pyxis 285.2: H. 7.6 cm., D. of rim 6.5 cm.
44 Small lid, KMF tomb 219.72: H. 7 cm., D. ca. 10 cm. Half preserved. Conical, with two suspension
holes near rim. Knob in the form of a warrior'shead, his featuresin relief: prominentchin, nose, and ears;eyes
as pellets;short, straightmouth; helmet perched on the head with steep ridge for crest, continuing down back
of neck. Crest marked with two rows of solid triangleseach side. Blobs on ears, eyes, and mouth; curved
line for eyebrows. Band around neck, whence solid pendent triangles;pendent latticed triangles; cable in
double outline.
45 Preliminaryreport: Catling 1978/1979, pp. 48-49.
46 Bohen 1976, pp. 21-22.
47 Compare the bronze helmets closing the urns of the Villanovan FaciesI, as Close-Brooks1979, pp. 101103, fig. 5, 1:9.
41
42
43
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If the Rich Lady's granarychest hints at her high statusand the source of her family's
wealth, it is the small finds in her grave which reveal some of the fruits of their wealth
and their wide connections outside the Aegean. Before this discovery, finds of orientalia
in 9th-centuryAthens had been virtuallylimited to the Syrian bronze bowl with figured
decorationembossedinside, found with a man's cremationamphorain Geometric grave 42
of the Kerameikoscemetery.48Next to him, anotherrich lady in grave 41 received a curious
ivory ornament,perhapsa seal, locallymade, with a triangularbase and two ducks'heads;49
the material, at least, must have come from the east. Above grave 42, and above another
man's grave nearby, no. 43, there stood huge monumental kratersas grave markers. Of
the krater for no. 42, only the foot survives;50but the one above no. 43 is preserved up
to its handle, near which one sees the first human figure in Attic vase painting: the figure
of a mourning woman; below, one can make out the hind part of a horse.51 Because of
its size and complexity, this krater in the Kerameikos
publication was dated much too late,
well into the 8th century; but the accompanyingvases should certainly put it at the very
beginning of Middle Geometric, and Evelyn spotted in its linear decoration the same hand
that also painted a pyxis among the goods of her Areiopagos lady.52 This corner of the
Kerameikoscemetery was evidentlyreservedfor an aristocraticfamily whose affluence can
be traced back for at least two generations:first, no. 2, the grave of a warriormarkedwith
a fine though fragmentarykraterof EG II,53 and then, perhapsthe grandmotherof them all,
in the very late PG grave 48, which was exceptionallywell providedwith fine pottery.54
This familyplot in the Kerameikos,then, providedEvelynwith the only possiblepeers for
comparisonwith her Rich Lady;and yet their finds could not prepareus for the much more
variedand spectacularofferingsin the Areiopagosgrave. In additionto the usualbronze pins
and fibulas, there are copious importsfrom the eastern Mediterranean:a necklace of over
a thousand disk beads in pale green faience, with a large Phoenician bead55 of variegated
glass as its centerpiece, and the raw material for the ivory and gold ornaments worked
by Athenian craftsmen. Of ivory, there is part of a disk engraved with a curious human
face, and the battered remains of two pyramidalseals, the first seals known to have been
made in Greece since Mycenaean times.56Of the seven gold ornaments,all but one are the
simplefingerringsof the DarkAge, some plain, otherswith repousseor chased decoration.57
After these primitive pieces, nothing could prepare us for the sudden leap forward in the
goldsmith'sart indicated by the majestic and masterlypair of gold earrings,58elaborated
with the most sophisticatedtechniquesof granulationand filigree(P1.99:a, b): nothing, that
is, if one wishes to see in them the unaided effortsof those Attic Dark Age goldsmithswho
48

KerameikosV,i,pp.237-238,pl. 162.
KerameikosV,i,p.236,pl. 161.
50 Kerameikos
V, i, no. 1187, p. 237, pl. 18.
51 Kerameikos
V, i, no. 1254, p. 238, pl. 22; Benson 1970, pp. 92-93, pl. 32:4.
52 Smithson 1968, under no. 12, p. 90.
53 Kerameikos
V, i, no. 935, p. 211, pl. 17.
54 Kerameiks
IV, pp. 44-46.
55 Smithson 1968, no. 78e, p. 115, pl. 33; Higgins 1969, p. 145, note 14.
56 Smithson 1968, nos. 79-81, pp. 115-116, pls. 32, 33.
57 Smithson 1968, nos. 7 1-76, pp. 112-113, pl. 32.
58
Smithson 1968, no. 77, pp. 113-114, pls. 30, 32.
49
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produced the simple repousse finger rings. Evelyn at once saw that this was, to say the
least, unlikely. She surmised that "the technique or the technician was imported,"59but
not the earringsthemselves. Near Eastern inspirationis certainlypresent in the pendent
pomegranates,with their calyx leaves renderedin neat trianglesof granules;but the massive
trapezoidalplates,with theirzoned decoration,were more in the GreekGeometrictradition,
made to suit local taste. In the year after Evelyn'spublication, Reynold Higgins attached
great importanceto the earnngs.60In his view, the techniquecould not have come without
the technician: only through a resident Phoenician goldsmith setting up in Athens could
the skilledtechniques of granulationand filigree, apparendyforgotten since the age of the
Mycenaeanpalaces,have been so suddenlyrecoveredm such an accomplishedpiece of work.
His view coincided with that ofJohn Boardman,who, in his reexamination6'of the reused
Minoan tholos tomb at Tekkenear Knossos with its treasureof goldjewelry, identifiedas its
firstincumbenta residenteasterngoldsmith,on quite independentgrounds. This goldsmith,
buriedwith Cretan PGB pottery,would almost have been a contemporaryof the Athenian
Rich Lady and would have helped to sparkoff the proto-orientalizingmovement in Cretan
metalwork. But it was Evelyn'spublicationthat, in the first instance, focused our attention
on an awakening of Greece towards the east in the mid-9th century: as she put it, "a far
more intimate associationof Greekswith Orientalsthan has hithertobeen supposed."62
Since then, a whole generation has passed. Fresh knowledge of this period has come,
not so much from Athens but ratherfrom Euboia, which, in this context, has certainlybeen
more in the news. The cemeteries at Lefkandi, in particular,have opened our eyes to a
constantflow of artifactsand raw materialsfrom the Near East, from the late 10th century
until the latest burials in the Lefkandi cemeteries in the third quarter of the 9th.63 And,
from the locally producedjewelry, we now learn that in the Areiopagos Lady's earrings,
Greek mastery of granuleswas alreadyin its second generation. A crescent pendant, from
a grave of around 900, has some rough triangles of granulation on the plate.64 A little
earlier is a necklace of gold spiralbeads of northern character,65paralleledin an LH IIIC
tomb in Kephallenia. The goldsmithsof Lefkandisoon combined the north Aegean spirals
and the granulatedcrescentplates66with a typicallyEuboian eclecticismwhich is also seen
in Euboian pottery; but the goldsmithsseem to have been much more inventive than the
potters, who persisted tenaciously with delayed Protogeometric formulas, especially the
pendent concentriccircles,even into the early8th century.The Lefkandijewelry does not in
any way contradictEvelyn'sthoughtsabout the easterntechniquesor technician,but we can
now be surethat the techniquesmust have arrivedin Greece at least a generationearlierthan
she supposed. Nevertheless,we are still faced with the great "leapforward"in jewelry from
59 Smithson 1968, p. 83.
60 Higgins 1969, pp. 144-145.
61 Boardman 1967, p. 63.
62 Smithson 1968, p. 83.
63 ILejkandi
I, pp. 101-464.
64 Popham,
Calligas, and Sackett 1989, p. 120, fig. 25.
65 Popham,
Calligas,and Sackett 1989, p. 120, fig. 23; cf. Marinatos 1932, pp. 24-25, fig. 30, from Lakkithra
on Kephallenia. For the spiralssee northernspectaclefibulas,e.g. Vergina
I, pp. 227-230.
66 Popham, Touloupa, and Sackett 1982, p. 217, T 38, no. 39, pl. 30:a.
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the simple ornaments of the earlier Dark Age: a "leap forward"all the more remarkable
in the early 9th century,which, for the other arts,is not a period of any great advance in style
or sophistication.
The rich graves in the Toumba cemetery of Lefkandi offer us in quantity an even
wider range of luxuries than those in the Areiopagos Lady's grave.67 Almost all have
gold ornaments, locally worked. Many have faience seals, or vessels, or necklaces of disk
beads, Egyptianizingimportsfrom the Levant.68Others have eastern bronzejugs or bowls
embossedwith figuredscenes,69like that from Kerameikosgrave 42. But none of this is at all
surprisingif we follow the excavators'reasonable deduction70that the Toumba cemetery
belonged to the local royalgenosand grew up outside the front of the huge apsidal building
within which the royal couple of the mid-lOth century had been buried.71 And so the
Toumba cemetery, virtually unplundered and never encroached upon by later building,
allows us a unique glimpse of the sort of affluencewith which the royal Athenian genos,in
a much largercommunity,would have been buried. Their cemetery,along the north slope of
the Areiopagos,has been much ravagedby time, but the Rich Lady'sgrave survivedintact,
as a sample of the splendorwhich would have been sharedby the genosat large.
The frequencyof orientalluxuriesin the Lefkandigravesmustsurelybe linkedto Euboian
maritime activityin the eastern Mediterranean. From the 10th century onwards, Euboian
pottery is now recorded at Tyre,72the main center of power in the Phoenician homeland.
In the 9th and early 8th centuries, eastwardexport of Euboian pendent-semicirclepottery
is much more frequent than that of Attic Geometric,73giving us the impressionthat both
Greek wares may have been carriedin Euboian ships. Amid all the wide publicity that this
Euboianenterprisehas received,one shouldalso reflecton the exclusivelyAttic contributions
to this awakeningof the mid-9th century,to the recoveryof communicationswith the Near
East, and to the eventual lightening of the Dark Ages. Tentatively,on what evidence -we
have, I can suggesttwo majorcontributions:the productionof silverand of fine pots, both of
which attractednotice from Near Easterncustomers.
Silver,prized in Egypt above gold and much sought after by Phoenician merchants,74
cannot be obtained in the eastern Mediterraneanbut is abundant in the mines of Lavrion.
At Thorikos nearby,our Belgian colleagues have excavated a large rectangularroom with
severalbasins cut into the floor, two of which were found to contain litharge, the residue of
lead left behind afterthe silverhad been extractedfromthe originalore by cupellation.75The
room is well preservedbecause its occupationwas very brief,most of the potterybelongingto
the mid-9th century; soon afterwardsit was overwhelmed by a stone avalanche from the
67

For a selection see Lejkandi
I, pls. 230-235.

68 Popham, Touloupa, and Sackett 1982, pls. 31, 32.
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Popham, Calligas, and Sackett 1989, p. 118, fig. 5, from a context ca. 900.
Popham, Touloupa, and Sackett 1982, p. 247.
Ie]kandi II, ii.
Coldstreamand Bikai 1988.
Coldstream 1989, pp. 91-94.
Especiallyin the West: Markoe 1992.
Thlrikos II, pp. 29-30; ThrikosIII,p. 34.
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Velatourihill.76 Here we have no more than a small vignette of the industriallife of a very
large site, but it may be no accident that the brief phase of silver production in this room
happensto coincidewith the periodofthe Rich AthenianLady,the correspondingrich graves
in the Kerameikos,and the even more plentifulornamentsof gold and faYencein the latest
graves of Lefkandi. These burials imply a sudden increase in eastward communications;
could it be that silverwas one of the chief sourcesof newly won wealth and one of the chief
attractionsfor visitingPhoeniciantraders?If so, and withoutgetting involvedin the question
of Attic politicalunity at this time,77one would guess that the nobilityof Athens would have
been among the firstto profitfrom the silvertrade.
Even so, when Evelyn envisaged Athenian nobility as "perhaps... the directorsof an
expanding overseas trade,"78she was presumablythinkingmore of the excellence of Attic
MG pottery from the mid-9th century onwards: admired, imported, and imitated in many
Aegean regions,carriedto the Near East, perhapsin Euboian boats, but especiallyadmired
and copiouslyexportedas luxuryware to Euboia itselfand, more surprisingly,to Crete. On
both islands one suspects something more than the general run of trade. At Knossos, in
the chambertombs of the North Cemetery,between the late 10thand 8th centuriesthere are
about a hundred Attic imports, forming about three percent of the total ceramic corpus.
In the unplunderedTekke tombJ, which also contained the bronze bowl inscribed in the
Phoenician alphabet,79we found a large Attic PG "dinnerset" of twenty-sixvases.80 Other
Attic importsinclude shapes not often exported elsewhere,such as PG kalathoi(P1.99:c),81
MG flat and pointed pyxides (P1.99:d),82and especiallylarge belly-handledamphoraslike
the Rich Lady'surn, which in Athens servedrich female cremations. We have alreadynoted
one of the six EG I pieces (P1.97:a) sent to Knossos, which fill a gap in the series from
Athens as we now have it. Another,well into MG I (P1.100:d),83comes from the extremely
rich Tekke tomb G, dug in 1943 by the late ProfessorNicolas Platon. A wonderful array
from this tomb is displayeddownstairsin the HerakleionMuseum. This vase, like all other
imported Attic amphoras and their many Cretan imitations,was not used as a cremation
urn; in the tomb from which it was recovered, that purpose was served by locally made
urns of a differentshape, with lids made to fit. What, then, was the functionof the amphoras
in this foreign context? I suggest that they contained the wine for the funerarysymposium
since, in the more intact tombs, whole sets of drinkingcrockeryhave been found, the skyphoi
and the oinochoai neatlystackedinsidethe largekrater.84The amphoras,reservedin Athens
76

Thorikos
III, pp. 38-42, figs. 44-48.

77 See, most recently,Van Gelder 1991.
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Smithson 1968, p. 83.

79 Catling 1976/1977, p. 12, fig. 27; on the text, Sznycer 1979.
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Some illustratedin Catling 1976/1977, p. 12, figs. 29, 30.

81 The two Attic LPG handlelesskalathoifrom Knossos KMF tomb 207 are larger than any other known

examples: 207.41 (P1.99:c), H. 18.2 cm., D. 27 cm.; 207.42, with similardecoration, H. 21.2 cm., D. 34 cm.
82 Knossos KMF tomb 283.46 (H. 13.5 cm.), here Plate 99:d, with lid 283.9. Flat pyxides are representedby
the gigantic piece in the Attic MG II set from KMF tomb 219: Coldstream 1983, p. 204, figs. 1, 2.
83 Knossos, Tekke G 3, H. 79 cm., D. of rim 23 cm.
84 Brock 1957, p. 161: large accumulationsof bell-skyphoiwere found in the Fortetsacemetery with the
bell-kratersnos. 221 and 428. A large MPG kraterin the North Cemetery, KMF tomb 285.82, contained
nineteen vessels neatly stackedinside it: thirteenbell-skyphoiand six oinochoai of various sizes.

THE RICHLADYOF THE AREIOPAGOS
AND HER CONTEMPORARIES

401

for rich female cremations,are not likely to have been hawked overseas by casual traders;
they make more sense as giftsbetween guest friendsin Athens and Knossos,being among the
finest ceramic gifts that Athens could provide.85
Connections with Athens are even closer at Lefkandi,where several of the graves in
the royal Toumba cemeteryseem to be those of Athenianresidents.The local custom was to
gather a token amount of the cremated ashes and scatter them over the open grave, but
in the LPG grave 14,86for example, we have two urn cremations in the Attic manner, a
man and a woman: around the man's urn, his sword had been wrapped, "killed",as in
the Areiopagoswarrior'sgrave;and the woman's urn looks like an Attic import.87Another
contemporaryfemale grave, Palia Perivoliano. 22, is very rich in pottery.88The cremation
rite there is local, but I would guess the incumbentto have had at least one Athenian parent:
ten out of her thirtypots are Attic late PG, including a small prototype of the Rich Lady's
chest, without the granaries;she also has a handmade doll with incised detail, of a kind
otherwiseconfined to female burialsin Attica.89
This grave also contained some simple gold ornaments and, representingthe eastern
contacts, a Cypriot Bichrome II flask,the earliestknown Iron Age import from that island.
Returning to the royal Toumba cemetery, we find the same general pattern repeating
itself again and again in the richest graves. With the gold, and with the eastern exotica,
there goes a third item of luxury: importedAttic pottery of very high quality and often of
unusualinterest,in that it may add somethingto our knowledgeof the Athenian repertoire
at home. Take, for example, grave 55 of ca. 900: along with the North Syrian bronze
bowl showing sphinxes flanking sacred trees,90 the pottery includes a rare Attic shape,
a dual-purposeamphora-cum-trefoil-oinochoewith a third handle behind, attached to the
neck.91 And in graves 31 and 33, among the latest on the site, there are sets of Attic
imports dating to early MG I, includingfine little feeders for infants (P1.1OO:a-c),such as
have never yet been found in Athens but painted with the same fastidiouscare as the Rich
Lady's own offerings.92 (These miniatures make me somewhat sceptical of any theory
based on negative evidence that Athenians of the 9th century rarely troubled to give their
little children proper burial.93) Finally,returning to the grand scale, there are two Attic
masterpieces of this generation, both retrieved in fragments from the pyre debris near
the Toumba graves and as yet unparalleledin Athens: a huge globularpyxis (P1.100:e),94
decorated with the same precocious complexity as the Rich Lady's granary chest, and
85
86

E.g. Coldstream 1983, pp. 204-205, figs. 1-5.
Ielandi I, pp. 210, 214-215.
87 LeJ'andi
I, pp. 175-176, Toumba grave 14, pls. 159, 174, 175. The importedbelly-handledamphora 14.1
(pl. 175, p. 105, note 355), if not Attic, closely imitatesan Attic prototype.
88 Lej*andi
I, pp. 149-151, pls. 119, 137-139.
89 Lejkandi
I, P 22.30, pl. 137. On the incised Attic PG dolls see, most recendy, Reber 1991, pp. 128-131
(typology),pp. 152-155 (contextin female graves).
90 Popham, Calligas,and Sackett 1989, p. 118, fig. 5, from Toumba grave 55.
91 Popham, Calligas,and Sackett 1989, p. 118, fig. 6:a.
92 Lefkandi
I, pl. 185, Toumba grave 31.2; pl. 188, grave 33.2-3; discussion,p. 352.
93 Morris 1987, pp. 60-62. For Evelyn'srobustscepticismsee Smithson 1974, p. 373.
94 Popham, Calligas,and Sackett 1989, p. 120, fig. 22, from Toumba grave 61.
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a pedestaled krater,the earliest known of its type,95 ancestral to the many later MG II
kratersfound in the princely tombs of Salamis and Amathous in Cyprus and, furthereast,
in the royal contexts of Hama, Tyre, and Samaria.96
It is a great privilege to pay tribute to the memory of Evelyn Lord Smithson and to
expressmy deep appreciationof her work. She helped us to understandand enjoy an early
floweringof Greek art, which was fosteredby the values and the taste of a risingAthenian
aristocracy. So sensitive, so profound was her research that her work will endure, from
whateverangle later readersmay wish to consult it.
BIBLIOGRAPHY
Agora= TheAthenianAgora,
bytheAmerican
ResultsofExcavations
Conducted
Sciwolof Classical
StudiesatAthens,Princeton
VIII = E. T. H. Brann,LateGeometrc
andProtoattic
Pottey,Mid EighthtoLateSeventh
Century
B.C., 1962
XIV = H. A. Thompson and R. E. Wycherley,TheAgoraofAthens,1972
Ahlberg, G. 1971. Prothesis
andEkphora
in GreekGeometric
Art(SIMA32), Goteborg
Ahlberg-Cornell,G. 1992. MythandEposin EarlyGreek
Art:Representation
andInterpretation
(SIMA100),Jonsered
Benson,J. L. 1970. Horse,BirdandMan: TheOris of Greek
Painting,Amherst
Blegen, C. W 1952. "Two Athenian Grave Groupsof about 900 B.C.," Hesperia21, pp. 279-294
Boardman,J. 1966. Excavations
in Chios,1952-1955: Greek
Emporio
(BSASupplement6), London
. 1967. "The Khaniale TekkeTombs, II," BSA62, pp. 57-75
1983. "Symboland Storyin GeometricArt,"inAncientGreekArt
andIconography,
W Moon, ed., Madison,
pp. 15-36
Bohen, B. 1976. "ANew GeometricVase from the Kerameikos,"AM 91, pp. 15-22
Brock,J. K. 1957. Fortetsa:
(BSASupplement2), Cambridge
EarlyGreekTombsnearKnossos
Cambitoglou,A. 1981. Archaeological
MuseumofAndros:Guide,Athens
Catling, H. W 1976/1977. "The Knossos Area, 1974-76," AR 23, pp. 3-23
1978/1979. "Knossos 1978,"AR 25, pp. 3-58
1982/1983. "Archaeologyin Greece, 1982-83," AR 30, pp. 3-62
Close-Brooks,J. 1979. "Veii in the Iron Age: Proposalfor a Division into Phases," in Ital beforetheRomans,
D. Ridgway and F. Ridgway,eds., London, pp. 95-107
A Surveyof TenLocalSylesandTheirChronology,
Coldstream,J.N. 1968. GreekGeometric
London
Pottery:
1977. Geometric
Greece,
London
1983. "Gift Exchange in the Eighth Century B.C.," in TheGreek
Renaissance
B.C.:
of theEighthCentury
Tradition
andInnovation,
R. Hagg, ed., Stockholm,pp. 201-206
1989. "Early Greek Visitors to Cyprus and the Eastern Mediterranean," in Cyprusand the East
Mediterranean
in theIronAge(Proceedings
V. Tratton-Brown,ed.,
of the7thBritishMuseumClassicalColloquium),
London, pp. 90-96
Coldstream,J. N., and P M. Bikai. 1988. "Early Greek Pottery in Tyre and Cyprus: Some Preliminary
Comparisons,"RDAC 1988, Part 2, pp. 35-43
Davison,J. M. 1961. 'Attic GeometricWorkshops,"rale ClassicalStudies16
Desborough,V. R. d'A. 1952. Protogeometric
Oxford
Pottery,
Hankey,V 1992/1993. "AfternoonSeminar:J. N. Coldstream,'The EventfulDark Age of Greece'," in The
Forum6, pp. 76-77
Journalof theAncientChronology
Higgins, R. A. 1969. "EarlyGreekJewellery,"BSA64, pp. 143-153
Howe, T. P. 1958. "LinearB and Hesiod's Breadwinners,"TAPA89, pp. 44-65
James, P., I.J. Thorpe, N. Kokkinos,R. Morkot,andJ. Frankish.1991. Centuries
London
ofDarkness,
Kahane, P. P. 1940. "Die Entwicklungsphasender attisch-geometrischenKeramik,"AJA44, pp. 464-482
95 Fragmentary,from Pyre 23 (Popham,pers. comm.); evidentlya MG I prototype of the Attic pedestaled
kraters,Type II (Coldstream1968, pp. 17-18). See now Popham 1994, p. 29, fig. 2:13b.
96 Coldstream 1983, pp. 201-205.

THE RICH LADY OF THE AREIOPAGOSAND HER CONTEMPORARIES

403

= Kerameikos,
Berlin
Ergebnisse
derAusgrabungen,
Kerameikos
der12 bis I Ojhrs, 1939
I = W Kraikerand K. Kubler,DieNekropolen
des11 und1OJhrs,1943
ausderNekropole
IV = K. Ktbler, Neufunde
des10 bis8jhrs, 1954
V, i = K. Kubler,DieNekropole
XIII = B. Bohen, Diegeometrische
Pyxides,1988
(BSASupplement 11), M. R. Popham, L. H. Sackett,
The Cemeteries
LejkandiI = TheIronAge: TheSettlement,
and P. G. Themelis, eds., London 1980
Architecture
andFinds(BSASupplement 23),
Buildingat Toumba:TheExcavation,
LelkandiII, ii = TheProtogeometric
M. R. Popham, P. G. Calligas,and L. H. Sackett,eds., London 1993
ApXEp, pp. 1-47
Marinatos,S. 1932. <<AL
avcvczxcyctGoekoop ev KepotXAXvEozLo,
East and West:
Markoe, G. 1992. "In Pursuit of Metal: Phoenicians and Greeks in Italy," in Greecebetween
B.C. (Papersof the Meeting at the Institute of Fine Arts, New York University,March
10th-8th Centuries
15th-16th, 1990), G. Kopcke and I. Tokumaru,eds., Mainz, pp. 61-84
Cambridge
Morris,I. 1987. BurialandAncientSociet: TheRiseoftheGreekCity-State,
DreiussevonOympia,Berlin 1978
X = M. Maass, Die Geometrischen
Forschungen
Oympische
of Greek
ColonisaPopham, M. R. 1994. "Precolonisation:EarlyGreekContactwith the East,"in TheArchaeology
(Oxford University Committee for Archaeology,Monograph 40),
tion. EssaysDedicated
to SirJohnBoardman
G. R. Tsetskhladzeand F de Angelis, eds., Oxford, pp. 11-34
Popham, M. R., E. Touloupa, and L. H. Sackett. 1982. "FurtherExcavation of the Toumba Cemetery at
Lefkandi, 1981," BSA77, pp. 213-248
Popham, M. R., P. G. Calligas, and L. H. Sackett. 1989. "FurtherExcavation of the Toumba Cemetery at
Lefkandi, 1984 and 1986,"AR 35, pp. 117-129
und
in dersubmykenischen,
protogeometrischen
Keramik
Griechenlands
zur handgemachten
Reber, K. 1991. Untersuchungen
dergeometrischen
Zeit(SIMA-PB105),Jonsered
Rohl, D. 1989/1990. "The EarlyThird IntermediatePeriod: Some ChronologicalConsiderations,"TheJournal
Forum3, pp. 45-76
of e Anciet Chronology
Smithson, E. L. 1961. "The ProtogeometricCemetery at Nea Ionia,"Hesperia30, pp. 147-177
1962. Review of Davison 1961, A7A66, pp. 423-424
1968. "The Tomb of a Rich Athenian Lady,ca. 850 B.C.," Hesperia37, pp. 77-116
. 1974. "AGeometric Cemetery on the Areopagus: 1897, 1932, 1947,"Hesperia43, pp. 325-390
Edinburgh
Snodgrass,A. M. 1971. TheDarkAgeof Greece,
New York
Starr,C. G. 1961. TheOriginsof GreekCivilization,
Sznycer,M. 1979. "L'inscriptionphenicienne de Tekkepres de Knossos,"Kadmos18, pp. 89-93
ThorikosII = H. E Mussche, J. Bingen, J. de Geyter, G. Donnay, and T. Hackens, Thorikos1964: rapport
surla deuxikme
defouilles,Brussels1967
campagne
preliminaire
sur la
preliminaire
III = H. F. Mussche,J. Bingen,J. Servais, and T. Hackens, Thorikos1965: rapport
Thorikos
troisieme
campagne
defouilles,Brussels1967
4, pp. 55-64
Van Gelder,K. 1991. "The Iron Age Hiatus in Attica and the Synoikismosof Theseus,"MeditArch
=
Athens
1969
I
To
M.
txv
Andronikos,
Bepytvoz.
Vergina
TU'upxv,
Nexpotroyeov
Webster,T. B. L. 1955. "Homer and Attic GeometricVases,"BSA50, pp. 38-50
Wellin theAgora(Hesperia
anda Seventh
Supplement 2), Athens
Graves
Century
Young, R. S. 1939. LateGeometric
near
the
Athenian
18,
pp.
275-297
"An
Geometric
Grave
Hesperia
Agora,"
Early
. 1949.

J. N. COLDSTREAM
LONDON
UNWvERSIY
COLLEGE
Department of Greek and Roman Archaeology
Gower Street
London WC IE 6BT
United Kingdom

PLATE 97

a. KnossosT. 207.52. H. 70 cm.

b. Agora P 27629. H. 71.5 cm.
I

c.KossT

0.2

.7 a, b.Ma.L.4.5
m . Agora P
27646.

J.N osw&:Tm

IHLD

R

cm.

FTEAEIPGSADHRCNMOAIS

PLATE 98

a. Knossos T. 285.1. Diam. of
lid 7.6 cm.
L-~~.

_

_

c. Kerameikos2855. Pres. H. with lid 65 cm. Photo DAI
Athens, Ker. 10142
b. Knossos T. 285.1-2

d. KnossosT. 219.72. Diam.ca. 10cm.

J. N. CouDSnuEA:

THE RICH LADY OF THEAREIOPAGOS
AND HER CONTEMPORARIES

PLATE99

a, b.;wAgora
J. 148. L. 6.4 cm.
v

I

-,

I

.,~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

J. N. Coumw~i: Tm~RICH

c. Knossos T. 207.41. H. 18.2 cm.

LADYOF THE ARIOPAGOS AD

HER CONEMPORARIE

d. Knossos T. 283.46.
H. 13.5 cm.

PLATE 100

a. LefkandiT. 31.2. H. 7.7 cm.

c. LefkandiT.33.2. H. 8.5 cm.

b. LefkandiT 33.3.
H. 7.7 cm.

d.Koss

eeG3

.7

J_N.Cwm4

m

:T&RC

AYO

H

RIPGSADHRCNEPRRE

0

0

e. LefkandiT. 61. H. of pyxis ca. 34 cm.

20cm

